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Pupils enjoy
Joint Ski Trip
to Italy

Pupils enjoy Joint Ski Trip to Italy

A

s I hadn’t been on the Ski Trip before, I was quite excited.
Getting on the coach, everyone scrambled to good seats at the
back. After everyone was settled, the Rugby 6 Nations was put on.
It was Ireland vs. Italy and apart from the constant buﬀering, all
was good. And before we knew it, we were at Dover to board the
ferry. We were soon in northern France, as we travelled closer and
closer to our destination. After a long journey, we arrived at
Claviere and began the reckless pulling and tugging of suitcases
as we flooded out of the coach. The sleepy town of Claviere in Italy
was home to an extra 100 boys and girls. We had boots and poles
fittings at specific times; it was like a flea market: poles and skis
everywhere, the little shop looked like it was about to burst with
the amount of activity. After I had got my equipment, I was excited
for my first day of skiing.
The following morning, we got salopettes on, then we began the process of putting on skis and getting out onto the main piste. We met our
group and our teacher, Alessandro, who put us through our paces. We started oﬀ gently, with him seeing what pace we skied at. He was
happy with our progress (he even said that it would usually take him a week to get us on some slopes). After lunch, we got back on the
slopes; some made us feel great, some not so much. When we got back to the hotel, we were exhausted.
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We did lots of activities in addition to the skiing. One day, we

sets. We got told to ski down and the guides would assess us. In

went to see a ski display on a Black slope where a few friends

the end, we got treated to a hot chocolate before getting our last

thought they could ski down it. The ice skating was a personal

speed records in. Then, the pack and shower would begin as we

favourite, even though I couldn’t do it that well. The quiz night

got ready to leave.

was more intense than I thought it would be, guessing where a
ball was in a picture or trying to get hold of the intensely fought
over sheet of paper with board games on it. Crepe night was
delicious! That’s all that could be said. The disco was incredible
although the students were upstaged by the staﬀ! Chuck, a
treasure of the Ski Trip, was awarded to someone who snapped
both his poles in a day! However, there was more to come on
Friday.

Once we had returned our kit, we got on the coach again for
another 24 hours. As we made our way through France, we all
tried to get as much sleep as possible. We got on the ferry and
soon arrived in Dover to quite a surprise, as we were faced with
sun as we got into Dover. As we got out of the final service
station, a reminder came up that Rochdale were supposed to
play Tottenham, so that was put on. The banging celebration as
Rochdale was one nil up, as we neared Manchester and half time,

During the whole week we skied in the resort of Claviere;

was enough to put a good smile on our faces; and with that, we

however, on Friday afternoon we went to Montgenèvre. The cable

arrived at Bolton School and disembarked the coach, ready to go

cars were the first thing to hit us (not literally!) as we sat on eight-

home. Thank you to all of the staﬀ for organising and

seated chair lifts or got into a gondola; then the views were the

accompanying the trip.

next thing we marvelled at. We went
down a couple of times, gaining serious
speed as we did so and then were told
that we had to push ourselves toward
Claviere. We all sighed and began the
push. One in the group was injured and
was sent oﬀ, and, whilst his presence
was missed, it didn’t dampen the
mood. Then, came Saturday afternoon,
where we were all tested in the lower
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The Joint
Production of ‘The
Tempest’ goes
down a storm

The Joint Production of ‘The Tempest’ goes down a storm

T

his year’s Joint Production of Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ brought “such
stuﬀ as dreams are made on” for audiences on all four nights of its run. There was
both magic and drama in the air as the cast of pupils, drawn from Years 10 to 13 in
both Divisions, played out Shakespeare’s complex tragicomedy.
The stage transformed the Arts Centre into Prospero’s magical island: a sandy
‘shore’ between the two ranks of seating was surrounded by familiar ‘flotsam and
jetsam’ piled in strange arrangements, evoking both the shipwreck Prospero
causes at the opening of ‘The Tempest’ and the strange land its survivors find
themselves in. The play’s elaborate and enchanting soundscape transported the
audience still further into another space and time.
Miss Lord, Director of ‘The Tempest’ and also Boys’ Division Director of Drama,
Creative Learning and Partnerships, said of the cast in the programme: “I am
amazed by their talent, energy and commitment. They have created something
very special … I have enjoyed working with them.”
Mohammad Master inhabited the part of Prospero: the sorcerer in charge of the
mystical island. He delivered his orders and soliloquies alike with confidence, and
was a charming and powerful conductor of the action of the play.
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is full of noises, sounds, and sweet airs, that give delight and hurt
not.”

Sammy Gatenby-Brown’s Ariel eﬀortlessly commanded the
elements and controlled diﬀerent characters on Prospero’s behalf
through measured and accomplished movements of the Ariel
Troupe (Dom Aly, Emilie Fielding, Charlie Griﬃth, Rosalyn Harper
and Aden Stephenson), which added an extra supernatural
element to the performance. Sammy brought a light touch to the
magic of ‘The Tempest’ while never letting the audience forget
that he is a reluctant slave to Prospero, longing to be free.
Meanwhile, Adam Critchlow’s sympathetic and even pathetic
portrayal of the “man-monster” Caliban made his plight seem all
the more unfair. He was particularly compelling during Caliban's
famous speech about the island’s magic: “Be not afeared; the isle

The drunken scenes Caliban shared with ‘The Tempest’s clowns,
Stephano (Milo Holmes) and Trinculo (James Stevens), were very
well executed and the three threw themselves into the revelry and
physical comedy. The play’s humorous, rebellious subplot and the
cast’s familiarity with the text allowed them to ad lib to hilarious
comedic eﬀect.
Antonio (Alex Ramwell) and Sebastian (Stewart Knights) became
a cutting double-act with their sarcastic commentary on the
mourning of King Alonso (George Morgan) and the optimism of
Gonzalo (Ali Khalid). However, the pair also brought the intensity
necessary for their attempted murder plot.
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Pupils performing in the chorus had a vital role to fulfil throughout

The background sounds of ‘The Tempest’ were created using

the play. They were particularly eﬀective in creating Prospero’s

numerous sonic elements from the natural world, interwoven with

storm through a dramatic movement piece, but also added

‘magical’ elements. The Joint Orchestra recorded a short

excitement and vitality to the marriage masque dance.

composed piece, which was then stretched and modulated into a

Lizzie Crowther and Jay Harland presented a heartfelt account of
The Tempest’s virtuous love story, but also added to the music of
the play in their roles as Miranda and Ferdinand: Lizzie sang
during the opening and Jay during the marriage masque. The
musicality of The Tempest was further enhanced by powerful live
percussion using drums crafted from huge tyres which were

feedback loop to create a sound which suggested the island’s
supernatural and beautiful qualities. Other sequences mimicked
Shinto rituals and taiko instruments from Japan and AMOS
analogue synthesis evoked the more wrathful magic of the storm,
while the marriage masque used Samba and Afro-Cuban rhythms
from South America.

incorporated into the set, performed by Jean-Paul Asumu, Adam

During the interval, the audience moved to the Leverhulme Suite

Critchlow, Owen Critchlow, Will Hardy and James Stevens.

to enjoy an Art Exhibition, featuring work by Stewart Knights
inspired by ‘The Tempest’, and a display on mages like Prospero
in modern literature. There was also a selection of home-made
cakes and drinks provided by the Parents’ Associations.
The performances of ‘The Tempest’ were spectacular occasions
for all four audiences. The cast and crew received glowing and
well-deserved congratulations from the Heads, family members,
staﬀ and fellow pupils as the Joint Production came to an end on
Saturday night.
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Year 8
Vaulting
Competition

Year 8 Vaulting Competition

T

he grace, balance and courage of the eight Year 8 finalists in this year’s
vaulting competition was, as ever, quite remarkable. Performing with nerves of
steel in front of their entire year group, their Form Teachers and the PE staﬀ, each
contestant completed a through vault, a long flight, a single box rotational and
double-box rotational, each vault further testing their dexterity.
The close competition was judged by Mr. Johnson, Head of PE, with the help of
Mr. Chilton, who said: “Once again these boys have performed outstandingly well
and the PE Department is very proud of them and of being able to oﬀer this
challenging sport, which boys at many other schools would not get the chance to
participate in. As ever, the standard has been exceptional.”
After some consideration, the Gold medal was presented by Deputy Headmaster
Mr. Wardle to William Fothergill, with Oliver Leahy taking the Silver and Jamie
Death the Bronze. The other boys, who were already winners having won through
to the final, all received certificates and were William Duﬀy, Thomas Darbyshire,
Harrison Gee, Harry Mathieson and Amin Maljee.
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Unusual options
at Specialist
Careers Day

Unusual options at Specialist Careers Day

S

tudents in Years 11 and 12 in the Boys’ and Girls’ Divisions gained an insight into a host of
specialist university courses and career options in a day arranged by the Careers Department.
The two year groups could opt in to any number of sessions, which were running throughout the
day. Visiting university lecturers and course leaders talked about the degrees on oﬀer and the
careers they might lead to.
Edge Hill University gave three talks throughout the day about Animation, Operating Department
Practice (ODP) and Child and Adolescence Mental Health and Wellbeing.
There was a presentation on Medieval and Renaissance Studies from Lancaster University, who
also gave a talk about Criminology.
The University of Essex spoke about Psychoanalytic Studies, which included a mini-lecture,
‘Psychoanalysis: Studying the Deep Unconscious’.
For those interested in Earth and Environmental Sciences there was a talk from Manchester
University.
The University of Liverpool gave a talk on Computer Science.
The day drew to a close with a talk on Aerospace Engineering from the University of Nottingham.
The sessions were well attended and gave students considering their options a better view of
some of the more unusual pathways that they might choose to take in the future.
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Chapter 5

Elite athletes
learn from Rugby
Doctor and
Paralympian

Elite athletes learn from Rugby Doctor and Paralympian

E

lite athletes from Bolton School’s Junior Boys’, Senior Boys’ and Senior Girls’ schools as well as the entirety of Year 5 girls from Hesketh
House enjoyed an informative afternoon in the company of former pupil Dr. Vasudevan Mani (1984-1998), who is Leeds Rhinos’ Team Doctor,
and Ayaz Bhuta, GB Wheelchair Rugby athlete and Rio 2016 Paralympian.
Old Boy Vas Mani recapped his career to date, recalling his studies at the University of Leeds Medical School from 1999-2005 and then as a
Junior Doctor in York and Hull before enjoying time in Australia where he learnt about emergency medicine. Returning to England, he became a
GP trainee at Northallerton from 2008-11 and then a Civilian Medical Practitioner at RAF Leeming from 2011-14. Dr Mani then became a
Salaried GP in Northallerton from 2014-16. He spoke about how he has found a happy balance between his GP work and that of being a rugby
doctor; he was with Castleford Tigers from 2011-17 where he was Head of
Medical Services for his last 2 years before joining Leeds rugby clubs (Leeds
Rhinos and Yorkshire Carnegie) in 2017.
Explaining why being a GP is such an enjoyable career he spoke of the
intellectually stimulating work, which involves you in a community, being a part
of individuals’ and families’ lives as you administer holistic care. It also allows
you to work or specialise in a range of areas including sports medicine, minor
surgery, military practice and other specialities. He also spoke about his work at
the Infantry Training Centre, Catterick Garrison in North Yorkshire, which trains
all the British Army’s infantrymen. He said his time working with the Gurkha
company is particularly enjoyable as their canteen oﬀers the best Nepalese
curries this side of Kathmandu! Dr Mani also expanded on his life as a rugby
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doctor, talking about the role that sees him oﬀer primary

is worth one point. Video excerpts demonstrated the fast-moving

healthcare and daily clinics, pitch-side emergency care (in training

nature of the game where wheelchair contact is allowed but not

and on match day), including dealing with traumatic incidents

bodily contact. Ayaz spoke of the ups and downs of being an

such as head injuries, c-spine injuries and cardiac emergencies.

athlete and how he had won Bronze in the European

He showed a number of short video clips illustrating some of the

Championships and taken part in the World Championships as

injuries that are incurred on a rugby pitch. Talking about

well as working his way into the Team GB team that competed in

concussion, he said less than 20% of these injuries involve a

the “group of death” in the Rio Olympics in 2016. However, he

person being knocked out and players can be concussed even if

also spoke of the funding being cut for wheelchair rugby after Rio

they only experience a body impact; he also talked about how it

and how it puts in jeopardy his dream of entering the 2020 Tokyo

can be diﬃcult to get some players oﬀ the pitch, who think they

games. All this he said and really he was “a football man”

can carry on even though they have been concussed!

something he had enjoyed playing at school when he could run

Bolton-born Ayaz Bhuta delivered a similarly fascinating insight

around more!

into sport at the highest level. Born with Roberts Syndrome, Ayaz
spoke about how he had overcome an unhealthy lifestyle and
depression in his late teens to drop from 55-60 kilos to 43 kilos as
he started to get fit in order to take part in sport. He initially
competed in wheelchair basketball where, despite only being 3
foot 7 inches, he was an aggressive player often crashing into
other players. In 2010 he was scouted into wheelchair rugby,
formerly called murderball, to play for Southport, where he still
plays. Whilst being smaller than many competitors Ayaz spoke of
adapting his game and becoming more agile in order to avoid
opposition players. He expanded on the rules of the game – it is
4-a-side (with 12 in the squad) and mixed gender and each match
is played over four quarters of 8 minutes each. A volleyball is
used, and a try is achieved by crossing the line with the ball and
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Chapter 6

Under 15s
win Rugby
Sevens

Under 15s win Rugby Sevens

A

n all-conquering Bolton School Under 15s Rugby Sevens team swept aside
opposition from across the North-West as they went on to pick up the silverware
on their own turf. In a tense final, Bolton defeated Hutton Grammar in a winnertakes-all final match. Earlier in the afternoon, the boys had overcome Audenshaw,
AKS Lytham, Bury Grammar School and QEGS Blackburn in an impressive ‘grand
slam’.
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Lancashire
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Lancashire Cricketers inspire the Under 15s

B

olton School’s Under 15 cricket team was given a fillip this week when
former Lancashire and England cricketer Warren Hegg dropped into their indoor
nets session to oﬀer them words of inspiration ahead of their upcoming English
Schools’ Cricket Association (ESCA) Northern Quarter Final against Sale Grammar
School. A former wicketkeeper, Warren oﬀered a masterclass in this discipline
before oﬀering practical tips and general words of cricketing wisdom to the boys
along with two other former Lancashire players John Abrahams and Sajid
Mahmood, who also helped out with the coaching session. After wishing the boys
well for the season, Warren said: "I really enjoyed that session and there was
plenty of talent on show! I shall look out for the boys' results this season with
interest."
Last season, the Bolton boys were the ESCA Under 14 Lancashire champions and
they now go on to represent the county in the Northern competition in a tie at
Brooklands Cricket Club on the weekend of 23 and 24 April. If they were to
overcome Sale Grammar, who will be representing Cheshire, then they would
progress to the Northern Semi-Final where they would meet, in an away fixture,
either Newcastle School for Boys (representing Northumberland) or Hetton School
(representing Durham).
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Incredible
National Water
polo record
continues

Incredible National Water polo record continues

B

olton School Boys’ Division has continued its dominance at water polo on
the national stage. The Under 15s’ 7-3 victory over Dulwich College in the national
English Schools’ Swimming Association (ESSA) final held in Northampton meant
the School has won the last twelve consecutive English Schools’ Water Polo titles!
Six teams from across the country competed in the rearranged final on 8 March
and despite being a player down for 4 minutes in their opening game, Bolton
School got oﬀ to a confident start with an 8-2 win over Whitgift. Victory (8-4) over
Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School saw the Bolton team win their group and
qualify for the semi-final, where they saw oﬀ Trinity by six goals to two.
Victory for the Under 15s in the final means the School maintains its “clean sweep”
of national trophies across the various age groups. Last May the School
completed the “triple triple” when for the third year in a row, the Under 18, Under
15 and Under 13 teams won all three ESSA National Championships.
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Young
Musician of
the Year

Young Musician of the Year

T

his year’s Bolton School Boys’ Division Young Musician of the Year
competition once again showcased a wealth of talent on another joyous evening of
accomplished musicianship. This year’s adjudicator was Jacqueline Tinniswood
from Westholme Junior School and she was presented with the unenviable task of
choosing a Junior and Senior winner from a collection of winners. In its fourteenth
year, the competition had actually begun in mid-January, as hundreds of boys took
part in heats in seven instrumental categories. The field was whittled down to 84
semi-finalists – twelve performers, six senior and six junior, in each of the seven
classes. Lasting the whole day, the semi-final saw fourteen pupils become winners
in their instrument class – Jamie Death and Will Hardy were junior and senior
winners in the Brass category, William Miles and Alex Gao were winners in the
Piano/Organ section, Mark Liu and Victor Chow in Strings, Anuj Mishra and Adam
Whitmore in the Vocals category, Daniel Morris and Tom Paterson in Woodwind
instruments, Jacob Hughes and James Stevens in the Guitar section and Laurence
Britton and Henry Webb in the Percussion category; each of these boys took away
a trophy on the final night.
After considerable deliberation, the Junior Winner (Years 7-9) was announced as
pianist William Miles from Year 9 and percussionist Henry Webb from Year 13 was
awarded the Senior (Years 10-13) prize. Each boy took away a cash prize of £100,
a winner’s trophy and had their name engraved on the Young Musician of the Year
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Asumu. A Most Promising Performer award went to Year 10 pupil
Thomas Yates.
Director of Music in the Boys’ Division, Mr. Bleasdale, said: “Once
again, it has been an exceptional evening of music. My sincere
thanks go to Jacqueline Tinniswood for judging and to our
accompanists, Ms. Lien, Mrs. Colgan and Mrs. Whitmore, to Mr.
Forgrieve for his help on many fronts and to Mr. Deakin for
making everything sound so great. Finally, thanks also go to the
boys – and their individual music teachers – for their hard work
and for providing us with a wealth of wonderful music over the
last two months.”

plaques which are on permanent display in school. There were
also trophies and cash prizes for the Junior Young Composer of
the Year, George Seddon and Senior Young Composer, Jean-Paul
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Year 11 budding
filmmakers for the
day

Section 1

Year 11 budding filmmakers for the day

Y

ear 11 boys enjoyed an absorbing day dedicated to film-making as Ed
Boase’s Young Film Academy returned to Bolton School. The Academy works with
over 7,500 young people each year, helping develop their creative, organisational,
leadership, communication and team-working skills. After being given a quick
overview of the history of film-making and shown some classic film excerpts, the
boys were split into groups and tasked with producing short ten-shot films. Each
production had to include three wide shots, three medium shots, three close ups
and one tracking shot and had to be based on one of the five Polti dramatic
situations discussed. Each group had to include a director, producer, camera
operator, script supervisor and actors. A range of props were provided by the
school.
The boys worked productively, screenwriting and planning their film and learning
how to use the camera. Taking final inspiration from a classic Charlie Chaplin
short, the boys then dispersed around the campus to produce their own ten-shot
films.
The day culminated with a screening of the films which carried imaginative titles
such as ‘Inkredible’, ‘Stump Takes a Jump’, ‘Who Said You Can’t Steal a Cookie’
and ‘Napped’. However, the winner of this year’s ‘Oscar’ went to ‘Imperfect
Crime’, a film produced by Owen Critchlow, Richard Birtwhistle, Krishnan Ajit,
Callan Birt, Jack Hainey, Christian Dean and Hassan Sapra.
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Lots of literary fun
on World Book
Day

Lots of literary fun on World Book Day

T

he Senior School enjoyed a host of World Book Day activities. Library staﬀ
challenged young readers to try ‘The Great Big Book Quiz’ and The Moderately
Large World Book Day Quiz’. Pupils were also invited to design their own book
covers.
Boys’ Division pupils enjoyed hunting down ‘Not Lost, Found!’ books that had
been hidden throughout the school: the lucky student who found the book could
keep it. There was even a copy of J R R Tolkien’s The Hobbit signed by Old Boy
Sir Ian McKellen up for grabs! In addition, the library hosted a ‘reading only’
lunchtime: boys were asked not to use iPads or do homework, and instead to
enjoy settling down with a book. Library staﬀ had laid out a selection of interesting
fact and fiction options and were happy to provide suggestions for those who
didn’t have something to read beforehand.
The Boys’ Division postponed some of the World Book Day activities due to the
severe weather that struck on the morning on 1 March, and so continued their
celebrations later in the term with a special assembly linked with displays in the
Library.
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Inter-Division
Archery
Competition

Inter-Division Archery Competition

T

he boys have emerged victorious in an archery competition which pitted the
Divisions against one another.
Over lunchtime, pupils competed over short and long distances to see which
Division could score the most points. While the girls came out on top at long
range, the boys won in the short distance and, when the scores were added up,
they were also the overall victors.
Pupils from both Divisions enjoyed the friendly competition and are looking
forward to a re-match next term.
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SHINE ‘Serious Fun on Saturdays’comes to a close

S

aturday night at Bolton School saw over 40 local Year 5 children collect awards and enjoy a
graduation dinner from this year’s SHINE: Serious Fun on Saturday mornings’ programme. Run by
teachers and students at Bolton School, SHINE is part of a national programme which aims to raise
the educational aspirations of young children whilst allowing them to build teamwork skills, make
new friends and have fun.
The sessions, which are free for participating children from local primary schools, run over the
course of eleven Saturdays and include a mix of traditional subjects in Science, the Arts,
Humanities and Languages and also a range of activities and lessons that they are less likely to be
familiar with including outdoor pursuits, food technology and new languages such as Russian,
Italian, Japanese, Spanish, Latin and Greek. The programme ends with a day trip to the Catalyst Science Discovery Museum.
Co-organiser Miss Wrathmell reflected: “There was a lovely atmosphere during the Celebration Evening. It is always a delight to reflect how
much the children have developed over the time they spend with us. They enjoy using
our great facilities and appreciate the expertise of our teachers and students and are
inspired to push themselves that little bit further. As ever, over the course of the
graduation dinner, the girls and boys were very excited to exhibit their work and
recount their favourite fun activities to their parents and teachers.”
The Mayor and Mayoress of Bolton attended the dinner and awarded a number of
prizes to the pupils for their commitment and progress during the programme. The
evening, attended by pupils and their parents as well as teachers and governors from
Bolton School, concluded with a video of highlights from the programme, which had
been compiled by the Lead mentors.
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Boys enjoy
success in
Classics Reading
Competition

Boys enjoy success in Classics Reading Competition

F

ourteen boys from Years 7 – 13 recently took part in the regional Classics
Reading Competition held at Cheadle Hulme School. The boys competed in a
range of categories across the age range and most were required to read original
extracts of either Latin or Ancient Greek, while others read Classical texts in
translation.
Several of the boys enjoyed
considerable success: Thomas
Britton was the winner of the
GCSE Greek category with
Thomas Higham as runner-up,
Matthew Schaﬀel was the winner
of the Latin A Level category and
Max Maloney was the winner of
the Classics in Translation
category, with Umar Ibrahim as
runner-up. Congratulations to all
of the boys who took part.
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Oxbridge Oﬀers
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Oxbridge Oﬀers for Sixth Form students

T

here have been celebrations in the Riley Centre as students in the Sixth Form received oﬀers from the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge.
The two prestigious institutions, which are ranked among the best in the world, require applicants to stand out even before the rigorous
interviews: both ask for exceptional UCAS application forms, and some subjects also require additional examinations. However, throughout this
challenging and lengthy process, the School provides additional
support to all students wishing to apply to Cambridge and Oxford.
In the Boys’ Division, five students were successful in their
applications: Luke Cavanaugh to read English at Gonville and Caius
College, Cambridge; Adam Hall to study Architecture at Jesus
College, Cambridge; Akshay Pal to study Engineering at St Hilda’s
College, Oxford; Tom Paterson to study Modern Foreign Languages
at Selwyn College, Cambridge; and Sam Warburton to read Law at
Somerville College, Oxford.
Receiving oﬀers from Oxford and Cambridge is an excellent
achievement for all five Sixth Form students. Now they must set
their sights on achieving the grades needed to accept their places:
the School wishes them the best of luck for their upcoming A Level
examinations!
35

Chapter 16

A Real Tennis
opportunity
with royalty!

A Real Tennis opportunity with royalty!

B

oys and girls from Bolton school were given the opportunity to try out Real
Tennis for the first time at Manchester Tennis & Racquet Club. This sport dates
back to the 1400s and is often referred to as ‘Royal Tennis’ and sometimes ‘The
sport of kings.’ Royal interest in the sport began with Henry V but Henry VIII made
the game popular, building courts at many of his palaces.
We were given expert coaching in our spare time, over four months, developing
new skills and game play, coached by Steve Brockenshaw and Darren Long (world
ranking 11).
This culminated in a visit to the club by HRH Prince Edward, who watched the
teams from schools across Manchester demonstrate their tennis skills. All pupils
were presented with commemorative Duke of Edinburgh medals. It was a great
experience!
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Discovering
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Work

Discovering the World of Work

B

oys’ Division students in Year 12 learned more about careers options on a
‘World of Work’ morning arranged by the Careers Department. Throughout the
event, the Sixth Form students could discover more about future employment
options that interested them via talks from professionals.
The careers represented were varied and a number of alumni returned to the
School to discuss their current working roles.
Old Girl Winni Lam (Class of 2004) talked about her career in software engineering,
which has seen her work for two companies and also twice set up a new business:
one in collaboration with others, which was eventually bought after growing to
around 200 employees, and now a second solo venture with her software
company Pan Out. Old Girl Sue Lewis (Class of 2005), who is Head of Volunteer
Operations UK for the British Red Cross and one of the youngest members of the
senior leadership team, discussed building a career in the voluntary sector. Old
Boy Stephen Lintott (1982-1989) and Clare Durkin of BLM Law talked about
working as a lawyer via Skype. Old Girl Tia Louden (Class of 2011) charted her
journey ‘from BA to working in Tech’: she read Politics and International Relations
at university, but is now a contractor with Microsoft, working as a Co-ordinator and
Communications Manager and pushing herself to become more technical with the
end goal of becoming an engineer. Old Girl Nicola Wilcock (Class of 2007) talked
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about her career in sales and marketing, which has led her to

he did not initially plan to move on to an apprenticeship after

become the UK and Ireland Sales Manager at Whittard of Chelsea

leaving Bolton School, but discovered after doing some research

and manager of her own Account Exec team following seven

that this was the best option for him. He was able to give an

years of experience, and gave an insight into the world of Fast

insight into the application process and an idea of what

Moving Consumer Goods sales.

apprenticeships are really like, which was very valuable.

There were also talks on arts marketing from representatives of

The World of Work morning gave the Year 12 students plenty to

The Lowry, getting into medicine, midwifery, nursing and

consider about their future career paths and the options available

dentistry, and on the Ambulance Paramedic Service. Engineers

to them.

from GHD discussed their discipline, and there was a session
with a self-employed travel writer. UCFB talked about the sports
and events industry, Marlborough Fund Management discussed
working in investment management, John Holt Architects talked
about architecture as a career, and Dolphin Star Ltd reviewed the
fashion and design industry.
All of the talks mentioned pathways into the profession as well as
discussing the job itself and what to expect from these careers.
The morning drew to a close with a presentation about
apprenticeships for the whole of Year 12. Sarra Smith, a Schools
Liaison Oﬃcer for QA Apprenticeships, first talked about the
realities and benefits of apprenticeships, including the fact that
they allow young people to earn while they are studying and, with
Higher and Degree Apprenticeships, receive the equivalent of
a degree at the end of their training. She then handed over to Old
Boy Nat Roohan (Class of 2017), who is now a Trainee Apprentice
with JP Morgan, working in London. He talked about the fact that
40
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