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Chapter 1

44th Marcus
Tillotson Lecture:
‘The Magna
Carta’

44th Marcus Tillotson Lecture: ‘The Magna Carta’
The 44th Marcus Tillotson Lecture was given by Immigration Judge Roy Battersby,
an Old Boy of the School, on the subject of the Magna Carta and the foundation of
Human Rights.
Mr. Britton welcomed pupils, parents, Governors and staﬀ to the Great Hall for the
occasion. He reminded everyone that, as part of the School’s 100 and 500
Anniversary celebrations in 2015 and 2016, a series of talks has been arranged to
comprise the 2016 Tillotson Lecture, which included this talk by Roy Battersby
representing pupils’ and alumni’s responsibility for society.
His Honour Judge Battersby and the subject of his address were introduced by
Vice Captain Rohit Bagewadi, who recalled not only the well-celebrated School
anniversaries, but also the recent 800th anniversary of the signing of the Magna
Carta.
This was indeed the starting point of Judge Battersby’s talk: he spoke of 2015 as a
significant date not only for the School, but also as the opportunity to mark the
earliest origins of Human Rights and the rule of law, as these concepts were
influenced by the Magna Carta. The ideas enshrined in that document are as
important today as they were in 1215. He talked about some of the specific
articles of the Magna Carta, in particular Articles 39 and 40 – that no one can be
punished in any way except by the lawful judgement of equals or by the law of the
land, and that justice cannot be sold, delayed or denied – which he said were the
precursors to the 1950 European Convention of Human Rights.
He also mentioned that 2011 was the 50th anniversary of the Convention Relating
to the Status of Refugees, which was created to ensure that the horrors of the
Second World War and the Holocaust would never happen again. He explained
that this Convention defined the term ‘refugee’ for the first time as a person forced
to leave their home with a well-founded fear of being persecuted should they
return. He further clarified the diﬀerence between a refugee and an asylum seeker.
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However, he went on to discuss the fact that although these
Conventions gave hope to those forced from their homes and countries,
they did not stop the atrocities from happening around the world and
did little to stop persecution. He then ran through a long list of countries
that refugees have fled from since 1951, and the reasons people had for
leaving, whether it be war, civil conflict, religious persecution, violence
against women or ethnic cleansing. He also talked about why refugees
come to the UK, including the strong appeal of the UK’s generous
interpretation of Human Rights laws.

Caroll’s ‘Through the Looking Glass’, and said that judges
and lawyers understand this very well: “When I use a word, it
means just what I choose it to mean – neither more nor less.”
In reference to criticisms of the Convention of Human Rights,
and particularly Article 8, he explained that the vast majority
of these are down to misunderstandings of judicial
interpretations. He further noted that the European court has
found the UK to be wrong in only 0.6% of cases brought
against the country, so much of the criticism is unfounded.

In addition to these general remarks, Judge Battersby also recalled his
work as an immigration judge and spoke of some of the specific cases
that were brought before him, describing some reasons that individuals
gave for claiming refugee status.

He mentioned briefly the temptation to fight fire with fire, and
the opinion of some that the torture of suspected terrorists
should be allowed in spite of Article 3 of the Convention of
Human Rights. However, he concluded that the state must
not “fall into the trap set by terrorism for democracy” by
doing so.

Touching briefly upon political matters, he noted that the recent Brexit
vote does not bring to an end the UK’s Human Rights commitments as
the 1950 European Convention of Human Rights is not a creation of the
European Union or Parliament. He explained that these rights belong to
all people regardless of their nationality, and briefly looked at five of the
articles in particular. He first mentioned Article 2, the right to life which is
protected by law, and Article 3, that no one is subject to torture or
degrading treatment or punishment. Of particular interest in the context
of his talk were Articles 5 and 6 – the right to liberty and security, and
the right to a fair trial – both of which are linked directly to the articles of
the Magna Carta that were mentioned earlier.

In closing his talk, Judge Battersby looked to the future and
questioned whether the UK will break from the European
Convention of Human Rights to create its own Bill of Human
Rights.

Finally, Judge Battersby spoke of Article 8: respect for private and family
live, and the fact that there are certain matters into which the state has
no right to intrude. This article has been the subject of much
controversy due to immigration and refugees, and cases being analysed
in the press.
He said that it is sometimes diﬃcult for people to accept that there is no
one right interpretation, and that the meaning of articles of the
Convention of Human Rights, and indeed laws, can change depending
on the context. He quoted a line spoken by Humpty Dumpty in Lewis
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Chapter 2

Google
Expeditions
Day

Google Expeditions Day
Boys in Years 7 to 9 had the chance to experience state-of-the-art virtual reality as
part of a Google Expeditions Day.
With the help of Google Cardboard virtual reality glasses, the Year 7 pupils
explored the Roman ruins including the Colosseum, the Pantheon and Trajan’s
Markets, Year 8 visited the Amazon rainforest and boys in Year 9 travelled through
the circulatory system. Each group was guided through the scenes by their
teachers, who called their attention to points of interest using a linked tablet. The
immersive experience allowed pupils to learn about Classics, Geography and
Biology through the 360 degree virtual environments.
Pupils were amazed at the realism as they turned in their seats to view diﬀerent
aspects of the scenes around them. The Google Expeditions were really exciting
for all of the boys as well as a great opportunity to engage with diﬀerent subjects
in a new and innovative way.
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Chapter 3

Biology Week

Biology Week
Biology Week is a national event to promote the subject and encourage people to
think beyond the school curriculum. It started with an optical illusions presentation
by Dr. Morgan, where Year 7 and 8 boys made paper dragon models with an
inverted face to give a startling 3D optical illusion. Dr. Mullins delivered a Full
Assembly on perceptions of scientists in literature and society. Mr. Teasdale made
‘Robo-roaches’ by attaching small electronic devices to control real cockroaches.
There was a challenging biological quiz, chaired by the Paxman-esque Dr. Catterall
and a dissection event involving Dr. Procter and Mr. Benbow examining some
unusual specimens, including a turtle and a dogfish. The week came to a sticky
end with the Biology Bake-oﬀ, where cakes where made with a Biological theme.
The standard was as high as it was varied, with models of DNA, membranes, cell
structures, brains and eyes; the winner was a particularly realistic looking heart,
complete with raspberry blood. The event was enjoyed by all who participated and
special thanks go to Dr. Procter for organising it.
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Chapter 4

Bursary
funds raised
at Golf Day

Bursary funds raised at Golf Day
The good weather held for the third year running at Bolton School’s
Bursary Golf Day. Sunshine welcomed the teams of Old Boys, Old Girls,
their friends and current pupils to Bolton Golf Club for this annual event,
now in its eleventh year.
Each team’s entry fee was donated to the School’s Bursary Fund, and
additional funds were raised on the day with a raﬄe. Participants enjoyed
a delicious carvery dinner in the evening.
The Golf Day was generously sponsored once again by Ravat and Ray
Dental Care. Prizes for the raﬄe were donated by Retreat, The Victoria
Inn, T Wright Wine, Forsters’ Farm Shop, Pall Mall Medical and former
professional golfer Chubby Chandler.
The 2016 Golf Day raised a grand total of £2440, which will go towards
paying the fees of the next generation of deserving pupils at Bolton
School.
The tournament was won by the Pareto team this year.
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Chapter 5

Final blow to
cricketing
campaigns

Final blow to cricketing campaigns
On 4 September, the Under 15 team set oﬀ to the National Finals at
Arundel with some trepidation; there was an air of nervous excitement
as the team arrived early to warm up, ready to face Warwick School in
the final. Little was known about the opposition and how tough they
would be. After losing the toss, Bolton were sent out to field. Warwick
began to get comfortable, posting 39-1 in the early stages of the game.
Kurtis Watson and Praharsh Parikh took a couple of solid wickets and
James Larkin took two good catches. After 20 overs, the score stood
at 131-6. Bolton then set about trying to chase this reasonable total;
they had a shaky start, with an early wicket taken, but soon settled into
their stride. After some strong totals posted by Joe Ball (25) and Kurtis
Watson (47), Bolton looked to be in a commanding position with 108-4
posted. However, Bolton were running out of overs, and required 20
from the final 4 overs. With Bolton under pressure, mistakes were made
Under 15 Team from 2015-16 season

with wickets rapidly falling. In a hugely dramatic finish, Bolton fell shy
of the required total, losing by only 8 runs. It was a bitter pill to swallow,
but the team put in a valiant eﬀort. The team captain, Kurtis Watson,
said that he was proud of his team’s performance, particularly when
they stuck together in the hard times. He wished to thank Mr. Moore
and Mr. Hughes for their coaching throughout the season and helping
the team get to the final.
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On 13 September, the Under 13 team played Lancaster Royal
Grammar School in the Lancashire Cup Final held at Leyland
Cricket Club. Bolton won the toss and decided to bat first;
they had a shaky start with a wicket falling almost
immediately. Unfortunately, this bad luck continued and the
score stood at 56-5. However, a strong partnership from Ed
Miller-Stenton and Elliot Longworth salvaged the situation
and they contributed to Bolton posting a total of 112-9 within
the 30 overs. Following lunch, Lancaster went in to bat and
were put under immediate pressure by the bowling of both
Will Jackson and Josh Blackhurst. Bolton were soon in a
dominant position - an easy catch for Cian SpencerMcDermott left Lancaster at 66-6 with 11 overs to go.
Unfortunately, the covers had to come on as a storm stopped
play and the umpire took the decision to call the game oﬀ.
Lancaster plucked victory from Bolton’s hands and won the
Under 13 Team from 2015-16 season

County Cup based on weather calculations – as Bolton had
lost more wickets in the first ten overs, the win was handed
over to the opposition. It was a disappointing conclusion to
what had been an exciting game, and Bolton had to content
themselves with just medals rather than the sought after Cup.
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Chapter 6

School Hosts
National ISFA
Soccer Sixes

School Hosts National ISFA Soccer Sixes Tournament
Bolton School hosted this year’s Independent Schools’ Football Association (ISFA)
Soccer Sixes Competition sponsored by Complete Sports Solutions. The season
opener was played on a sunny afternoon on the Levels. In a great competition,
played in the right spirit, with lots of tight games and quick, frenetic action, Royal
Russell School from London ran out the eventual winners beating Hampton School
2-0 in the final.
Twenty-four teams from across the country entered the tournament and were split
into 4 groups of 6 with the top two teams qualifying for the cup and the 3rd and 4th
place teams progressing to the Plate Tournament.
All six teams in Group A lost matches before Bradfield and City of London finally won
through. Likewise, in Group D, Shrewsbury won their first two matches but faded to
finish fourth, behind Ardingly from Sussex who managed only one point from their
first two games in a group where Charterhouse and Forest won through to the Cup.
The winners of the other two groups were more clear-cut. Repton and Bede’s clearly
ahead of the Manchester duo of Manchester Grammar School and St. Bede’s, whilst
Royal Russell looked ominous in Group C, winning all their matches, ahead of
Hampton, who were also comfortable qualifiers.
Hampton enjoyed very narrow victories over Repton (by a single goal) and Bradfield
(on penalties) to reach the Final, where they met all-conquering Royal Russell who
had eased past Bede’s and Charterhouse by two goals in each case.
Royal Russell played the possession game with skill throughout the tournament and,
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Chapter 7

Judo
success for
Jamie

Judo success for Jamie
Year 7 pupil at Bolton School Boys’ Division, Jamie Death, has become the Great
British Minors Champion at Judo. He won all six of his fights by ippon, which is a
straight knockout, at the British Minors Judo Championship held in Edinburgh. His
Gold came in the Under 46kg category, where all competitors were born in
2005/06.
Father Stewart said: “We are really proud of him as he was up against fighters from
all the top clubs in the UK. This was the biggest competition he has competed in
so far, complete with an opening ceremony and bagpipes! His next competition is
Southend International on 22 and 23 October when he is representing the NorthWest. He has also enjoyed recent successes with Golds at the Craven,
Gloucestershire and Goole competitions.”
Jamie trains three times a week at Clayton Green Judo Club and at Bredakwai
Judo Club in Accrington where his coach is John Hope. He is also a member of
the North-West Squad and its Elite Talent Development Section, which trains three
times per month in Kendal and St. Helens. He has recently participated in a
Masterclass with Judo Olympian Ashley McKenzie, who represented GB in Rio.
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Chapter 8

Matthew
competes in
Northern Road
Relay

Matthew competes in Northern Road Relay
Year 8 pupil Matthew Mair (pictured centre) competed in the Northern
Road Relay championships for his club, running against teams from
across the North of England.
As part of the Horwich team of three, he completed the final 3km leg of
the course and came in third overall, just 6 seconds behind the winners.
There was some controversy, as one of his teammates was held up for
10 seconds by an oﬃcial: had this not occurred, the team might have
come in first place. Unfortunately, although the oﬃcials admitted their
mistake, there was no change to the final results.
Nonetheless, the Horwich team including Matthew will go on to the
Nationals in a few weeks’ time.
Matthew also posted the sixth fastest time for the 3km on the day,
clocking 10.04, which was an excellent feat considering that there were
over eighty runners taking part.
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Chapter 9

Silver and
Bronze for
Arron

Silver and Bronze for Arron
Arron Davies returned to School having spent his summer productively - winning
Silver and Bronze Medals at the August Under 17 (and Under 14) European Water
Ski Championships held in Recetto, Italy. As a key member of the four-man GB
team, he won a Silver medal after each skier's score was added together to give
an overall score and placing. He also competed against his team-mates in the
Individual Slalom, just pipping them into third place for the Bronze, with two of his
team-mates taking the 4th and 5th spots. Recalling the drama, Arron said: "It was
a bit hit and miss for a moment. On re-doing his run, my team-mate went ahead
of me on the board with an improved time but I managed to pull an even better
score out of the bag and nudged him into 5th spot."
He is now in training for the Under 17 World Championships, which will take place
in Chile in January 2017. On completion of his A Levels, he is considering aiming
for a sports scholarship at an American university. If successful, he would be
following in the footsteps of a number of boys and girls from the School.
Arron does most of his training at the British Water Ski and Wakeboard
Association Centre at the Three Sisters Water Ski Club in Wigan, but does
sometimes travel to Lincolnshire. His parents are both skiers and Arron recalls first
going on the front of his dad's skis when he was just 18 months old!
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Chapter 10

Plain Sailing
for Harvey

Plain Sailing for Harvey
Year 8 pupil Harvey Leigh has enjoyed a summer of sailing which has culminated in two
impressive feats.
Harvey recently completed a 23 mile circumnavigation of Holy Island oﬀ Anglesey in Wales
alongside his fellow junior sailor, Archie Leckie, in support of the Trearddur Bay RNLI and
mental health charity Heads Together. Despite having to reschedule twice, once due to a
lack of wind and once because of an Atlantic storm, the boys set oﬀ on the morning of 23
August. Their sail included varied challenges, from the diﬃcult tidal races oﬀ the Stacks to
crossing the Holyhead shipping channel, and high-speed shoots through tidal tunnels. They
finally made it ashore 11 hours after setting sail.
The boys’ fundraising surpassed their initial target and they raised a hugely impressive
£2,662, which will be split between the two charities.
In early September, Harvey also took part in the RS Feva Volvo Grand Prix at Draycote
Water Sailing Club, where he was again alongside his sailing partner Archie. Over the course
of the two-day event, they did well, taking first, third and fourth place in Saturday’s races
and dominating on Sunday with some flawless sailing that saw them win two of the three
races. This meant that Harvey and Archie won the British sailing team qualifier.
Harvey also leads 100 of the North West’s best sailors in the Royal Yachting Association
(RYA) Junior Travellers Trophy.
Harvey has moved into the RS Feva class following his previous success sailing Optimists.
To see a video of Harvey in action, please click this link

23

Chapter 11

Sam places 7th
in Euro Sailing
Championships

Sam places 7th in Euro Sailing Championships
Year 13 student Sam Platt’s sailing career reached new heights when he
recorded a 7th place finish in the Fireball Class at this year’s European Sailing
Championships held at Lake Garda, Italy. Sailing with a new partner, Vince
Hoarey, Sam recorded his highest place finish yet in this adult competition.
Sam has been sailing for ten years, after his father encouraged him to take
up the sport and he started entering competitions when he was just 13 years
old. He and his twin, Michael, spur each other on as they train side-by-side at
Bolton Sailing Club most weekends. The next step for Samuel is the World
Championships 420 Class, which will take place next year.
Upon completion of his A Level studies, Sam hopes to study Geography at
the University of Southampton.
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Chapter 12

Old Boys prove
to be
Cricketing
Heroes

Old Boys prove to be Cricketing Heroes
The year group which started Year 7 in the Senior School in 2008 have
proved not only to be one of the more academically gifted, but also
exceptionally talented on the sports field. By 2012, that year's cricket squad
had not only been Lancashire Champions, but had won the English School's
Under 15 National Final for the first time on behalf of Bolton School. Five
players from that squad have progressed to professional sport, with Sam
Hart and Nat Phillips currently contracted to Liverpool Football Club, whilst
Callum and Matthew Parkinson made their first class county cricket debuts
for Derbyshire and Lancashire respectively. Haseeb Hameed not only played
his first full season in the Lancashire 1st XI, but he also became one of the
youngest to receive his county cap and ultimately his call up to the current
England Test Squad touring Bangladesh.
The Parkinson twins and Haseeb Hameed all progressed through to the
School 1st XI from Year 9 onwards, producing memorable performances in
the Arundel final with a superb opening partnership between Callum and
Haseeb, which saw the team win by 10 wickets. With Callum having
converted from left arm pace bowling to left arm spin meant that, in
partnership with the leg spin of his brother, Matthew, we had a much-feared
spin attack which demolished an MGS batting order in a particularly
memorable game in which the latter took three wickets in four balls.
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Callum scored his maiden century against Merchant Taylors' School,

All three young men made exceptional contributions to School

Crosby, whilst Haseeb followed up a century against Wolverhampton

Cricket and we are indebted to them for some of our recent and

Grammar School with two more in the National HMC T20 group stage

most notable achievements. It is particularly gratifying when such

on the same day!

sustained focus and dedication reaps the outstanding level of
success which these sportsmen have achieved.

All three progressed through the Lancashire schoolboy age groups,
with Matthew and Haseeb also playing for England and touring
Australia as Under 19s. All three developed with the Lancashire Cricket
Academy with Haseeb and Matthew gaining professional contracts
with the county, whilst Callum signed for Derbyshire CCC.
Both the Parkinson twins made headlines on their respective debuts.
Matthew took 6 wickets against Warwickshire, whilst Callum had a best
bowling performance of 4-90 and a top score of an unbeaten 48 in his
limited opportunities. Callum has signed for Leicestershire CCC for the
2017 season.
Haseeb enjoyed a remarkable season for Lancashire in Division 1 of the
county championship playing 20 matches and scoring 1455 runs at an
average of 48.5, including four centuries! He has looked comfortable at
every level at which he has been challenged and his remarkable
classical batting technique has catapulted him into the England team
and there is an expectation that he will be opening with Alistair Cook
against Bangladesh, having scored an impressive unbeaten half
century in the warm up game.

Chapter 13

Year 7 trip to
Patterdale

Year 7 trip to Patterdale
Over the course of the three days and two nights, the Year 7s attend Patterdale
Hall two forms at a time. The Year 7 programme has a focus on transition,
encouraging the boys to work together and get to know their classmates and form
teachers in a diﬀerent environment. For some, their familiarity with the Hall will
mean challenging themselves in diﬀerent ways, whilst the remainder find their feet
and settle in. Additional time is spent learning the correct systems and processes
for getting equipment from the stores, learning to look after themselves and
support others.
The full day is spent on a challenging hill day, with several forms climbing the more
substantial peaks in the regions like Cats-y-cam.
Bushcraft, team building, problem solving, rock climbing and an introduction to
paddle sports complete the programme.
It is a privilege to receive the boys so early in their secondary school career and
know that the structured outdoor and adventure learning curriculum over their time
at school will help them develop as fine young men, with the necessary skills,
characters and attributes to thrive within the world we live
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Chapter 14

Year 12 take the
Amatt
Challenge at
Patterdale

Year 12 take the Amatt Challenge at Patterdale
Named after old Bolton School boy John Amatt a prolific adventurer,
writer and inspirational speaker, the event is designed to test the boys
both physically and mentally as they undergo a challenging adventure
style race over the Lake District fells, local to Patterdale. The boys chose
their own route visiting checkpoints with varying scoring potential. Split
into groups of up to 8 students, teams can choose to go “all out” high
and hard, carrying their kit, wild camp, racing over peaks, or they can
take a lower, less physical challenge through the valley, camping in public
campsite. Every option and choice has a cost associated to it.
Technically either route can win, if they take on everything in their path
and score well in the mental challenges, riddles and puzzles associated,
but only highly motivated teams will take the prize, which incidentally this
year was £400 of vouchers and place in the hall of fame!
This inaugural year, 12 teams took part in the challenge scoring between
2000 and 14000 points. The clear winners deserved every bit if it, but
there were some strong runners up too
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Adam Shine’s
in New
Scientists
Journal

Adam Shine’s in New Scientists Journal
Year 13 pupil Adam Shine has had an article on climate science published in
The Young Scientists Journal. He originally wrote the essay for the School’s
essay prize, and was encouraged by the Headmaster to submit it to the
journal.
His article on ‘Rising Carbon Dioxide Levels’ looks at the complex situation
the planet is currently facing, what can and should be done to combat global
warming, and the realities of carbon-neutral energy.
Sources of clean energy are the focus of the article, and Adam’s thorough
research into wind, solar tidal, geothermal and nuclear power weighs the
pros and cons of each type of energy production. He evaluates the cost and
practicality of each carbon-neutral energy source, considering how much
power it would be able to produce in the UK, and provides an interesting
analysis of sourcing clean electricity today.
The Young Scientists Journal aims to encourage young scientists aged
twelve to twenty to share their ideas, research and opinions. It is the only
peer review journal for this age group.
To read the full article, click here.
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Macbeth
Workshop with
the Globe
Theatre

Macbeth Workshop with the Globe Theatre
Pupils in Year 9 broadened their knowledge of Shakespeare’s tragedies with the
Globe Theatre’s storytellers. The focus was on Macbeth and, as well as describing
the whole of the plot, the session allowed the boys to get to grips with key quotes,
important themes and character details that are vital for understanding this famous
play.
The workshop was interactive throughout and also encouraged pupils to get
involved as storytellers. As the one-man performance unfolded, the boys
suggested what characters’ motivations might be and what they could say in
diﬀerent situations, provided atmospheric sound eﬀects, simulated props and even
took on minor roles themselves.
The Year 9 pupils are studying Romeo and Juliet in class this year, but the
entertaining session with the Globe Theatre’s Education Practitioners has helped
them to understand more about Shakespearean tragedies, and this will inform their
work.
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Samba Band
perform at
Bolton Hospice’s
fundraiser

Samba Band perform at Bolton Hospice’s fundraiser
Bolton School’s Joint Samba Band set the pace for runners at Bolton Hospice’s
Bubble Rush fundraising event in September held at Queen’s Park.
Pupils in Years 7-10, joined by Music
teachers Mr. Forgrieve and Mr.
Bleasdale, were delighted to energise
those participating in the 5K run, and
they entertained a receptive and
appreciative audience.
Mr. Forgrieve commented: “It was
very satisfying to see so many feet
tapping, as well as hundreds of smiling
faces in the bright sunshine! The four
bubble stations, where participants
were sprayed with foam by Bubble
Commandos, were hugely popular, and
there was a lovely atmosphere in the
park throughout the event. It was
wonderful to observe the crowds
enjoying themselves while fundraising in
aid of such a worthy cause."
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Chapter 18

A Streetcar
Named Desire at
the Royal
Exchange

revealed about Blanche’s past life, a rift is created between her and
her sister, and there is a rising tension between Blanche and Stanley
as a result.
Maxine Peake takes on the role of Blanche, and is superb. She
handles the character with the grace and nuance intended by
Williams, and doesn't shy away from the darker sides to her, nor does
she hold back on the terror when Blanche finally descends into her
degraded mental state. Opposing her, is Ben Batt’s Stanley; a
fearsome, muscular performance that could arguably square up to
Brando’s original from Elia Kazan’s 1951 Oscar-winning adaptation.
He's suitably intimidating, but at some points feels like he's holding
Pupils recently enjoyed a trip to the performance of A

back the anger that he needs to take his Stanley to the next level. The

Streetcar Named Desire at the Royal Exchange Theatre in

bridge between the two is Sharon Duncan-Brewster’s Stella, who

Manchester. A Year 13 pupil’s review of the performance can

alternates between loving wife and fierce sister, constantly playing

be found below:

diplomat between the two sides, yet never committing to one, at least
not until the play’s closing scene.

Director Sarah Frankcom’s adaptation of Tennessee Williams’
legendary play, A Streetcar Named Desire is admirable, and

The staging is also well done, using the circular seating of the

certainly well-cast. The play revolves around Blanche Dubois,

Exchange to its advantage. We see a green carpet, barely furnished

a woman with a dark and uncertain past, who moves in with

by a table, two beds and a bathtub behind a transparent screen. It's

her sister, Stella, and her husband, Stanley. As more is
40

always minimal, opting to use the carpet where possible, for a poker

Without a doubt, the play’s strong point is its cast; all are

game for example, which conveys the “common” nature that is such a

excellent and on full form. It's just a shame that they are let down

source of tension between Blanche and Stanley. The bare set also

by directing that is questionable in places, and downright absurd

conveys the lack of privacy; it's hardly subtle, but works well. The

in others.

furniture is also used to good eﬀect in conveying Blanche’s
controversial demons, with actors standing under a spotlight behind
the table, or the bathroom screen in moments of psychological
uncertainty. It's also a nice touch how the actors playing the demons
take on the roles of Doctor and Matron in the final scene.
Sadly however, it's not all positives. The play’s biggest issue is its
timing – the first of two acts uses up seven of the eleven scenes and
clocks in at over an hour and a half which, while interesting and
intriguing to watch, is just too long. As a result, the second act feels
almost rushed in places, apart from a particular scene change which
feels forced and unnecessary, and one has to wonder if Frankcom
couldn't have come up with a better approach. In fairness, there is no
obvious point at which to close the first act, but having the first be the
longer of the two means the tension, a key and central point of the
entire play, feels lost in points, or is not as natural as it should be in a
given scene. The play’s most controversial scene is handled with
delicacy, yet isn't explicit, and as such may be unclear to the
uninitiated. This scene is one such example of a lack of tension,
especially when compared to the movie of 1951; the original is
terrifying, as is the play in text, yet this doesn't quite feel as it should,
because of this, there isn't as much bite as there needs to be, and
there is little shock at the event in question.

Chapter 19

Snapshots of
School Life

Snapshots of School Life
This photo gallery gives a flavour of what the boys have been involved with in School. (top left - bottom right) Student-led dance routines at
‘Wonder’ rehearsal, Year 8 SPACE trip to Bolton Steam Museum, using the new ‘green screen’ at Animation Club, discussing ‘A Clockwork
Orange at Wider Reading Group, Strictly Dance Club, shear lashing at Scouts
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