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Highlights
from the Head...
A warm welcome to our Spring edition of
the ‘Voice’, which brings you up to speed
with all we have been doing since November.
Christmas is well represented, with articles
on the traditional Ceremony of Carols (page
3) and Panto (page 2), as well as the girls’
unique opportunity to sing at the set of
‘Coronation Street’ (page 3).
Since the New Year, we have experienced a
number of new events. The most moving of
these was the Holocaust Memorial Assembly,
which you can read about on page 4. We
introduced the Pancake Race, shown here
on the front page, at the end of half term to
raise money for a charity supporting children
diagnosed with a genetic condition, the
Phelan McDermid Syndrome, after hearing
from one young sufferer’s mother
in assembly.
Academic initiatives also remain central to
what we do, in order to provide the girls
with ‘added value’. We were fascinated by
Michael Scott’s lecture on the Classical World
(page 7) and stimulated by the Rock Doctor
(page 4). We have also taken part in a host of
competitions, designed to challenge the girls
and allow them to test themselves against
the very best.
I do hope that you enjoy reading about all
that we offer!
Miss S Hincks, Headmistress

Biology Olympiad
Huge congratulations to the students who
sat the Biology Olympiad exam in January.
Thousands of students take part every year
from all over the country.

Hour of Code

During this year’s Computer Science Education
Week (CSEdWeek), Girls’ Division teachers were
challenged to complete the ‘Hour of Code’.

The standard is very high so the following
girls success is a marvellous achievement:
Bronze Award: Isobel Faulkner, Laura Daly,
Sarah Richards and Rhiannon Fox-Rothwell
Highly Commended: Katie Nightingale,
Katie Hurt, Than Dar and Raeesa Mulla

iControl

Autumn Music

The annual KPMG Enterprise Trophy pitted six
teams of Sixth Formers against one another in
front of a Dragon’s Den style panel of judges.
The overall winners of the competition were
iControl which included Girls’ Division students,
Yasin Ahmad, Amina Jameel, Neha Jeyam and
Emma Rayner. iControl is an app designed to
“Make light work of keeping your house safe” by
giving a customer control of the lighting at home
from anywhere in the world.

The Autumn Concert was a wonderful evening
full of excellent musical performances in a
wide variety of styles and genres. The audience
thoroughly enjoyed each and every piece
throughout the evening, as evidenced by the
enormous round of applause that filled the Great
Hall at the close of the concert.

Commended award: Victoria Whitehead
The girls will be invited to an award
ceremony at the end of June at the Royal
Society in London.

MUN

This term, girls from the Senior School enjoyed a
weekend of discussion and debating at MUNHIGH 2015. The girls represented the country
of Rwanda. Our students loved the atmosphere
and proved themselves to be excellent debaters.
We are now working hard to further develop our
MUN team ready for WiMUN in June.

Women in STEM
CREST Awards
The Year 8 girls have used their weekly
Science Club to work towards achieving
Bronze CREST Awards. Each team presented
their findings to their peers during Science
Club, which led to a lunchtime of interesting
learning for everyone.

Debating
Four Year 12 girls (Laura Hainey, Olivia Ramsdale,
Bella Smith and Serena Mohtasham) have won
a place in the North West and North Wales
Regional Finals of the National Debating Matters
competition. In the heats the girls were successful
in debating motions against Art Censorship and
UK Fracking.

Bolton School hosted a ‘Women in STEM’ Careers
Day for girls. The event was organised by Bolton
School’s Ogden Trust Teaching Fellow, Dr Louise
Wheatland, and invited girls from Ogden Trust
schools in the local area, as well as Girls’ Division
pupils, to attend.

Panto Time!
The annual Prefects’ Panto was another huge
success this year with the students performing a
parody of the school anniversary celebrations.

Christmas Past...
Ceremony
of Carols

Carolling
on Corrie

Carols by
Candlelight

The theme of this year’s Ceremony of Carols
was ‘nature’ and so the music and readings,
whilst focused on the Christmas story, were
filtered through the imagined experiences of
animals and reflections on the natural world.

Girls in Year 7 and in the Middle School and Senior
School Choirs were invited to perform at the
opening of the Coronation Street Tour’s ‘Christmas
on the Cobbles’.

The Senior Concert Band took part in the Carols
by Candlelight concert, which was held at
Manchester Cathedral in support of the NSPCC.

Christmas Post
There was a great sense of anticipation
as pupils gathered in the Girls’ Division
Great Hall for the Year 10 Christmas Post
assembly. The annual event pits the six Year
10 forms against one another in a fundraising
competition to see who can raise the most
money for the chosen charity, which this year
is Contact the Elderly.

Cheer for Charity
Staff and students across the Girls’ Division
donned their Christmas jumpers to raise
money as part of Save the Children’s
‘Christmas Jumper Day’ campaign! Pupils
paid £1 each to wear the Christmas jumpers,
with all of the money raised going to Save
the Children.

Chess Championships
On 22nd January six girls (Sharon Daniel,
Zara Walsh, Neha Bagewadi, Shivani
Chohan, Ingrid Lam and Serena Arya)
took part in the National Schools Chess
Championships Zone 3 competition. They
were up against teams from Kirkbie Kendal
School, Smithills and two teams from the
Boys’ Division. Despite valiant efforts from
all of our players, the competition was won
convincingly by the Boys’ Division. We send
them our congratulations and wish them well
in the interzonal stage.

Pancake Café

Never Forget...

After a moving assembly by Kathryn Kay, founder
of Phelan McDermid Syndrome UK (PMSFUK), girls
and staff wanted to do something special to help
raise money and awareness.

Alexandra Hopkinson and Sarah Ibberson
recently led the whole school in a public act of
commemoration to the victims of the Holocaust.
They visited Auschwitz in October and for their
follow-up project, invited all staff and pupils
in the Senior School to bring an electric tea
light into assembly which bore the name of
a Holocaust victim. The result was a splendid
display which proved to be a fitting way to
honour victims and ensure that the lessons of the
Holocaust are never forgotten.

On 13th February, we ran a pancake café in the Food
Technology classroom, where all pancakes sold out
in record time, and a pancake race in the gym. The
events raised more than £250 for the charity.

Rock Doctor

Year 11 pupils were invited to visit Bolton School
recently for a morning of Maths and Physics in
the Riley Centre. There were various activities
on offer and the final event of the day was a
fantastic presentation by Dr Mark Lewney –
otherwise known as the ‘Rock Doctor’!

NCS
Geography
Association Lectures
Year 13 enjoyed their last GA lecture of the
year with a pizza in the city.

Poetry By Heart
Lydia Hounat won a place in the regional
heats of the Poetry by Heart Competition.
She performed three poems off by heart for
the judges and was a commended runner up.

De-Ciphering
Cryptography
On 21st January, Dr Charles Walkden from the
University of Manchester came in to speak to
sixth form students. The topic of his lecture was
Cryptography - he talked about the history of
code breaking, including how it was used by Julius
Caesar (he gives his name to the Caesar Cipher)
and, more recently, how codes were used in WW2
– he talked in detail about the work of Alan Turing
and the breaking of the Enigma Code. The talk was
enjoyed very much by students and staff.

The Year 11 girls walked down to Bolton Lads and
Girls Club for an introduction to National Citizen
Service, or NCS. This is now the fourth year that
NCS has been recommended to the whole year
group. They enjoyed a series of team-building
games before being split into smaller groups for a
carousel of activities.

Rats’ Tales

The first ever Middle School Joint Production
took place at the end of this term over a run of
three nights. Students from both Divisions in
Years 7, 8 and 9 formed an ensemble cast for
Carol Ann Duffy’s “Rats’ Tales”.

Sporting Times...
Cross Country
Success
Congratulations to (L- R on photo) Abigail
Duckworth and Ellie Bridge (Year 7) and
Isobel Faulkner (Year 13) who were selected to
represent the Bolton town Cross Country team at
the Greater Manchester Schools’ Championships
in February.

Open Golf
Good luck to Ellie Broome (Year 11) who will be
representing the school at the prestigious British
Schools’ Northern Open Golf event in Fleetwood
on Thursday 16th April.

Ski Trip 2015

Lancashire
Lacrosse Success
Twelve girls have been called up to play for their
county as part of the Lancashire Lacrosse U15
squads, and two to the reserves.
Jaya Guhathakurta in Year 9 has been selected for
the A Squad and two girls will be reserves, while
her sister Priya Guhathakurta from Year 10 has
joined the B Squad.
Year 10 girls Scarlett Amos, Maisie Camm and
Amie Murray have also been selected for the A
squad, alongside Louisa Brophy from Year 11, and
Eleanor Gibbons in Year 9.

North
Lacrosse Success
Well done to (Back row L-R) - Molly Dick (Year 11),
Ellie Broome (Year 11), Georgina Owen (Year 11).
(Front row L-R) Ellen Dick (Year 13) and Georgia
White (Year 12) on their recent selection to the
North of England Lacrosse Squad.

The joint ski trip enjoyed a fantastic week
of snow and sun in Claviere, Italy. The locals
reported that the snow conditions were the
best so far this season. As the resort
is situated on the Italian/French border,
it gave the opportunity to ski in both
countries. As part of the ski test, pupils
completed a slalom course and Amie Murray
should be congratulated on achieving the
fastest overall time of 17.53 seconds.

Gb Waterpolo
Selection
Well done to Thea Simpson in Year 9 on her
recent selection for the Great Britain Under 15
Girls’ Waterpolo squad.

The B Squad has selected Year 9 pupil Gabriella
Appleby and Year 10 pupil Hannah Saad, as well
as a number of the School’s younger girls: Year
8 pupil Maddie Kennedy, and Year 7s Arabella
Barker-Smith and Ellie Bridge.
Rachael Crompton from Year 9 and Asmara
Stubley from Year 8 have been selected as nontravelling reserves for the squads.
The selection of thirteen girls in Years 10-13 to
the Lancashire Lacrosse U18 Squads is a fantastic
achievement.

Lakes Writing Retreat
During February half-term, sixteen girls
went on The Creative Writing Retreat which
took place at Patterdale Hall in The Lake
District. The trip involved a visit to William
Wordsworth’s house, Dove Cottage, where
the girls explored the poet’s life. The worldclass poet Peter Sansom and the renowned
novelist Chris Wakling led daily workshops.
The girls are now looking forward to reading
their creative work at Open Mic Night on
April 15th.

HAPPENINGS AT HESKETH HOUSE

AJIS Chess Congress

Magistrates Visit Year 6

Mandarin Club

MFL Day

Well done to all the girls who took part in
the Annual AJIS Chess Tournament. There
was some tough opposition this year but a
particular commendation must go to Lucy
Sackfield, Ariella Tanfield and Amelia
Thompson who all received medals for
scoring highly in their respective groups, and
also to Amerleen Hundle, who received a
trophy for winning all of her games.

A mock Magistrates’ Court was set up in
both Year 6 classrooms for an afternoon
this term.
Pupils wholeheartedly pursued the
courtroom drama and learned many
valuable lessons about aspects of the law.

Girls have been creating their own menus in
Mandarin! Mia Winward Dunn described it
as “the best club I’ve ever been to!”

Hesketh House enjoyed a fantastic
Spanish day!
Each of the four year groups took turns
at different activities, which included
producing Picasso-inspired artwork.
Throughout the day there was also an
opportunity to learn some dance steps
and enjoy Spanish music.

Primary Maths Challenge
- Our ‘Golden Girls’!

Bolton Primary Schools’
Swimming Gala

Music Festival 2015

Congratulations to all our girls in years 5
and 6 who took on the Maths Challenge.
Extra congratulations go to Ellen
Masterson for qualifying for the next round
of this national competition. We wish her
every success.

Both Year 4 and Year 5 teams did extremely
well. The Year 5 girls team won both of their
races by a very comfortable margin.

Monday 9th February was the Piano Day of our Junior Girls Music Festival, and we welcomed
Catherine Hilton as our Adjudicator.
Tuesday 10th February was the Instrumental and Ensemble Day of the festival, when we
welcomed Liz Forrest as our Adjudicator.

Year 3 Winners:
Nyah, Anoushka & Alexia

Year 5 Winners:
Emilie, Charlotte & Kiana

All of our Year 6 Pianists

Year 4 Winners:
Jemima, Janani & Charlotte

Year 5 Winners:
Lucy, Ananya & Jasmine

Year 6 Winners:
Connie, Helena & Olivia

Engineering
Excellence
A competition, run by ICE (The Institute of Civil
Engineering), involved twenty four Year 10 girls
researching varied fields of engineering to produce
novel solutions for a sustainable community
housing project set in a disused Sports Stadium.
The girls presented their proposal as a ‘Future
Times’ newspaper article and our students were
selected as national runners-up.
The team received a certificate and prize from
Topcon. Mr Malcolm Duncan from the Institute of
Civil Engineering and Mr Andy Clifton from Topcon
joined us in assembly this term to congratulate
the girls involved and to present their awards.

French Spelling Bee
Twelve Year 7 girls showed nerves of steel as they
competed in front of the whole year group in a
French Spelling Bee Competition. The girls had to
learn a bank of one hundred words in preparation
for the competition and had to spell as many as
possible in one minute.

History Lectures

Trolley Toys
Having raised almost £2,300 through a day’s
Sponsored Silence earlier in the term, Year 7 girls
at Bolton School spent their lunch break in a
rapid trolley dash around Bolton’s Toys R Us store
where they bought gifts for Key 103’s Mission
Christmas Appeal.

Why study the
ancient world in
the 21st century?
This was the question addressed by Michael
Scott, Associate Professor of Classics and
Ancient History at Warwick University, at his
evening presentation to a large gathering in
Bolton School Girls’ Division’s Great Hall. “The
takeaway” from this lecture, said Dr Scott, is
that “this is a fascinating subject and these
people got up to some weird stuff. The study
of the ancients allows us to throw a mirror
back at our own world. It is interesting to think
about how we interpret the Ancients world
and how this directly reflects our own current
concerns. It helps us understand ourselves and
the world we live in.”

HA lectures have continued to inspire the
curiosity of girls who wish to extend their
learning beyond the curriculum. Topics have
included the commemoration of WW1,
nineteenth century living conditions in
Manchester and Bolton, and Gender History
following the successful ‘votes for women’
campaign.

A Taste from Debbie

ESU
On 3rd February, five Year 12 girls took part
in the second round of the ESU debating
competition. The Girls’ Division hosted the event
and we welcomed competitors from Manchester
Grammar School, Stockport Grammar School,
Altrincham Grammar for Girls and Altrincham
Grammar for Boys. The students debated a range
of interesting motions such as ‘This House Believes
in a Universal Basic Income’.

A group of girls from Year 7 to Year 13 was
given a lesson in infusions from Debbie HallsEvans, winner of Channel 4’s ‘The Taste’ cooking
competition. She talked to the girls about
adding additional layers to their food by using
flavoured salts, sugars and oils. She also gave
some personal cooking development tips to the
GCSE and A level students to help them in their
coursework practical lessons.

The Eyes Have It!
Year 9 Art Club has been devoted to ceramics
this year. Here are Georgie, Antonia, Imogen
and Annette with their beautiful ‘Evil Eyes’.
The concept of the evil eye is widespread
in Mediterranean countries and especially
in Greece. Its power is said to counteract
the effects of being given the evil eye by an
enemy. The girls in Year 9 Art Club clearly
have nothing to fear!

AlumnaeNews
Alumnae Success Chasing Dreams
2014 Head Girl Annabel Ault was awarded the 2014 Ogden Prize for
outstanding performance in A Level Geography by the Manchester Branch
of the Geographical Association, whilst fellow 2014 leaver Tejal Shanbhag‘s
passion for engineering has led to her being awarded an Institution of
Engineering and Technology (IET) Great Exhibition Scholarship, supported by
the Royal Commission for the Exhibition of 1851.
From September, Annabel will read Geography at Hertford College,
Oxford, whilst Tejal, who also received a scholarship from the Institute
of Mechanical Engineers in September, is currently reading Engineering at
Trinity College, Cambridge.

Tea at the Riley
The first Tea at the Riley of 2015 was the
biggest yet, with around thirty-five guests
congregating for an afternoon of delicious
treats and excellent company. January’s Tea at
the Riley welcomed special guests from local
care home Beechville for the first time.

In January, 2009 leaver Sian Pledger spoke to girls chosen for the talented
athletes programme about ‘Chasing Dreams’, and how she has balanced her
passionate pursuit of a career in athletics with her education since leaving
Bolton School.
In February, Old Girl Katie Clinton (1990-1997) visited School to launch
KPMG’s summer internship programme for Sixth Form pupils. Now in its
fifth year, the programme offers a pupil from each Division the opportunity
to undertake a four-week placement in a prestigious corporate environment.

Old Girls’ Fundraising Success
The Old Girls’ Association has been actively
raising money for charity during the Autumn
Term. In October, the Association hosted
a Charity Food Masterclass for over 100
guests in the Arts Centre, which raised over
£1,700 for the Phelan-McDermid Syndrome
Foundation; the following month, the annual
Old Girls’ Christmas Market then raised over
£700 in aid of the School’s Bursary Fund and
the Classroom in the Clouds charity.

Bolton School Girls’ Division
Chorley New Road, Bolton BL1 4PB
01204 840 201
boltonschool.org

