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Chapter 1

Richard Eastham
- Remembered
with fondness

Richard Eastham - Remembered with fondness
It is with great sadness that I have to report that Richard Eastham has passed
away at the age of 61.
Richard attended Bolton School as a pupil, and later became a long-serving,
highly respected and much loved member of staﬀ. He taught piano at Bolton
School for several years before becoming ‘Head of Instrumental Studies’ and, in
spite of his illness, he continued to attend concerts at school including the recent
Christmas Festival.
Many tributes to him have been recorded on Facebook which underline the
aﬀection and respect in which he is held by former pupils. His contribution and
commitment to the Boys’ Division Music Department was outstanding. He was a
great musician, academic and inspirational teacher who had endless patience with
pupils of all abilities. His tremendous knowledge of many subjects apart from
music, benefited pupils and staﬀ alike and his many anecdotes were a joy to listen
to.
Our thoughts are with his wife Helen, his son John, his daughter Kate and his
mother Florence at this sad time.
Rest in peace, Richard.
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Chapter 2

Musicians Shine
at Christmas
Festival

Musicians Shine at Christmas Festival
Headmaster Philip Britton welcomed pupils, parents, staﬀ, alumni and friends for
the annual Christmas Festival. The Great Hall was filled with over 400 guests, all
eager to enjoy the festive atmosphere that the evening promised to deliver.
Following the invitation to worship, Year 8 pupil Thomas Martin gave a fine solo to
the first verse of Once in Royal David’s City: the traditional opening piece of the
Christmas Festival. The choir and audience added their voices from the second
verse, setting the scene for a rousing evening of carolling.
Contemporary reflections and a variety of Biblical readings from the Books of
Isiah, John and Matthew made the story of Christmas central to the evening.
These were interspersed with enchanting musical performances from pupils.
The Choir sang How Far is it to Bethlehem? and A Child is Born in Bethlehem. Year
7 pupils Will Fothergill, Ellis Matthews and James Morgan oﬀered the first verse of
In the Bleak Midwinter as a lovely trio, and during Born On This Day there were
accomplished solos from Rishi Narla and Guy Seddon in Year 7 and James
Hopkinson in Year 8.
Also in fine voice on the evening was the Junior Choir, singing Cantate Domino
with enormous energy and enjoyment. The Chamber Choir delivered two beautiful
pieces, My Lord Had Come and The Shepherds’ Joy, which they performed to
perfection.
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Mary’s Boy Child was sung with

into a list of ‘top ten Christmas moments’. He gave some

confidence and style by Year 11

suggestions of his own, mentioning children opening presents,

pupil Nicholas Clark and Year 13s

the Queen’s speech, and perhaps even the moment earlier in the

James Yearn and Matthew Kay,

concert when the soloist gave voice to the opening notes of Once

each taking a verse, with the

in Royal David’s City. However, he went on to talk about some of

audience joining in with the chorus.

his more poignant Christmas memories, such as visiting a

The audience was invited to sing
along with a number of other wellknown carols throughout the
proceedings, all accompanied by
magnificent music from the
orchestra. Christmas favourites O

grieving widow, working in hospital on Christmas Day, and
spending Christmas in India while travelling thirty years ago; and
about sharing, giving, and finding the love of God in unexpected
places. Finally, he hoped that everyone present would find true
Christmas joy this year.
Mr. Britton ended the evening by thanking Mr. Bleasdale for

Little Town of Bethlehem, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!, Joy to

organising the music and Mrs. Fox for choosing the readings and

the World and Shine Jesus

arranging the readers. He invited the audience for festive

Shine rang out in the Great

refreshments in the Riley

Hall over the course of the

Centre, which was packed

evening, culminating in the

following the event.

grand finale: O Come, All ye
Faithful to close the
performance.

A retiring collection was held in
support of the Boys’ Division’s
chosen Christmas charities.

Reverend Stephen Tranter,

Click here to watch all the

Team Rector of West Bolton

performances recorded at the

Team, gave a thought-

Christmas Festival.

provoking meditation,
asking what would make it
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Bank

Blackburn House Donates to The Blackburn Food Bank
At the start of term, Blackburn House voted for The Blackburn Food Bank as their
elected House Charity. House Captain Harry Balmer in Year 13 put the cause
forward. He said, “We wanted to support a local charity in the Blackburn area. It
made sense with the increasing demand for Food Banks right across the country,
especially in the run up to Christmas.”
Katherine Toase, Oﬃce Manager at The Blackburn Food Bank, was extremely
grateful when contacted by the pupils with the idea. When the collection team
arrived, well over three hundred items had been collected by pupils in Blackburn
House and boxed up.
Mr. Chilton, Blackburn Housemaster, was also very proud of the boys’ eﬀorts and
the impact this will have on the Blackburn area. Plans to run future collections on
behalf of The Blackburn Food Bank are already in place, with the House hoping to
collect even more.
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Boys Meet
Tilly the
Guide Dog

Boys Meet Tilly the Guide Dog
Year 8 boys at Bolton School were thrilled to meet Tilly, the trainee guide dog that
they have sponsored. Sue Dearden, a Guide Dog Volunteer and puppy walker Meg
Stanton brought Tilly into school to meet the boys. Sue said: “What a lovely thing
to see happen and for the boys to know that their sponsorship is making such a
diﬀerence to people’s lives.”
The pupils raised the sponsorship money, £2,500, through a variety of fundraising
endeavours and help from family and friends and also from individual
contributions. After a vote across Form groups, the name Tilly proved most
popular. The boys learnt that their sponsored dog had a German Shepherd dog for
a mother and a Golden Retriever for a father. Tilly has been in training with her
puppy walker from 6 weeks old and will remain with Meg until she reaches 13
months when she then goes to Atherton Training Centre, otherwise known as “big
school”. She will then be trained up specifically for an individual. To some extent,
the dog’s temperament will determine with whom she is placed.
Tilly is the second guide dog sponsored by the Boys’ Division of Bolton School.
The Girls’ Division has also sponsored three trainee guide dogs.
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Sixth Formers
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19 GB Water Polo
Squad

Sixth Formers Selected for Under 19 GB Water Polo Squad
Three sixth Form pupils and one Old Boy have been selected for the Under 19
National Water Polo Squad.
Sixth Formers Harrison Barker-Smith from Year 12 and William Moores and Ben
Ray from Year 13 have been chosen to join the international squad. In addition to
playing for the Bolton School team, they also play for the City of Manchester Water
polo club.
Their City of Manchester teammate, Old Boy Ben Riding, has also been selected
for the Under 19 National Squad.
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Strong Start in
Defence of
National Water
Polo Titles

Strong Start in Defence of National Water Polo Titles
Bolton School Boys’ Division is currently national ESSA Water Polo Champion at
Under 18, Under 15 and Under 13 level, having successfully defended all age
group titles in the 2015-16 season.
Monday evening saw them set oﬀ in their own pool in an unprecedented attempt
to hold all national titles at all age groups for a third consecutive year! Their pursuit
of another year of national dominance began strongly with the Under 18 team
progressing through to the national final in Watford on 3rd March without a hiccup,
scoring 43 goals and conceding just 5. Averaging more than 10 goals per game in
what is only an 8 minute each way tie, the Under 18s beat St. Ambrose 15-1, King
Edward’s School, Birmingham 7-4, Bradford Grammar School 12-0 and
Manchester Grammar School 9-0.
The following evening, the Under 15 team also won through to the national final,
overcoming St. Bede’s and St. Joseph’s Catholic College 5-0, Ripley 8-0,
Grantham 3-0 and Manchester Grammar School 5-1. They ended the tournament,
held in Manchester, with maximum points and a goal diﬀerence of +20.
Bolton School remains the only School to have held all three national ESSA titles
simultaneously.
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Chapter 7

A
Performance
of 'Wonder'

A Performance of 'Wonder'
“Courage, kindness, friendship, character. These are the things that define us as
human beings and propel us on to greatness.”
The Lower School Production of ‘Wonder’ took place on Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd
and Saturday 4th February. This year’s production was a student-devised
adaptation of R. J. Palacio’s international bestselling novel, ‘Wonder’. In ‘Wonder’,
heartstrings are well and truly yanked and the tale of little August Pullman is one
capable of moving any audience. We follow August Pullman’s story through his
first year at secondary school and, along the way, explore the diﬃculties, joys and
complexities of school life and growing up. ‘Wonder’ emphasises how easy it is to
hurt people, oﬀers a vehicle to
explore social diversity and
demonstrates how we all have
in us the option to be
kind. Lower School pupils
developed a promenade
production, situating scenes in
the Great Hall, Dining Hall and
Studio Theatre.
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Chapter 8

World-Class
Water Skier Wins
Silver in Chile

World-Class Water Skier Wins Silver in Chile
Year 13 pupil Arron Davies has won an individual Silver medal at the World Junior
Water Skiing Championships in Chile. The British team also won the team Bronze
medal at the competition.
Arron travelled to the US for a month of training south of Orlando alongside several
members of the GB team before heading to San Bernando, Chile for the
Championships, which took place from the 5th to 8th of January. Speaking about
his experiences, he said, “I didn’t go expecting to come away with an individual
medal. I did think we had a chance of getting a team medal, but no part of me
imagined I’d get an individual medal!”
He also talked about his personal performances while at the Championships,
including achieving a pass: the term used when a skier runs the length of a slalom
course successfully.
“I’ve been trying to run a pass all year and I’ve done it once before. This was my
second time doing it, so I was really pleased with that. My score was two passes
oﬀ the world record, and those two are the hardest to get, obviously. Going around
the final buoy on that final pass was just an amazing feeling.”
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Arron narrowly lost out on the gold-medal position to his British
teammate: the pair were so closely matched that they got the
same score! They then had to do a tie-breaker run, during which
Arron went part of the way around the buoy and his teammate
went all of the way around it, meaning that Arron took second
place.
However, he commented, “It was not exactly a hard pill to
swallow because he’s my teammate, and I’m still very, very happy
– I can’t put it into words!”
Arron’s water skiing will now take a backseat as he completes his
A Levels, with the aim of studying Electronic Engineering or
Mechanical Engineering at Lafayette in Louisiana next year.
However, he is hopeful that more world championships and
medals will soon follow in the future.

Arron talked about his success and experience in Waterskiing
in a House Assembly
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Chapter 9

Bolton School
Archers Compete

Bolton School Archers Compete
Archers went head-to-head at the first ever archery competition to take place
between the Boys’ and Girls’ Divisions. It was held in the Boys’ Division gym in the
run-up to the Christmas holidays.
There was a strong sense of friendly competition as both Divisions fielded their
best archers for the tournament. Eight girls and nine boys took part in mixed age
groups
The archers were split into groups of three, with pairs of groups competing for one
or two points in each round. Pupils fired three arrows each in a round and added
up the cumulative score of everyone in their group to find out which group came
out on top.
Mr. Howard was the referee for the event and kept the scores. At the end of the
competition, he announced that the result was a close 10-8, with the girls
victorious.
There are hopes that the boys vs. girls archery competition will become a halftermly event, swapping between the Girls’ and Boys’ Divisions, which will allow the
boys to seek their revenge!
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Chapter 10

Boys Win
Intermediate
Town Swimming
Championships

Boys Win Intermediate Town Swimming Championships
Boys in Years 9 and 10 at Bolton School, having competed in a number of
individual races and relays, have won the Town Intermediate Swimming Gala
Trophy.
James Leese-Weller captained the team, which also included Gareth EdwardsWilliams, Marcus Crompton, Tobias Ramwell, Christopher Rhodes, Daniel
Bentham, Matthew Rodger and an addition was Harry Bentham from Year 8, who
swam in the freestyle relay.
The Junior team, comprising boys in Years 7 and 8, was captained by James
Blenkinship and included Finley Littlefair, Jacob Farnworth, Robert Morgan, Robert
Murray, Aran Pomian, Max Carter and Harrison Gee. The boys were just edged
into second place in the Junior Gala.

23

Chapter 11

Fingers on
Buzzers…!

Fingers on Buzzers…!
On 24th January, our Senior Quiz Team comprising Tom

The girls’ team unfortunately finished third in their group and

Underwood, Jack Virgin, Thomas Britton and Thomas Yates,

their involvement was therefore over, but the experience had

accompanied by a team from Girls’ Division, was expertly driven

been enjoyable and worthwhile.

in the minibus by Mr. Humphrey to Bury Grammar School for the
Inter-Schools Quiz Competition. They were joined by team
managers Miss Worth, Mr. Cropper and Mrs. Hone from Girls’
Division.
Sixteen teams had been divided into four groups, and each team
would play the others once with the group winners progressing
to the semi-finals and the four runners-up qualifying for the Plate

A change of venue for the semi-final saw our team in the library
facing Caldy from the Wirral. As they were also group winners,
this was clearly going to be a challenge, but one which was
successfully met.
The news from elsewhere that Manchester Grammar School
were to be our final opponents carried a certain air of inevitability.

semi-finals. Eight teams’ interest would therefore end after the

The final was described by the competition’s organiser as one of

group stage. Would we be back in Bolton early? We hoped not.

the best he had seen in 20 years of running the competition –

The matches were based on a University Challenge format with
starters and bonuses (albeit with a slightly diﬀerent scoring
system). “Fingers on buzzers…”
Out team didn’t play in the first match which gave them a chance
to watch, assess the situation and grow into the atmosphere.
When the call came, our boys were ready and confidence
steadily grew as Stockport ‘A’, Merchant Taylors’ Boys and
Merchant Taylors’ Girls were defeated. The team finished top of
the group.

high praise indeed. As befits our institutions, the standard was
very high and the competition was fierce. At the end, the margin
could scarcely have been smaller – but, unfortunately, MGS
emerged on the right side of the scoreline.
Despite the disappointment, it was a good experience. We look
forward to seeing the older boys on University Challenge ere too
long, while the younger ones will perhaps lead the charge to go
one better next year and beyond.
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Chapter 12

Sixth Formers
Improve Skills at
French
Conference

Sixth Formers Improve Skills at French Conference
Students in Years 12 and 13 improved their language skills at the Annual Joint
French Conference for Bolton School Sixth Form students, presented by Richard
Peltier of Français Facile. Each year group spent three sessions with Richard, Year
13 in the morning and Year 12 in the afternoon, and a variety of topics were
discussed.
The conference was interactive throughout, allowing the students to discuss
issues together and to answer questions with Richard as well as listening to his
presentations on the themes. The conference was tailored to the students’ A Level
learning so that they go the maximum benefit from their time.
Year 12 spent a session talking about a French charity: Les Restaurants du Coeur.
They also worked on the subject of diversity in contemporary French-speaking
music, and focused on several French-speaking music artists. The topics for Year
13 were more mature. They discussed immigration and Europe; poverty, what it is,
and who is responsible; and whether prison is a real solution. The Sixth Form
students tackled all of these challenging topics admirably and were able to talk
together and with Richard about the issues involved in some depth.
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Chapter 13

Violin Quartet
Opens Holocaust
Memorial Service

Violin Quartet Opens Holocaust Memorial Service
Bolton's annual Civic Commemoration for Holocaust Memorial Day proved a very
moving event, presided over by Reverend Canon Matt Thompson. The Mayor,
several Councillors and many of Bolton's religious leaders of all faiths were
present, alongside children and staﬀ from several local primary and secondary
schools and members of the public.
The service began with the Boys' Division Violin Quartet (consisting of Victor
Chow, Adam Whitmore, Jonny Shine and Nathan Burudi) playing the Theme from
‘Schindler's List' by John Williams and after the candle lighting ceremony, the
quartet played Andante Religioso by Josef Bloch. This was followed by a number
of poignant readings presented by pupils from other schools and the religious
leaders.
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Chapter 14

Fourteen Oﬀers
for Oxbridge
Applicants

Fourteen Oﬀers for Oxbridge Applicants
Bolton School’s Sixth Formers have been celebrating after fourteen students
received oﬀers from the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. These prestigious
institutions, both among the best universities in the world, ask applicants to stand
out even before the rigorous interviews, calling for exceptional UCAS application
forms and some subjects also requiring additional examinations. However, the
School provides additional support to all Cambridge and Oxford applicants
throughout the gruelling process, and this year fourteen have been successful.
Nine Boys’ Division students received Oxbridge oﬀers: Rohit Bagewadi to read
Economics and Management at St. Peter’s College, Oxford; Anosh Bonshahi and
John Care to study Medicine at Cambridge, at St. John’s College and Emmanuel
College respectively; Ye Ming Chen and Andrew Lee to read Classics at Oxford, at
Jesus College and Brasenose College respectively; Max Hartle to study Modern
Languages (Spanish and Russian) and Adam Shine to study Engineering, both at
Robinson College, Cambridge; Jack Virgin to read Mathematics at Lincoln College,
Oxford; and James Whalley to study Modern Languages (German) at St. Hugh’s
College, Oxford.
For all fourteen students, receiving their oﬀers is a wonderful achievement and the
School wishes them the best of luck in achieving the grades needed to accept
their places at Oxford and Cambridge.
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Impressive
Routines at Year 7
Gymnastics Final

Impressive Routines at Year 7 Gymnastics Final
Eight Year 7 pupils competed for glory in the annual Year 7 Gymnastics Floor
Exercises Final, held on the final morning term in December. This competition,
which has been held for over 100 years at Bolton School, sees the whole of Year 7
take part through their gymnastics assessments.
Callum Cavanaugh, Thomas Darbyshire, William Duﬀy, Will Fothergill, John OxleyHarrison, Oliver Leahy, Amin Maljee and Simon Whitmore were deemed the best in
the year group and went up against one another before an audience of their peers.
The finalists performed their routines, which combined a series of balances and
travelling movements to best display their abilities. The PE staﬀ judged the final,
scoring each boy out of 35, and the prizes were awarded by Dr. Mullins, Boys’
Division Deputy Head (Admissions and Achievement).
The overall winner was Will Fothergill, with Oliver Leahy taking second place, and
William Duﬀy winning the bronze medal. All of the boys received certificates for
making it to the final.
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Chapter 16

Production
Workshop with
the Octagon

Production Workshop with the Octagon
Boys in Year 7 learned more about directing a play in a special

As the director of ‘Cinderella’, Ben was able to give the boys lots

assembly with visitors from the Octagon Theatre. Resident

of little behind-the-scenes details about what went into the

Director Ben Occhipinti and Education Practitioner Imogen

Octagon’s production. His stories included setting live rats loose

Woolrich talked to pupils about the Octagon’s recent production

in his kitchen to see what they would be interested in, and

of ‘Cinderella’, which a large number of boys went to see with

running a workshop about what musical instruments rats would

the School in November and December.

play in a primary school and finally agreeing on drums. These

Using ‘Cinderella’ as the basis for their discussion, Imogen and
Ben talked to the boys about the process of directing a play and
what stages go into the design, from choosing the story to
making everything needed for the production.
They also spoke about the importance of choosing the
perspective. The Octagon’s ‘Cinderella’ was told from the point
of view of the rats, which made the story significantly diﬀerent
and original. They asked the boys to think about other points of

experiences and more informed the final production. He could
also talk about the creative and practical reasons why certain
choices were made.
As well as being fascinating to see what had gone into
‘Cinderella’, the Year 7 boys were able to pick up lots of tips
about directing and designing a production from start to finish.
This will be really valuable for them as they continue with their
work towards Explore Level Arts Awards.

view they might tell the story from, such as the prince, the Ugly
Sisters or the Stepmother, and how this might completely
change the narrative.
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Chapter 17

Upcoming
Theatre
Productions

Upcoming Theatre Productions in School

When the Eye Has Gone: TICKETS NOW ON SALE
Visiting Production: When The Eye has Gone, written
by former Kent and Derbyshire cricketer James
Graham-Brown, is a one-man show that dramatises
the all-too-short life of Colin Milburn, the former
England and Northants player. Wednesday 1st March,
7.30pm, Bolton School Arts Centre. Ticket enquires:

Miss Saigon: TICKETS NOW ON SALE
Senior Joint Production: Miss Saigon. Wednesday
22nd March - Saturday 25th March, 7pm with a 2.30pm
Saturday matinee, Bolton School Arts Centre. Ticket
enquires: CSutcliﬀe@boltonschool.org

01204 840201
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Chapter 18

SPACE Triads

SPACE Triads

Mountain biking
Fine Art

3D Printing

Yoga

Dissection

Cookery
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