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1.  THE PURPOSE OF THE HANDBOOK 
 

You have accepted a place at Bolton School on behalf of your son.  As a result he and - equally 
importantly - you are already part of Bolton School.  This handbook has been written in an 
attempt to help both your son and yourselves feel at ease in the school community as quickly as 
possible.  The members of the Common Room particularly recognise that the transition from 
junior to senior school will produce a whole range of experiences for both boys and parents.  
We have witnessed this process many times and wish to share some of that experience with 
parents, who may be seeing it for the first time. 

 
We hope that a combination of the New Parents' Evening on Tuesday 28th June and this booklet 
will leave you better informed about the school that your son will be entering in September.  We 
also hope that you will have greater confidence when trying to deal with any worries that your 
son may have before September.  We recognise that the early days at a new school produce all 
sorts of emotions - when your son returns home each evening you will be showered with many 
of these.  If your son has any concerns then you will obviously want to allay them.  You will 
have gathered by now that as a school we have a responsibility to induct you as parents as 
effectively as we can, so that you can play to the full your role in the three-way partnership 
(boy-parents-school) that is so vital in your son's education.  The contents list on the previous 
page indicates what is contained in this booklet.  If it appears to be a lot, then you have already 
begun to share the experience your son will have in September.  

 
 
 
 
 
      Paul Davidson 
      Head of Year 7 
 

 
 
 

Mr. Davidson with some Year 7 pupils at the School’s entrance 
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2.  INTRODUCTORY MORNING: WEDNESDAY 7 th SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
All boys who are taking their place at Bolton School in September must attend school on the 
morning of Wednesday 7th September.  Boys should arrive in full school uniform before 8:50 a.m., 
in order to be seated in the Great Hall at 9:00 a.m. 
 
N.B.  There will be no school coaches or special buses running on this day. 
 
If they are travelling to school by car, boys should be dropped off, and later collected, in Dobson 
Road (see map overleaf). From there, School Monitors (selected members of Year 12 and 13) will 
guide the boys to the Great Hall. 
 
Boys will need to bring a pen, pencil and a 15-cm ruler with them. These can all be carried in 
their blazer pockets. No other bags or equipment will be needed. 
 
The introductory morning: 
 
·  Gives the Headmaster, Head of Year 7 and Head of Lower School the opportunity to welcome 

the boys 
·  Enables the boys to meet their Form Tutor, Form Monitors and their new colleagues  
·  Enables the boys to spend time familiarising themselves with their new environment 
·  Helps the boys to begin addressing some of the administrative business that they will need to 

complete during their first few days at school 
·  Is an opportunity for lunchtime procedures to be explained and practised 

 
Boys will be placed in one of six forms, identified by the letters 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d, 7e and 7f. There is 
no significance attached to which form your son is in; the composition of forms is designed to 
reflect an equal range of academic ability and an even spread of sporting and musical talents. 
(See Chapter 11).  While in Years 7 to 9, the boys will be part of the Lower School; in Years 10 and 
11 they will be members of the Middle School; in Years 12 and 13 the Upper School. 
 
The Form Tutors and form bases are as follows: 
 

   7a   Miss S. J. Gorner        CL4 
 

 7b Miss O. M. Sullivan     A1 
 

  7c    Mr. C. Coffey    A10 
 

  7d    Mr. N. C. Holmes   A24 
 

  7e  Mrs E. J. Fielding      A17 
 

      7f        Miss R. S. Crowther   C10 
 
 
               
The morning will conclude with lunch at 11:55 a.m.; the boys will be ready for collection from 
Dobson Road Quad at 12:45 p.m. Please note that Dobson Road Quad itself cannot be 
accessed by car and a nearby parking space will have to be found. 
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3.  LAYOUT OF THE SCHOOL AND ACCESS TO THE BUILDING  
 
The school is built on a slope; whilst there are four storeys to the building, only three are visible 
from Chorley New Road.  The majority of your son's time will be spent on levels A, B and C (see 
overleaf). 
 
The arrangement of the building is around a quadrangle, with its own drive and archway, known as 
the Boys' Quad.  Around the edge of this quadrangle are cloisters, or sheltered passages. 
 
Other areas often referred to include: "the Centre Quad", which lies between the Boys' and Girls' 
Divisions and is served by the main drive and archway; and "Dobson Road Quad", which is 
bordered by the Dining Room, the East Wing, the "top level" and Dobson Road itself. 
 
The "Levels" is the name given to the playing fields.  These are classed as "out of bounds" at all 
times, unless special notice that they may be used is given (e.g. during warm weather). 
 
Access for parents should always be via Boys' Division Reception (Room A28 on map).  This is 
located next to another important area, which is referred to by members of the school as 
" Sergeants’ Office".  Sergeants are uniformed, non-teaching, ancillary staff. 
 
Access for boys should be either through the "LIBRARY STAIRCASE ENTRANCE" or from Dobson 
Road.  Boys should never enter school in the morning through the Boys' Quad archway, owing 
to the danger posed by coach traffic.  During the day, however, boys may pass from one side of 
the arch to the other, between Rooms A21 and A22.  For the same reasons stated above, boys 
should not enter or leave school using the Centre Quad.  
 
The "Great Hall" occupies two of the four storeys of the west wing, with the gymnasium situated 
below this.  
 
In the main building, all rooms have a number, and some have a title in addition. All room 
numbers begin with a letter denoting the floor level (A, B or C) and a number denoting the 
position.  The rooms are numbered anti-clockwise starting from the corner near the Boys’ 
Division Reception (Room A28 on map).   
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4.  FIRST DAY: THURSDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
Having already attended school on the Introductory Morning, some of the boys’ initial uncertainties 
will have been addressed.  However, the first "real" day will present another set of challenges and 
uncertainties.  The main differences will be the travel arrangements and the fact that your son will 
be surrounded by many more boys (the majority of whom will be both considerably bigger and far 
older than he is). 

 
1. Boys should aim to arrive at school each morning before 8:40 a.m. 
 
2. Boys travelling by coach will disembark in the Boys' Quad. Boys travelling by car should be 

dropped off on Dobson Road.  Parents must not bring their cars into the quads on a 
daily basis for safety reasons.   

 
3. On this first morning, last year's Year 7s will meet in their old form rooms.  Boys in the new 

7a, 7b and 7c should, therefore, assemble in the Lower School Library (Room A4); boys 
in the new 7d, 7e and 7f should assemble in the Senior Library (Room B40).  The boys 
will have been shown where these rooms are on the Introductory Morning. 
 

4. The Form Monitors (selected members of Year 12) will indicate at what point the boys 
should leave to attend the first Full Assembly of the school year and will escort them to their 
seats in the Great Hall.   
 

5. Upon dismissal from the Great Hall at the end of Full Assembly, your son will join his 
colleagues in his new Form Room and spend part of the morning on remaining form 
business and induction.  Break and lunchtime will be as normal. 
 

6. After morning break, the timetable will begin.  Timings for the normal school day are shown 
overleaf. 

 
PROPERTY: Lockers, Labels, Cloakrooms and Lost Property. 
 
Your son will be allocated a locker and issued with a locker key, which he must keep with him at all 
times.  At the end of the academic year, the key is handed back. If there is any damage to the locker 
or the key has been lost, the cost will be added to the fees by the School’s administration 
department. If the key is merely forgotten, a Sergeant must be approached.  He will use a master 
key to open the locker, charging a small immediately payable fee of £1, which goes to charity; your 
son should then remove any items that he might need for the remainder of that day and then re-lock 
the door. 
  
All of your son's property should have a name label on it.  This includes all types of bags, 
equipment and clothing.  The school shop sells suitable labels. 
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5.  TIMETABLE AND TIMINGS OF THE DAY    
 
Daily Routine 
 
The School operates on a two-week cycle, alternating between Week A and Week B respectively. 
The timings for all lessons during this cycle are the same, but a boy’s timetable will vary from day 
to day and, indeed, from week to week. There is a large sign outside Sergeants’ office, which 
indicates which week is currently being followed. Boys should consult this, should there be any 
uncertainty. It is also clearly indicated in a boy’s homework planner.   
 
Morning School 
 8:45 - Warning bell 
 8:50 - Morning registration 
 9:00 - Assembly 
 9:15 - Period 1 
 10:05 - Period 2 
 10:55 - Morning Break 
 11:20 - Period 3 
 12:10 - Period 4 
 13:00 - End of morning school 
 
Morning Break 
 
The School offers boys the opportunity to purchase healthy snacks, drinks and fresh fruit during 
morning break each day. Boys who wish to take advantage of this option should go to the dining 
room at this time. They may, alternatively, prefer to bring in a packed snack. Whichever option they 
choose, all food and drink must be consumed in the dining room.  Boys should also take care to 
dispose of their litter in the bins provided.  
  
Lunch 
 
Year 7 boys should come down to the dining room at their specified time, where they will pick up a 
tray as they enter the food court at the far end of the hall.  They will need an identity badge, which 
will be distributed on the first day. They will then proceed to the seating area from the food court 
where they will be able to have their lunch. All food acquired in the dining room must be eaten 
there.  Before the boys leave the hall, they must take their tray to the clean up area and ensure that 
they leave no litter on the table. There is a choice of hot and cold main courses as well as hot and 
cold desserts.  In addition, there are sandwiches and fruit available for those who want a "lite-bite" 
or a healthier option. 
 
Clubs and activities will be taking place throughout the lunchtime.  However, the only pupils who 
will need to come outside their specified time slot will be ones who are involved in sporting 
activities.  As it is desirable for them to eat after their practice, these pupils will need to go to the 
last time slot, at 13:50. 
 
Afternoon School 
 
 14:15 - Afternoon registration 
 14:20 - Period 5 
 15:10 - Period 6 
 16:00 - End of school day 
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6.  THE FIRST WEEK 
 
In the first week your son will: 

 
-   see a great deal of his Form Tutor and Form Monitors 
 
-   get to know the new members of his form group 
 
-   meet his subject teachers and find their teaching rooms 
 
-   be given lots of books 
 
-   start to feel more familiar with the layout of the school 
 
-   begin to become familiar with the timings of the school day 
 
This, in itself, may represent a major change from the one or two rooms and teaching staff 
encountered at primary school. The nature and style of lessons may also be very different to those 
experienced at most junior schools. 
 
Other things may also be evident: 
 
Firstly, your son will  be tired.  His daily routine is likely to be very different from the one left 
behind only a few weeks before; he may well be operating on high levels of adrenalin simply to 
keep up. The weekend may see him flagging and feeling exhausted. 
  
Secondly, your son may well be completely bewildered by the scale and pace of the "normal" 
routine.   During the course of the first week, he may have misplaced or mislaid items, been lost 
and/or been late several times.  He may be unable to recall some or all of his subject teachers' 
names; some of the other information issued to date may be difficult to recall. 
 
In our experience, nearly all of the boys enjoy their first few days at Bolton School and cannot wait 
for Monday to come around again.  However, some boys, of whom your son may be one, give 
indications that they are concerned about going to school after the weekend. 
 
Such worries are a natural part of any major change and exist in adults as well as children.  The 
pastoral system of Bolton School is very effective at helping boys to deal with these kinds of 
difficulties.  However, if something has happened to cause worry, distress or fear, then we need to 
be aware of the cause, however small or trivial it may appear to others.  Without this information it 
is harder to pick up on, ease or avert greater problems. See Section 11 "Your Son's Form Tutor". 
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7.  THE FIRST HALF TERM 
 
During this period your son will become more familiar with the layout of the school, the different 
members of the Common Room and the demands made by their respective subjects.   
 
Homework 
 
Your son will have a homework timetable by now, which will form a central part of his education in 
the coming years.  The Form Tutor will provide your son with his homework timetable, a copy of 
which you should receive by the end of the second week. You should retain the copy for your own 
reference, but sign and return the acknowledgement slip at the bottom. There is a blank copy and 
accompanying letter (for your reference only) in this section.     
 
We feel that, at this age, your son should spend approximately one hour each evening on study, 
which will usually take the form of work set by subject teachers for that evening.  If this work does 
not run the full hour, or for some reason (e.g. the absence of a member of the Common Room) 
homework is not set in the appropriate subject for that evening, then reading or (where 
appropriate) revision should be done.  Please do not be misled by claims that no homework has 
been set or that your son has done it in class.  Homework should not be done at lunchtime or on the 
coach. The key point here is to establish good habits from the outset, which will then quickly 
become ingrained ones. It is quite possible that boys will have done little formal homework before; 
new standards and expectations will almost certainly apply, regardless of any homework routine 
they may have experienced elsewhere. 
 
Lower School Planner and Homework Diary 
 
To assist in the planning of homework, we provide a planner/diary for Lower School boys, which 
we will issue at the start of the year (a specimen extract is shown on the following page).  Once 
again, we ask for your assistance and involvement here.  If you can inspect the homework diary at 
least once a week and sign the space available, this will help to highlight any inconsistencies in the 
pattern of work.  If the diary remains unsigned, even after a verbal reminder has been given, a 
minor detention will be given by the Form Tutor. The diary should be used to convey any problems 
regarding homework to the Form Tutor and is intended to assist communication between home and 
school. 
 
The Commendation System 
 
The Assistant Headmaster, Mr D. J. Jones, is responsible for overseeing the academic curriculum at 
every level of the school.  As such, he takes an especial interest in the work and progress of all 
pupils in Year 7, with a view to monitoring their attainment and encouraging their efforts as they 
begin their time in the Boys’ Division.  Together with the Head of Year, the Head of Lower School 
and the Form Tutors, he is always available to give advice and guidance to boys and their parents.  
Mr Jones also administers the Commendation scheme, which operates throughout the Lower School 
in Years 7 to 9, and which provides the framework for a series of awards for pupils who are 
working to their capacity and/or showing evidence of particular academic promise.  The recognition 
of high standards of achievement is a feature of day-to-day life on which the school justifiably 
prides itself, and which was remarked upon favourably in our last ISIS inspection report. 
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Homework Planner: Example Page 
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Assemblies and Houses 
 
The morning routine will consist of registration at 8:50 a.m., followed by either a Full Assembly in 
the Great Hall, a Lower School Assembly, a Year Assembly, a Form Assembly/meeting in the 
Form Room, or a House Assembly.  Your son will be in one of our four houses: Blackburn, 
Chorley, Manchester or Wigan.  These exist primarily as the focus for internal house 
competitions, which are held on House Days.  There is plenty of scope for all boys to make their 
contribution to the House cause, in a sporting, musical, dramatic or creative capacity. See Section 
14: "Clubs & Societies". 
 
Lower School Library 
 
During this period your son will be introduced to the Lower School Library (often called the 
L.S.L.), which has a large stock of non-fiction books, good quality fiction, reference stock and CD-
ROMs.  He will be expected to make full use of the library.  The L.S.L. is open every day 
between 1:00 p.m. and 1:40 p.m. for borrowing and research. 
 
We cannot stress too strongly the importance that we place on the reading of good quality 
literature. Reading standards and habits amongst boys of this age have declined markedly in 
recent years.  Your son’s chances of reaching high standards of academic achievement will be 
greatly enhanced by reading widely.  The Head of English, Mr R. J. Griffiths, will be writing to 
you in the summer, detailing what is expected of your son and offering a list of texts that it is felt 
your son should read.  
 
There are restrictions on the number of books that may be borrowed and a system of reminders and 
fines is in operation.  Two reminders are sent to the boy at school but should a third be necessary, it 
will be sent home, in the hope that you will encourage your son to return books promptly. Boys 
should speak with Mrs L. Dean, the librarian, as soon as possible should they have any queries in 
this area. 
 
Representing the School at Sport 
 
Some boys will also find that they have been asked to participate in sports fixtures by this stage; 
football and rugby union trials will be held in order to assemble under-12 sides for the early 
fixtures.  Please stress to your son that these early selections are not permanent.  We are well 
aware that your son may have featured in his team at junior school. In the early days here, in a much 
bigger group of boys, he may find it difficult to get noticed.  Please reassure him that in the double 
Sport lessons, the Department of Sport will be looking very closely at all boys to give them the 
opportunity to show their potential. 
 
The initial disappointment of non-selection can be a source of unhappiness and could undermine 
your son's initial enthusiasm, motivation and drive, but we hope that this will not occur.  The ethos 
of all sport at Bolton School is that we seek to develop, at all ages and in all abilities, techniques 
and understanding of all games.  Early setbacks can be viewed positively, as the first of many tests 
of "character" in the face of disappointment.   
 
Your support at fixtures is most welcome.  However, we must stress that the standards expected of 
spectators at our inter-school matches are very different to those that often pertain at local league, or 
indeed, professional events.  Parents must comply with the long-standing codes of appropriate 
conduct, as indicated on notices outside the changing rooms.  Finally, guidance or coaching of a 
technical or positional nature must be left to the master-in-charge.  Conflicting  
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messages only confuse and upset boys; they are usually well-intentioned but are often 
misguided. 
 
Some boys may be linked to Academies or Schools of Excellence at professional Association 
Football, Rugby Union or Rugby League clubs.  We stress that a condition of your son's 
acceptance of a place here at Bolton School acknowledges recognition of the Football 
Association's guidelines (via the English Schools FA) and those of equivalent sporting 
governing bodies (e.g. the RFU).  These all state that an outside organisation or club should 
consult the Headmaster/Headmistress at the school before selecting any boy to play for a team 
other than his school.  
 
We are responsible, to a large extent, for guiding your son in matters of physical development and 
health.  Therefore, we require details concerning sporting and other demands being made upon your 
son's energies if we are to help him to achieve his academic potential. 
 
Lower School Council 
 
Each form elects two councillors, who represent their classmates at meetings of the Lower School 
Council (LSC). The LSC meets every half term (or more often, if required) and allows boys in 
Years 7-9 to offer views, information and opinions about issues that relate both to their section and 
to the School as a whole. The LSC has been responsible for some significant changes in recent 
years to the School: the refurbishment of the water fountains, the re-design of the Cloisters, the 
introduction of the morning break milk and snack bar, the purchase of certain sporting facilities and 
the provision of protective netting in the Boys’ Quad.  Your son may be elected to be a councillor 
but will, even if this is not the case, be able to air his views in form meetings. The form 
representatives will then take these ideas forward to LSC meetings. 
 
Patterdale Hall  
 
During the first term, your son may have the opportunity to visit Patterdale Hall, the School's 
outdoor pursuits centre in the Lake District.  The major aim of the visit is to further the relationship 
between your son and the other boys in his year group. Outdoor activities may include, amongst 
others, walking, abseiling, kayaking and archery.  Little specialised equipment is required, and 
parents can rest assured that all activities are run by the team of highly-trained Outdoor Pursuits 
instructors employed by the school.   
 
Academic Check 
 
The academic progress of all boys in Year 7 will be assessed at half term, via a survey of subject 
teachers’ views of their work up to this point.  The Head of Year 7, Mr. P. G. Davidson, will contact 
parents if concerns about their son’s progress emerge from this review procedure.  In some cases, 
parents may be asked to come into school to discuss ways (e.g. going on Weekly Report) of 
collectively working towards improving their son’s academic work. 
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Dear Parent, 
 

Homework in Year 7 
 

We believe that homework is an essential extension of your son's work here at school and we rely 
heavily on your continuous observation and co-operation if it is to be done effectively. 
 
The form accompanying this letter is a copy of your son's homework timetable.  You are asked to 
keep it at home, so that you have an exact guide to the type of exercises and number of subjects set 
for homework each night. 
 
The time prescribed for each subject is either twenty minutes for a "single", or forty minutes for a 
"double" allocation.  There will be a "double" and a "single" homework each evening, making an 
overall homework time of one hour for boys in Year 7.  In the event of less than one hour's 
homework being set, the remaining time should be spent reading or revising work done 
earlier in the year. 
 
In the early weeks while new subjects are being introduced, many homework tasks may take less 
time than indicated above.  However, by half term, a regular and full pattern will be in place.  
Varying levels of understanding and concentration will, of course, result in some boys taking longer 
or shorter time to complete their work.  Nevertheless, should the homework allocation seem 
persistently too great or too light, please consult your son's Form Tutor.  Please also enquire if it is 
regularly claimed that homework has been completed in school or that none has been set. 
 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
 
Mr P. Davidson 
Head of Year 7 
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HOMEWORK TIMETABLE FOR 
YEAR 7 PUPILS 2011-12 

 
Week A 

Day Single (20 Minutes) 

 

Double (40 minutes) 

 

Monday 

  

 

Tuesday 

  

 

Wednesday 

  

 

Thursday 

  

 

Friday 

  

 

Week B 
Day Single (20 Minutes) 

 

Double (40 minutes) 

 

Monday 

  

 

Tuesday 

  

 

Wednesday 

  

 

Thursday 

  

 

Friday 

  

-------------- Please sign tear off and return the slip below to your son's Form Tutor.  Thank you. ------------------ 

 

Re:  Homework Timetable 

I/We acknowledge receipt of my/our son's homework timetable. 
 
Boy's name:  ___________________________________      Form:  _____________ 
 
Signature of parent/guardian:  ________________________    Date:  ____________ 
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8.  THE SECOND HALF TERM: THROUGH TO CHRISTMAS 
 
The main focus of this half term is to ensure that your son is beginning to work to his full potential.  
Any initial novelty and/or trepidation may well have disappeared. However, with increasing 
confidence comes the attendant danger of complacency and the homework routine needs to be 
reinforced.  Year 7 boys will be increasingly exposed to new ideas and demands in their curriculum 
and tests will be a regular feature.  A routine to ensure proper preparation for these tests is vital. 
 
A reporting procedure will take place just before Christmas, detailing aspects of your son’s progress 
and achievement thus far. It will also provide an opportunity for us to register your son’s 
involvement in the programme of extra-curricular activities. He should endeavour to attend at least 
three clubs and societies a week.  You will receive your son’s report at the end of this term. 
 

The autumn term finishes at 3:25 p.m. on Friday 16th December 2011. 
 
 

 
 
 

  

     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Break time games in the Boys’ Division 
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9.  THE NEW YEAR: THE SPRING TERM THROUGH TO EASTER  
 

Year 7 Parents' Evening: Thursday 15th March 2012 
 
A major feature of the early part of the spring term is the Year 7 Parents' Evening, which will be 
held on Thursday 15th March 2012.  The evening offers an opportunity for you to have a brief 
discussion with all of your son's subject teachers regarding his progress and to raise any issues that 
may have emerged from his Christmas report. Your son will make a list of appointments for you in 
advance of the day; he will give the list to you with the subjects and subject teachers that you will 
be meeting, and timings for you to follow.  Consultations with subject teachers begin at 6:00 p.m.  
Each appointment is for a maximum of five minutes, although in those cases where a subject 
tutor teaches more than one set in a cohort, the appointment will be restricted to three 
minutes; stewards from the Parents’ Association will ensure that timings are observed. If you 
require a more detailed discussion regarding a particular subject or about other aspects of your son’s 
experience to date, please telephone or write to make a separate appointment with either the Form 
Tutor or the Head of Year 7. 
 
Spring Term Academic Review 
 
Your son’s subject teachers will provide information about his academic attainment and effort as 
part of an end-of-term review procedure.  The process enables the School to identify trends in each 
boy’s progress and means that the areas in which greater rigour is needed can be clearly established.  
Following analysis of the information, a number of boys from each form will be asked to attend an 
academic review with their Form Tutor and the Head of Year 7 at the beginning of the summer 
term. These interviews are aimed at providing the impetus for increased effort and higher 
attainment ahead of the end-of-year examinations in June. 
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10.  THE SUMMER TERM 
 
Examinations and Revision 
 
This is a very busy term for your son.  During the first half of the term there is a steady build-up in 
preparation for the Year 7 Examinations.  It is important that he approaches these in a serious-
minded and well-organised fashion; revision should be carefully planned, and a routine established 
for it as early as possible before the exam week.  If your son has been conscientious throughout the 
year, he will find the experience a well-deserved opportunity to demonstrate what he has achieved; 
if he has, on the other hand, been less than diligent, an injection of urgency will be no bad thing. 
 
In the run-up to the Year 7 Examinations, your son will also receive advice in PSHE lessons about 
planning a revision timetable and shown methods of preparing effectively.  For example, he will 
receive advice about drawing up a revision timetable to follow. 
 
Most examinations take place in a formal setting.  Your son will be informed of his percentage 
mark in each subject and given a grade.  Each Head of Department will assess his performance 
within the year group - they will pass this information on to the Head of Year 7, the Head of Lower 
School and the Headmaster.  Following this, the Year 7 Form Tutors discuss significant causes for 
concern.  If your son has not performed to expectations, he may be asked to discuss his situation 
with his Form Tutor and/or the Head of Year 7; he will be told what needs to be achieved in the 
remaining weeks of the year and in Year 8. On the other hand, if your son has made good progress, 
the Tutor and Head of Year 7 will commend him on his achievement. 
 

N.B. The Year 7 Examinations will take place during the week immediately following the 
summer half term holiday (Monday 11th June – Friday 15th June 2012).  Boys should 
not be absent for any reason, other than illness, during this period. 

 
End of Year Record 
 
Details of your son's performance - both in the summer examinations and over the year as a whole - 
will be incorporated in an end of year record, which your son will bring home for your attention 
during the last days of the summer term.   
 
Summer Term Activities 
 
It should be stressed at this point that the post-examination period is one of academic activity 
designed to consolidate and move on from work covered to this point.   
 

The School strongly urges parents not to request leave of absence for holiday purposes before 
the end of term.  The summer term ends at 3:25 p.m. on Wednesday 11th July 2012.          

 
However, the summer term is one in which a variety of different activities from those of the autumn 
and spring terms are available.  Cricket and athletics replace soccer and rugby as the summer sports 
activities. 
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The three-day Outdoor Pursuits Programme is a major feature of the first half of the summer term 
(see section on ‘Outdoor Pursuits’ in the Year 7 Curriculum Guide – page 38).  This two-night 
visit to Patterdale Hall is another important experience in the development of your son and, in 
particular, in the building of self-reliance. The School's own highly-qualified Outdoor Pursuits 
instructors will guide him through a range of activities including: sailing on Ullswater, kayaking, 
archery, abseiling and climbing, and orienteering. There will also be a number of exercises designed 
to test his problem-solving skills in a team environment. Details of all requirements for this visit 
will reach you early in the New Year. 
 
The summer term concludes with the Summer Prizegiving. All boys attend, and it is hoped that 
parents will come along as well. Details of the progress of the school and its future plans are always 
given on this occasion. A specific time and date for this event will be announced during the 
academic year. 
 

 
 

Patterdale Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Parents’ Handbook 
 

 24 

11.  YOUR SON'S FORM AND FORM TUTOR 
 
The Form Group is the fundamental unit of our pastoral system, designed to ensure that your son's 
social welfare and academic progress are well provided for. 
 
The Form Tutor 
 
The Year 7 Tutors are carefully chosen to ensure that they have the pastoral expertise to meet the 
particular needs of children who are coming to terms with a major milestone in their lives.  The 
Tutor is the first point of contact for boys with worries, and for parents who wish to provide 
or receive information. 
 
Your son's Form Tutor will meet regularly with the other Year 7 Tutors and the Head of Year 7 to 
ensure that the year group is developing successfully; the meetings are used to build up a picture of 
the progress of each boy and that of his form in a wider context.  It is the Head of Year 7, Mr P. 
G. Davidson, who should be contacted if the Form Tutor is not available. 
 
All members of the Common Room, but in particular your son's Form Tutor, will insist on high 
standards of courtesy, dress, organisation of lockers and presentation of work.  Your son will be 
expected to take responsibility within the form willingly.  For example, in addition to regular form 
meetings and assemblies, each form group contributes to Year Assemblies - your son may be 
invited to participate in one of these. 
 
The Composition of the Form Group 
 
There are several criteria that are carefully considered when assembling the Form Groups.  A full 
range of academic ability is sought in each form; sporting and musical talents are spread as evenly 
as possible across the Year Group.  All boys, irrespective of where they attended junior school, are 
experiencing the breaking of bonds.  As such, they each have the same opportunity to create new 
friendships in the first few days and weeks.  In order to encourage this integration, we usually 
place boys from the same junior school into different Form Groups.  The reaction to this 
decision is often greatest from parents, who feel that their son may be deprived of one of the few 
secure "handrails" available to him in the first days. 
 
However, in our experience the following things are clear: 
 
(i) The junior school friend is still around and available at breaks and lunchtime for 

contact and support.  There is absolutely no evidence to show that these friendships 
disappear due to boys not spending lesson time together. 

 
(ii)  A new circle of friends forms quickly and instead of two junior school friends clinging 

on to one another and not making any new friends, the two (or three or four) quickly 
gain access to a wider circle of potential companions. This can only be of benefit to the 
boys concerned, and is one of the major pastoral aims of Year 7. 

 
We request your co-operation in adopting this approach and trust that you will convey to your son 
the opportunities for developing new, wider friendships that it presents.  Of several methods tried 
down the years, it is the one that has proved most effective; it relies upon your full support and co-
operation.  Whilst junior school records are received and scrutinised, the members of the Common 
Room pay only limited attention to the junior school origins of the boys. Once here, they are all 
members of Bolton School Boys’ Division and they will be treated on a wholly equal basis. 
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The Future of the Group 
 
The Head of Year 7, the Head of Lower School and the Year 7 Form Tutors will rearrange the Form 
Groups before the transition to Year 8.  The aims listed above are still applicable, although other 
factors are also taken into consideration.  This rearrangement will be partly made to accommodate 
the second language choice - German or Russian - made by your son in February.  In special 
circumstances, the Year 7 Tutor may consider that a certain social relationship is vital to continuity 
of welfare, and hence to social and academic progress.  This recommendation is duly considered, 
but can only represent one factor in the allocation of boys to forms.  It should be noted that it is 
likely that timetabling restraints will mean that the composition of your son’s form group will 
change on several occasions during his time at Bolton School. 
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12.  THE CURRICULUM IN YEAR 7 
 

The following pages give a brief insight into the academic subjects that will make up your son's 
timetable in his first year at the School.  They are intended as brief snapshots or pen portraits.  
They are also designed to indicate what, if any, preparation need be taken.  In most cases, 
English being the exception, we would expect you to make little provision over and above 
ensuring that your son is equipped to present his work neatly. 

General Rules on presentation of work: 

1. Boys should always write in either blue or black ink. They should use a fountain pen, or a 
fine fibre-tip pen that produces a similar style. Writing with biro or ballpoint pen is 
discouraged, unless special permission has been granted by the subject tutor. 

2.  All work should be presented neatly at all times. The use of a ruler to underline titles, 
headings, sub-headings and dates is important.   

3.  Guidelines on drawings, sketches and shading will vary from subject to subject. However, as 
a general rule, all drawings should be done in pencil and all shadings with pencil-crayon, 
rather than with wax or felt-tip. 

4.  Errors should be amended using a ruled straight line. Scribbled crossings out are not 
acceptable.  Certain types of eraser pen are acceptable, but the use of liquid paper is 
forbidden. 

5. Boys must expect to be instructed to re-write untidy work.  This must be done in addition to 
existing homework on that particular evening. 

6.  Equipment for drawing and writing will vary from subject to subject, but boys should have a 
pencil case that is of a manageable size and acceptable colour and design. Individual tastes 
will be tolerated to a degree, but the tutor retains the right to insist that a boy acquires a 
new or different one if it carries inappropriate messages or graffiti. 

 
7. Boys will be given advice by individual subject teachers about presentation of work. It should 

be noted that different approaches, even those adopted at junior school, shall not be 
acceptable. 
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12.1 ART 
 
Your son will have one fifty minute period of Art per cycle.  Provision is made in the homework 
timetable for Art. 
 
The overall aim is to develop the skills of the individual, helping them to attain their potential 
whilst increasing their confidence and knowledge of the subject. 
 
The syllabus is designed to introduce pupils to a range of aspects of art, craft and design. Practical 
processes will be taught under the ‘umbrella’ heading of a theme (e.g. Architecture) and in 
conjunction with the work of a particular artist, craftsman or designer.  All projects will incorporate 
art, craft and design history when appropriate, to enable pupils to gain historical and contemporary 
knowledge through the processes listed below: 
 
Drawing:  Introduction to different drawing techniques and the use of sketchbooks.  

Development of observational drawing and the use of relevant vocabulary, 
e.g. proportion, line, tone, form. 

 
Painting:  Good painting practice and colour theory are taught. 
 
Printing:  Monoprinting or blockprinting (polystyrene, Indian block or clay) leading to 

the production of a series of prints. 
 
Textiles: Weaving, handmade paper, dyeing or basic stitch work are taught. 
 
Ceramics: A working knowledge of the capabilities and techniques involved in using 

clay will lead to a finished piece. 
 
3-D work: Sculpture from a variety of materials (mod-roc, wire, withies, papier-mâché, 

cardboard construction, etc.), the material determining the weight, balance 
and proportion. 

 
Information  IT will form an integral part of a pupil’s study of art, craft and design. 
Technology:   
 
As a minimum requirement, all boys taking Art should have the equipment listed below and should 
make good any items that are lost, which wear out or are used up. 
 
1. Pencils:   HB, 2B  
2. Brushes:   One fine, one medium and one thick brush 
3. 30 cm. ruler 
4. An eraser 
5. Pencil sharpener 
6. An apron or old shirt to protect clothing 
 
An A6 sketchbook will be given to each pupil.  Subsequent sketchbooks can then be purchased at 
cost price from the Art Department. 
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12.2  BIOLOGY  
 
Biology is the study of life and the changes that take place with and around all living organisms. 
The Year 7 biology course has been designed to build on aspects of the Science National 
Curriculum studied in junior schools and also to reflect the Key Stage 3 Curriculum. 
 
The course is topic-based and includes work on the nature of living organisms, studied with the aid 
of microscopes and live specimens, the interactions of plants and animals with their environment 
and the human impact on the planet’s biodiversity. A wide variety of interesting and exciting 
methods are used to examine scientific concepts, including a large amount of practical work inside 
and outside the laboratory. This helps to develop observational skills and boys are encouraged to 
ask relevant questions, define problems and plan what to do, and predict outcomes of scientific 
experiments. Thinking and deductive reasoning skills are also nurtured through practical 
investigations, while communication skills are developed through group work, class discussions, 
oral and visual presentations and the appropriate use of computers.  
 
Each class is taught by one specialist teacher in one of the biology laboratories so that boys gain 
maximum support and confidence in all aspects of the work. Boys have two 50 minute lessons per 
two-week cycle and are also expected to complete homework of approximately twenty minutes 
duration each week. Specialist equipment is not required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Tadpole project – feeding time       Looking at living organisms 
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12.3 CHEMISTRY 
 

The Year 7 Chemistry course has been designed to build on aspects of the Science National 
Curriculum studied in junior schools.  
 
A topic based approach is used, which includes: safety, measurement, energy and the Bunsen 
burner, states of matter, chemical reactions and separating.  Important scientific concepts are 
examined in a varied and interesting way, including a large amount of practical experimental work.  
This helps develop manipulative skills, builds confidence in the use of laboratory apparatus and 
encourages careful observation. Thinking and deductive reasoning skills are nurtured through 
conducting scientific investigations. 
 
Pupils have two lessons of Chemistry per cycle with one homework allocation, of approximately 
twenty minutes duration. No specialist equipment is required. All lessons are taught in the 
chemistry building in dedicated laboratories. 

 
 

 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Experimental Chemistry 
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12.4 ENGLISH 
 
In English our work includes everything that is required by the National Curriculum and more 
besides. Boys read, write, study grammar and spelling, act and talk. Whilst each activity has its 
particular purpose, there is a purpose which they all share: experience and competence in the 
understanding and use of language.  
 
Boys read and discuss books, poems and articles with their English teacher. Some of these provide 
material for drama lessons and themes for written work. In the Lower School Library, which Year 7 
boys visit once a fortnight, boys choose what they will read and there are lists to guide them. They 
read fact as well as fiction, learning the Dewey system, working on projects by themselves and 
developing their research and reading skills. 
 
Regular compositions are the main written work of the year. These are most often set for homework 
and are of many kinds: stories, newspaper reports, articles, poems, plays, reviews, notes and drafts.  
Parents are often very helpful in talking to boys about their writing: they can discuss ideas, 
vocabulary and the mistakes that the teacher has underlined. Corrections of spelling and punctuation 
are required and boys should resist the temptation of further guesswork. The majority of the work 
will be written in the boys’ books, although they will also be given the chance to word process 
certain pieces of work using Microsoft Word or Publisher in the ICT suite. They also complete four 
pieces of coursework which counts towards their final year grade. 
 
About one lesson a week is given to work in grammar and punctuation. Boys learn parts of speech, 
the structure of sentences and, in relation to dictionaries and our spelling lists, the structure of 
words. From this work all kinds of points about language, grammar, dialects, vocabulary, history 
and foreign languages arise. They also look at issues of language use, such as changing registers 
and the use of accent and dialect.   
 
There are regular lessons in drama and discussion. Drama lessons take place in the Drama Studio 
and include exercises, work based on themes and stories and some scripted work; all classes are 
given a developing experience of Shakespeare, beginning with the acting of chosen scenes in Year 
7. Discussion lessons take place in the classroom and library and, as in drama, there are 
opportunities for group work and work involving the whole class. 
 
At lunchtimes the library is open, there is a School Bookshop and boys can attend English Societies 
which meet once a week: the Lower School Drama Club, the Lower School Reading Group, the 
Writing Group, the Literary and Debating Forum and the Old English Group. These complement 
and add to the work done in class.  
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12.5 FRENCH 
 
All boys study French in Year 7 in mixed ability classes. Some boys will have studied French at 
their primary school. We are able to incorporate this into our teaching in the initial weeks where 
appropriate, although we begin with the assumption that learners are starting from scratch. By the 
spring term virtually all of our students are learning new material together for the first time. 
 
There are six lessons per fortnight, each of which lasts for fifty minutes. We endeavour to develop 
listening, oral, reading and writing skills in equal measure. Every unit of the course is tested with an 
assessment of one of the aforementioned skills. 
 
There are two homework sessions, each of which lasts twenty minutes. Homework consists of 
written exercises, learning vocabulary, or creative work (such as a poster or reading) in preparation 
for the next lesson. 
 
We issue all boys with a copy of the Tricolore Total French course book 1. This forms the basis of 
the work scheme, although we supplement it with our own materials and ICT packages on our 
network or through annual subscriptions. Boys are able to access ICT material at home via a 
password to further their learning. 
 
All boys have the opportunity to study French until the end of Year 11, when they take the GCSE 
examination. In Years 8 and 9 French is taught in a broad setting by ability arrangement. The sets 
are based on performance in the common unit tests in Year 7 and the end of year examination.  
 
We hope to instil a solid working knowledge of the language in our students as well as an 
enthusiasm for the subject and for private study. There is a residential trip to Paris in the final week 
of term in Year 7. This highly successful trip combines the study of French with history (visit to 
Versailles), art (an examination of impressionist works in the Musée d’Orsay) and a cultural 
awareness not experienced in the classroom. Year 9 and 10 students have the opportunity to take 
part in our exchange with an independent school in Moulins, Central France. This, too, provides 
considerable links with other subjects. We look at the battle fields of the Somme, the headquarters 
of the collaborationist Vichy regime, at the volcanic rock formations in the Massif Central, the 
national museum of costume and dance as well as spending time in a French school. 
 
A native French speaker is timetabled to our examination classes and offers a French club for 
younger pupils at lunchtime. 
 
Knowledge of a modern foreign language is an essential part of our curriculum and our aim is to 
make all our students see its worth, both as a part of their examination choices and in later life. 
 
  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

     Boys enjoying a visit to France   
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12.6 GEOGRAPHY 
 
Your son will have four Geography lessons per fortnight, each one lasting fifty minutes.  At least 
one of these lessons will be in a specially equipped Geography room. Homework is set for one 
evening each week and is of twenty minutes duration. 
 
Geography is the study of people and places and how the two interact.  The subject material is 
designed to ensure that pupils can identify and make links between the classroom and the outside 
world. 
 
An ‘enquiry’ approach is often adopted in the Year 7 course, whereby pupils use geographical skills 
to understand the topics covered.  They will develop the ability to understand and resolve issues 
about their environment and they will begin to encounter different societies and cultures. 
 
We focus, initially, on Ordnance Survey Map Skills, such as grid references, compass directions 
and contours interpretation largely applied in the Manchester region. The geography of the local 
environment continues with a field trip to Port Sunlight, where its changing geography is examined, 
and land use mapping and some independent research are practised.  The geography of the British 
Isles provides the context for the development of atlas skills.  
 
In a unit of study on National Parks, we focus on elements of physical and human geography, 
supplemented by the knowledge and experience gained on the Year 7 visit to Patterdale Hall. 
 
Boys should bring a pen, pencil, eraser, a pencil sharpener, coloured pencil crayons, and a small 
stick of glue to each lesson. Work will be done in an exercise book, which will be provided. 
 
 

 
A scene from a Year 7 Geography trip  
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12.7 HISTORY 

Your son will enjoy four lessons of History each fortnight whilst 
in Year 7, each of fifty minutes duration. There will be homework 
set fortnightly, with an approximate duration of 40 minutes. 
 
In Years 7-9 we follow the general outlines of the National 
Curriculum for History. The overwhelming majority of boys take 
the subject on to GCSE level after these three years and a 
significant number further still to ‘A’ level. We strongly believe 
that your son should develop a firm knowledge of the past, should 

enjoy studying History and should be able to interpret the events of the past in relation to today’s 
world. 
 
By the end of Year 7, your son will possess knowledge and understanding of cause and 
consequence, awareness of differing interpretations of the past and the skills to examine and use 
historical sources. He will study history from a variety of perspectives: political, social, economic, 
religious and cultural, and develop the ability to communicate effectively in written and oral forms. 
 
During Year 7 he will study Medieval Britain (1066 - 
c.1400): William the Conqueror, Henry II and Thomas 
Becket, the changing shape of castles, the Crusades, King 
John and Edward ‘Longshanks’ are amongst the specific 
topics covered. The section of the course on castles is 
illuminated for all the boys by a day-long visit to Brougham 
Castle during the Summer Term (right). 

We seek to encourage interest in, knowledge of and 
understanding of the past, and to nurture the essential academic skills of the young historian. We 
help the boys to develop their levels of literacy but History at Bolton School is also a forward-
thinking subject. The department is keen to promote the use of ICT in the study of History; classes 
regularly use the School’s computer suites and many of their classroom lessons involve elements of 
ICT. There are links to many helpful websites, interactive activities and revision games posted on 
the wide-ranging History Department section of the School’s ‘SharePoint’ site and boys are 
encouraged to use this resource both in timetabled lessons and during lunchtimes.  Links with many 
Year 7-based activities can also be found on the ‘School History’ website 
(http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk). 

The History Department produces a twice-yearly magazine entitled 
‘HistOracle’, and keen Year 7 historians pen articles for the 
publication on historical topics of their choice. The Department also 
runs a weekly History Society which is open to – and extremely 
popular amongst – Year 7 boys. The group meets every Friday 
lunchtime and over the past year have indulged in such varied 
activities as castle building (left), balloon debates, ‘Question Time’, 
‘Call My Bluff’, video presentations, designing historical board 
games and quizzes.  
 
The History Department is always available to give advice at any 
stage of a boy's time in Year 7, and may be contacted directly on 
01204 840201 (ext. 236) or, if preferred, by letter. 
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12.8 INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

The Year 7 course provides an introduction to ICT in the Boys’ Division, as well as helping all 
entrants to reach a common minimum standard. It consists of the following elements: 
 
An introduction to the school network 
Word Processing, leading to a written project 
Desktop Publishing 
Spreadsheets for producing tables and charts 
An introduction to the Internet 
Database techniques. 
 
We aim to generate suitable exemplars for each section from other curricular areas as appropriate. 
No prior knowledge is assumed. It should be noted that a PC at home is NOT a prerequisite, though 
those who choose to buy one may wish to consider the Microsoft Office 2007 suite of applications, 
to ensure compatibility with our systems. Pupils without suitable home computers are free to use 
school facilities at lunchtime for completion of work etc. 
 

 
A Year 7 ICT Lesson 
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12.9 LATIN 
 
Latin language and Roman society have a huge influence on modern life. Someone who has studied 
the roots of language is likely to be a more effective communicator; and someone who understands 
the origins of modern society is better equipped to participate successfully in it. All boys at Bolton 
School undertake a formal examination of ancient classical culture, in one form or another, for at 
least the first three years of their studies.   
 
In Year 7, pupils begin their study of the Latin language. From the start, the emphasis is on Latin’s 
place among world languages, on what it can tell us about the people who spoke it, and on the 
mechanics of language in general. Pupils expand their knowledge of language and culture, and 
sharpen their linguistic skills.   
 
A range of materials supports them in this task. Book 1 of the Cambridge Latin Course takes the 
pupil through the basic rules of language, via graded stories based on Roman daily life in the first 
century. The CLC e-learning resource - a large database of video-clips, sound-files, and interactive 
exercises - helps bring these stories to life, and encourages the pupil to use a range of skills, such as 
recitation, drama, and creative writing. Additional resources help the pupil see the links between 
Latin and the modern world.   
 
A boy at Bolton School has plenty of opportunities to take his interest in the ancient world further.  
He can join the Classics Club, where activities range from quizzes, to virtual Roman warfare, to 
reconstructing the Parthenon. He can compete to join the many Bolton School boys who have 
enjoyed success in national Classics competitions, either through essays, creative writing, or the 
reading of Latin aloud.  He can participate in the department’s successful mentoring scheme where, 
under the supervision of a member of staff, sixth-form pupils give guidance in their work to boys 
from the Lower School. He can choose from a full range of Classical subjects (Latin, Ancient 
Greek, Classical Civilisation) at both GCSE and A-level.  And he can look forward to a range of 
trips and visits relevant to his study of the ancient world, including a walk along Hadrian’s Wall in 
Northumberland and a visit to the preserved Roman towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum on the Bay 
of Naples in Italy.   
 
Since most pupils will not have studied Latin before they arrive at Bolton School, an open and 
enquiring mind is the only requirement for this course.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Parents’ Handbook 
 

 36 

12.10 MATHEMATICS 
 
Your son will have seven lessons of Mathematics (each of fifty minutes duration) over two weeks, 
and two homeworks of up to twenty minutes each week. In Year 7 the pupils are taught 
Mathematics within their form groups, but we do start to set from Year 8 onwards. 
 
He will be taught Mathematics by one of the department’s specialists in one of the Maths 
classrooms. Each room is equipped with an interactive whiteboard. We use the STP Book 7A which 
is designed for the more academic pupils and we follow a scheme of work that utilises the 
interactive whiteboard to try to involve the pupils as much as possible.  
 
As for equipment, there is no need for parents to purchase a calculator specifically for Mathematics.  
We shall send a letter to you at the end of Year 7 asking whether you would like us to purchase a 
calculator for your son, as we can buy in bulk this will mean that we can purchase them at a reduced 
cost. However, the boys must ensure that their pencil case contains a pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, a 
compass, a pencil eraser and a pencil sharpener. 
 
It should be noted that the department provides a daily Maths clinic, which should be used by the 
boys who feel that they need further explanation of the work covered in timetabled lessons. 
 
For information, specific topics that will be covered during the year include: 
 
Number:   Multiplication, Division, Decimals, Fractions, Directed  

Numbers, Metric Units, Percentages.  
 
Algebra:   Formulae, Expressions, Equations. 
 
Shape and Space:  Angles, Coordinates, Straight lines, Triangles,  

Quadrilaterals, Parallel lines, Symmetry, Congruence,  
Area and Perimeter. 

 
Data Handling:  Probability, Averages, Bar and Pie Charts. 
 

 
 

A Year 7 Mathematics lesson using the Interactive Whiteboard 
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12.11 MUSIC 
 
Music is regarded as being a very important part of a Year 7 boy's early experience in the school.  
Regular provision is made in the class lessons for instruction in singing, training in aural perception 
and the development of basic musical literacy. Throughout the year, there are ample opportunities 
for those able and interested enough to do so to perform in a wide variety of concerts in a diversity 
of venues. Many boys take the chances offered within the Music Department either to continue the 
study of an instrument played previously at junior school, or to begin tuition for the very first time. 
 
As soon as the boys arrive in September, individual tuition, on a large variety of instruments, 
is available to all at extra cost. 
 
Currently, there are over 420 individual lessons taking place every week and the benefits of this 
arrangement are immeasurable. Not only does it offer the boys a new hobby and discipline; it opens 
many doors into the extra-curricular life of the Music Department and the school. Below is a list of 
the instruments for which individual tuition is available: 
 

Piano 
Keyboard 

Organ 
Guitar (Classical, Acoustic, Electric and Bass) 

Voice 
Percussion (Tuned and Drum Kit) 

Brass Instruments (Trumpet, Cornet, Horns, Tuba and Trombone) 
String Instruments (Violin, Viola and Cello) 

Woodwind Instruments (Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute and Oboe) 
 
Music is very much in the lifeblood of the school, and every Year 7 boy is encouraged to make the 
best of everything that is on offer. Choirs and Orchestras rehearse at lunchtime on a regular weekly 
basis, and there are numerous other group and ensemble activities to interest pupils of all abilities, 
such as: 
 

Year 7 Choir 
Percussion Group 

Brass Group 
Joint Wind Band 
Junior Big Band 
Guitar Group 

Jazz Band 
Joint Orchestra 

Flute Choir 
Sax Group 

 
The Music Department is always available to give advice at any stage of a boy's time in Year 7, and 
may be contacted directly on 01204 840201 Ext. 222/346, or, if preferred, by letter. 
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12.12 OUTDOOR PURSUITS 
 
 

 
 
 
Patterdale Hall, Bolton School’s outdoor residential centre, is situated on the shores of Ullswater, at 
the foot of Helvellyn in the Lake District. 
All boys in Year 7 will have the opportunity to visit the Hall for their curriculum Outdoor Pursuits 
Programme in April/May 2012. This three-day, two-night programme is designed to give the Boys 
a cross-section of land-based and water-based activity.  They usually operate in three groups, 
coming together for meals and social times.  
The outdoors provides a great vehicle for students to try something that differs from their everyday 
life; they experience teamwork, leadership, are challenged and have to look after themselves and 
others. This programme, encompassed in a residential setting, provides a rewarding atmosphere. 
Stemming from this programme, students can continue such activities within the School’s clubs and 
societies network; canoe club, orienteering, climbing and archery are each available within Bolton 
School’s lunchtime and extra-curricular programmes. 
Boys also have the opportunity to visit Patterdale Hall in October for a weekend of activity.  This is 
organised by the Head of Year 7 and is a great opportunity for new boys to get to know each other 
in an informal setting. 
Any further information can be sought on the Bolton School Outdoor Pursuits Department website 
www.patterdalehall.org.uk or via the School Intranet. 
 

EXEMPLAR BOLTON SCHOOL YEAR 7 PROGRAMME 2011 
 

 
 
 
 

 

DAY  SESSION GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 

Monday 
am Travel from school; arrive @ 11:30 a.m. 

pm Sailing 
Gorge Walk & 
Ropes Course Kayak 

     

Tuesday 
am Climbing & 

Abseiling 
Sailing Gorge Walk & 

Ropes Course 

pm Kayak Climbing & 
Abseiling 

Sailing 

     

Wednesday 
am 

Gorge Walk & 
Ropes Course Kayak 

Climbing & 
Abseiling 

pm Group Orienteering Session; coach leaves to school 
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12.13 PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SCHOOL SPORT 

 
Boys in Year 7 have a double period of Sport, a single period of Physical Education and two 
periods of Swimming during each two-week cycle. 
 
Winter/Spring Association Football, Rugby Union, Cross-Country: in double Sport lessons.  

Gymnastics, Swimming: in the two single PE lessons. 

Summer  Cricket: in double Sport lessons. 

   Athletics and Swimming: in the two single PE lessons. 

The kit required will be listed under ‘sportswear’ in the School Clothing Regulations.  
 
Illness and incapacity - In the case of long-term injuries or incapacity, you should inform their 
sports tutor by letter. In the case of short-term problems such as strains etc., a note should be sent to 
the relevant teacher in the Department of Sport.  This should be presented to a member of staff at 
the start of the lesson on the relevant day.   
 
Representative teams: At Under-12 level, the school runs the following teams: 
 
Athletics:  Sports Day, and the County and Town Championships. 
 
Chess:   fixtures take place on Thursday evenings. 
 
Cricket:   fixtures take place on Saturday afternoons.  
 
Cross-Country ESAA team competition; Town and County schools events. 
 
Football: trials in September; fixtures: September to March on Saturday mornings, 

with some after school on weekdays. 
 
Rugby Union: trials in September; fixtures: September to March on Saturday mornings, 

with some after school on weekdays. 
 
Swimming:  fixtures take place after school, usually on Tuesdays. 
 
Tennis: nominally there is no U12 team, but good players may be selected for the 

U13 and U14 teams. 
 
Water Polo:  practices held on Mondays after school.  

occasional fixtures: usually Monday nights, occasionally Sunday afternoons.  
Particularly good players may be included in the U14 squad. 

 
Trials for Year 7 boys will take place early in the term.  Details are usually announced to the 
boys during the Introductory Morning.  
 
It is worth stressing that sports fixtures are displayed on the front page of the Boys’ Division 
website and on SharePoint, the school’s own web-based platform that is available to parents and 
boys alike. Parents are encouraged to consult these pages on a regular basis to keep abreast of the 
latest information.  
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Club Commitments 
 
Parents are required to request official approval for the participation of their sons in any club 
commitment. Such requests should be addressed to the Headmaster. The School is not against boys 
playing for sports clubs per se; in some cases, such as cricket and swimming, they will often gain 
from playing for school and club. However, school sport must take preference over club 
commitments on ALL occasions.   
 
You should have completed and returned a copy of the next sheet as part of the Joining Information 
Booklet sent out in May. If you have not done so please would you complete and return this copy to 
The Headmaster's Secretary, for the attention of Mr P. Fernside, Head of Games, before Friday 1st  
July, 2011. 
 
Kit and Equipment  
 
Please ensure that all items used for any form of sport are named. This includes shin guards, towels, 
boot bags, etc. as well as the obvious items such as shirts and shorts. Boots/trainers must be labelled 
even if only with initials. If clothing is mislaid there is a very good chance that it will be returned.  
If your son does mislay or leave an item, it will be sent to the Lost Property room. The primary 
responsibility for recovering mislaid items lies with your son, through the lost property 
procedure, which will be detailed early in the first week. 
 
It is strongly advised that boys wear a mouth guard when participating in rugby union sessions.  
This is not a statutory requirement, but it is in the best interests of your son to have this protection 
and the vast majority of boys wear a guard. 
 
It is also highly recommended that boys do not wear the blade type of football boot, as these have 
been the cause of a considerable number of serious injuries in schoolboy football and are liable to 
deteriorate in a way that makes them unacceptably dangerous. Several prominent Premiership 
academies, including those at Manchester United F.C. and Arsenal F.C., have banned their young 
trainees from wearing blades. The traditional moulded or six stud types of football boots are the 
ones that the School recommends to parents. 
 
Parents should contact the School if they require any further clarification of any of these issues. 
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BOYS' DIVISION SPORT  
 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND SEND TO SCHOOL ONLY IF YOU HAVE NOT 
ALREADY SENT IN THESE DETAILS AS PART OF THE ‘JOINING 

INSTRUCTIONS’ PACKAGE 
 
 
NAME: _________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:    _________________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________________ 
 
TEL. NO: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sport      Previous experience    
      (E.g. at junior school/local club) 
 

Athletics     _________________________________________________________ 
 
Badminton _________________________________________________________     
 
Chess   _________________________________________________________ 
 
Cricket     _________________________________________________________ 
 
X-Country     _________________________________________________________ 
 
Rugby  _________________________________________________________     
 
Football     _________________________________________________________ 
 
Swimming  _________________________________________________________   
(Please state if your son is a non-swimmer). 
 
Water Polo    _________________________________________________________ 
 
Other  _________________________________________________________  
 
 
Lack of previous experience will NOT affect your opportunity to participate in these sports.  
Some sports will be new to all. 
 
 
If you have an older brother already in school, please give his name and House in the space below. 
 
 
Brother’s Name:  _______________________________________    House:  ________________ 
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12.14 PHYSICS 

 
The Year 7 Physics course focuses on the importance of investigation in order to understand the 
world around us.   
 
A practical-based approach is used covering safety and the measurement of the basic quantities of 
mass, length and time, and related quantities such as volume and density. Through experiments 
students will learn how to choose suitable measuring instruments and how to use them to make 
accurate and reliable measurements. They will then learn how to present their data using graphs and 
other suitable formats, and how to use the data to draw logical and valid conclusions based on 
evidence. They will have the opportunity to develop skills in handling apparatus safely and 
confidently. Pupils will have the opportunity to work in teams and solve problems which will make 
them question and wonder about the world around them. 
 
Pupils have two lessons of Physics per cycle with one homework allocation, of approximately 
twenty minutes duration.  No specialist equipment is required.  All lessons are taught in the physics 
laboratories. 
 
Enrichment will include an Astronomy Club, which will have use of the Bradford Robotic 
Telescope, and a Physics Club, which will give pupils the chance to broaden their experiences and 
gain a Bronze Crest Award. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      Year 7 physicists in action  
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12.15 P.S.H.E.  

 
What does P.S.H.E. mean? 
 
P.S.H.E. means Personal, Social and Health Education.  It is a course in which the boys study the 
following topics, under the direction of the P.S.H.E. Department, led by Mr P.D. Jackson. Topics 
covered include the following: 
 
(1) Settling into a new school. 
(2) Establishing good relationships/friendships. 
(3) Social issues such as bullying, discrimination and stereotyping, alcohol, smoking, 

relationships, and drugs: what you may be offered on the street and how to say no. 
(4) The body: personal hygiene; puberty and growing up; balanced dietary requirements. 
(5) Study skills and revision. 
(6) Personal Safety. 
 
The aim of this course is twofold: 
 
(1) It is a chance for new boys at the start of their secondary school life to settle in, make new 

friends and build up trust.   
 
(2) It enables us to make your son more aware and better informed of the world he lives in, and 

provides him with accurate facts upon which to make informed decisions about his life. 
 
The P.S.H.E. lessons are based upon approved videos, powerpoint presentations and incorporate 
lively group discussions. Boys will also receive information from the school nurses and outside 
speakers.  
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12.16 RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 
In planning the Religious Studies course it has not been assumed that the boys necessarily have a 
personal faith, whilst at the same time it is recognised that there will probably be several faiths 
represented within each form. 
   
Year 7      
 
The course begins with a short introduction to the Bible. There are two other Christian topics: 
‘Advent & Christmas’ and ‘What does justice mean to Christians?’ 
 
We look at two world religions: Hinduism and Buddhism, and we include ‘Patriarchs’ as a 
background to our study of Judaism in Year 8.  
 
Finally, there is one general topic in which we consider arguments for the existence of God. 
 
All forms receive two lessons per two-week cycle and homework is set once a fortnight. 
   
Year 8    
   
We study four of the major world religions: Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Christianity covering the 
topics of Salvation / core beliefs, Prayer and Worship, Holy Books, and Festivals. All forms receive 
two lessons per two-week cycle and homework is set once a fortnight. 
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12.17 TECHNOLOGY  
 
Technology lessons are taught in half-form groups by a Technology teacher who will stay with the 
group for the whole of Year 7.  All boys have three periods of Technology in each two-week cycle. 
 
The Year 7 course is based around a number of practical projects, each one intended to focus pupils 
on particular aspects of designing and making.  Lessons take place in superbly-equipped and 
stimulating facilities and pupils will invariably be excited by the wide range of professional 
equipment they will be trained to safely use – 2D and 3D designing software, a laser-cutter, a 3D 
rapid prototyping machine, soldering equipment, a range of woodworking and metalworking 
machines and numerous hand-tools will all be encountered during Year 7 lessons.  All personal 
protective equipment is supplied and boys are not required to bring anything special to lessons 
beyond their normal stationery equipment and exercise books. 
 
During the designing phases, creativity and innovation are encouraged and pupils will model their 
ideas to evaluate their effectiveness.  There is always a great deal of satisfaction to be gained when 
a personal design idea is finally taken home as a finished 3D product.  If a pupil has produced an 
exemplary piece of practical work, we may put it on display for a while for other pupils to see. 
 
Homework is set during the project designing stages.  When manufacturing their designs, boys may 
need to spend some time in the workshops outside of lessons to ensure that they maintain progress – 
this is in lieu of homework.  The workshops are supervised at lunchtimes by Technology staff on a 
published rota. 
 

 
 
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Year 7 pupil at work 
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13. THE COMMON ROOM, 2011-12 
 
 
ART     ECONOMICS    OUTDOOR PURSUITS 
M.FRAYNE B.A.    A.J.RAITT B.A.    D.J.WATKINSON 
D.K.S.McGUINNESS B.A.   MRS C.EDGE B.A.   R.CHANT 
MRS M.A.RYDER B.A. (pt)   D.W.KETTLE B.A.   
MISS L.TURNER B.A. (pt) 
 
BIOLOGY     FRENCH   PHYSICS 
M. TILLOTSON B.Sc.   A.C.ROBSON B.A.  M.ORMEROD B.Sc.  
MRS J.C.CATTERALL B.Sc., Ph.D. (pt) MRS H.M.BAKER B.A.  MISS B.L.JONES B.Sc.  
MISS R.S.CROWTHER B.Sc.  MISS O.SULLIVAN B.A.  MRS L.J.DOOTSON B.Sc. (pt)  
MISS A.HATCH B.Sc., MA   P.G.DAVIDSON M.A.  A.ALTIMEEMY B.Sc., Ph.D. 
M.HOBBISS B.A    A.I.McNEIL M.A.   P.J.BRITTON M.A. 
N.MORGAN B.Sc., Ph.D.   C.A.J.POWNALL B.A.   B.J.ICKRINGILL B.Sc. (pt) 
F.H.MULLINS B.Sc., Ph.D.   M.H.J.PRENTKI B.A.  D.J.JONES B.Sc. 
 
BUSINESS STUDIES                                   GENERAL STUDIES  PSHE 
MRS C.EDGE B.A.   C.C.JOSEPH  M.A.  P.D.JACKSON B.Sc. 
D.W.KETTLE B.A.       MISS R.S.CROWTHER B.Sc. 

MISS S.J.GORNER B.Sc.   
           
CAREERS        GEOGRAPHY   PSYCHOLOGY 
R.A.CATTERALL M.A.   A.C.R.COMPTON  B.A.  M.HOBBISS B.A.  
     MISS H.TUNSTALL M.Sc.    
                    P.D.JACKSON B.Sc. 
CHEMISTRY                             J.A.RUTTER B.Sc.   RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
M.YATES B.Sc., Ph.D.   R.D.WARDLE B.Sc.  MRS C.E.FOX B.A. 
MISS S.J.GORNER B.Sc.    
MRS E.M.GREENHALGH B.Sc.          
S.COOPER B.Sc., Ph.D.   GERMAN    RUSSIAN 
D.ROGERS B.Sc., Ph.D.   R.A.CATTERALL M.A.   P.G.DAVIDSON M.A. 
M.WHYBROW B.Sc.   MISS O.SULLIVAN B.A.  MRS V.TYMCHYSHYN B.A. 
     K.G.BRACE B.A.   R.LEES B.A. 
CLASSICS               K.M.HIEPKO ESfdL     C.A.J.POWNALL B.A. 
J.E.REESON B.A., M.St., Ph.D.           
MRS E.D.WATTS B.A. (pt)   HISTORY    SPORT/P.E. 
MISS K.S.WRATHMELL B.A.  J.W.RICH  B.A.   M.JOHNSON B.Sc. 
A.E.JACKSON B.A.   MISS S.V.BURGESS M.A.     K.BRANAGAN 
     MISS C.L.DICKINSON B.A. M.CHILTON B.Sc. 
COMPUTING    G.R.BARKER M.A.  P.FERNSIDE B.A. 
P.J.HUMPHREY B.Sc.   C.C.JOSEPH M.A.   H.HOWARD B.A. 
MRS E.FIELDING B.A.       I.HUGHES B.A. 
MRS B.E.WOOD B.A.       G.N.McMILLAN B.A. 
G.N.McMILLAN B.A.        
                                
DRAMA     MATHEMATICS   SPANISH 
MISS A.LIPTROTT B.A.    D.N.PALMER B.Sc.  MRS J.L.COTTON. B.A. 
     MISS M.F.HEYES B.Sc.  R.LEES B.A. 
     MRS D.STEVENS B.Sc.   
ENGLISH     R.BOOTH B.Sc., Ph.D.  TECHNOLOGY  
R.J.GRIFFITHS M.A.                                          P.COSTELLO B.Sc.  C.J.WALKER B.Sc. 
MISS J.KEMP B.A.                                                R.M.HARRISON B.Sc.  P.A.BROWNRIGG B.Sc. 
MISS A.LIPTROTT B.A.   N.C.HOLMES CIMA  G.J.BUTCHART B.Ed. 
MISS N.LORD B.A.   P.B.HOWARD B.Sc.  C.COFFEY B.A  
M.A.BANNISTER M.A.   C.HUNTER B.Sc.    
N.CROPPER B.A.    D.L.STEVENS B.Sc. 
S.W.HOLLAND B.A., Ph.D. 
                Heads Of Department in bold type                  
     MUSIC       
     S.J.MARTIN B.A.  
     MRS A.J.HAMPSON B.Mus. 
     J.C.BLEASDALE B.A., L.L.C.M.      
     R.EASTHAM A.B.S.M. 
     I.K.FORGRIEVE G.MUS 
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14.  EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS, SOCIETIES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
What will your son have to do? 
 
We feel it is important that your son is as involved as possible in the life of the School.  After the 
first few days of term, your son will be encouraged to show how he will organise his spare time 
during a minimum of THREE of his lunch breaks.  He will have an opportunity to examine the 
extra-curricular programme (this is widely advertised and also posted on the notice board in every 
form room) and choose which clubs and societies he would most like to attend. Once he has settled 
into a pattern of attending his chosen clubs, his attendance will be noted and recorded on his formal 
school reports. 
 
Your son’s involvement in the extra-curricular life of the School will result in him mixing with 
boys from other form groups and year groups, discovering and developing talents in non-academic 
fields. As a result, we feel that he will leave Bolton School as a more rounded individual. 
 
The Extra-Curricular Programme  
 
The rich tapestry of extra-curricular activities on offer to every Bolton School pupil is one of the 
School’s greatest assets and it sets us apart from nearly all other schools, even within the 
Independent sector.  As well as being placed into a form group upon their arrival, each pupil is also 
allocated to one of the school’s four Houses: Blackburn, Chorley, Manchester and Wigan. Weekly 
House assemblies enable the boys to mix with pupils outside of their own form group and the 
assemblies are used to organise and coordinate teams for the House Day competitions.  
 
However, it is during the daily 75-minute lunch break that the extra-curricular programme gets into 
full swing.  The boys are expected to involve themselves in the School’s varied range of clubs and 
societies voluntarily.  The list of activities on offer is posted in every form base at the beginning of 
each term and detailed day-to-day notices concerning the clubs are circulated every morning.  Year 
12 and Year 13 are asked to become involved in the leadership of the activities. Aside from 
developing vital leadership qualities, elder students who assist members of staff in the organisation 
of societies are rewarded with a ‘Leadership Certificate’, and many go on to become ‘Monitors’ 
within the School.     
 
This year there are over ninety weekly or fortnightly clubs, societies and practices available to the 
pupils, and this number excludes the many music practices on offer.  These range from subject-
based clubs, such as Art Club, Science Club, Computer Club, Biology Club and The History 
Society to more wide-ranging societies such as Film Society, Warhammer Club, Creative Writing 
Group and Gameshow Club.  There is also both a Junior Literary and Debating Forum and a Senior 
Literary and Debating Society, at which pupils of all ages can hone their oratorical skills. Boys with 
musical and acting talents are also well catered for at Bolton School. Music ensembles and drama 
rehearsals all take place during the lunch break and there are numerous concerts and productions 
every year.  
 
Sport plays a central role in the activities programme. Sports practices for every school team take 
place each week, be it Football, Rugby and Hockey in the autumn and winter terms or Cricket, 
Athletics and Tennis in the summer term. As well as these traditional representative sports, many 
other sporting disciplines are catered for at Bolton School. Water Polo and Swimming are both very 
strong and hold regular lunchtime practices, as well as training sessions both before and after 
school. Bolton School also enters representative teams in Badminton, Basketball, Biathlon, Chess, 
Cross Country and Triathlon, and there are also societies for those who enjoy Climbing and other 
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outdoor pursuits. All of these activities are run by the teaching staff, though specialist sports 
coaching is also employed in some areas. 
 
As well as being part of the formal curriculum, Outdoor Pursuits plays a central role in the extra-
curricular programme. Many pupils are introduced to a particular discipline via the Outdoor 
Education Programme and then go on to further their interest via the extra-curricular programme. 
Upper School Pupils also gain valuable experience of the world of business and commerce through 
the ‘Business Awareness’ course held each year at Patterdale Hall.  The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme is also pursued successfully by many boys, several having achieved the Gold Award whilst 
still at school.  
 
With the majority of these activities taking place between 1:00 p.m. and 2:15 p.m., Bolton School is 
a busy place throughout the day.  No boy should be at a loss for something to do of use, value or 
interest during the lunch hour and the School will try to found new activities in areas where there is 
specific interest from a group of pupils.  Members of staff and senior boys alike give freely of their 
time to encourage maximum involvement in a wide programme of activities and many pupils 
participate in four or five distinct activities every week. 
 
Whilst some after-school activities are available (in particular: sports fixtures, drama rehearsals and 
Duke of Edinburgh Award sessions), these are fewer in number than those that occur at lunchtimes, 
as a result of so many pupils having to travel home on school coaches or special buses.   
 
Information regarding any aspect of Bolton School’s extra-curricular provision can be obtained by 
contacting the Director of Extra-Curricular Activities (Mr M.H.J. Prentki). 
 

 
 

 
 

Which of the many activities will you be involved in? 
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Extra-curricular Societies 2011-12 
 
Here are just some of the societies on offer to Bolton School boys.  
 
Art Club 
Athletics 
Badminton 
Basketball Club 
Biathlon 
Biology Club 
Biology Seminars 
Board Games Club 
Bolton School Newspaper 
Business Club 
Charities’ Committee 
Chess Coaching 
Recreational Chess 
Chemistry Club 
Classics Club 
Classics Essay Competition 
Climbing 
Club Français 
Computer Club 
Computer Programming 
Creative Writing 
Cricket 
Cross Country 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Electronics 
English Club 
Film Society 
Football 
Non-Squad Football 
Game Show Club 
Geography Club 
Golf 
History Society 
Hockey 
Intranet Club 
Junior Drama 
Junior Literary and Debating Forum 
Senior Literary and Debating Forum 
Kayaking 
Latin Mentoring 
 

 
Maths Clinic 
Mechatronics 
Mock Trial Competition 
Model Club  
Engineering 
Paper Clip Physics 
Photography Club 
Rugby 
Russian Club 
Science Club 
Scout Troop 
Spanish Club 
Swimming 
Table Tennis 
Telescope Group 
Tennis 
Trampolining 
Warhammer Club 
Water Polo 
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15.  AND FINALLY... 
 
The people who are best equipped to give advice are the pupils themselves - in particular, your son's 
immediate predecessors. The Form Monitors have helped us to compile this reference guide in an 
attempt to plug any gaps that we may have left. What follows is a list of the main procedures and 
conventions that, in their experience, a new boy should be made aware of. 
 
 

A Bolton School Survival Guide for New Pupils 
 
What do I do if… 
 
1. ...I am late for school? 
  
The late lists are kept on a table, which is next to the Academic Office (Room A38 on map).  Fill in 
and sign either the late list or the coach late list (this will involve writing your name, your form, the 
date and the time you arrived in school). You should then go to assembly or to your first lesson if it 
is after 9:15 a.m. Assemblies for Year 7 are held in either the Arts Centre or the Dining Hall; Full 
Assemblies are held in the Great Hall.  
 
However, do not just charge straight into Assembly!  If it is Full Assembly, then you wait at the 
back of the hall until you are told to go in (this will be just before the Headmaster reads out the 
day’s notices). This procedure is the same for all assemblies in the Great Hall (e.g. Lower School 
Assembly). If you are late for Year 7 Assembly, wait outside the door of the relevant room and you 
will be asked to come in just before the notices are read. 
 
If you were meant to hand in homework before school started, then go to the subject teacher at 
break with the homework. Explain that you were late and hand the homework to them then.   
DON'T leave it until the lesson. 
 
2. ...I am ill and miss school? 
 
Your parent/guardian must ring school on the first morning of your absence and notify school 
that you are ill. 
 
When you return to school, you must bring a letter from your parent/guardian that explains why you 
missed school - hand this letter to your Form Tutor. When you return, it is vital that you take 
responsibility for copying up or catching up work missed during your absence. See the subject 
teacher as soon as possible; do not simply wait until the next lesson in that subject. 
 
3. ...I feel ill during a lesson or in break? 
 
If you feel ill in a lesson, tell your subject teacher, and he/she will help you. If you are taken ill 
during break, you should go to the nurse. The nurse is in the Girls' Division: go through the Girls' 
Division Reception (opposite Boys’ Division Reception) to get there. Once inside, make your way 
through the double doors and turn right - you will come to some more doors. The nurse is through 
these, in a room on the right, at the foot of the stairs. If you get lost, go back to Reception and ask 
for help from one of the Sergeants (or even ask a passing girl!). Your Form Monitors will show you 
how to get to the Medical Room during the Introductory Morning. Make sure that you tell 
someone in your form where you are going if you are likely to miss the start of the next lesson. 
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4. ...I need to miss school for a medical, or other, appointment? 
 
Bring in a letter from your parents explaining when the appointment is.  Show it to your Form Tutor 
in advance of the day you have your appointment. They will provide you with a "Leave of 
Absence" slip. When you then leave for the appointment, hand in the leave of absence slip to 
School Reception. Make sure that your parent/guardian is aware that when they come to pick 
you up they must meet you in School Reception – you must not leave the premises and meet 
them in the streets surrounding the School. 
  
5. ...I have lost my bag, games kit or coat? 
 
Tell your Form Tutor as soon as possible; tell School Reception as well, as someone may have 
handed it in there. Your Tutor will instruct you to inform Mr P.G. Davidson, the Head of Year 7, or 
she/he may do that for you.  Make sure that all your clothing and bags are clearly labelled with your 
name on them. It is a very good idea also to engrave your name into your calculator and watch if 
you have these.   
  
If you cannot find your Form Tutor, tell another member of the Common Room.  He or she will be 
willing to help you. If you cannot find the item that you have lost, it is worth checking at the 
School’s Lost Property service. Your Form Tutor will advise you about the opening times and the 
location of this facility during your first week at school. 
 
6. ...I need to go into a classroom where there is a teacher teaching a lesson? 
 
Knock on the door and wait for the teacher to tell you that you may enter.  If the lesson has started, 
then it is unlikely that you will be allowed to get books that you have left in your locker. It is 
important to plan in advance and make sure that you organise the books that you will need for the 
morning or afternoon lessons at registration times. 
 

7. ...I have forgotten my homework? 
 
Find your teacher before the lesson - tell them that you have forgotten it and apologise to him/her.  
Be aware that forgetting homework repeatedly will result in punishment and possibly a Major 
Detention. However, if you need help, ask your teacher for advice before the homework is due in. 
 
8. ...I am bullied by another pupil? 
 
As soon as possible, or as soon as you want to, tell your Form Tutor or any member of the Common 
Room that you feel comfortable talking to. If you don't want to tell a member of the Common 
Room, then tell your parents or one of your Form Monitors. Speak out against bullying – you are 
not a ‘snitch’ or a ‘grass’ if you tell someone that you are being bullied or have witnessed another 
boy being bullied. 
 
9. ...I have a music lesson? 

 
You will receive a music card from your music teacher. This will have the date of your lesson on, 
which period it is in and which lesson that you should have been attending. You will miss a 
different lesson each cycle and your lesson will not necessarily be on the same day each week.  
When you miss a lesson for a music lesson, make sure that you copy up any notes that you have 
missed and that you find out if there is any homework that you have to do before the next lesson.  It 
is your responsibility to consult the teacher whose lesson you missed about the work. 
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Boys who bring a musical instrument into school must use one of the lockers in the Music 
Department for safekeeping. The procedure will be explained to you in your first music 
lesson. 
 
10. ...I forget/lose my locker key? 
 
If you forget your key, you can open your locker by paying for the use of the master key, but you 
must re-lock it after you have got your things out. Go to Sergeants’ Office and explain the situation 
to them. They will lend you the master key for a short period of time but you have to sign out for it. 
Use of the key costs £1 (this money goes to charitable causes). Make sure you get the equipment 
you will need for the entire day. If you lose your key, again go to Sergeants’ Office and tell them 
what has happened. A replacement key will be issued but you will have to pay for it. 
 
11. ...I have a sports team practice at lunchtime? 
 
You should attend the practice and then go into the last time-slot for lunch, which is at 2:00 p.m. 
 
12. ...I am injured and unable to take part in a Sports lesson? 
 
Bring a letter from your parent/guardian and show it to your Form Tutor and to the staff on duty at 
the changing rooms, before the Sports lesson begins.  You will usually be taken to a vacant 
classroom where you will be expected to work quietly or read. 
 
13. …I am stranded at school after 4:00 p.m.? 
 
The first place you should go to is School Reception.  There will be someone there to help you 
contact home until 5:00 p.m. If you are still at school after 5:00 p.m., then you should go to the Arts 
Centre and use the public telephone there to contact your parents.  The staff in the Arts Centre will 
be able to help you if you are having difficulties. When you have got in touch with your parents, 
arrange for them to meet you at the Arts Centre – do not, under any circumstances, leave the 
school site and wander the local area on your own. It should be stressed that boys who are not 
involved in any school related activity, are not permitted to stay on the school site beyond 4:15 
p.m., without the express permission of the Deputy Headmaster, Mr. R.D.Wardle.  
 
The Detention System in School. 
 
 There are three types of detention: 

 1. Monitors'  Detention Offences  
 
If you are found to be misbehaving, by a school monitor, he will fill in a yellow slip 
with your name, form etc. on it.  It will also have a brief description of what you 
were doing. You will be told to report to a member of the Common Room (usually 
Mr Harrison, the Head of Lower School or Mr R D Wardle, the Deputy Headmaster) 
and to present the slip to him/her. 

 
 2. Minor Detention Offences 

 
If you receive three minor detentions in one term then you will be given a lunchtime 
detention. Minor detentions are usually given out for forgetting homework and 
similar offences. Two or three minors may be issued simultaneously, at the 
discretion of a member of the Common Room. 
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 3. Major Detention Offences 

 
A Major Detention is given for breaking one of the school rules.  For example, it is a 
punishment given for “discourteous, disobedient or insolent behaviour towards a 
member of the teaching or ancillary staff". If you receive a ‘Major’, you will be 
given a letter by your Form Tutor to take home to your parents, which will explain 
what you have done. The date on which you have to serve the detention is also on the 
letter. Your parents have to sign the reply slip, which you bring back to school to be 
handed in, on THE NEXT DAY.  
 
Major detentions are always on a Thursday and mean that you have to stay in 
school until 5:00 p.m. on the appointed day.  On that Thursday you have to report 
to the Senior Library at 4:00 p.m.  A note of your detention is then put on to your 
school record. 

 
 
The "Unwritten" Rules of Bolton School: A Survivor’ s Guide 
 
1) Address all members of the Common Room either by their name or as Sir/Madam/Miss.  

They will usually tell you what they want to be called in your first lesson. 
 
2) Be punctual for lessons. When waiting to enter a room, queue quietly along the wall so as 

not to block the corridor. Making lots of noise disturbs other lessons on the corridor and will 
result in a member of the Common Room coming to tell you to be quiet. Stand up when a 
member of the Common Room or another adult enters the room. 

 
3) Ask permission before removing your blazer. 
 
4) Always put up your hand in class to answer or ask a question. Wait for the member of the 

Common Room to ask you to speak, don’t  just shout out. 
 
5) Don't ring the Common Room bell at morning break unless there is an emergency.  

Otherwise, wait until the member of the Common Room with whom you wish to speak is 
entering or leaving and politely request their attention. 

 
6) Do not talk while you are waiting for any assembly to start. 
 
7) Always wear your blazer in the dining hall. Lunch is compulsory; you can be given a Major 

Detention for missing lunch without permission. 
 
8) Don't walk through the Great Hall to get to lessons, as senior boys may be having organ 

lessons or be working in the alcoves. 
 
9) Don't run, eat or drink in the corridors. No food or drink is allowed in the Form Room.  

Likewise, playing football or any other boisterous behaviour is not allowed in the Form 
Room. 

 
10) Chewing gum is not allowed in school. 
 
11) You are not allowed to use the Form Room at break times or lunchtime unless you are being 

supervised by a member of the Common Room. 
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12) ‘Tippex’ or ‘Liquid Paper’ should not be used for corrections. 
 
13) Do not put cutlery into your pockets and do not remove it from the dining room. 
 
14) The vending machines should only be used at morning break, afternoon break and at 

lunchtime when there are no boys leaving or entering the dining room. 
 
15) Always ask permission at least 24 hours in advance if you need to miss a lesson (in full or in 

part) due to a sports fixture or similar such commitment. If you do not do this you will be 
withdrawn from the team by the master-in-charge. 

 
16) The School is not liable for the loss of any items that are listed as forbidden in school but are 

still brought on to the premises.  Also, boys are strongly discouraged from bringing in large 
sums of money or expensive items like computer games, iPods etc.   

 
17) Change quickly after swimming, as you will be told off if you reach the next lesson too long 

after the first person has arrived.  
 
18) Make sure that your shirt is tucked in at the front and the back at all times. 
 
19) Socks must be grey or black, not white or coloured. 
 
20) Be prepared to open doors for members of the Common Room and other adults.  Remember 

that ‘manners maketh man’. 
 
21) Check the fire escape notices in your Form Room and other teaching rooms and make 

sure that you know where the Fire Exits are. 
 
22) Do not cross the barriers in the Boys’ Quad. They are there for your safety. You will not be 

allowed to use the Quad when the coaches are manoeuvring. This means it is out of bounds 
before 8:50 a.m. and between 3:45 p.m. and 4:15 p.m. 

 
23) If a football goes over the Dobson Road fence, do not chase after it into the road. If it goes 

on the roof, ask a Sergeant for help. 
 
24) Mobile phones should not be brought into school. If a member of the Common Room 

sees you with one, it may be confiscated. 
 
25) Make sure that you wear shin pads for Sport lessons.  You will not be allowed to participate 

if you do not have these. 
 
26) Make sure that you register your attendance at extra-curricular clubs and societies. You 

should make sure that you are attending a lunchtime activity at least three times a week.  
 
27) Make sure that you register for at least two events (and preferably three or four) on House 

Days. However, you must be careful not to sign up for two events that clash. 
 
28) Commendations awarded by subject teachers must be shown to the Secretary in the 

Academic Office (Mrs A. Liptrott) at the earliest possible opportunity after they have been 
issued. 
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29) Only tennis balls or foam balls may be used on the Boys’ Quad (large footballs or 
leather ‘skill’ balls are not permitted).  If you are unsure whether your football is 
suitable for use, show it to Mr Davidson or Mr Harrison before using it on the quad. 

 
We expect respect and courtesy to be shown towards all school staff, other pupils, and the 
school buildings/school property. 
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16.  PARENTS: WHAT TO DO IF...? 
 

  Contact 
   
 
1 

 
Domestic difficulties arise 

 
The Headmaster; Head of Lower School; Head of 
Year. They will, in turn, discreetly notify the 
members of the Common Room who may ‘need to 
know’. 
 

 
2 

 
Academic difficulties or concerns arise 

 
Form Tutor; Head of Year; Head of Lower School.  
 

 
3 

 
Financial difficulty arises 

 
The Headmaster; the Clerk and Treasurer. 
 

 
4 

 
Social difficulties occur 

 
Form Tutor; Head of Year; Head of Lower School. 
 

 
5 

 
Travel difficulties occur 

 
Mr D. Horrocks (Transport Manager), in the 
Transport Office (see Basement Level map); Form 
Tutor. 
 

 
6 

 
Your son needs a one-day leave of absence 
 
 

 
Letter to the Form Tutor, who will then direct your 
son to the School Office to pick up a leave of 
absence slip. 
 

 
7 
 
 

 
A longer-term leave of absence is needed 

 
Letter to the Headmaster, explaining the reason why 
your son needs to miss school and requesting leave 
of absence for that period. 
 

 
8 

 
Your son is ill  

 
Telephone to notify school on the first day of 
absence. 
 

 
9 

 
Your son returns after absence 

 
Brief note of explanation to the Form Tutor. 
 

 
10 

 
Your son is unable to participate in a Sport, 
Swimming or PE lesson 

 
Brief note of explanation, addressed to your son’s 
Sport, Swimming or PE teacher. 
 

 
11 

 
You cannot attend Parents’ Evening 

 
Brief note of explanation to the Form Tutor. 
 

 
12 

 
Your son is unable to arrange your Parents’ 
Evening appointments 

 
Arrive at 6:00 p.m. and make appointments with the 
relevant members of the Common Room (names are 
posted outside the classrooms). 
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13 You wish to check if sports fixtures have 
been postponed  

Ring the Tillotson Pavilion (Tel: 01204 434709) 
from 8:00 a.m. onwards or, alternatively, look on 
the school website. 
 

 
14 

 
You need to visit the Lost Property service 
to look for an item 

 
Ring School Reception to confirm the opening times 
of the Lost Property Service (situated opposite the 
Chemistry Block). 
 

 
15 

 
You need to contact your son at school 

 
Telephone School Reception. 
 

 
16 

 
You are collecting your son during the 
school day for an appointment 

 
Meet at School Reception. We ask that you wait for 
your son to arrive from lessons here, as we do not 
wish Lower School boys to leave the premises 
unsupervised. 
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17.  BOLTON SCHOOL BOYS' DIVISION  
CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
The fundamental school principle - that staff and boys should behave at all times with the 
consideration for, and courtesy towards, others, that living in a community demands - could never 
be reduced to a set of detailed rules.  The following Code of Conduct (which does not claim to be 
complete) is, however, issued as a guide to a number of routine matters. 
 
This code applies, not only in school, but also on any school-related activity or trip. 
 
1. Entering and leaving school 
 
Boys may use any recognised entrance, but must not enter or leave by the Boys' Quad except under 
Staff supervision.  The library stairs pedestrian entrance is for use only at the start and end of the 
school day.  Cycles or motorcycles must not be ridden on school premises. 
 
2. Lates 
 
All boys arriving after the 8:55 a.m. bell must sign the appropriate list which will be outside Sergeants’ 
Office.  They must then report immediately to their place of assembly or lesson.  This late list will be 
removed at 9:50 a.m. and any boy arriving after this time will be marked absent from morning school.  
Those boys arriving between 9:50 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. will sign the special list in Sergeants' Office and 
will be expected to produce an explanatory note.  Lower and Middle School boys arriving after the 
p.m. registration at 2:15 p.m. must sign the LATE LIST in Sergeants' Office.  Any boy accumulating 
several lates (a.m. or p.m.) is likely to incur severe sanctions. 
 
ABSENCES 
When a boy returns to school after an absence, he must bring an explanatory note signed by his parent 
or guardian.  This note will then be initialled by his Form Tutor and sent to Sergeants' Office.  Punctual 
attendance at lessons is required. 
 
3. Bounds 
 
Between 8:55 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., boys may not leave school premises unless they have written 
permission from the Headmaster, the Head of Lower School, the Head of Year or their Form Tutor. 
 
OUT OF BOUNDS TO ALL BOYS 
Entering via the Boys' Quad archway; both pavilions, the sports complex and their surrounds; all 
laboratories and workshops unless a teacher is present or specific permission has been given; the Girls' 
Division; the Girls' Division area of the New Level (i.e. beyond the 1st XI Soccer pitch and on the 
Beech House wall); Beech House grounds and boundary walls; the back streets between Dobson Road 
and Park Road during the period 8:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Boys may not congregate or wait about in the 
Centre Quad or in the Main Entrance.  The playing of all ball games on the forecourt between the main 
school and the Chemistry Block is forbidden.  The use of (small) footballs is restricted to those areas 
where ball games are permitted. 
 
OUT OF BOUNDS TO LOWER AND MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS 
The Great Hall and the Sixth Form Common Room. 
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4. Use of Form Rooms and Form Bases 
 
Responsible behaviour in form rooms is expected at all times. No boy may write on the boards or 
notice boards except with the permission of a member of staff.  Defacing of notices is forbidden.  Boys 
must not damage or deface any school furniture or interfere with another's desk or locker, books or 
possessions.  The playing of cards is permitted at the Form Tutor's discretion, but NOT during lesson 
hours.  All forms of gambling are forbidden AT ALL TIMES.  Lower and Middle school boys may not 
do written homework in form rooms except with the permission of a member of staff, who will make it 
clear when and where a boy may carry out the work. Unless attending an official society or team 
meeting, no boy may use a room other than his own form room before or after school, during the 
morning or afternoon breaks or during the dinner hour, unless with the approval of the Form Tutor.  In 
case of an emergency in an unattended room, help should be summoned from the Sergeants’ Office. 
 
5. Food and Drink 
 
Food and drink must not be consumed inside classrooms.  Empty cans and packaging must be put into 
the waste bins near the vending machines and outside the buildings.  Alcohol must not be introduced 
into the school.  Eating or drinking on the corridors is not allowed. All boys must take care to deposit 
litter in the bins provided. Boys who are queuing for lunch must do so in an orderly manner, as 
directed by the staff and monitors on duty. 
 
6. Forbidden Articles 
 
Tape recorders, iPods, radios and recording equipment of any kind; portable games consoles; laser 
pens; water pistols; weapons and replicas thereof; fireworks; explosives, drugs and all illegal 
substances, knives and all other dangerous articles. All electrical items must be tested and deemed 
satisfactory before their use is permitted in school.  Mobile phones should not be brought into school. 
Photographic equipment of any sort (unless specific permission from a member of the Common Room 
has been obtained) is forbidden. Any item brought on to the School premises is carried entirely at the 
owner’s risk.  
 
7. Selling Goods in School 
 
The selling of goods to other boys in school is strictly forbidden. 
 
8. Smoking 
 
Smoking on school premises and in the grounds is forbidden at all times.  No boy may smoke 
elsewhere whilst wearing school uniform.  Repeated offenders are likely to incur suspension from 
attendance at school. 
 
9. Illegal Drugs 
 
Possession of illegal drugs on school premises, school buses or whilst involved in any school visit or 
expedition is an offence liable to be punished by expulsion. 
 
10. Hair 
 
Hair should be worn tidily, kept clean, neatly cut or shaped and be its natural colour. Neither 
excessively long, nor excessively short hair will be accepted.  Hair should be no shorter than a grade 
two. Moustaches and prominent sideburns are also not allowed.  Beards may only be worn under 
specially agreed circumstances. 
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11. Dress 
 
All boys must observe the Dress Regulations set out in the notice to their parents.  School uniform 
must be worn travelling to and from school and for all events that are specified "school functions".  
EARRINGS AND JEWELLERY ARE NOT ALLOWED.  All badges should be small and 
unobtrusive in colours, wording and design.  The number of school badges is not restricted, but only 
one other badge may be worn. 
 
12. Behaviour 
 
a) In school.  Boys should at all times use doors and thoroughfares with consideration for other people.  
Ball games, chasing games and running on corridors are forbidden. Bags must not be carried at 
shoulder height.  They should not be left where they obstruct corridors and stairs.  Boys should not 
congregate so as to block corridors and stairs. They must show care for the grounds and keep off the 
lawns at the front of the school. Damage to property or to the buildings should immediately be reported 
to Sergeants' Office.  
 
b) In public.  When wearing the school uniform it is especially important that all boys should behave in 
an orderly manner and show consideration for members of the public. Courteous and considerate 
behaviour on public transport or school coaches is particularly desirable. 
 
13. Security of Valuables 
 
Boys must take particular care of such articles as watches, wallets and the like.  Serial numbers should 
be noted and, where possible, the object should be indelibly marked. Before changing for games, 
swimming or sport, boys must use the valuables system in place.  Large sums of money and valuable 
or sought-after items should not be brought into school.  If for some reason they must be, then they 
should be left with the Form Tutor or Sergeants’ office for safekeeping.  The School will not be 
responsible for the loss of such items if these procedures are not followed.  Boys finding lost property 
should hand it in to Sergeants' Office. 
 
14. School Libraries 
 
1. The two libraries are the only rooms in which boys can be assured of quiet working conditions. 

The right to read or work in silence must be respected at all times. 
2. No item may be borrowed from the library without being signed for or, where applicable, 

scanned. 
Items borrowed from the library must be returned promptly. 
If pupils receive a note reminding them that an item is overdue, they must return it at once to 
the library or contact the school librarian immediately to arrange for a renewal of the loan. 

3. Further regulations that apply to the library are: 
a) Food or drink must not be taken into the libraries. 
b) Personal music systems may not be used. 
c) Furniture should not be moved without the librarian’s permission. 

 
15. Weekly Detention 
 
The School runs a detention system.  The purpose is to support the general aims of the school and, in 
particular, to encourage boys to follow the Code of Conduct.  In the interest of consistency and as a 
guide to all, there follows a list of breaches of that Code which we consider merit an after-school major 
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detention.  The list is not necessarily complete and does not supersede the professional judgement of 
individual members of staff. 
 

WEEKLY DETENTION  
 

MAJOR OFFENCES 
 
1) Wilful damage to or defacing of: furniture, building fabric, notices; other school property; other 

people's property. 
 
2) Interference with other people's possessions. 
 
3) Gambling, smoking and the introduction of alcohol. 
 
4) Leaving the school premises without permission during the school day. 
 
5) Absenting oneself from lessons or other compulsory school functions without permission. 
 
6) Failure to meet one's obligations to the school in terms of assignments or impositions. 
 
7) Bad behaviour on public transport or school coaches. 
 
8) Bullying or fighting. Other forms of anti-social behaviour. 
 
9) Attempts at deception or cheating. 
 
10) Discourteous, disobedient or insolent behaviour towards teaching or ancillary staff. 
 
11) Possession of forbidden articles. 
 
12) A serious offence reported by a school monitor. 
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BULLYING  . . .  and how to deal with it 
 
 
If you are bullied: 
 
1.  Remember that bullying is absolutely unacceptable behaviour and that the School will not 

tolerate bullies. 

 

2.    Try not to show that you are upset.  It may be difficult, but bullies thrive on someone’s fear. 

 

3.    Do not react physically - this may make things worse. 

 

4.    Stay with a group of friends or walk confidently away. Go straight to a member of staff and tell 

them what is happening, regardless of any threat made to deter you from doing so. 

 

       You will get immediate support. 

 

If you see someone being bullied: 

 

1.    Take action - it is your duty to do so.  Watching and doing nothing makes it appear as if you are 

on the side of the bully. 

 

2.     Do not be, or pretend to be, an ally of the bully. 

 

3.     Tell a member of staff immediately regardless of any threat made to deter you from doing so.  

The member of staff will then be able to help. Each reported case will be treated seriously. 

 

 

Remember:  SILENCE IS THE BULLY’S GREATEST WEAPON. 
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18. ADDENDA 
Clothing 
 
For your reference, a guide to the School’s clothing regulations is given below. It is identical to the 
one that you received in the Joining Papers, but, from our experience, many parents have found it 
useful for it to be included in this handbook.  
 

CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS FOR JUNIOR SCHOOL TO SENIOR S CHOOL YEAR 11  
 
School uniform to be worn by all Junior School boys and the first five years of the Senior School is listed below.  
School uniform must be worn in full, smartly and correctly, when in school and when travelling to and from school. 
 
 
  Blazer    Regulation pattern from school shop 
  Shirt     White or grey 
  Tie    Regulation design from school shop 
  Sweater    V-necked black with crest 
  Trousers   Dark grey/charcoal; conventional cut and cloth 
  Socks    Dark coloured and of unobtrusive pattern 
  Shoes (Senior)   Black or brown; orthodox pattern 

Shoes (Junior)  Black orthodox pattern; not boots 
               Shoes (Junior)   Trainers for yard and field play 
 House Tops – Reversible  Manchester-green, Chorley-red, Wigan-blue, Blackburn-yellow 
 Black Waterproof Monkhouse  

Top & Bottom 
   
As an alternative to blazer and trousers, a suit of approved mid-grey to dark grey colour is allowed for pupils in Year 11 
and above. 
 
 
ALL CLOTHING AND SPORTSWEAR AND VALUABLES SUCH AS W ATCHES AND CALCULATORS 
SHOULD BE CLEARLY MARKED WITH THE BOY'S NAME AND IN ITIALS. 
 
 
1. School Shop: The School has its own shop selling uniform and sports equipment.  
 

The opening times are as follows: 
 

  12.00 noon - 4.30 p.m. every week day              All year apart from  
  9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. every Saturday                Summer Break – see below 
 
  10.00 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.  Tuesday - Friday            From Tuesday 2nd August 2011  
  9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. every Saturday                  

Closed Mondays  and Bank Holidays   
 

When the School is closed for half term, the shop only opens on the Friday and Saturday before school returns.
  

       
 
2. Outgrown Clothing Service: The Parents’ Association organises an Outgrown Clothing Service to enable 

parents to obtain used clothing and sportswear at a substantial saving in cost.  It is open on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday lunchtimes (1.00 p.m. - 2.30 p.m.), Tuesday afternoon (3.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m.) and 
during term time at the School.  Parents of new boys should enquire at Sergeants’ Office for directions. 

 
 
 
3. Name Tapes: These may be obtained from the school shop. 
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School Calendar 
 
The dates for the next two academic years have been included for your convenience. It must be 
stressed that while it is your prerogative to withdraw your son from classes, it is not in the best 
interests of his education or development.  
 

2011-2012 
Autumn Term 
Wednesday 7th September – Staff and new boys 
Thursday 8th September – Term starts for all pupils 
Friday 16th December – Term ends at 3:25 p.m. 
 
Half-term – Thursday 20th October – Monday 31st October (inclusive) 
 
Spring Term 
Monday 9th January – Term starts 
Friday 30th March – Term ends at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Half-term – Monday 20th February to Friday 24th February (inclusive) 
 
Summer Term 
Thursday 19th April – Term starts 
Wednesday 11th July – Term ends at 3:25 p.m. 
 
Bank Holiday – Monday 7th May 
 
Half-term – Monday 4th June to Friday 8th June (inclusive) 
 

2012-2013 
Autumn Term 
Wednesday 5th September – Staff and new boys 
Thursday 6th September – Term starts for all pupils 
Thursday 20th December – Term ends at 3:25 p.m. 
 
Half-term – Monday 22nd October – Friday 2nd November (inclusive) 
 
Spring Term 
Monday 7th January – Term starts 
Friday 22nd March – Term ends at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Half-term – Monday 11th February to Friday 15th February (inclusive) 
 
Summer Term 
Monday 15th April – Term starts 
Thursday 11th July – Term ends at 3:25 p.m. 
 
Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May 
 
Half-term – Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May (inclusive) 


