A History of Bolton School
Bolton School is one of the oldest schools in Lancashire. The School as we know it
today with its Boys’ Division and Girls’ Division came into existence in 1913 when
William Hesketh Lever, Baronet (later, the 1st Viscount Leverhulme) re-endowed the
School. However, the origins of the Boys’ School can be traced back to at least 1516
when it was recorded as being “a going concern”. In 1644 it was endowed by Robert
Lever and so began a long and close relationship with the Lever name.
The Girls' School was established on 1 October 1877. It was one of the very earliest
public day-schools for girls; the first had been opened in North London in 1850.
Funding was provided by its founding members, who each guaranteed a sum of £200;
“an efficient lady teacher”, Miss Eliza Kean, was appointed, at a salary of £100 a
year, to teach Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, English, History,
Needlework, French and Latin; the schoolroom was in the Mechanics’ Institute, and
in 1877 intake consisted of twenty two girls. The fee was four guineas a year and the
school was open to all girls regardless of class.
At the girls’ first Prizegiving in 1879 it was commented by Mr W Hart that “there was
a great want in this town of a school similar to the Bolton Boys’ Grammar School for
the advantage of the girls.” The excellent example set by the boys educated there may
well have helped in predisposing the people of Bolton to welcome education for girls
as well, and certainly the inevitable comparisons between the two schools led to a
healthy rivalry.
The girls’ school lost no time in attaining academic excellence, under the guidance of
a series of distinguished Headmistresses. In 1880 Miss Kean was succeeded by Mrs
Sarah Corbett, who had her own school in Silverwell House; these two schools
amalgamated and moved to 39 Chorley New Road. Mrs Corbett, nee Woodhead, had
been one of the first three students at Girton College, Cambridge; her successor, Miss
Vokins, was one of the first students of Newnham. Miss Johnson was Headmistress
from 1887 to 1893 and during her headship, in 1890, Bolton girls began winning
places at Cambridge and have continued the tradition ever since.

Miss Vokins, Headmistress 1882-88,
was one of the first students of Newnham College, Cambridge

The Bolton Girls' Day School was quickly renamed to Bolton High School for Girls
and moved to the Park Road site (where the current Junior Boys’ School stands) in
1891 with 67 girls. The new building was 'the last word in school design and was
rapturously appreciated' when opened by the suffragist Mrs Henry Fawcett.

Bolton School Girls’ Division in 1912 on Park Road
(the site of the current Junior Boys’ School)

Bolton Grammar School for Boys moved from its original Tudor building with whitewashed walls and a thatched roof to new premises besides the Parish Church during
the seventeenth century, and moved again in 1899, shortly after its amalgamation with
Bolton High School for Boys, into the premises at Westbourne which it occupied until
1932. This third move was made possible by William Hesketh Lever. The School’s
association with the Lever name can be traced back to before the school’s first
relocation in the seventeenth century, when Robert Lever seems to have become
involved with the maintenance of the school at its old site as well as making
preparations for its re-founding at the new site.

The interior of Robert Lever’s Grammar School

Under the foundation deeds, Robert Lever was to be regarded as the founder and his
kin were to be preferred as governors. William Hesketh Lever’s precise kinship to
Robert Lever, if any, is obscure; however, as a Non-Conformist he strongly approved
of the amalgamation between Bolton Boys’ Grammar School and Bolton High School
for Boys, which had been founded by his own master, W T Mason, also a NonConformist.
William Lever agreed to help the school by putting up £5,000 and being co-opted as a
governor, and his deep commitment to the school was demonstrated by his regular
attendance at governors’ meetings. In 1899 he bought the freehold at Westbourne and
offered it to the governors of the school, and he also financed the necessary building
alterations. Shortly after the school opened at Westbourne, there were 102 boys on
the register, and by 1902 there were 166. The increase in numbers then halted when
fees were raised to ten guineas for senior boys and eight guineas for juniors. It was
the policy of the school to keep fee increases to a minimum, to keep the school within
the means of the lower middle classes.

William Lever’s financial assistance to the school continued in many guises,
including the provision of a swimming pool, and the funding of scholarships.
William Lever appears to have had in mind a plan to amalgamate the girls’ and boys’
schools in 1910, and by 1913 his plans were becoming more detailed. He envisaged
completely rebuilding the Bolton Grammar School, with one wing for boys and one
for girls; boys and girls were to be taught separately, although for some lessons, such
as swimming and gymnastics, the same teachers might be timetabled to teach both the
boys’ classes and the girls’ classes.
Other buildings were also planned, including a U-shaped building which was to
extend to Chorley New Road. A new name was sought for the joint establishment –

“University College” was rejected as it was felt that this might be misleading; finally,
Bolton School, was settled upon. War delayed building work but the re-founding of
the School went ahead and Bolton School formally came into existence on 1 April
1915.

The school coat of arms was granted in 1923. The devices of two black diagonal
stripes, the edges of the upper one scalloped, on a silver shield together with the cock
and bugle crest have been used by the Lever families of Great, Little and Darcy Lever
since the Middle Ages. The Lever family was one of the medieval land-owning
families of South East Lancashire. In order for the School to differentiate itself from
other families (many families employ black and silver or white in their coats of arms),
appropriate symbols were added. These included:





an open book – frequently found in the heraldry of academic institutions to
represent learning
the rose of Lancashire – gold, not red, so that it stands out against a black
background
the gold wreath of roses, or chaplet, signifies not only honour but also the
Hulme family (when William Hesketh Lever became a Lord, he adopted the
title Lord Leverhulme, taking the “hulme” from his wife’s family name)
the cock and trumpet are heraldic puns; the language of heraldry is Norman
French and Lever transposes to “se lever” which means “to arise”, the cock
being the bird whose crow causes the world to arise while the trumpet sounds
“Reveille”.

The boys’ coat of arms bears the inscription “Mutare Vel Timere Sperno”, which
means “I spurn to change or to fear”. This is a highly appropriate motto, as the basic
principles upon which education in Bolton was founded have remained unchanged
through the centuries, with a commitment to making the very highest standard of
education accessible to all.
The Girls’ Division uses the same Arms on a lozenge (diamond-shape) – it is the
custom for ladies to bear their Arms thus, although Arms granted to girls’ schools
nowadays are usually illustrated on shields. Since a woman did not wear a helmet,
she could not bear a crest and the Girls’ Division does not use the crest but a lovers’
knot above the lozenge in its place.
Construction of the new buildings began in 1924. By the time the Second World War
broke out, Bolton School was well established. However, the main wings of the
School were not completed until 1965, fulfilling William Hesketh Lever’s stated aim
of having “the Grammar School housed in a properly designed and planned building,
built expressly for the purpose.”

Bolton School under construction in 1928

Bolton School in 1938

Work continues on the erection of the Boys’ Division in the 1950s

The Boys’ Junior School was established in Broomfield on Chorley New Road in
1928 and moved into its current premises in 1938. During the war, in 1940, the main
Boys’ Division building was abandoned and classes were moved to Park Road due to
the “efficient coke heating plant”. In 1946 three Upper School forms remained at
Park Road, leaving in the early 1980s. The School took Year 3 pupils for the first
time in 2002.
Other buildings on the Chorley New Road site have also been erected. In the 1950s a
new sports level was created, and the Tillotson Pavilion was built through the
generosity of the Tillotson family, although unfortunately a more ambitious scheme to
merge three levels to create a huge playing field had to be curtailed because of lack of
funds.
Funding for projects has come from various sources: a grant from the Industrial
Society financed the construction of a new Chemistry Block for the Boys’ Division,
adjacent to the main school buildings, and this was opened in 1958. In the early
1970s the Trustees of Bridge Street Methodist Chapel presented to the School an
organ which was made for the Chapel in 1885, and costs of installing the organ in the
Great Hall in the Girls’ Division were met by the New Lever Trustees. In 1982 the
Leverhulme Pavilion at Oldfield was opened by Lord Leverhulme; in addition to
games changing areas, this building houses a fully equipped kitchen provided through
the generosity of Mrs Vause, Chair of the Bolton School Trustees, and the Girls’
Division Parents’ Association.

The Leverhulme Pavilion and sports pitches

Lord Leverhulme was also responsible for the acquisition of the equestrian centre on
Ladybridge Lane which has been converted into the Scout Group’s new headquarters,
Brookside. Major additions to the School’s facilities in recent years include the ultramodern, purpose-built Arts & Conference Centre which offers tremendous scope for
music, arts and drama productions, and Patterdale Hall, an outdoor pursuits centre
situated at the heart of a 300 acre estate at the southern end of Ullswater, in the Lake
District.
Throughout the centuries, it has always been the tradition of both the boys’ and girls’
schools to offer an education for all capable children, irrespective of financial
circumstances. Currently, one third of the School’s pupils receive assistance with
fees. Pupils, who currently number 2,300, are drawn from a wide area encompassing
urban and rural Lancashire, Cheshire and Greater Manchester and a network of
School coach services covers twenty two routes over a twenty five mile radius of the
School.
Bolton School has also explored ways to extend the use of its excellent facilities so
that the community at large can benefit from them. Commercial activities are run by
Bolton School Services Limited, whose primary function is to ensure that the
School’s charitable status is preserved, and any profits raised can be channelled back
into the financial upkeep of the School and its facilities. Money also goes towards
providing Foundation Grants and bursaries to those pupils who would otherwise not
be able to afford to attend the School.
The Arts and Conference Centre, whilst remaining primarily a School facility, is used
for business and social activities during evenings, weekends and school holidays.
With two magnificent Great Halls and a purpose-built theatre which are available for
hire, it has become one of Bolton’s most popular venues for exhibitions, musical and
social functions and weddings. The Sports facilities, including gymnasium, sports
hall, swimming pool, playing fields, Leverhulme Pavilion and tennis courts are also
rented out.

The Arts Centre and Sports Complex

Similarly, Patterdale Hall, the School’s outdoor pursuits centre, operates as a
commercial residential centre when not in use for groups from the School, lending
itself to a variety of uses, from providing a base for fieldwork studies to leading a
week’s structured team-building programme. In 2007 its estate was complemented by
a 48 foot sailing vessel built by the Boys’ Division. The boat, Tenacity of Bolton,
was moored at Glasson Dock and allowed boys and girls from the School and the
wider community to learn to sail. It worked the Irish Sea and the west coast of
Scotland. From 2014, Tenacity was managed by the Tall Ships Youth Trust but girls
and boys from Years 8 and 9 of the School still have the option to undertake voyages
on the ketch.

Patterdale Hall

Bolton School Nursery was opened in 1998 and is an ultra-modern, purpose-built
nursery located on Dobson Road, overlooking the main school. In April of the same
year Beech House After School Club was registered to take 40 children, this quickly
mutated into what is now known as Kidzone @ the den which can accommodate 80
children. It is situated on Dobson Road and offers childcare services for Bolton
School pupils prior to and post-School days and, during the summer months, is also
open to all children in the area aged 4-13 years.
In the Spring of 2008, the School embarked upon its next major building project,
which saw the building of a new Infants’ School on the Hopefield site on Dobson
Road, next to the School’s Nursery. A refurbishment and extension project was
undertaken on The Junior Boys’ School on Park Road, and the new look building was
officially opened in December 2009. The former Beech House building was
demolished and in July 2009 work began on a new state-of-the-art Junior Girls’
School in its place, freeing up space in the Senior Girls’ School, where the junior
school was previously housed. The new building was named ‘Hesketh House’ as a
tribute to Lord Leverhulme whose full name was William Hesketh Lever. It took just
over a year to complete and the Junior Girls moved in at the start of the new school
year in September 2010.

The latest project for the school has been the building of a shared Sixth Form Centre
within the main school site on Chorley New Road. The building work commenced in
Summer 2012, and was completed in time for Sixth Formers to move in to their new
facility in the Autumn term of 2013. The project received substantial funding from
alumni of the School. In honour of this, the new building has been named after the
campaign’s lead benefactor, Old Boy Ian Riley.

The bare bones of the Riley Centre in November 2012

Giving Sixth Formers a truly shared space for the first time, the Riley Centre will be
an asset to students for years to come. The central study and social space is equipped
with every convenience for students, and also incorporates the School’s main
reception on the ground floor.

The completed Sixth Form Centre

Positioned at the heart of the school and forming a physical link between the preexisting buildings, the Riley Centre connects the Boys’ and Girls’ Divisions more
closely than ever before. The building lends a new and modern aspect to the School’s

central quadrangle, and finally realises Lord Leverhulme’s initial vision for the school
based on the university colleges of Oxford and Cambridge.

(Sources: The History of Bolton School by W E Brown, So Goodly A Heritage and
More Memories of Bolton, True North Holdings)

