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Thank you for your interest in Bolton School.
We are one of the most successful and well-known schools in the North of
England and, with over 2,300 pupils, one of the largest independent day
schools in the country. We offer an “all-through” education and our
co-educational Nursery and Infant School and single-sex Junior and Senior
Schools (with Sixth Forms) are all located on a stunning 32 acre campus
which includes high quality sports facilities and playing fields, a swimming
pool, an Arts and Conference Centre and the School’s own Kidzone which
offers child care from 7.30am-6.00pm daily and during the holidays.

Our Aim

Bolton School seeks to realise the potential of each pupil. We provide
challenge, encourage initiative, promote teamwork and develop
leadership capabilities. It is our aim that students leave the School as
self-confident young people equipped with the knowledge, skills and
attributes that will allow them to lead a happy and fulfilled life and to make
a difference for good in the wider community.
We do this through offering:
• a rich and stimulating educational experience which encompasses
academic, extra-curricular and social activities
• a supportive and industrious learning environment for pupils selected
on academic potential, irrespective of means and background.

The Fa mily of Schools

Senior Schools
Bolton School Girls’ Division and Boys’ Division are academically
selective schools for pupils aged 11-18 years. We believe our
pupils experience the best of both worlds – single-sex classes where
girls and boys are not distracted by one another but where there
are opportunities to work together, for example, in producing stunning
musical and dramatic productions. There are also many joint trips,
societies and talks. In the Sixth Form, students are allowed access to
one another’s common rooms.
Junior Schools
Our two single-sex Junior Schools (ages 7-11), Park Road (boys) and
Hesketh House (girls) are busy and friendly environments where bright
children are given opportunities to make the most of their talents, both
within the curriculum and in many exciting activities which take place
outside the classroom. Ninety nine percent of our Junior School pupils
progress to our Senior Schools.
Infant School – Beech House
The recently built, state-of-the-art, Infant School is attended by over
200 girls and boys aged 4-7 years. Primarily this is a happy environment
where children are made to feel part of a warm, family atmosphere and
there is an emphasis on fun as well as learning. Links with our Junior
Schools are strong and nearly all pupils progress to Park Road or
Hesketh House at age 7.
Bolton School Nursery
Our Nursery is very popular and demand is high for the 84 places that are
on offer here. A new Nursery class for 3 and 4 year olds, which is teacher
led and open during term time has recently been introduced. The Nursery
provides children with the very best start in life.

Bolton School Services Ltd
Bolton School Services Ltd (BSSL) is the trading arm of Bolton School
and comprises:
BSS Coaches, a company with a fleet of modern coaches that service
the transport requirements of the School as well as commercial clients.
BSS Events and Lettings, which hires out the School’s premises,
including the swimming pool, the Leverhulme Pavilion (with tennis and
netball courts), the Arts and Conference Centre, the Sports Hall and the
playing fields.
Patterdale Hall and Tenacity of Bolton, the School’s own outdoor
activities centre in the Lake District and a 60ft sailing yacht are both
available for commercial hire.
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Alumni

Lifelong friendships are formed at Bolton School and former students
remember their days here with great affection. Consequently, active
membership of our Old Boys' and Old Girls' Associations is thriving with
well over 9,000 active members.
The School has a history of producing top class scholars and achievers
and our former pupils' network is both illustrious and global. Household
names include Sir Ian McKellen, Nigel Short, Monica Ali, Baroness Taylor
of Bolton, the Nobel Prize Winner Sir Harry Kroto, Dame Janet Smith,
Baroness Morris of Bolton, Mark Radcliffe and Ralf Little.

Work in the Community
and for Charity

The Bolton School Foundation exists in order to realise the potential of
each and every pupil. In order to do this we believe in providing an
all-round education, which extends far beyond the classroom. This means
that the School is, and always has been, inextricably linked with the local
community. It is a central part of our ethos that pupils should be engaged
with the real world and that when they leave the School they will make a
positive contribution to society. It is through the interaction with local,
national and international concerns that pupils learn about topical issues
and develop a sense of their place in the world.
Each School regularly undertakes its own fundraising events and annually
the School as a Foundation raises over £30,000 for charity.

Academic Success

Our teaching methods draw on the best of both traditional and modern
approaches. As an independent school, the curriculum is guided by the
National Curriculum, but not constrained by it. Teachers are allowed to
develop their own schemes of work and can tailor lessons and learning to
suit individual classes.
From an early age there is an emphasis on learning through participation.
We encourage creativity and independent thinking. We provide a
stimulating environment with excellent resources and encourage enquiry
and problem solving that enriches learning. A wide curriculum allows all
pupils to find their niche and our dedicated and experienced teaching
staff help pupils realise their potential. Small classes, particularly in the
Sixth Form, allow teachers to focus on individual needs.
Pupils achieve excellent GCSE and A Level grades and the School is
widely regarded as one of the best schools in the North of England.
Almost all pupils go on to further study at top tier universities.

Extra-Curricular

At Bolton School we aim to develop the whole person and great
importance is placed upon extra-curricular activities. All pupils are strongly
encouraged to involve themselves in clubs, societies and activities, many
of which run over the lunchtime break in order that as many pupils as
possible can attend. Some activities, particularly sport, also take place in
the evening and at weekends. The wide range of clubs and activities
available and the effort that staff and pupils put into running these
societies is the secret to their success.

Academic, artistic, sporting and general interests can all be pursued:
there is also the opportunity to undertake Duke of Edinburgh Awards and
for outdoor activity at Patterdale Hall in the Lake District or on the School’s
own yacht, Tenacity of Bolton. In the Senior Schools emphasis is placed
on developing knowledge about careers, higher education and business
awareness amongst pupils. By years 12 and 13, pupils are becoming
more and more involved in the leadership of clubs and activities.

Pastoral

Bolton School is often regarded as "a pastoral School" and we constantly
endeavour to live up to this accolade. It is certainly our aim to ensure that
every member of the School community feels valued and respected.
We take very seriously the well being and progress of each individual
pupil. Teachers offer friendship and support and will closely monitor both
the academic and social development of each pupil.
Behaviour at Bolton School is excellent and we encourage pupils to treat
each other with respect, courtesy and consideration. Pupils are praised and
rewarded for improved efforts and good work, and also for good behaviour
and acts of kindness. Their efforts are often publicly commended.

Diversity

There is diversity throughout Bolton School – geographically, ethnically and
socially. Our own private coach service, which covers 22 routes, means
pupils are drawn from a wide geographical area across the North West.
One in five of our Senior School pupils receives assistance with their fees.
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Girls’ Division Senior School

Key

(Ages 11-18)

1. Centre Arch

8. Boys’ Division Reception

14. Arts Centre

2. Centre Quad

9. Boys’ Division Great Hall

15. Swimming Pool

3. Girls’ Division

10. Boys’ Division Junior School

16. Sports Hall

4. Girls’ Division Reception

11. Infant School (Beech House)

17. School Shop

5. Girls’ Division Great Hall

12. Nursery

18. Tillotson Pavilion & Fitness Centre

6. Girls’ Division Junior School

13. Kidzone

19. Sports Complex Changing

7. Boys’ Division

Childcare services including
Holiday Club

We place a high value on academic
achievement but also aim to educate the
whole person and encourage success in every sphere. We
welcome bright, well-motivated girls who are keen to learn.
We provide a broad curriculum and expect girls to take
advantage of the many extra-curricular activities that are
open to them.
This is a friendly place, where girls of all ages and
backgrounds mix comfortably and learn tolerance and
understanding. In this happy and secure environment,
every girl is valued and encouraged to do her best so that
she develops into a confident and articulate young woman
ready to take her place in the adult world.
www.boltonschool.org/seniorgirls
t: 01204 840201
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Boys’ Division Junior School
(Ages 7-11)
Junior Boys are now benefiting from a newly
refurbished and extended school, giving boys
the advantage of lots of extra space, and access to the very
latest equipment. The extended building provides larger
classrooms, an upgraded dining hall and a wonderful new
library. This is a warm and friendly school that allows
individuals to flourish in a challenging and purposeful learning
environment. We offer a first class education for boys, focused
on developing skills and talents across a wide spectrum of
academic and extra-curricular activities.
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Boys have access to a highly motivated, dedicated and
professional staff team, who ensure the needs of each boy are
met, and seek to develop boys as caring and considerate
individuals able to move forward into senior school with
confidence.
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www.boltonschool.org/juniorboys
t: 01204 434735

Newly Refurbished
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Bolton School Nursery
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(Ages 0-4)
Bolton School Nursery aims to provide the
highest calibre of childcare through a
personalised programme designed to meet the busy schedules
of our parents. Our commitment to staff training and
development ensures that staff are kept up to date with the
latest developments in childcare and can help your child
develop in a safe, caring environment.
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We try to make our Nursery an extension of your child’s
home, offering the time, opportunities, stimulation and
resources for your child to explore, create, imagine, and
enquire under the watchful eye of our trained nursery team.
www.boltonschool.org/nursery
t: 01204 432144

Girls’ Division Junior School

Infant School - Beech House

(Ages 7-11)
The new Junior Girls' School, Hesketh House,
opened in September 2010 and helps us provide
the best of tradition and innovation. It offers outstanding
facilities including eight classrooms, a large computer suite, a
science room, a well-resourced library, an art/design and
technology room and a main hall. The school's friendly and
supportive atmosphere remains and it is this that underpins our
pupils’ successes in all fields - academic study, sport and
music. We provide a wide range of opportunities for our pupils
to make the most of their particular talents, both within the
curriculum and in the many exciting activities which take place
outside the classroom.
Underlying everything we do is a set of simple but far-reaching
values: an understanding and respect for others, a sense of
responsibility, the importance of self belief and a realisation
that we all depend on each other.
www.boltonschool.org/juniorgirls
t: 01204 434761

New Building

(Ages 4-7)

Boys’ Division Senior School
(Ages 11-18)
This is a warm and welcoming school, open to
all sections of the community, where your son
will be happy and safe. There will be high expectations of
him and he will be supported, challenged and nurtured to
meet those expectations. We want him to leave Bolton
School with the conviction that everything he strives for is
possible and with the belief that he can make a difference
in the world.

Beech House offers high standards, a warm,
family atmosphere and an emphasis on fun, all
inside a new state-of-the-art building! The new facilities, which
are housed in a light, spacious building, are a real investment
in the futures of our young people by allowing them to utilise
the very latest technology whilst enjoying Bolton School best
traditions of high standards of care and achievement.
We firmly believe that every child has talents and we provide
a wide variety of activities so that every child can experience
success. Children are given the opportunity to develop in a
secure, caring environment and we aim to give all pupils a
confident, happy start to school life. We value the different
experiences and personalities of our children and enjoy
watching them grow and progress. The curriculum is carefully
planned to give your child the skills and knowledge they need
to become responsible, thoughtful young people.

For this, academic success is not enough. Our aim is to
develop your boy’s other talents as well and perhaps help
him discover new ones. The broad educational experience
which he will receive will prepare him for future success in
the world. A reference from Bolton School really means
something.

www.boltonschool.org/infants
t: 01204 434759

www.boltonschool.org/seniorboys
t: 01204 840201

New Building

History

Bolton School is one of the oldest schools in Lancashire. The origins of the
Boys' School can be traced back to at least 1516 when the Bolton
Grammar School for Boys was recorded as being "a going concern".
In 1644 it was endowed by Robert Lever and so began a long and close
relationship with the Lever name.
The Bolton Girls' Day School was established in 1877 and was one of the
earliest public day schools for girls in the country. It was quickly renamed to
Bolton High School for Girls and moved to the Park Road site (where the
current Junior Boys' School stands) in 1891, where it was opened by the
suffragist Mrs Millicent Fawcett with 67 girls.
In 1913 Sir William Hesketh Lever, the first Viscount Leverhulme, gave a
generous joint endowment to the High School for Girls and the Bolton
Grammar School for Boys on condition that the two should be equal
partners known as Bolton School (Boys' and Girls' Divisions). On 1 April
1915, the Bolton School Foundation formally came into existence.
William Lever's vision included the building of a new school, with one wing
for boys and one for girls. War delayed the construction and it did not begin
until 1924: it was only fully completed in 1965.
In recent years the School has committed to spending £18m on developing
its campus. A purpose built new Infant School opened in 2009 and work on
renovating and extending our Junior Boys' School was completed in the
same year. A brand new Junior Girls' School, Hesketh House, opened in
2010. Work is currently underway on the construction of a new Joint Sixth
Form Centre which will open in September 2013.
The School is looking forward to celebrating 500 years of history and
will begin a year of activities in 2015 (100 years after the School was
re-endowed), culminating with a 500 year party in 2016.

Bolton

Bolton is one of the largest and fastest growing towns in the UK and is
set for further development as the local council invests heavily in its
infrastructure. It offers all that you would expect from a modern town –
a diverse range of restaurants, theatres, bars and art galleries as well as
first class shopping (the Middlebrook Retail and Leisure Park is one of
the largest in the North West); all this is set against a backdrop of
beautiful grand buildings and historic houses. The town sits on the edge
of the spectacular Pennine countryside and is within easy reach of the
Lake District and Yorkshire Dales.
You will find a warm welcome in Bolton where people are friendly, open,
proud, distinctive and fun.

Travelling to
Bolton School
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The school's 32 acre campus
is situated one mile west
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We look forward to welcoming you!
www.boltonschool.org
Bolton School, Chorley New Road, Bolton BL1 4PA
t: 01204 840201 e: info@boltonschool.org
facebook.com/boltonschool.org twitter.com/boltonschool
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