boltonschool.org
Spring 2017

Highlights
from the Head...
This edition of ‘Voice’ offers a sample of the
activities which have been keeping the girls busy
since the second half of the Christmas term. One
notable aspect is how many visitors to School
we have managed to attract during that time.
During the school day, we have been privileged
to welcome author Caroline Lawrence, poet
Mandy Coe, Olympic athlete Eilish McColgan,
chess Grandmaster Nigel Short, and professionals
from the world of business and the NHS. In the
evenings, our newly established Enrichment
Lectures have allowed us to hear from
percussionist Evelyn Glennie, poet Lemn Sissay,
and physicist Jeff Forshaw. I challenge any school
in the country to match such a diverse range of
guests in so short a period of time! We are also
proud to share such experiences with local Bolton
schools and we invite colleagues across the
borough to bring their own pupils to many of our
events. This is just one way in which we try to
ensure that a Bolton School education is available
to as many people as possible, in honour of Lord
Leverhulme’s wishes when he re-founded the
School 100 years ago.

Wonder: the student-devised Joint Middle
School Production was a Promenade around the
Boys’ Division which took audiences on a journey
through August Pullman’s first year at high
school. The cast delivered a sense of ‘wonder’ to
audiences throughout the three-night run.

I always say that my biggest wish is that girls
should enjoy their time here and find excitement
and stimulation in everything that we offer. I
hope that this Newsletter gives you a flavour of
how rich and rewarding life here can be.

Miss S Hincks, Headmistress

Biology Olympiad
Huge congratulations to students who sat
the British Biology Olympiad in February!
This competition aims to challenge and
stimulate students interested in Biology,
encouraging them to study beyond
the curriculum and enabling them to
demonstrate their knowledge and achieve
recognition in the form of awards and prizes.
Alishi Maini, Shivani Manoharan and Sreya
Coomer achieved Bronze Awards; Rebecca
Calderbank, Letitia Sermin-Reed and Anjali
Anicatt achieved Highly Commended; and
Alice Robinson was Commended.

Christmas in the Girls’ Division
Silence Supports
Mission Christmas
The whole of Year 7 spent a school day in silence
to raise an incredible £2,800 for Cash for Kids
and Key 103’s Mission Christmas. Representatives
from each form visited Toys R Us to buy a huge
haul of gifts for the appeal, which provides
Christmas presents to disadvantaged young
people in Greater Manchester.

Ceremony of Carols

Shoebox Appeal

The programme this year was infused with a
literary theme, and highlights included readings
from Laurie Lee’s Cider with Rosie and the Middle
School Choir singing ‘Music I Love’, adapted
by Mrs Price from a poem by Anne Brontë.
The traditional singing of carols made for an
enchanting evening. A retiring collection was
held for Save the Children and, when added to
the Christmas Jumper Day fundraising, the Girls’
Division raised £1,200 for the charity.

Pupils donated 91 shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child, with Year 7 completing an
impressive number for the appeal. A group of
girls from a number of different year groups
dropped off the donations at the Macron
Stadium. While there, they helped to check
that contents were suitable, repaired any
damaged shoeboxes, and packed cartons ready
for shipping. The shoeboxes were delivered to
Leskovac in southern Serbia to be distributed.

Girls in STEM
Ten girls from Year 8 attended a day for Girls
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Maths) run annually by Accenture.
Following keynote speeches encouraging
girls to push against stereotypes, our girls
were involved in a series of workshops which
culminated in them building and coding a
robot car.

Christmas Post
The annual Christmas Post saw Year 10 raise
£1,354.83 for Christie’s. During assembly, each
form called on the rest of the School to support
their cake and sweet sale with hilarious parodies,
instantly recognisable cameos and Christmas
characters.

Christmas Jumper Day

Prefects’ Panto
Pupils and staff were entertained at the end of term
by the Head Girl and her team of Prefects putting
on their annual Panto. This fun event raised £381.14
for Well Good, the charity set up by maths teachers
Mr Hitchin and Mr Heppleston to provide safe
drinking water in the developing world.

Saucy Pie Challenge!
Yet again girls have risen to the challenge of
collecting items for Urban Outreach’s Christmas
Hampers! Six teams of Year 12 girls had just over
three weeks to collect 1,300 packets of mince
pies and accompanying brandy or rum sauce.
Through a wide variety of fundraising efforts and
generous donations from the rest of the Girls’
Division, they reached their target on time.

Big Garden
Birdwatch

Evening Enrichment Lectures

This year has seen a new addition to the Girls’ Division calendar – regular evening lectures
on the ‘Arts’ or ‘Sciences’.

In Conversation with Evelyn Glennie
Virtuoso percussionist Dame Evelyn Glennie filled
the Great Hall with arresting music during her visit to
Bolton School. A group of multi-instrumentalists posed
questions, inviting her to reflect on her renowned
barefoot performances and her experience leading
1,000 drummers at the opening ceremony of the
London Olympic Games in 2012, and to offer advice
to young musicians. Her fascinating conversation
ended with a rendition of John Cage’s silent piece ‘Four
Minutes, Thirty-Three Seconds’, asking the audience
to focus on the sounds resonating in the Hall, within
themselves, and in one another.

Over 60 Year 7s became citizen scientists for the
Big Garden Birdwatch. Organised by the RSPB,
this event is the world’s largest wildlife survey.
During the weekend of 28-30 January, pupils chose
an hour to watch and record the birds visiting their
garden. Results were submitted to the RSPB and
shared with Environment Club, who collated and
analysed the results. The girls recorded more than
20 different bird species, with the blackbird being
the most common.

Poignant Poetry

Meeting a Guide Dog
Year 8 pupils learned all about life with a guide
dog from Toni Forrest. The girls were delighted
to meet Toni’s guide dog Quilla and hear about
the vital work that she and her fellow guide dogs
perform every day.

La Casa de
Bernarda Alba
The Spanish department was thrilled to take
Sixth Form students to watch Federico García
Lorca’s iconic Spanish masterpiece. Everyone
enjoyed tapas to get in the mood for an
evening of Spanish culture before watching
the accessible English translation production
at the Royal Exchange Theatre, Manchester.
The company consisted of female actresses
with a range of special needs. They gave
gave a superb interpretation of the play,
in which all characters are women and the
men referred to are sources of jealousy and
resentment. Most students had not read
the play before, and so really appreciated
the dramatic impact of the final scene! Miss
Irvine was particularly eager to see the
performance as she recalls her time on stage
in the School theatre playing Bernarda, the
tyrannical matriarch, in the School’s 1988
Festival of Languages, directed by Mrs Shafiq!

Lemn Sissay held the audience mesmerised throughout
an emotional evening of readings from his new
collection Gold from the Stone. The epic ‘Morning
Breaks’ served as a weighty opening, and as a telling
analogy for Lemn’s own life: in the poem, the narrator
clings to a branch for years before choosing to finally
let go, having grown wings during his suspension which
enabled him to take flight. He elegantly shared his life
history and raw childhood recollections alongside a
wide variety of poetry readings.

Universal: A Guide to the Cosmos
Particle physicist Professor Jeff Forshaw of the
University of Manchester took a fascinated
audience on a journey of scientific exploration
to understand some of the most fundamental
questions about our Earth, Sun, Solar System and
the star-filled galaxies beyond. He discussed the Big
Bang, Quantum Physics, Superstring Theory, and the
fact that scientists only understand a small fraction
of what constitutes the universe. He also opened up
potential theological and philosophical questions
with the concept of an infinite multiverse.

Archers Victorious
The first ever archery competition held at
Bolton School pitted the Boys’ and Girls’
Divisions against one another. The girls won
with a final score of 10-8!

County Selection
Poppy Donohue has been chosen for the U13
Lancashire Country Cricket squad, and Alice
Leary has joined the U13 Greater Manchester
Hockey squad: a great achievement for both
Year 7 pupils.

Roman Mysteries
Caroline Lawrence, author of the Roman
Mysteries books, visited pupils to talk about her
Classical inspirations, using archetypes in writing,
Classical history, the destruction of Pompeii, and
her current series, the Roman Quests.

Business
Challenge Final
The three judges were impressed with the
creativity, thorough business plans and high
standard of presentation from all four teams
at the Final. However, there could only be one
winner, and after much deliberation the trophy
was awarded to Tranquillo, a pillow designed to
reduce insomnia.

Lacrosse Call-Ups
Six Bolton School girls have been selected
for the U13 Lancashire Lacrosse A Squad and
seven for the B Squad, including Ella Brophy in
Year 6 who is just 10 years old! Four girls have
also been chosen for Junior North of England
Lacrosse squads: Louisa Brophy and Georgina
Owen on the A Squad, which Georgina will
Captain, and Ellie Bridge and Maddie Kennedy on
the B Squad. Last term, thirteen girls from Years
9 to 13 were selected for the U18 Lancashire
Lacrosse A and B Squads.

Chosen for the U13 Squad: Back Row - Olivia Maguire,
Lizzy Harkness, Amelia Myall, Rachel Roscoe, Chloe
Ferguson, Martha Halford, Phoebe Hurt; and Front
Row - Alice Leary, Ella Brophy, Ruby Hill, Eve Gould,
Isabelle Corrigan, Vanessa Wong

Girls Run
for Bolton
Following excellent performances at the
Bolton Schools’ Cross Country Championships
in October, Year 7 pupil Anna Wiggetts and
Year 8s Maya Croasdaile, Phoebe Hurt and
Lucy Pixton all represented the town at the
Greater Manchester Schools’ Cross Country
Championships at Heaton Park.

National Citizen
Service

Physics Olympics

Year 11 pupils learned more about National
Citizen Service (NCS) at Bolton Lads and Girls
Club. This scheme encourages young people
to develop their citizenship and help their
community during the holidays, while also
making new friends, improving themselves and
having fun. This is the seventh year that the
School has provided NCS as an option to all Year
11 pupils.

Two teams of four Year 9 pupils pitted their
skills and knowledge against 23 rival teams from
13 schools in the annual Ogden Trust Physics
Olympics. They completed five varied practical
physics tasks which stretched their abilities.

Both teams performed strongly in the ‘Rainbow
Babies’ task, and one team’s impressive
construction efforts earned them gold medals in
the Jelly Baby Towers challenge!

Half Term Trips
Creative Writing Retreat

Icelandic Adventure

Iceland is a geographer’s dream! The girls saw
volcanoes, waterfalls, glaciers, geothermal power,
geysers and basaltic columns during the trip.

Swimming
Superstars

Girls’ Division swimmers have been excelling
across the board! The Junior Team won the
trophy at the Bolton Schools’ Swimming
Championships, while the Senior Team tied for
first place and the Intermediate Team came in
second place! Two pupils also did well at the
recent Lancashire Championships: Elly Fraser
(Year 8) won one silver and two gold medals
and Lucy Dixon (Year 7) won three gold and
two silver medals. Lucy’s triumph follows
her victory at the Salford 100s lifesaving
competition last term.

Berlin macht Spaß!
 he Sixth Form trip to Berlin was packed full of
T
fun and learning. Highlights included a Ritter
Sport chocolate workshop, a musical revue,
finding out about the rise of National Socialism
at the Topography of Terror museum, coffee
and cake while viewing the Brandenburg Gate,
and visiting the Reichstag where the German
parliament sits. The girls learned how to use the
Berlin transport system and acted as guides for
the last day. Each girl engaged marvellously with
the German language and culture.

The Junior Swimming Team:
Front: Katie Riggs, Bethany Shum, Kiana Murray,
Lucy Dixon and Celia Logan; Back: Elly Fraser,
Tahira Collins and Amy Doyle

Skiing the Milky Way

18 girls stayed at Patterdale Hall on the banks of Ullswater for a Creative
Writing Retreat. Inspired by the beauty of the surroundings, they wrote
from a boat on Ullswater, at Wordsworth’s cottage and overlooking
woodland waterfalls. The accomplished tutors, Dr Peter Sansom, poet, and
Tobias Jones, crime writer and journalist, led the girls in daily workshops
as well as one to one tutorials. All participants felt that their writing and
confidence progressed significantly through the week.

The Senior Ski Trip visited Sauze D’Oulx in the ‘Milky Way’ ski area. Despite snow
on arrival and low cloud for the first two days, the weather eventually cleared and
skiers enjoyed glorious sunshine and excellent snow conditions! Daily skiing both
on and off piste allowed all abilities to make superb progress with the instructors.
Evening activities ranged from karaoke to team games.

The Senior Swimming Team: Tara Wallis, Emma
Higginbottom, Isabelle Devine, Niamh Knowles

Writing
Workshops
Year 8 and Year 9 pupils had an inspiring
afternoon with poet Mandy Coe. Her sessions
interspersed powerful writing exercises
which focused on the girls’ experiences as
young women with emotive poetry readings,
discussions about writing, and questions from
the group.

Olympic
Inspiration

Gifted and talented sports pupils were
delighted to meet Olympic and World
finalist Eilish McColgan when the runner
visited School just days before competing
at the European Indoor Championships. She
spoke of overcoming injury and changing
her event to compete at the Olympics in Rio,
delivering a strong message of perseverance
and resilience to her audience.

Français Facile

NHS Careers Day

The annual French Conference for Years 12 and
13 allowed students to listen to presentations,
ask questions and discuss issues related to the
A Level course. The girls tackled the challenging
topics in depth and with confidence.

Representatives from a variety of professions,
including three alumni, came into School
to talk to pupils about the range of careers
available in the NHS. There were talks on
everything from physiotherapy to pharmacy to
psychoanalytic studies. The day covered career
paths into medicine, dentistry and nursing,
but also less well-known choices such as the
roles of Operating Department Practitioner or
Physician’s Associate.

Music Festival
Almost 100 entrants from all year groups and
across a wide variety of instruments, from the
ukulele to the organ, participated in the Music
Festival. The adjudicator was impressed with
the high standard throughout. The closing
Celebration Concert allowed category winners
and those invited to perform to showcase
their talents. Well done to all musicians, and
particular congratulations to Caroline Blair,
winner of the Carter Cup, a new award for an
Outstanding musician, and Lucy Stiles, who won
the Most Promising Musician Award.

Challenging a
Grandmaster
Old Boy Nigel Short returned to School to
play a simultaneous chess match against 23
pupils from the Boys’ and Girls’ Division Junior
and Senior Schools. This was a wonderful
opportunity for the next generation of chess
enthusiasts to face a famous grandmaster.
Sharon Daniel was the ‘last pupil standing’,
but finally conceded the match after two
and a half hours. Well done to all the Girls’
Division competitors: Neha Bagewadi, Naadiya
Mohammed and Shruti Somisetty from the
Senior School, and Holly Durnian, Vivienne Hall,
Alexia Howarth, Nyah Pomian, Paavana Sugumar
and Janani Velayutham from the Junior School.

International
Slavery Museum
Year 8 experienced a stimulating time at the
Slavery Museum in Liverpool recently. As well as
exploring the permanent exhibition, clipboards
in hand, the girls also participated in an artefacts
session. They learned about different aspects
of the slave story, from life in West Africa to
abolition, and then presented their findings to
one another.

Literary Celebration
World Book Day’s 20th anniversary was celebrated
with a host of activities! The Big Book Bake Off
challenged pupils and staff to recreate books in
cake form, with the results sold the following day
to raise money for charity. On World Book Day
itself, girls took advantage of the Book Fair in the
Library, hunted down and kept ‘Found, Not Lost!’
books which had been hidden all over School, and
completed the Quiz by locating pairs of teachers
wearing character badges.

HAPPENINGS AT

World Book Day

The Firebird

Hesketh House and Park Road pupils were excited
to be involved with filming for the BBC’s new Terrific
Scientific project! Four pupils spent a day investigating
what trees do and measuring the carbon dioxide
content in trees around Bolton School’s campus, with
a small film crew recording the experiments. The film
will be released on the Terrific Scientific website.

Book characters, poetic creations and historical
figures alike filled the corridors of Hesketh House
to celebrate World Book Day’s 20th anniversary.
The day reflected everyone’s love of reading with a
host of book-orientated activities.

The theme for this year’s Modern Foreign
Languages (MFL) Day was Russian, with many of
the activities based around Stravinsky’s ballet The
Firebird. Girls created and shared wonderful music,
dance, art and drama based on various aspects of
Russian culture, and also learned more about the
Russian language and alphabet.

Bebras Challenge
Girls in Year 5 took on the Bebras Challenge, which
aims to get students all over the world excited about
computing. The challenge involves a set of short
online problems called Bebras tasks, all based on
computational thinking, and participants must solve as
many as possible in the allotted time. It was wonderful
to see so many Merits and Distinctions awarded!

Bouldering
Year 3 have loads of fun at the lunchtime Climbing
Club, with fantastic improvements made each week!

Music Festival
The annual Music Festival provided a host of
spellbinding performances from girls in all year groups.
The two adjudicators had a difficult task in choosing
winners in each Class, and both were impressed with
the exceptional standard of playing and presentation.
Congratulations to all the musicians who took part.

Rainbow Colours for Charity
A rainbow of colours brightened up the corridors
in support of Rainbows4Children, a charity which
provides education for children with disabled parents
in Ethiopia. The non-uniform day raised an estimated
£800, and the girls used the donations to create a
fabulous ‘rainbow’ of coins on the playground.

Skiing in Claviere
Junior School pupils enjoyed a busy and exciting
Ski Trip during February half term. The standard of
skiing and the progress made was very impressive
and pupils enjoyed action on the slopes, amazing
views and fun evening activities.

Winter Warmer
Bundled in jumpers, scarves, woolly hats and
gloves and dressed up as Christmas trees, reindeer
with sleigh bells or wild geese, the Junior Girls
blended music, song, dance, narration and poetry
to create a festive and joyful Christmas Concert.

HESKETH HOUSE

Terrific Scientific

Alumni News
Old Girl returns as the
High Sheriff of Manchester
Old Girl Lady Smith of Leigh (1953-1961), the
High Sheriff of Greater Manchester, returned
to School in February to deliver an engaging
address during morning assembly. After recalling
how she had sat in the very same Hall as a pupil,
she spoke to the pupils about the history and
duties of the High Sheriff’s office.

After assembly, Lady Smith also visited Hesketh
House, where she talked to pupils about what
her role as High Sheriff involves and recounted
some fascinating anecdotes about her time as a
Bolton School pupil, before presenting the Junior
Girls’ chess team with certificates and a trophy.

In Our Next
Newsletter:
A Tale of Two Cities
Old Girl Suzanne Senior’s (1972-1975) love of
drama began at School, and alongside her day
job teaching music in Edinburgh, she still finds
time to tread the boards. Here she reflects on
how her passion recently led to performing in a
professional touring production:
“In November 2016, I was given the
opportunity to perform in a professional
touring production of A Tale of Two Cities by
the Touring Consortium Theatre Company
at the King’s Theatre, Edinburgh – twelve
amateur actors were picked to act alongside
professionals.
“At School I was a stalwart of the Junior and
Middle School Drama clubs, and acting has
always been a passion, so I was very excited
by the prospect of taking part. Although
as an adult I have been in many amateur
productions, this was something completely
different. I loved the rehearsals – they were
intense and focused, but the excellent director
made them fun as well.

Lady Smith with the Deputy Head Girls
L-R: Vasudha Marthi, Victoria Jolley, Alisha Maini, Rebecca Dixon, Sreya Coomer
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“The performances were a wonderful and
moving experience, and it was a real privilege
to be on stage with such a great cast. I learned
a lot, both from watching them at work and
from tips they gave me during the show, and
am now tempted to give up the day job!”

Award-Winner
Old Girl Annette Walker (née Clowes, 1983-1988) has won
the prestigious Healthcare Financial Management Association
award for the NHS Director of Finance of the Year in 2016.
Annette started her NHS career as a finance trainee in 1993 after
graduating from Liverpool University with a degree in Economics.
After qualifying as an accountant she has held a number of senior
NHS finance roles, working in Cumbria, Lancashire and Greater
Manchester. Annette is currently Director of Finance and Deputy
Chief Officer of Bolton Clinical Commissioning Group, having
worked in Bolton for the past eight years.

Award-winning Annette

Suzanne in character
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