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From the Head...
The academic year 2020-21 has certainly been an unusual
one and in many ways felt like three years in one as each term
brought change and a new set of challenges. Whatever the
year held, the boys and staff faced it with their usual sense of
endeavour and enthusiasm.
As the boys walked through the gates in September they found
a school which, while on the whole similar, was quite different
to the one they had left, in some cases in March 2020. Shiny
new sinks waited for them in the yard, and a series of arrows
and footsteps guided them around the building. Of course
all of the covid safe arrangements did not faze the boys and
they threw themselves into school life with energy and joy.
Our usual level of school activity was undoubtedly hit by
covid restrictions: having to maintain class bubbles meant that
lunchtime clubs had to change a little and fixtures and visits
were off the agenda for a while. This of course did not deter us
from our usual energy and in many ways allowed us to be a bit
more creative with our plans, so the boys enjoyed a range of
activity within their class groups including sports clubs, chess,
lego, digital sketching, coding… the list could go on and on.
Whatever the activity, whether as part of the curriculum or as
an addition, the boys simply got involved with whatever was
happening with great excitement and their joy in being back
with friends and teachers was a delight to see.
Of course the return to school after the Christmas break ended
before it had even begun with a full lockdown imposed just
as we prepared to re-open in January. Thanks to their familiarity
with working on the iPads the boys were able to simply get
stuck straight into their learning from day one and while we
couldn’t meet physically the sense of community lived on. It
was lovely to see how well all of the boys engaged with their
work, supporting each other even when they could not be
together.

Such a disjointed year and so many restrictions mean that
our usual calendar of fixtures and trips has been somewhat
curtailed, but this has not stopped us from ensuring that the
boys have enjoyed a wealth of opportunities. We have perhaps
just had to change how we do things. House competitions
certainly took on a life of their own, with a few new additions to
that competition taking place this year – it made the Champion
House announcement all the more exciting following a year
full of healthy competition between all of the boys. Whilst we
couldn’t venture out very much, we did make the most of the
many opportunities to have people visit us either in person or
via the wonders of the web: these ranged from an interview
with Cleopatra to a visit to the rainforest via Chester Zoo, a chat
with an arctic explorer and some drawing with illustrator Nick
Sharratt. Some events were able to happen in person. It was
fabulous to see the boys enjoying a workshop with the Octagon
Theatre to celebrate Shakespeare Week when we returned to
school in late March and most of Year 6 managed to get on their
bikes for the Bikeability course in the Summer Term.
Thanks to some very kind weather we were able to bring the
whole school together for the first and last time of the year as
we celebrated Prizegiving and then held our annual Sports Day.
This was a most fitting way to celebrate the achievements of all
the boys in this most unusual of years and to wave our leavers
off as we wish them luck for the next stages in their school
careers. So, as we close the doors on another school year, of
course there is a little sadness at the things we have missed, but
I look back at all that the boys have achieved with pride. I also
look forward with great excitement and anticipation to what
fabulous opportunities lie ahead for those who remain with us
at Park Road and also for those who move on to pastures new,
even if they’re not so very distant. Well done and good luck,
boys.
Mrs S Faulkner
Head of the Junior Boys’ Division
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Art

Illustrator Nick Sharratt shared his Top Tips with Year 4 in a
Zoom talk

Landscape silk painting (Year 6)

Year 6 boys experimenting with silk painting

Year 4 artwork

Aztec Mask (Year 5)

Year 5 using modern technology to recreate
Roman mosaic techniques

Hand-made cards for Mother’s Day
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Music & Drama
Peter Pan
The Year 6 boys whisked their audiences away on a flying
visit to Neverland with their production of ‘Peter Pan’!
The curtain rose in the Girls’ Division Theatre not on the
usual audience of parents and family members but for
a one-man film crew, but the whole school community
thoroughly enjoyed the show nonetheless when it
premiered online. Enthusiastic performances from the
whole cast combined with colourful costumes, bright
sets and even a 1.5m ticking crocodile to make for a
truly magical experience. It was brilliant to see the boys
performing such a fun and uplifting play about freedom
and adventure!

Samba Workshops
Years 5 and 6 had fun learning the basics of
Samba with Mr Forgrieve. They discovered a
range of percussion instruments and, with just
a little instruction, were able to use them to
play a Samba by the end of the session.
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Christmas Celebration
The Christmas Carol Service took on a rather
different format in December: the whole
thing was filmed, with year group bubbles
contributing separately to the programme.
Year 3 recited ‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas’, Year 4 processed into the Hall
with Christingles made in RE lessons, Year
5 explained the origins of some Christmas
traditions, and Year 6 prepared two carols
with descants. The Chamber Choir, Guitar
Group, Strings Group and Tuned Percussion
Group were also able to perform, and the
usual Christmas readings and carols were
included.

Music Festival

Shakespeare Week
Boys in all year groups enjoyed workshops with
the Octagon Theatre to celebrate Shakespeare
Week. They had fun working on the play ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and some groups
even ventured outside to perform scenes ‘in the
woods’!

Though it could not take place as a live event, this year’s annual Music Festival was held virtually.
116 amazing pre-recorded entries across eleven different categories were uploaded to
Showbie for judging by Mr Spooner, the Senior School organist.

The Night Before Christmas
Boys in Years 3 and 4 were treated to a magical
performance of ‘The Night Before Christmas’ in
December. The show by Quantum Theatre Group
was the perfect way to end the Autumn term.
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Outdoor Learning
Patterdale Hall
Years 4, 5 and 6 were delighted to be able to visit Patterdale Hall again this
summer for a host of outdoor activities, including canoeing, gorge walking,
archery, climbing, the low ropes course, hillwalking and paddleboarding! Some
boys even got to try their hand at back country skills and sleeping outdoors in
tents they pitched themselves.

SUP
At opposite ends of the school year, boys in Years 5 and 6 took part in Stand Up
Paddleboarding sessions on the water at the Anderton Centre! Both year groups made
great progress during their lessons and all thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

Bikeability
The whole of Year 6 took the
Bikeability cycling proficiency
course to learn important safety
skills and increase their road
awareness capabilities. They also
discovered how to perform basic
maintenance on their bikes.

Adventure Day
Year 3 travelled to the Anderton
Centre for an exciting Adventure
Day! They had fun canoeing on
the reservoir, and in the afternoon
took on the challenges of the low
ropes course, bouldering on the
climbing wall and orienteering.
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Charity

Environment

Fun Run
Boys put on their colourful costumes for the annual Fun Run: Stormtroopers and
superheroes, pirates and pandas, hotdogs and bananas, clowns and cowboys,
dinosaurs and detectives, pirates and even a famous politician! The whole school
voted to support The World Wildlife Fund and Cancer Research UK, and the donations
exceeded £7,480 by the end of term.

Children in Need
The boys donned their spotty
accessories to raise money for
the annual BBC Children in Need
appeal. They collected just over
£460.

Urban Outreach

Save the Children
The chosen charity for the recorded
Carol Service collection was Save the
Children, which supports young children
living in poverty by improving their early
learning. The total raised was £330.

Year 5 visited Urban Outreach’s
warehouse to discover more
about how this local charity
helps to tackle poverty in Bolton.
Everyone took a donation and the
boys learned more about food
poverty on this thought-provoking
trip. The school also supported
Urban Outreach through the
annual Harvest Collection, and in
December donated nearly 300
tubes of Pringles to help fill the
charity’s Christmas hampers for
underprivileged families in the
Bolton area.

All of the Junior Boys became Climate
Heroes this year after taking on the
challenge of making small personal
changes to collectively make a big
difference to carbon emissions! They
were proud to receive their class
certificates and individual Green
Badges from Blue Peter.

Years 4 to 6 Zoomed with
Recycle4GM to learn how to become
responsible recyclers. The boys also
gained an insight into how their
waste is sorted at the £26m Materials
Recovery Facility (‘Merf’) using lasers,
magnets and eddy currents.
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Sports

Double Final
In a first for the Park Road record books,
the same pair of Year 6 boys faced off
across the net in finals of both the Table
Tennis and Badminton Tournaments! The
matches were extremely close encounters
and were won by the smallest of margins.

Intro to Squash
Boys in all year groups got a taste of playing squash
through beginners’ sessions in the hall.

Cross Country
Though most of the usual fixtures were cancelled due to the
pandemic, boys still managed to take part in cross country this year.
A group from Years 5 and 6 competed virtually at the annual AJIS
meet against the Junior Girls.

Gymnastics Final
The Year 6 Gymnastics Final took place in
the hall, with Year 3 as the live audience
and the rest of the school tuning in to the
livestreamed event from their form rooms.

Running Club
Cricket Taster
Lancashire Cricket Club helped
to teach Years 3 and 4 the basics
of the game through a range of
drills and exercises.
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All year groups have had fun at Running Club
throughout the year. They took on challenges
such as the Bolton Virtual Mile and the Santa
Dash, which encouraged the whole school
to collectively run the distance to the North
Pole!

Sports Day
Though parents were not able to attend Sports Day
this year, there was nonetheless a lively atmosphere
and a great many close races made for a build-up of
excitement throughout the afternoon! Competitive
spirit and camaraderie were both very much in
evidence on the day. In 2021, Athletics Cup prizes
were awarded to each year group for the very first
time.

Clubs
Boys in their separate year
groups made the most of a
wide variety of sports clubs at
lunchtime and after school.
Football

Cricket

Hockey

Rugby

Water Polo

Tennis

Table Tennis

Yoga

Badminton
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Around School

House Spirit
In a year when no external
fixtures could take place,
House competitions took
on a life of their own. Boys
were eager to represent
their House no matter what
the event! Their enthusiasm
made the ‘Champion House’
announcement all the more
exciting at the end of a year
of healthy competition.

Mandarin
Boys have continued
their lessons in Mandarin
and discovered more
about Chinese culture
throughout the year.
They particularly liked
learning about different
festivals and making and
sampling various dishes
prepared for these
special occasions.

Author, photographer and motivational
speaker Alex Hibbert talked to Year 6 over
Zoom about his Arctic adventures. He
took the boys on a photographic journey
through some of the most challenging
terrain in the world, explaining how he
and his team survived the conditions and
adapted to changing circumstances.

Inspirational Dame
Performer, TV presenter, producer and author
Floella Benjamin addressed the Junior Boys as part
of a Zoom call with 170 schools. She spoke to the
huge virtual gathering about her life and shared her
philosophy of the 3 Cs: Consideration, Contentment
and Confidence, rounded out by the 4th C,
Courage.

Rainforest Workshop
A Zoom call with a zoo keeper helped
introduce Year 4 to their geography
topic on the rainforest! The live talk
from Chester Zoo allowed them to
virtually examine a jaguar’s skull and a
5m snake’s skin. They also learned why
they should be careful when buying
chocolate.
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Polar Explorer

Careers Insights
There was a wealth of careers advice available
at the joint Careers Carousel. Year 6 boys
were joined on Zoom by their Junior Girls’
School counterparts and a fascinating range
of guest speakers: alumni Dr Natalie Rout (GP),
Lieutenant Commander Rob de Maine (Royal
Navy) and Hannah Earp (Marine Scientist), and
representatives from UKFast (hosting and cloud
provider).

Prizegiving

Houses of Parliament

Fair weather on the final day of
term allowed the Junior Boys to
come together as a whole school
for the first and last time this year!
It was a fitting celebration of boys’
achievements and an opportunity
to wish Year 6 leavers good luck.

Year 6 virtually visited the Houses of
Parliament in London. They learned
about the origins of the Parliament
building, the transition of power from
the monarchy to an elected government,
how MPs are elected and how laws are
made. They were full of curious questions
for the presenters!

Public Speaking Award

Holocaust Learning

The whole of Year 6 were whittled
down to a small group of finalists
for the Public Speaking Award.
An eclectic mix of topics were
mooted and a very impressive high
standard prevailed during the final
itself. Boys also participated in a
Verse Speaking Competition this
year.

Year 6 connected with children’s
author Tom Palmer via Zoom.
He spoke about his latest book
‘After the War’, which is about the
Windermere Children: 300 child
concentration camp survivors
who came to the Lake District
to recuperate in 1945. He also
shared his tips on researching,
drafting and editing stories.

World Book Day
To celebrate World Book Day during remote learning, boys made reading dens at home, designed the
book cover of their life, created an augmented reality book scene, and crafted ‘potato portraits’ of book
characters! They also attended a virtual assembly led by David Walliams, and teachers swapped classes to
share readings from their favourite books.

Author Talk
Boys in Year 5 had an interesting
Zoom call with author and
illustrator Thomas Taylor. He shared
the inspiration behind his book
‘Malamander’, and the boys were
excited to ask him questions after
enjoying the book in their library
lessons!

Science Zooms
Boys in all year groups enjoyed fascinating virtual science lectures this year!
Dr Ken shared his scientific knowledge on a wide variety of topics, from
experiments showing changes of state to space and the solar system. Year
6 also had a virtual visit from palaeontologist Dr Helen, who explained more
about her work and shared fossils from her collection.
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Trips and Visits
Ancient Egypt

Tudor Times
Instead of the usual trip to Ordsall Hall, Year 5 made the most of a Tudor
Day in School: activities included making ‘Tudor Rose’ biscuits and even
cooking and sampling a delicious Tudor banquet!

With the help of a little modern
technology, Cleopatra herself Zoomed
into the Year 3 classrooms. She
discussed being able to speak seven
languages, explained how the River Nile
brought life to Egypt, and talked about
many Ancient Egyptian inventions.
The call ended with her rushing off to
battle!

Victorian Era
Saxons and Viking
Year 4 boys had a thrilling day out at Tatton Park,
where they experienced the Saxon and Viking ways
of life. To prove their worth as Saxons (and avoid
being sold to the Vikings as galley slaves!) they wove
their own rope, stalked the deer, and tried flailing
and grinding wheat. This was followed by Viking
Warrior training, where they perfected their shield
formations and battle cries.

Boys in Year 6 had great fun using the Salford Museum Discovery Boxes
to support their learning about the Victorians in History. They explored
jobs and domestic life through investigating artefacts, photographs and
toys. They even washed and dried clothes the Victorian way!

e juniorboys@boltonschool.org
t 01204 434735
www.boltonschool.org/juniorboys/
12

BOLTON SCHOOL JUNIOR BOYS

