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INTRODUCTION
This publication has been produced as part of the celebrations to mark the Quincentenary of
Bolton School in 2016 and the Centenary of the re-endowed Bolton School at Chorley New
Road in 2015.
It is hoped that past, present and future pupils, staff and Governors will take the time to read
the document and thus help ensure that all connected with Bolton School never forget the
immense debt of gratitude owed to the Leverhulme family and the 1st Lord Leverhulme in
particular – not only for the re-endowment of the School but for the family’s staunch support
of the school in so many ways throughout the twentieth century.
Clearly Lord Leverhulme’s son and grandson inherited his titles in their entirety. However,
for the purposes of this publication, and in an attempt to avoid any misunderstandings, the 1st
Lord Leverhulme is referred to as Lord Leverhulme, with his sons being referred to as the 2nd
and 3rd Viscount Leverhulme respectively.
So far as Lord Leverhulme himself is concerned he is referred to as either William or William
Lever until his knighthood in 1911. Thereafter he is referred to as Sir William until 1917,
when he was elevated to the peerage. Thenceforth he is referred to as Lord Leverhulme.
I am indebted to Michael Griffiths, Chairman of Governors, Bolton School and Gavin
Hunter, Historian and Archivist for the Leverhulme family who both proof read the narrative
and to Philip Britton, Headmaster, who has been responsible for the production of this
publication in i-book format.
Eric Fairweather
Archivist
Bolton School
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CHAPTER ONE
Lord Leverhulme
The Early Years
William Hesketh Lever was born on 19 September 1851 at 16 Wood Street, Bolton and
became the first son of James Lever (1809-1897) and Eliza Hesketh (1818-1893) after six
daughters. His only brother James was born in 1854. From the outside the family home has
changed little since the time when William lived there. Wood Street consisted of spacious
Georgian terraces that were occupied by reasonably prosperous families. Bolton as a town
was not at all a healthy place to live at this time. It was subject to various epidemics of
typhus, cholera and influenza, largely attributable to inadequate sewerage and drainage
systems, coupled with a lack of ventilation in the houses.
His father James was a hardworking man who
ran a successful wholesale grocery business in
Manor Street, Bolton and the family values
were based upon their strict Congregationalist
background. They were totally opposed to
drinking, smoking or gambling. They did
however have a deep concern for the spiritual
and material improvement of the communities
within which they lived and William absorbed
these values from his father, which inspired
much of his philanthropic actions in later life.

William Hesketh Lever as a child with his brother
James and his eldest sister Eliza Emma 1859 (1)

The principles of hard work, self-reliance and ambition were also imbued by William reading
the book ‘Self Help’ by the Scottish writer and social reformer Samuel Smiles, which his
father gave him on his 16th birthday. This book had a deep and lasting effect on William to
the extent that he would often give away copies to young people he met and encourage them
to embrace the same set of moral values. It comprised a number of anecdotes by famous
people who had achieved great things, despite having come from humble beginnings and
included Lord Nelson, Robert Peel and Isambard Kingdom Brunel. Arguing for the
importance of character, thrift and perseverance, the book also celebrated civility,
independence and individuality - all traits that would reflect in William’s character
throughout his life, with particular emphasis on perseverance.
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16 Wood Street, Bolton (2)

William’s early education was at a private school
on the other side of Wood Street that was run by
three spinsters named Aspinwall. Primary
education did not become compulsory until 1870
so those who attended the private school were
privileged. One of his classmates was Elizabeth
Ellen Hulme, who was later to become his wife.
When he was nine he moved to Kay’s school in
Duke Street, Bolton and in 1864 at the age of
thirteen moved to the Church Institute School
near the Parish Church.

The Businessman
His personal ambition was to be an architect and his mother hoped he might become a doctor
but his father had other ideas and in 1867 he was taken out of school at the age of 15 and put
to work in the family grocery business. At this time soap was delivered in bulk by the
manufacturer and it was William’s task to cut the slabs of soap into manageable sized pieces
and wrap them in waxed paper. William received no preferences and received the standard
weekly wage of one shilling (5p), working from 7 a.m. until late in the evening. James Lever
had bought the grocery business from his erstwhile employer in 1864 and had inherited a
long serving and loyal staff. In William’s words ‘the methods he had always adopted of
taking a personal interest in all his staff, in their health and family circles, established a
relationship between them that was outside the usual limitations of business.’ Here again is an
example of the principles and philosophy that were to become synonymous with William in
later life.
After about two years William was moved into the accounts department and set about
introducing a new and more efficient bookkeeping system. His suggestions were not
altogether welcomed by his father at the outset but William persevered and time proved the
changes to be of great benefit. The business continued to thrive and moved to new premises
in Victoria Street, opposite the newly built Town Hall.
William soon tired of his administrative duties and, when a vacancy arose for a travelling
salesman, he seized the opportunity against his father’s better judgement. He proved to have
a natural bent for selling and revelled in his new responsibilities which required him to visit
all the retail grocery outlets in Bolton, take their orders and deliver these orders on his next
round.
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He also had an ulterior motive for being on the road in his one horse gig. His classmate at
Wood Street, Elizabeth Ellen Hume, had moved to Southport and William’s sister Alice had
remained friends with her. William would offer to chaperon his sister on these visits and
gradually a deeper friendship developed between William and Elizabeth. They would picnic
on the moors above Bolton and had a special liking for Rivington Pike, which would in due
course become their home.
In 1872 William was made a partner in
the business on a salary of £800 p.a.
and, during the same year, he and
Elizabeth announced their
engagement. Two years later on 15
April 1874 they were married at St.
George’s Congregational Church, St.
George’s Road, Bolton, now known as
the United Reformed Church of St.
Andrew and St. George. Their
honeymoon was spent in Devon and
Cornwall, following which they
moved into their first home together at
2 Park Street, Bolton.
St. George’s Congregational Church,
Bolton (12)

His success as a salesman continued unabated and William sought orders from farther afield,
including Wigan. As some of their goods were imported through Liverpool it was decided to
have a presence in Wigan, to reduce transport costs. The ailing wholesale grocery business of
Ormerod & Co. was purchased and William became Manager of the new branch in the
former Ormerod premises in Wallgate. He could now put into practice some of his own ideas.
He bought directly from manufacturers, he sent agents to suppliers in Ireland to improve
importing systems and made active use of marketing to promote products sold by Lever &
Co. He had a deep belief in the power of advertising and is often quoted for having said ‘Half
my advertising money is wasted. The problem is that I don’t know which half!’
His methods certainly worked because Lever & Co. became the largest wholesale grocery
business between Liverpool and Manchester. With success came a change of home and in
1881 William and Elizabeth moved to ‘Westcombe’ a large house on Victoria Road, Bolton.
In 1884 he had fleeting thoughts about retirement. Fortunately for later generations, and
particularly Bolton School, this was short lived and William set about marketing his own
brand, choosing the trademark ‘Sunlight’. The idea was to apply the name ‘Sunlight’ to a
range of soaps sourced from different manufacturers. The product was to be delivered in
manageable sized portions, packed in cartons and launched with the support of a significant
advertising budget. It proved to be a huge success but manufacturers began to charge ever
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more for their products and William came to the conclusion that he should manufacture his
own soap.
For this he required capital and his ever cautious father James took some persuading. James
had a favourite saying that ‘a cobbler should stick to his last’ but eventually relented. He
withdrew some £4,000 from the grocery business and this, together with loans from various
other sources, enabled William to raise £27,000. With these funds he established a soap
manufacturing company in Warrington called Lever Brothers, together with his brother
James, although James never played any significant part in the running of the business.
They were one of the first companies to make soap from vegetable oils rather than tallow,
which enabled the soap to lather much more freely.
The business flourished to
such an extent that the
Warrington premises were
soon too small to handle the
enhanced production levels.
Total output in 1886 from the
Warrington works was just
under 3,000 tons. In 1887 it
had more than trebled to
9,669 tons and 1888 saw it
rise further to 14,183 tons.
Lever House, Port Sunlight (16)

The decision was therefore taken to find a large freehold site with good road and water
communications upon which a new factory could be built. Such a site was found on the
Wirral between the River Mersey and the railway line at Bebington. William purchased it in
1887, with construction beginning in 1888 and the first soap was produced in 1889. The site
was named Port Sunlight and production in the first year amounted to 15,688 tons.
(17) Village houses at Port Sunlight (23)
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William Lever did not just build a factory however; he also built an industrial village to house
his workers. This was his first major work of philanthropy. At a time when urban poverty
and overcrowded slums were endemic, William had Jacobean-Flemish gables, exposed
timbering and leaded windows in the country cottages built for his workers. The cottages had
their own running water and all had indoor bathrooms. Schools were built to educate 500
children. For women and girls, special classes were offered in cooking, dressmaking and
shorthand. By 1909, there were 700 cottages, a concert hall and theatre, a library, a
gymnasium and an open air swimming pool. Rents were one fifth of the weekly wage.
However, this largesse came with conditions. William demanded observance of strict ethical
codes. Breaking them could mean losing your job and as the cottages were tied to
employment, a worker losing his or her job would be almost simultaneously evicted. He also
made participation in
many social activities
compulsory in his village.
Whilst it was certainly a
paternalistic model it
equally gave Lever
employees conditions,
pay, hours and benefits far
exceeding those prevailing
in similar industries.
Wi l l i a m L e v e r w a s
convinced that good
housing would lead to a
h e a l t h y, h a p p y a n d
productive workforce.
Bridge Cottage, Port Sunlight, home of William and Elizabeth 1896-1897, whilst alterations were
made to Thornton Manor (13)
Lady Lever 1912 (4)

William Lever's aims were "to socialise and
Christianise business relations and get back to
that close family brotherhood that existed in
the good old days of hard labour." He claimed
that Port Sunlight was an exercise in profit
sharing, but rather than share profits directly,
he invested them in the village. He said, "It
would not do you much good if you send it
down your throats in the form of bottles of
whisky, bags of sweets, or fat geese at
Christmas. On the other hand, if you leave the
money with me, I shall use it to provide for
you everything that makes life pleasant – nice
houses, comfortable homes, and healthy
recreation.’
!7

Port Sunlight is unique and is arguably the
finest surviving example of early urban
planning in the UK. William Lever was a
philanthropist with a passion for art and
architecture and Port Sunlight is an enduring
testament to the achievements of this
remarkable man. The village is set in 130 acres
and by the time building finished in 1914
approximately 900 houses had been built along
with some larger buildings.
Nearly every
building in the village is Grade II listed and two
sections of the landscape are included in the
English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens
of Special Historic Interest. The whole of Port
Sunlight is now a Conservation Area.

William and Elizabeth with their son, William
Hulme Lever 1905 (3)
In 1888 William and Elizabeth’s only surviving child was born and named William Hulme

Lever. Later he was to become the 2nd Viscount Leverhulme. Six months later and with
construction of the new factory underway the family moved to the Wirral and rented
Thornton Manor, close to the village of Thornton Hough.
Thornton Manor (5)

It is not clear when
William Lever
developed his belief
that it was healthy to
sleep in an open
bedroom exposed to
wind, rain and snow
but it is probable that
he only adopted this
habit after the death of
his wife. What is
however beyond doubt
is that at some point he
arranged for a platform to be built between two converging roofs at Thornton Manor. This
became his bedroom and accommodated his iron bedstead and a stone washtub. There was a
glass canopy over part of the bedroom but he was effectively exposed to the elements.
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Open air bedroom at Thornton
Hough (6)

Lever Brothers was made a
limited company in 1890 and
in 1894 it was floated to the
public with a capital of
£1.5m, divided equally into
preference and ordinary
shares. No ordinary shares
were floated publicly and
William Lever who became
Chairman gradually acquired
all of these. His brother James
became too unwell to continue working in 1895 and had to retire from business life
altogether. He died in 1910.
New brands were launched, with Lifebuoy being introduced in 1895, Lux in 1899 and Vim in
1904.
He began a policy of amalgamation with other soap makers, either by purchase or exchange
of shares, which resulted in a wide control over the soap making trade. In 1906 he established
a monopoly soap trust with Joseph Watson of Leeds, his belief being that such an
organisation would bring benefits to the consumer as well as the manufacturer through
economies of scale in purchasing and advertising. The scheme was denounced by the Daily
Mail, and other newspapers owned by Lord Northcliffe, which feared a loss of advertising
revenue and they urged people not to buy the Lever Brothers products. They also made
assertions that the companies in the monopoly were using inferior ingredients. This adverse
publicity led to profits at participating firms being severely reduced. William Lever issued a
writ for libel and argued his case so strongly that the defendants immediately offered a
settlement. Damages paid by Northcliffe owned newspapers amounted to £91,000, the
highest libel payment ever awarded at that date. He used the funds to endow Liverpool
University with a school of tropical medicine and a school of town planning and civic design.
Between 1908 and 1920 Lever Brothers took over each of Hudson's of Liverpool (1908),
Hazlehurst & Sons of Runcorn (1911), Watson's of Leeds (1917), Crosfield's of Warrington
(1919) and A & F Pears (1920). By 1911 the company had its own oil palm plantations in the
Belgian Congo and the Solomon Islands. Subsidiaries were set up in the United States,
Switzerland, Canada, Australia, Germany and elsewhere.
The business continued to prosper, particularly during the First World War. Glycerine, a byproduct of soap manufacture, was needed for making explosives. The supplies of butter were
becoming depleted and the company was asked by the Government to manufacture margarine
which had similar ingredients to soap.
There was to be a major setback in 1920 that developed when Lord Leverhulme was touring
his business interests in North America. He received an urgent request from the Board at Port
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Sunlight to endorse the purchase of the Niger Company, a company in Nigeria that handled
around 100,000 tons of oil seed per year. Permission to go ahead was granted but it later
transpired that the Port Sunlight management had not done any due diligence on the target
company’s accounts, not being aware that the Niger Company’s bankers were demanding full
repayment of a £2m overdraft. The purchase price amounted to a further £8m. Lever Brothers
had a capital of well over £100m and Lord Leverhulme planned to replenish cash by issuing
new stock. However the country was in financial crisis, with runaway inflation after the
relaxation of economic controls imposed in war time and unemployment was high. All these
factors were contributing to a decline in demand for the company’s products. As a result the
brokers refused to underwrite a new stock issue.
It was an extremely difficult time. Many workers lost not only their jobs but also their homes
and at the age of 70 Lord Leverhulme needed help and turned to Mr. Francis D’Arcy, an
accountant well known to him. A severe rationalisation programme was introduced and by
the Annual General Meeting in April 1925 Lord Leverhulme could report that the company
was back in profit.
His commitment to the development of Bolton School
The origins of the Boys’ School can be traced back to 1516. It moved from its original Tudor
building to new premises beside the Parish Church during the seventeenth century but by the
latter years of the 19th century it was under considerable financial pressure because of pupil
numbers being low. It was the steps taken to resolve this problem that were to lead to William
Lever’s introduction to Bolton School.
In 1897 William Brimelow was appointed to the School Management Committee (the other
members of which were Sir Benjamin Dobson, Dr. F.B. Mallett and William Haslam) which
had been charged with the challenging task of moving the School to a new site. Brimelow
was the editor of the Bolton Evening News which had been founded by William Frederick
Tillotson in 1867. Upon William Tillotson’s death in 1889, his widow, Mrs. Mary Tillotson,
had assumed control of the business and, what was of more significance, she was also the
sister of William Lever who had been her late husband’s best friend. Brimelow knew William
Lever well through the Tillotson connection and turned to him for help.
Westbourne

It was agreed that the
Grammar School with 37
pupils should amalgamate
with the Bolton High
School for Boys which had
about sixty boys and the
combined school opened in
1898. At the time of the
amalgamation J.R. Barlow,
a Governor appointed in
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1891, was already trying to negotiate the purchase of a large house on Chorley New Road,
known as Westbourne. He had hoped to conclude the purchase for £3,000 but the Charity
Commissioners would not agree anything unless there was adequate provision of land for
games. Barlow’s budget was totally inadequate for such a large scheme. He mentioned to
William Lever the possibility of buying the land behind Westbourne and William came to the
rescue. He agreed to donate £5,000 towards the cost of this purchase and this offer proved to
be the catalyst for a further £12,000 being raised. This enabled the purchase of over nine
acres of land behind the houses on Chorley New Road and stretching down to what is now
Gilnow Road. This was thus the first step towards the building of Bolton School as we know
it today.
At the same time as making this gift William Lever was also co-opted as a Governor and
soon evidenced his commitment to the School. Between 1898 and 1903 he attended 20 out of
24 governors’ meetings, which was more than anyone else except William Brimelow and
William Haslam and had a similarly impressive attendance record for School Management
Committee meetings. Given the demands upon his time and the fact that he lived and worked
in Cheshire, this was quite remarkable and an early indication of his commitment to the
School.
Within a short time William Lever bought Westbourne and offered it to the governors at no
cost except the payment of the chief rent of £80 per annum. Alterations, drafted by William
Lever, were then made to the building at his personal expense to make it suitable for school
purposes and the Grammar School moved out to Westbourne in September 1899. With the
move came a change of Headmaster. Mr. L.W. Lyde replaced Mr. F.H. Matthews and
remained until 1903, when Mr. W.G. Lipscomb began his headship. The school prospered
and between 1899 and 1902 the number of boys increased from 102 to 106, at which time
fees amounted to ten guineas for senior boys and eight guineas for juniors.
William Lever continued to provide financial assistance in many ways. He began by pledging
£600 a year for five years and, as this proved insufficient, he cleared the bank overdraft of
£2,000 in January 1892. To supplement the Foundation Scholarships and the Hulme-Lever
Scholarships he also introduced the Lever Scholarships to pay half the fees of boys not able
to win ordinary scholarships but whose parents were in need of help. A new gymnasium was
opened in 1901, the ‘Levels’ were completed in 1904 and in May 1905 a new swimming pool
was opened in the building now known as the Arts Centre. In 1906 he gave a grant to finance
a proper library for the School and also made annual grants to support the Library.
He regularly attended the Annual Prize Distribution when he invariably gave an address. He
also organised various trips for the pupils. In June 1900 for example a group of boys
accompanied him for a country drive in his four in hand coach through Mawdesley and
Parbold to Rufford. In May 1902 to celebrate his birthday he arranged for 150 boys, plus
Governors and Masters, to make the first of many visits to Port Sunlight where they had a
tour of the works, were entertained to lunch and were shown the original trumpet used to
sound the ‘Charge of the Six Hundred’ at Balaclava.
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School visit to Port
Sunlight 1900

In subsequent years
further whole school
visits were made by the
boys to Port Sunlight as
well as a visit to his
bungalow at Rivington in
1909. The boys toured
the extensive grounds
before retiring to the Old
Barn ‘where a feast had
been prepared’. Later
they went to see all the
game that was kept in the park, including emus, wallabies, deer, Highland and Hindu cattle!
It also became the custom for the school to have a day’s holiday to celebrate his birthday on
September 19 each year, a practice that continued after his death in 1925.
Meanwhile the Bolton Girls’ Day School occupied the Park Road site that is now the home of
the Boys’ Junior School. The Girls’ School had been established on 1 October 1877 and was
one of the very earliest public day-schools for girls. It began with a schoolroom in the Bolton
Mechanics’ Institute and moved to 39 Chorley New Road in 1881. Increasing numbers led to
a move to Hopefield in 1884 before the further move to the premises in Park Road in 1891.
At this time the register numbered 67 girls.
The Bolton Girls’ Day
School at Park Road

William Lever’s plans
to amalgamate the girls’
and boys’ schools
appear to have begun
around 1910 and by
1913 his vision was
crystallising. His vision
was to ensure that the
girls of Bolton should
have equal advantages
with the boys and with
this in mind he decided that the Grammar School and the High School for Girls should be
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brought together in one foundation. To carry out this scheme he purchased additional
properties fronting on to Chorley New Road, named Hopefield, Broomfield and Heath Bank.
These three large houses plus Westbourne covered the frontage from Park Road through to
what is now the main archway. Dobson Road did not exist at that time. In addition he made
over in trust to named Governors of the two Schools, £50,000 of 20 per cent Cumulative
Preferred Ordinary Shares in Lever Brothers. This was in 1913 and the income of £10,000
per annum from the endowment was to accumulate for the first five years to provide new
buildings and after that was to be devoted to the general purposes of the School.
By 1914 Beech House, Belair, The Grove and Tudor House (separate properties that then
existed on the current campus) had all been bought to provide enough land for the
development to begin. William Lever, now Sir William following his knighthood in 1911, had
been trying to buy the ground rents of the entire school site for some years and in 1914 he
achieved his objective. This was given to the school followed by a further gift of the freehold
of all the land within the road perimeter. The First World War delayed building work but the
re-founding of the newly named ‘Bolton School’ went ahead and it formally came into
existence on 1 April 1915.
War time proved difficult for the School with frequent staff changes at the same time as
numbers in both Divisions were increasing steadily. There was a clear need for the planned
buildings but the financial pressures of war time generally made this impossible and Sir
William was reluctant to increase fees. However this only resulted in operating financial
deficits and the Trustees informed Sir William in 1916 that they had made the decision to use
the income arising from the Lever endowment to help meet the School’s day to day operating
costs until 1922. The Trustees also sought his permission to vary the Trust so as to provide a
university scholarship for the girls. Sir William was not prepared to vary the Trust Deed but
in order to meet the Girls’ Division requirements, he generously donated three scholarships to
the value of £50 each per year.
Though the outbreak of war temporarily stopped the
plans, the momentum was picked up again when an
architectural competition was held in June 1917.
Each wing had to be able to accommodate 500
pupils and there had to be a central chapel
incorporated in the designs. An architect from
Manchester, C.T. Adshead, won the prize money of
250 guineas and the extensive buildings were started
in 1924. In the event the central chapel was never
built but the land earmarked for it is now the site of
the splendid Sixth Form centre, the Riley Centre.
The estimated cost of the new buildings at this time
was between £135,000 and £150,000.
C.T. Adshead’s drawing for Main Arch
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C.T. Adshead’s drawing of School, showing the proposed chapel

During the War and afterwards the School had been making large deficits and in 1921, after
Lester Haselden, the nephew of Lord Leverhulme, had assumed the prime responsibility for
the School’s finances, the hard decision was taken to increase fees. For his part Lord
Leverhulme doubled his endowment so that it would henceforth generate £20,000 per year.
By now the estimated new building costs had increased to £180,000 and Lord Leverhulme
signed a contract in 1923 whereby he would contribute £2 for every £1 spent on the new
buildings by the Trustees up to a maximum of £125,000. This was an extraordinarily
generous action, given the financial pressures Lever Brothers were experiencing at the time,
not least because of the ill advised purchase of the Niger Company in Nigeria.
Opening of new playing fields
by Lord Leverhulme, 1922

One of the promises made
to the Girls’ Division as far
back as 1914 was that they
would be given new
playing fields. To honour
this commitment Lord
Leverhulme later purchased
some land at Heaton and by
1920 some tennis courts
had already been
completed. They were
formally opened by Lord Leverhulme on June 28 1923 and included the Leverhulme
Pavilion. This was the first part of the new School.
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Later the same year, on September 22, the whole of the Girls Senior School made their first
visit to Rivington where Lord Leverhulme himself showed them round and later danced with
them in his new ballroom!
The Girls’ Upper School made a further visit to Rivington on July 17 1924 and the Boys’
Division were received the following day. These were to be Lord Leverhulme’s last personal
contacts with the School.
Mr. Lipscomb resigned as Headmaster in 1924 but not before announcing in March that year
that building on the new School would start later in the month. Mr. E Percival Smith
succeeded Mr Lipscomb as Headmaster in July 1924.
Given the delays in the building being completed it would not have been surprising if the
Trustees had decided to modify the plans but they remained true to the Leverhulme vision.
Unfortunately Lord Leverhulme did not live to see his vision for the School realised and the
central buildings complex that graces Chorley New Road today was not finally completed
until 1965, during the time of the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme.
His legacy to Bolton and philanthropic actions further afield
Christ Church, Port Sunlight (18)

William Lever met his future wife at school
in Bolton and never forgot his Bolton roots.
He saw it as his duty to repay ‘the debt
which every man owes to his native town’.
In 1895 together with his brother James he
built a new Congregational Church on
Blackburn Road, Bolton in memory of their
father. William also built Christ Church at
Port Sunlight which opened in 1904 and St.
George’s Church at Thornton Hough, which
opened in 1907.
St. George’s, Thornton Hough (20)

He bought Hall i’th’ Wood, the early
16th century manor house that had been
the home of Samuel Crompton, who
built the first spinning mule. He
equipped it as a folk museum and
presented it to Bolton in 1899.
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The Lady Lever Art Gallery
(21)

Lady Lever died in 1913. At
this time the Art Gallery in
Port Sunlight was already
under construction to enrich
the cultural and educational
aspects of the lives of his
workers and the public at
large and Sir William was so
affected by his wife’s death
that he decided to dedicate it
t o h e r m e m o r y. T h e
foundation stone of the Lady Lever Art Gallery was laid in 1914 and the building was
completed in 1922. It houses a fine collection of 18th and 19th century paintings, ceramics,
furniture and sculpture. It is especially rich in Pre-Raphaelite pictures, 18th century furniture
and Wedgwood and Chinese ceramics.
In 1899 he purchased the 2,100 acre Rivington Hall Estate and in 1901 presented 400 acres to
Bolton Council ‘to be used as a Public Park for the use and enjoyment of the Public for ever’.
He had particularly fond memories of Rivington where he and Elizabeth had enjoyed many
picnics during their courting days. Shortly after buying the Rivington estate with around 400
acres of land, he donated much of it to the people of Bolton with a grand ceremony held at
Rivington Hall Barn on 18 May 1904. The two obelisks at the beginning of Lever Park
Avenue, and the road itself, were constructed after Lord Leverhulme’s death and paid for by
his son, the 2nd Viscount Leverhulme, in memory of his father.
He re-endowed Bolton School and also presented the town with 67 acres of land for a public
park which the Corporation named Leverhulme Park.
In 1910 he sponsored and provided most of the ideas for two books written by T.H. Mawson,
his architect and Lecturer on Landscape Design at the University of Liverpool. These detailed
ambitious plans for a redesigned town centre. The plans included the vision of a sweeping
tree-lined crescent running from the town hall into Queens Park and a raised causeway to the
park from the junction of St George's Road and Marsden Road.
It was to be a small-scale version of Princess Street in Edinburgh measuring 100ft at its
widest and with massive stone arches. The plans also included an art gallery and museum in
Queens Park. A year before his death in 1924 Lord Leverhulme offered to pay for the scheme,
but the Council never adopted it.
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Proposed boulevard
from Town Hall to
Queens Park (24)

He endowed a school
of tropical medicine
at
Liverpool
University. He also
gifted Lancaster
House in London to
the nation and on his death left a proportion of his interest in Lever Brothers in trust for
specific beneficiaries, including the provision of ‘scholarships for the purposes of research
and education.’ Thus was the Leverhulme Trust established, which gives millions each year
in grants for educational and research purposes, with Bolton School having been grateful
recipients of funds for bursarial support. The garden of his former residence ‘The Hill’ in
Hampstead, designed by Thomas Mawson, is open to the public.
His public life
Lord Leverhulme’s commitment to Bolton School was remarkable but the fact that he
maintained this level of commitment whilst facing so many other demands upon his time, is
quite extraordinary. His business interests alone led to him travelling long distances as he
drove Lever Brothers forward generally and sought to source new supplies of the essential
palm oil ingredient for the soap production in particular. It was not until 1930 that Unilever
was created, by the merger of Dutch margarine company Margarine Unie with Lever
Brothers.
He was made a Freeman of Bolton on 10 November 1902.
He was a lifelong supporter of William Gladstone and the Liberal cause and was often called
upon to contest elections for the Liberal Party. He stood for Parliament on four occasions,
finally being elected Liberal M.P. for Wirral by a 1,701 majority on 24 January 1906.
Once in Parliament, his social reformism encouraged an early focus on two related issues –
old age pensions and payment of Members of Parliament (MPs). His maiden speech, made
soon after his arrival, during the King’s Speech debate on 20 February 1906, argued the need
for state provision of pensions - ‘It is quite beyond the reach of the workers themselves to
provide sufficient for their old age.......it is equally certain that the question cannot be dealt
with by individual employers.’ William’s ideal would have been for pensions to be paid to all
pensioners but the costs were prohibitive. As a compromise he suggested there should be a
gradual introduction, starting first with the eldest in society. A year later in 1907 he had the
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good fortune to be one of those MPs to win in the ballot for Private Members’ Bills and he
seized the opportunity to restate the case for a state pension. The bill was carried and in the
1908 budget, provision was made for pensions to be introduced for all those men and women
who were more than seventy years of age. It was a major step forward and the forerunner to
the comprehensive state pension scheme that exists today.
His second speech, on 7 March 1906, was about the payment of salaries for MPs. In modern
times MPs’ pay has been frequently been a controversial issue but it was a very different
situation a century ago when MPs received no remuneration for their work. ‘The time has
come’ he argued ‘when it is urgently required, in order to give to every constituency an equal,
free and unhampered selection of parliamentary representatives.... the payment of members
was required to maintain the dignity and prestige of the House and....it would enormously
raise the efficiency of the House.’ Salaries for MPs were agreed three years later.
He served until the parliament was dissolved on 3 December 1909.
On 6 July 1911 he became Sir William Hesketh Lever when he was created a Baronet of the
United Kingdom, his name appearing in the list of Coronation Honours for King George V on
20 June 1911. He took the motto ‘Mutare Vel Timere Sperno’ (I spurn to change or fear),
which was subsequently adopted as the motto for Bolton School Boys’ Division.
On 21 June 1917 he became Lord Leverhulme
when he was raised to the Peerage and created
Baron Leverhulme of Bolton-le-Moors in the
County Palatine of Lancaster. It was as a tribute
to his wife that he added her maiden name
Hulme to his surname Lever, to produce
Leverhulme. During the same year he was High
Sheriff of Lancashire.
Mayor of Bolton 1918 (7)

He became Mayor of Bolton in 1918. This was
the first and only time that the Council had
looked beyond its own ranks for a candidate as
Mayor and the number of seats on the Council
was increased by 1 to 97 for the Mayoral year.
He was invited, not because of his national
eminence, but because they wanted to honour a
"Notable son of the Town" and to express the
regard that Bolton had for him by bestowing the highest honour that the town had to give.
On 27 November 1922 he was created Viscount Leverhulme of the Western Isles in the
Counties of Inverness and Ross and Cromarty,
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His later years
When he bought the Rivington Park estate in 1899 William chose to build a new home 1,000
feet above sea level. It was to be a sectional wooden building designed by J. Simpson that he
called Roynton Cottage. It was only intended as a temporary residence for shooting weekends
and short visits. This began in 1901. He also had grand plans for the Park and two barns, of
possible Saxon origin, were renovated to serve as refreshment rooms for visitors. He later
converted Rivington Hall into a museum and displayed many items there from his own art
collection. He also enclosed several of the nearby fields so as to form paddocks in which he
placed exotic animals and birds. The ceremony for the opening of the Park took place on 18
May 1904.
Roynton Cottage,
Rivington, before the
fire (8)

These first years at
Rivington were
happy but Roynton
Cottage was not to
survive more than
twelve years. On 7
July 1913, an
active suffragette
from Preston, by
name of Edith Rigby, set fire to the building on an evening when William and Elizabeth were
having dinner with King George V, Queen Mary and the Earl and Countess of Derby at
Knowsley Hall. The house was destroyed which was particularly ironic, given that William
Lever was in favour of Women’s Suffrage. This was a bitter blow but William determined to
replace Roynton Cottage with a more substantial building. It was replaced by a fine stone
mansion set in gardens built to Italian, Japanese and Chinese designs, albeit with the modest
name ‘The Bungalow’. Many additions were made to the house including a circular ballroom
with a minstrels’ gallery. Its ceiling design depicted the arrangement of the constellations on
18 September, the day before his birthday. The rooms were filled with his collections of
antiques, porcelain and valuable paintings and his home would periodically be opened to the
public in aid of various charitable causes. Sadly the 2nd Viscount showed no interest in the
property and it fell into decline, being largely demolished shortly after the end of the Second
World War when Liverpool Corporation bought the property in 1947.
Within two weeks of the fire Sir William left to inspect associated companies on the
continent. Most unusually he travelled without his wife who had social engagements at home.
Whilst in Marseilles he received a telegram informing him that his wife was gravely ill and
managed to reach her bedside before she died on 24 July 1913. He would later say ‘I am
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convinced that without her great influence there would have been neither a Port Sunlight, nor
a Lever Brothers as we know it today. It came because of the confidence she inspired in me’.
T h e re b u i l t R o y n t o n
Cottage,
“The
Bungalow.” (9)

In 1911 he bought some
land on the Wirral that
included Bromborough
Golf Club. This led to an
association with the Club
that was to be continued
by his son, the 2 nd
Viscount Leverhulme
and, in turn the 3 rd
Viscount Leverhulme. In 1912 Sir William Lever became the first President of the Club.
In 1917 he bought some land in the Western Isles of Scotland. The island he bought is usually
referred to as Lewis and Harris because the two areas are joined only by a narrow strip of
land. The rough climate and poor quality of the land led to a tough existence for the
population and Lord Leverhulme (having been raised to the peerage earlier in the year) came
to the conclusion that the only potential for the future lay in the development of the islands’
fishing industry. He therefore established Macfisheries to handle the sale and distribution of
kippers and herrings. He also built a canning factory and an ice-plant at Stornoway, the main
town on Lewis. He began building homes and roads but the people of Lewis did not want to
give up their crofts and independent lifestyle and he met strong resistance. Their reaction
disappointed Lord Leverhulme and in 1923 he abandoned his plans and made a gift of the
island to its people. His focus then turned to Harris where he again built roads, a village
called Leverburgh and a
h a r b o u r. I n d u s t r i a l
difficulties experienced at
Lever Brothers however
meant that he could not
devote as much time to the
Harris project as he would
have liked and also led to
less spare cash being
available to spend on the
island. After his death all
work on Harris came to an
end.
The Lever Tomb at Christ
Church, Port Sunlight (14)
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In May 1925 he caught a chill whilst travelling from the Bungalow at Rivington to the house
he owned in Hampstead and this developed into pneumonia. He died on 7 May 1925 aged
seventy four and was buried next to his wife at Christ Church, Port Sunlight – the church that
had been built at his expense in 1904.
Lord Leverhulme was one of the world’s greatest industrialists, creating the first multinational company in the world. He was one of the largest private land owners, collectors of
Victorian paintings, English furniture and Wedgwood porcelain. Lord Leverhulme, the great
philanthropist, unlike others, gave continuously, bettering others whilst amassing his own
fortune. His philanthropy may have been paternalistic but he was always motivated by a
genuine desire to improve the quality of people’s lives. Bolton School is hugely indebted to
him.
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CHAPTER TWO
The 2nd Viscount Leverhulme
William Hulme Lever, 2nd Viscount Leverhulme, was born 25 March 1888 and was the only
child born to William Hesketh Lever and his wife Elizabeth Ellen, daughter of Crompton
Hulme of Bolton.
He was educated at Eton College and graduated from Trinity College, Cambridge University
in 1913 with a Master of Arts Degree. He moved into Thornton Manor after his father died
and lived there until his own death in 1949. He had by that time been a Governor of Bolton
School for 34 years and was to be Chairman for the last nine years of his life.
He married twice, his first wife being Marion Beatrice Smith, daughter of Bryce Smith. They
married at St Clements New Church, Chorlton-cum-Hardy on 24 April 1912 and were
divorced in 1936. They had two daughters and one son. The two daughters were The Hon.
Elizabeth Ruth Lever JP, born 9 April 1913, and the Hon. Rosemary Gertrude Alexandra
Lever, born 23 April 1919. Their only son was Philip William Bryce Lever, later to become
the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme, born 1 July 1915. His second wife was Winifred Agnes LeeMorris (nee Lloyd) who he married on 20 January 1937.
The 2nd Viscount shared his father’s interest in Bromborough Golf Club. Between 1915 and
1918 the Golf Club was given to the Red Cross to be used as a hospital for injured armed
forces personnel. In 1918 the Club was returned to its members and in 1920 the 2nd Viscount
was elected Captain, a position he held for three years and he became President following his
father’s death.
After the death of his father in 1925 the 2nd Viscount Leverhulme accepted that he did not
have the skills to drive the company forward and Francis D’Arcy Cooper remained in charge.
The 2nd Viscount assumed the title of Governor of Unilever.
At this time the rationalisation was still taking place in pursuit of D’Arcy Cooper’s policy of
disposing of all ventures that had nothing to do with the core business and one of the first
actions by D’Arcy Cooper was to halt all development on the Isle of Harris. By October 1925
the island was up for sale but MacFisheries was retained. This proved to be a wise decision
because it owned a company that made sausages and ice cream by name of T.Wall & Sons
that would eventually form the basis of a massive Lever Brothers food division including
brands such as Bird’s Eye, PG Tips, Marmite and Hellmann’s Mayonnaise.
The T.Wall & Son purchase by Lord Leverhulme proved to be an extremely shrewd decision
because it paved the way for the merger with Van Den Berghs in 1930 to create Unilever. The
new combined business employed 250,000 and, in terms of market value, was the largest
company in Britain at that time.
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Relationship with Bolton School
By the time Lord Leverhulme died £18k had already been spent on the building of the new
school, of which Lord Leverhulme had provided £12k in accordance with the terms of the
contract he had signed in 1923. The Great Halls and Libraries of both Divisions were in
course of construction as was a classroom wing – the South Wing – for Girls’ Division.
The Lever Brothers business was still facing severe financial pressure as evidenced by the
decisions to halt all work at Rivington and to withdraw from the Hebridean project. The
Executors of Lord Leverhulme’s will did indeed try to disassociate themselves from his
commitment to fund two thirds of the ongoing building costs. The situation was resolved
when the 2nd Viscount Leverhulme donated £50,000 of his own money to keep his father’s
vision moving forward. Notwithstanding this most generous gesture, School finances
remained tight and, as the Governors were not prepared to borrow, it was to be 1965 before
the original plans were completed. The only aspect of the original vision that did not come to
fruition was Lord Leverhulme’s
plans for a grand Chapel on the
fourth side of the Centre Quad.
The building of the new Riley
Sixth Form Centre, almost one
hundred years after the first
plans were approved, has
finally completed Lord
L e v e r h u l m e ’s o r i g i n a l
architectural plan for the
School.
Girls’ Division South Wing in
course of construction. c. 1928
The Gymnasium

The 2nd Viscount’s generous donation
did however enable building to
continue at a controlled pace. The Girls
were the first to benefit from new
buildings when in 1928 the Girls’
South Wing was completed together
with their Great Hall, Gymnasium and
Library. Built in Runcorn sandstone
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and designed in the Tudor style of architecture, it was officially opened by the wife of the 2nd
Viscount Leverhulme on 25 September 1928. The Boys took possession of their new Great
Hall and Library in 1929 at a special Prize Distribution attended by the 2nd Viscount
Leverhulme. Mr. F L Tillotson presented the School with a bust of Lord Leverhulme by Sir J.
Goscombe John, which may now be seen in the Boys’ Division entrance hall. A short time
later the gymnasium under the Great Hall came into use but up to this time the new buildings
had not provided any new classrooms for Boys’ Division. It was not until January 1932 when
the Boys’ Division South Wing was opened that new classrooms became available. Until this
time the boys continued to be housed in Westbourne, although part of that building had to be
demolished to allow the Great Hall section to be built
Girls’ Division Cloisters 1929

Science Laboratory c. 1929

Great Hall with old organ 1930

Centre Quad 1929
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The School, c. 1929

The 1930’s brought more
depression and the School
was again reporting operating
deficits. Against this
demanding backcloth Lester
Haselden, who had become
Chairman of the Governors in
1926, stood firm in his
resolve not to borrow for the
building work. It was also
agreed that the next step
would be the building of the
West Wing of Girls’ Division
and this was opened in
September 1934, with its science and domestic science
rooms, form rooms, dining room and kitchen. There
was then a gap of almost twenty years before the next
steps forward, by which time the 3rd Viscount
Leverhulme had become Chairman of Governors.

Senior Library 1933
Great Hall with new organ installed,
1937

The Leverhulme Trust was established in 1925 under the terms of the will of Lord
Leverhulme with the instruction that its resources should be used to support ‘scholarships for
the purposes of research and education.’ Since that time the Trust has provided funding for
research projects, fellowships, studentships, bursaries and prizes. It operates across all the
academic disciplines with the ambition being to support talented individuals as they realise
their personal vision in research and professional training. With annual funding of around
£60m, the Trust is amongst the largest all subject providers of research funding in the UK.
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Girls’ Division West Wing 1934

The 2nd Viscount Leverhulme
was elected Chairman of
Governors in early 1940 and
was to remain Chairman for
the rest of his life.

He was taken ill on a train near Banff, in Alberta, in 1949 during the latter stages of a world
tour and died on 27 May 1949. A Service of Memorial and Celebration took place at School
on 13 June 1949 when Lessons were read by the School Captain and Head Girl, prayers led
by the Headmistress, an Address given by the Headmaster and a Joint Choir of Boys and
Girls sang, inter alia, the anthem ‘He that shall Endure to the End shall be Saved’ by
Mendelssohn.
Aerial view of School with Girls’ Division West Wing completed 1935
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CHAPTER THREE
The 3rd Viscount Leverhulme
Philip William Bryce Lever, 3rd Viscount Leverhulme, was born at Bebington on the Wirral
on 1 July 1915 and was the only surviving son of William Lever, 2nd Viscount Leverhulme
and his first wife Marion who died in 1973.
He was educated at Eton College before going to Trinity College, Cambridge, where he read
Modern Languages. His first job after graduation was at Sandringham where he worked for
King George V’s estate manager until the outbreak of the Second World War when he joined
the Cheshire Yeomanry, serving in Palestine. After the Regiment returned to Europe in 1944
he became a Major in command of No. 2 Squadron. In 1947 he was appointed Squadron
Leader of C Squadron and held this post until 1949. On the death of The Fourth Duke of
Westminster in 1967, Viscount Leverhulme was appointed Honorary Colonel of the Regiment
which he remained until 1981. He was Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire from 1949 to 1990
The 3rd Viscount and
Vi s c o u n t e s s
Leverhulme with their
daughters Susan
Elizabeth (left),
Vi c t o r i a M a r i o n
(centre) and Margaret
Jane

He married Margaret
Ann Moon on 1 July
1937 and they were
to have three
children, all of
whom were girls.
His first daughter was the Hon. Susan Elizabeth Moon Lever who was born in 1938. Their
second daughter, the Hon. Victoria Marion Ann Lever, was born in 1945 and has been Extra
Lady-in-Waiting to HRH The Princess Royal since 1974. Their third daughter, the Hon.
(Margaret) Jane Lever, was born in 1947. Married to Algernon Eustace Hugh Heber-Percy,
Jane was a Governor of Bolton School from 1999 until 2008.
He never had any ambitions to enter the family business and served only as an advisory
director of the company. After the war he took over the management of his father’s estates.
In 1949, when his father died, he inherited the title of Viscount Leverhulme and moved into
Thornton Manor with his wife and three daughters. In the same year he also became Lord
Lieutenant of Cheshire and Chairman of the Governors of Bolton School, following in his
father’s footsteps. He was to remain Lord Lieutenant until 1990 which made him the longest
serving Lord Lieutenant in the country and in this capacity he regularly entertained members
of the Royal Family at his home.
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He continued the association with Bromborough Golf Club, becoming President when his
father died. The Golf Club was requisitioned for military use during the Second World War
and eventually became an American Forces Base but when hostilities ceased, the 3rd Viscount
Leverhulme was the first Captain to be elected after the War. Some years later the decision
was taken to build a new club house and in 1971 the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme gave the Club
just under two acres of land for the new Club House and an extended car park. He formally
opened the new Club House on 28 October 1973.
His consuming interest however was horse racing and in the late sixties he started a stud at
Thornton Manor. He was a friend of the Queen Mother with their common interest in horse
racing probably helping to cement the relationship. The Queen Mother was a regular visitor
and other members of the Royal Family would also visit. He was a welcoming host and
would also entertain members of other royal families, heads of state, Prime Ministers and
politicians, captains of industry and people of the arts and academic world.
He served as Chairman of Chester Racecourse and as a senior steward of the Jockey Club. He
was also a supporter of the Animal Health Trust, the veterinary research establishment at
Lanwades Hall, near Newmarket and had given 25 years’ service when he retired as
Chairman in 1989.
As evidence of his passion for horse racing, he announced at Girls’ Division Speech day in
1978 that he had named a horse ‘Girls’ Division’. However ‘to redress the balance in the
stables’, he said he had also named two other horses ‘Boys’ Division’ and ‘Bolton School’.
On 29 May 1979 ‘Girls’ Division’ won her first race!
In 1980 the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme was elected Chancellor of Liverpool University. He had
a long association with the University and chaired the 1956 appeal which made possible the
construction of new halls of residence and extended games facilities. He remained Chancellor
until 1993.
In 1988 he was appointed Knight of the Garter in recognition of his many contributions to
public life.
He was closely involved in the Leverhulme Trust which dispenses very significant amounts
of money each year in educational and research grants.
Relationship with Bolton School
On October 18 1950 the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme and his wife made their first visit to Girls’
Division. In her speech of welcome Miss Taylor, Chairman of the Girls’ Committee, spoke of
the great interest which the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme's father and grandfather had shown
towards Bolton and the School, and she expressed the gratitude which all felt that Viscount
Leverhulme had accepted the Chairmanship of the Governors.
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Working on the East Wing 1954
East Wing in course of construction 1954

Like his father and grandfather before him the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme proved to be a
staunch supporter of Bolton School, with an impressive attendance at Speech Day or Prize
Distributions in both Divisions.
Boys’ Division Entrance 1954, after installation of
Coronation lanterns

Boys’ Division Dining Room 1955

1951 was the centenary of the birth of the William Hesketh Lever and on November 23rd the
3rd Viscount Leverhulme planted two copper beech trees in front of the School, one on the
Boys’ side in memory of his grandfather, Lord Leverhulme, the other on the Girls' side in
memory of his father, the 2nd Viscount Leverhulme. There was also an exhibition of the life
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and work of Lord Leverhulme in the Great Hall including a large scale model of Port
Sunlight.
The School was still far from complete when he became Chairman in 1949 and it was during
his time at the helm that the first Lord Leverhulme’s vision finally came to fruition. The first
major building phase under his Chairmanship occurred in the 1950’s with the Boys’ Dining
Room being opened in December 1954. By December 1956 the East Wing was nearing
completion and the boys gradually moved in during 1957.
Aerial view of School with
East Wing completed c. 1958

The final phase of the
original vision was
completed in the sixties. The
Boys’ North Wing was
ready in time for the
1964/65 academic year but
it was another year before
the Girls’ North Wing was
completed.

Aerial view of School
w i t h N o r t h Wi n g s
completed and before
demolition of the old
School hut 1966

He was a committed
supporter of the Open
Door policy which
enabled able children
to enter Bolton School,
regardless of parental
income. In the early
1 9 7 0 ’s w h e n t h e
Direct Grant Scheme
was brought to an end, the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme played a key part in the bold decision to
make Bolton School fully independent rather than enter the state system as a comprehensive
school. An appeal raised £750,000 which was invested to fund bursaries in the two Divisions.
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Later, in the early eighties, he also guided the Governing Body towards the decision to apply
for the maximum number of Assisted Places under the new scheme set up by the
Conservative Government. The scheme lasted for twenty one years and gave many children
the opportunity of an education they could not otherwise have afforded.
In 1970 a commemorative plaque, in honour of Lord Leverhulme, was unveiled outside 16
Wood Street, the house where he was born, by the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme. Mr. Marcus
Tillotson, Vice-Chairman of the Governors, the Headmaster and the Headmistress were
present at the ceremony, which was arranged by Bolton Civic Trust to honour one of the
town's most famous sons
During the Easter term of 1975 the whole Girls’ Division joined together to celebrate his 25th
year as Chairman of the Governors. A handsome book was compiled that illustrated every
stage of school life and to which every teacher and girl contributed at least a signature.
Speech Day 1980 was made memorable when the final words from the 3rd Viscount
Leverhulme were that he was making a donation to the Girls’ Division of a new Sports
Pavilion. On Tuesday May 11th 1982, a year after the demolition of the old pavilion, he
officially opened the splendid new 'Leverhulme Pavilion'.
The Leverhulme Pavilion
1982

T h e 3rd Vi s c o u n t
Leverhulme retired as
Chairman of Governors in
1990, after having served
in that position for 40 years
and at Speech Day on 4
July 1990 he was presented
with a painting of the
School.
Despite no longer being Chairman he continued to be associated with the School in his
capacity as a Trustee of the New Lever Trust.
He died in July 2001, shortly after his 85th birthday. There was a strong Bolton School
presence at the memorial Service at Chester Cathedral. He had served Bolton School for 40
years during a turbulent period for national secondary education. From the 1944 Education
Act onwards there had been a sequence of structural changes from the three tier system of
grammar, technical and secondary modern schools to comprehensive education and later the
growth of technical colleges. He also guided the Governors through the transition from the
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Direct Grant system to full independence and the decision to partake in the Assisted Places
scheme.
The Hon. Lady Jane Heber-Percy

Sir Algernon Heber-Percy

As the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme was the last male descendant of the first Viscount
Leverhulme and died without male heirs, his titles became extinct. Fortunately the
Leverhulme connection goes on at Bolton School through his great granddaughter (Margaret)
Jane Heber-Percy. Born on 22 June 1947 and the youngest of three daughters of the 3rd
Viscount Leverhulme, she married Algernon Eustace Hugh Heber-Percy on 6 July 1966 and
they have four children. She became a Governor of Bolton School in 1999 and remained
actively involved until she decided to stand down at the end of the 2008 academic year.
After her retirement as a Governor and conscious of the great contribution made to Bolton
School by Jane, her father, grandfather and great grandfather over the past century, she was
invited by the Governors to continue as Emeritus Governor, to which she kindly agreed. As
great granddaughter of Lord Leverhulme, Jane was invited to lay the foundation stone of the
new Girls’ Junior School in 2010, which is named Hesketh House, in honour of William
Hesketh Lever. Speaking at the ceremony she said “Already it is clear that the new building
will be a great investment in education for future generations and a fitting legacy for my great
grandfather.”
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Imogen Swift and Emma Duper, Head Prefect, at the
Laying of the Foundation Stone for Hesketh House.
In the background are The Hon. Mrs. Jane HeberPercy, Mr. Michael Griffiths, Chairman of Governors,
Mrs. Gill Richards, Headmistress, Mr. Alistair
Baines, Architect and Mr. Glyn Williams, Seddons’
Contracts Manager

At Speech Day 1950 the Headmaster, Mr. Poskitt, had welcomed the 3rd Viscount
Leverhulme as Chairman of the Governors and had said the connection of the Lever family
with the School was greatly valued, partly because it had lasted for 300 years and partly
because in a period of uncertainty it gave a sense of stability and proportion. How prescient
those words proved to be over the ensuing four decades.

The 3rd Viscount Leverhulme
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CHAPTER FOUR
THE LEGACY TODAY
The 3rd Viscount Leverhulme
Following the death of the 3rdViscount Leverhulme in 1990 the viscountcy and baronetcy
died with him but the Leverhulme legacy lives on.
He had by that time been Chairman of Governors for 40 years and it was under his leadership
that Lord Leverhulme’s original vision for the School vision was finally completed with the
construction of the Boys’ East Wing in 1957, the Boys’ North Wing in 1964 and the Girls’
North Wing in 1965. It was quite remarkable that a third generation Leverhulme should
sustain such unstinting support to the School until the end of his life. Equally remarkable was
that the original vision was never abandoned or reduced as the years went by. He and the
Governors shared a determination to see the job through even if that meant having to wait so
much longer than originally anticipated. The result is a legacy of which Lord Leverhulme
would be proud.
He was also at the helm during a particularly challenging time for education, playing a
pivotal role in the decision to take the School from Direct Grant status to full independence
when the Direct Grant scheme came to an end. Later he was similarly involved in the
decision later to embrace the Assisted Places opportunity. Other schools did not do so on the
grounds that they did not think it would last – in the event it continued for twenty one years.
Like his father and grandfather before him he was a staunch supporter of the School and
shared his grandfather’s view that all talented boys and girls should have the opportunity to
benefit from a Bolton School education, regardless of their individual financial
circumstances. Over the years ever increasing levels of bursary funding have been built up by
the Governors of the time to ensure that this philosophy might be continued and thus sustain
the objectives and ethos of the School.
The 3rd Viscount Leverhulme left Bolton School well equipped to face the challenges of the
21st Century and this too is part of his legacy. The viscountcy and baronetcy may have died
with him but the family ethos is firmly embedded in Bolton School and it is the duty of
Governors, present and future, to ensure that the legacy of the Leverhulme family is never
forgotten.
The 2nd Viscount Leverhulme
He became a Governor of Bolton School on the death of his father and remained a Governor
until his death in 1949, being Chairman of Governors for the last nine years of his life.
Lever Brothers were experiencing financial difficulties at the time he became Governor and
the executors of Lord Leverhulme were trying to extricate themselves from the contract he
signed in 1923 to contribute £2 for every £1 spent on the building of the new School up to a
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maximum of £125,000. The impasse was broken by the 2nd Viscount Leverhulme providing
£50,000 of his own money so as to enable work to continue on the developments then in
course. This was a most generous gesture and is evidence of the 2nd Viscount Leverhulme’s
personal commitment and determination to see his father’s vision for Bolton School
materialise. Nobody will ever know what would have become of Bolton School had he not
been prepared to make this additional funding available but it was certainly a catalyst in
terms of ensuring that the partly built buildings in 1925 were duly completed for the benefit
of generations to come. Bolton School owes him too a great debt of gratitude.
Lord Leverhulme
Industrialist, philanthropist, entrepreneur, politician and a man of Bolton who never forgot his
roots, Lord Leverhulme was a remarkable man and the benefits of his legacy continue to be
enjoyed by people from all walks of life.
He was a major benefactor to his home town of Bolton.
He bought Hall i' th' Wood, the early 16th-century manor house in Bolton that had been the
home of Samuel Crompton during the 18th century, when Crompton designed and built the
first spinning mule. Lord Leverhulme equipped it as a folk museum and presented it to
Bolton in 1899. It is currently used as a museum by Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council.
When the outbreak of the Great War in 1914 led to Bolton Corporation not being able to raise
the finance for the intended purchase of 67 acres of land to the east of the town for use as a
public park, Sir William bought it himself and gave it to the town. It became known as
Leverhulme Park and today is not only a public park but also home to the Leverhulme Park
Community Leisure Centre offering a great range of facilities and activities from gym
membership, to an outdoor 400m running track, 60m indoor track, dance studio, children's
centre and children’s club.
In 1901 he presented 400 acres to the Bolton council ‘to be used as a Public Park for the use
and enjoyment of the Public for ever.’ Known as Lever Park, Rivington it continues to be
maintained as a public country park for the people of Bolton. It is a popular destination for
walkers in particular but there are also facilities for young people to enjoy canoeing, windsurfing, orienteering and climbing.
He built four churches altogether including the Congregational Church on Blackburn Road,
Bolton that was built together with his brother James in 1895 in memory of their father. The
new Church replaced a temporary Church that had been made of corrugated iron. Although
the new Church was built of brick and stone, it continues to be known locally as the Iron
Church. Unfortunately the Church closed in 1990 but the building is still in use as a bed
centre.
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He left some fine buildings.
Lancaster House (22)

In 1912 he purchased Stafford
House from the Duke of Sutherland.
This splendid mansion is close to St.
James's Palace and much of the site
was once part of the palace
complex. It was renamed Lancaster
House after his Lancastrian heritage
and gifted to the nation with the
intention that it should house the
London Museum. It opened to the
public in 1914 as the London
Museum and continued to be used
for this purpose until shortly after World War II. A Grade I listed building it is now managed
by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and used for government receptions.
Hulme Hall, Port
Sunlight (15)

The garden of one of
his former London
home ‘The Hill’ in
Hampstead, designed
by Thomas Mawson, is
still open to the public.
The Pergola Walk,
lin k in g th e f o r mal
gardens of the main
house and the more
gentle lawns of the
lower garden is the
main feature. After Lord Leverhulme’s death in 1925, the 60-room mansion and grounds
were bought by Lord Inverforth, a shipowner and politician and became known as Inverforth
House. The Grade II listed Inverforth House is now a gated block of homes consisting of two
houses and seven apartments. A blue plaque on the houses’ gate post commemorates Lord
Leverhulme’s links with the house and was unveiled by his great granddaughter Jane HeberPercy in 2002.
Port Sunlight contains 900 Grade II listed buildings, and was declared a Conservation Area in
1978 . The essential layout and character of Port Sunlight has hardly changed and until the
1980’s all the residents continued to be employees of Unilever and their families. Since that
time however houses have been sold privately. The Port Sunlight Museum and Model Village
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continues to be a popular
attraction and holds a range
of activities throughout the
year.

Housing in Port Sunlight
Village (19)

His interest in the Arts
The Lady Lever Art Gallery was opened in 1922 by Princess Beatrice, youngest daughter of
Queen Victoria, and is dedicated to the memory of his wife Elizabeth. The collection reflects
the personal taste of Lord Leverhulme and contains the best of his personal art collection. It is
one of the most beautiful collections of fine and decorative art in the UK. The Grade II listed
gallery is now part of National Museums Liverpool and entrance is free. In 2012, visitor
numbers exceeded 200,000.
His political impact
He was a lifelong supporter of the Liberal Party and a huge admirer of William Gladstone. He
was a passionate believer in free trade, competition and hard work. He also was concerned
with the welfare of the older members of society and the need for the state pension that was
introduced in the 1908 budget.
Indeed, his greatest legacy as an MP must be the introduction of the old age pension, which
was a direct result of his successful Private Member’s Bill the previous year. He was also a
strong proponent of salaries for MP’s and spoke out in favour of this in parliamentary debate.
Previously they had been unpaid but in the Parliament Act 1911 the first regular salary of
£400 p.a. was introduced.
Outside Parliament he was a committed supporter of the suffragette movement, which made
it all the more ironical that his Rivington home should be burned down by a suffragette
protester. He believed in equality for women and hosted meetings for the promotion of
female suffrage from 1903.
He was also a strong advocate for the introduction of shorter working hours and better
working conditions generally and in this respect was ahead of his time. He was convinced
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that a healthy and happy workforce would be better disposed to working harder and thus
produce benefits for employee and employer alike.
His commitment to education
In 1910 he made a gift of over £100,000 to the University of Liverpool, including the
damages of £91,000 that were paid to him by Lord Northcliffe after the Daily Mail court
case. This was an endowment for the School of Tropical Medicine and the School of Town
Planning and Civic Design. The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine now has a
worldwide reputation as a centre for research in tropical medicine, infectious disease and
international health and, as a registered charity, works in over 60 countries worldwide. The
School of Town Planning and Civic Design, now known as the Department of Civic Design,
is an international leader in planning education and scholarly research.
Apart from Liverpool he also endowed a chair of Physical Chemistry at Bristol University in
1919 and contributed towards a new Science building at the University of Edinburgh in 1923.
The Leverhulme Trust, established under the will of Lord Leverhulme in 1925, has provided
funding ever since for research projects, fellowships, studentships, bursaries and prizes. it
operates across all the academic disciplines and with annual funding of around £60 million,
the Trust is amongst the largest all-subject providers of research funding in the UK. Since the
death of the 3rd Viscount Leverhulme in 1990, there has also been a Leverhulme Prize named
after him, to recognise outstanding young scholars who have made an internationally
recognised contribution, and who are expected to make greater contributions later in their
career.
The new Beech House
Infants’ School

However, for those
involved with Bolton
School, whether as
pupils, alumni, parents,
staff or governors the
jewel in the crown has
to be his re-endowment
of Bolton School. His
funding made it
possible for Bolton
School to become the
magnificent School it is
today, looking forward to the rest of the 21st century with great confidence. With the major
developments at Park Road, the new Beech House, the new Girls’ Junior school and lastly the
Riley Sixth Form Centre all now completed the School enjoys facilities that compare with the
best. What he did for Bolton School was extraordinary but for both his son and grandson to
have been imbued with the same commitment was even more extraordinary.
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Hesketh House Junior Girls’
School

The Riley Centre

Bolton School would not be the thriving educational institution it is today without the
Leverhulme family and their vision, drive, guidance, support and extraordinary financial
commitment. To all of them, and Lord Leverhulme in particular who was prodigal in his
generosity, Bolton School will be forever grateful.
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