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B

olton School has won the Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service (QAVS) 2017. This unique UK national honour was
created by The Queen in 2002 to mark the occasion of her
Golden Jubilee, recognising excellence in voluntary activities
carried out by groups in the community. It is the highest
accolade given to local volunteer groups and is the equivalent of
an MBE for an individual.

The award is for the whole school which has a Nursery to Sixth
Form oﬀer. Headmistress of the Girls’ Division, Sue Hincks, said:
“We are absolutely delighted to win this award, which reflects the
wide range of community activities that our pupils are involved
with – from our Infants singing for local older residents to our
Sixth Formers committing thousands of hours of their time to
voluntary service.”

Sir Martyn Lewis CBE and I am delighted to inform you that your
group has been selected as a recipient for The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service 2017. The award represents a tremendous
achievement for your organisation. We hope that everyone
involved, and particularly your volunteers, feel immensely proud
of the recognition that this Award represents.”

Boys’ Division Headmaster Philip Britton was equally pleased
with the award: “Our pupils serve local, national and international
communities and, in doing so, establish a habit of volunteering
for the benefit of themselves and others. Our thanks go out to all
who have contributed to this prestigious award. We believe we
are the first school in the country to be honoured in this way.”

School representatives attended a Royal Garden Party at
Buckingham Palace to celebrate winning the award.

A letter from the QAVS Service Team to the School said: “The
work your group does for the community was very much
admired by the independent Assessment Committee, chaired by
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C

ongratulations to Adam Hall in Year 12, who has been announced as the
Secondary School winner in The Saatchi Gallery Art Prize for Schools 2017!
His piece, which is titled ‘Bolton School: A Modern Tradition’, was one of just
twenty artworks by primary and secondary school pupils to be shortlisted from a
pool of over 24,000 international entries from 66 diﬀerent countries.
Adam travelled to London for the Awards Evening, which took place on 4 July prior
to the opening of the Saatchi Gallery Art Prize for Schools 2017 Exhibition the
following day. He was joined at the event by Boys’ Division art teachers Mrs Ryder
and Mrs Brewer, other members of staﬀ, and several Old Boys with an interest in
art, including John Craven (1975-1982) and his family, last year’s Prizegiving
speaker Robin Partington (1964-1978) and Old Boys’ Association Ambassador
Mike Shaw (1981-1988). The Primary School winner and overall winner were also
revealed during the evening.
As the Secondary School winner, Adam will receive a prize of £1,000 to be spent
on art and computer equipment. The School will also receive £5,000 from the
Saatchi Gallery to provide high-quality materials art materials and develop pupils’
creative potential.
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The competition was judged by a panel which this year included
artist Alice Anderson; writer and curator Alistair Hicks; Nigel
Hurst, CEO of the Saatchi Gallery; Megan Piper, Gallerist and
Founder of The Line; and Dea Vanagan, Director of Hauser &
Wirth Somerset.
‘Bolton School: A Modern Tradition’ represents three months of
Adam’s AS Art and Design coursework, though it took much
longer than this to create, and forms part of a larger project with
the theme of architecture. The piece is based on Adam’s
interpretation of Bolton School. In his explanation for The Saatchi
Gallery website, he wrote about the “success of blending
innovation with tradition” at the School and said: “My work
displays this juxtaposition between the old and new. Initially, you
are greeted with the grand façade: the clock tower and main
arch… Enter through the piece however and an explosion
resonates modern complexity. Old chairs and desks speak of the
thousands of past students that once worked at them. As a
whole, the work is a celebration of Bolton School, for indeed it is
timeless, but also speaks of its time and place.”
The piece will remain on display at the Saatchi Gallery as part of
the exhibition of shortlisted works between 5 and 13 July 2017.
Saatchi Gallery,
Duke of York’s HQ,
London,
SW3 4SQ
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I

t was a bright and occasionally blustery day as the Under 14s headed to Fylde
Cricket Club to complete in the county cup final against Oldham Hulme Grammar
School.
Having lost the toss and been put into bat, the opening pair of Zac Donohue and
Josh Blackhurst built a very steady partnership of 64 in 17 overs. Boundaries were
hard to come by, but the boys kept the scoreboard ticking over until Zac Donohue
tried to ‘go big’, missed and was bowled for a well-made 38. Josh Blackhurst
departed, stumped in the next over for 20 and was quickly followed back by Seb
Schofield, who was caught behind for 0. Luca Williams-Denton and Amaan
Broughton looked to steady the ship but Broughton was bowled for 3, bringing Will
Jackson to the crease. Jackson ran well and Williams-Denton looked like he was
batting on a diﬀerent wicket to everyone else, ensuring the scoreboard kept
momentum. The score was pushed up to 120 before Jackson was caught for 17
looking to accelerate the scoring even further. Luca Williams-Denton was still there
and maintained a good scoring rate with a succession of partners as the team
looked to gather more runs. Cian Spencer-McDermott was unselfishly run-out, but
had looked good for his 5, Alistair Waugh manoeuvred the ball well to finish not
out for 7. Two wickets in the last over, Williams-Denton, looking to hit a six, was
bowled for an excellent 51 and Elliot Longworth was stumped the next ball,
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leaving Jack Tyldsley to come in and make 1 not out. A final score
of 167/8 looked competitive.
After a traditional cricket lunch, Bolton took to the field and the
opening bowlers of Zac Donohue and Luca Williams-Denton were
exceptionally impressive; both showed great skill in bowling with
discipline and cleverly controlled the swinging ball. In truth, they
were both unlucky not to pick up a wicket as both of Oldham’s
openers played and missed on numerous occasions and simply
could not hit the ball oﬀ the square. After 13 overs, the score was
19/0. The run rate was climbing, but Oldham had wickets in hand.
The first change bowlers of Cian Spencer-McDermott and Josh
Blackhurst also kept things tight leading the Oldham batsmen
into rash shots. Then the breakthrough came with skipper
Blackhurst taking the first wicket LBW. Spencer-McDermott then
took 2 (LBW and bowled) in an over and Oldham were 30/3 oﬀ
18. Continued pressurised bowling, great fielding, particularly
from Ed Miller-Stenton, and catching further upped the pressure
on Oldham’s batsmen. Three more wickets fell to the accurate
bowling of Josh Blackhurst before Will Jackson came on to
replace him and took a wicket with his first ball. Luca WilliamsDenton was brought back and took a deserved wicket (caught at
slip by Zac Donohue, via keeper Jack Tyldsley’s gloves) before
the spin of Tom Hussain was introduced. He duly wrapped up the
inning with 2 wickets in 8 balls, both caught. Oldham were all out
for 50. A win by 117 runs meant that Bolton were the Lancashire
Champions.

Back row (left-right): Mr. N. Partington, Amaan Broughton, Will Jackson, Lawson Bates,
Alistair Waugh, Luca Williams-Denton, Ed Miller-Stenton, Cian Spencer-McDermott (ViceCaptain), Elliot Longworth, Mr. J. Moore.
Front row (left-right): Zac Donohue, Tom Hussain, Josh Blackhurst (Captain), Jack Tyldsley
(wicketkeeper), Seb Schofield.
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T

hree Year 12 boys at Bolton School, Stewart Knights, Nikolaii Stewart and
Adam Critchlow are planning to walk from Grenfell Tower in West London to
Manchester Victoria as they seek to raise funds for the We Love Manchester
Emergency Fund and the Grenfell Tower Emergency Fund.
The boys will set out on their 178 mile jaunt on 23 July and hope to cover the
ground in a week or just over. They will carry all their equipment, including tent and
food, on their backs and are hoping to raise several thousand pounds for these
worthwhile causes. Some of the boys hope to also make use of the trip as part of
their Gold Duke of Edinburgh expedition. Donations to their JustGiving page can
be made here.
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Double tennis success for Under 13s & Under 15s

I

n the final Tennis competition of the year the Under 13
quartet at last got the success their season deserved, playing a
year up in the Under 14 Bradford Grammar School Tournament
they reached the final where they beat Hymers College 6-3 /
4-6.

The Under 13 squad comprised of Ben Clarkson, Daniel Morris,
Sam Schofield and Ben Kyle.

At the same Bradford Grammar School competition the Under
15 squad also made the final where they beat the hosts 6-3 /
6-4. They were Andrew Hurt, Chris Rhodes, Matthew Cavaliere
and Will Morris.

Well done to all!

12

Chapter 6

National Victory
with Bolton Futsal
Team for Year 7s

National Victory with Bolton Futsal Team for Year 7s

Y

ear 7 pupils Joel Burgess, Luca Latona and Ben
McCarthy all play for the Bolton Futsal Under 12 team. The
team was recently unbeaten at the recent Regional Futsal
Finals at Tranmere. As such, they were crowned North
West Futsal Champions and went on to represent the
North West in the National Youth Futsal Finals in
Birmingham

The finals took place on 24 June, with the Bolton team
playing four rival teams to reach the semi-final. They
defeated London Elite in the semi-final and went on to face
Finta Futsal for a second time for the title.

The Bolton team were victorious 5-1. Congratulations to
Ben, Joel and Luca.
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Boys Continue Chemquiz Winning Streak

A

team of pupils from the Boys’ Division have won the Greater Manchester
Chemquiz for the second year running! James Leese-Weller in Year 10, Thomas
Yates in Year 9, and Year 8 pupils Ali Ahmed and Arsh Patankar defended the
School’s title in the competition this year.
The team excelled in all three sections of the competition. They achieved second
place in the practical activity, took third place in the multi-media activity, and in the
quiz round were second, coming in just behind the Girls’ Division team, who
placed first in that section.
The four boys’ overall performance won them first place in the competition, which
featured 42 schools. They will now go forward to represent Greater Manchester in
the Royal Society of Chemistry’s national Top of the Bench competition in the next
academic year.
Last year’s team went on to win the Top of the Bench competition for the School.
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Technology Entrepreneur Gives Prizegiving Address

T

he Great Hall was filled for the annual Prizegiving and after a warm welcome
from Mr. Britton, there was an address from Chairman of Governors, Mr. Michael
Griﬃths. He oﬀered his sincere congratulations to all of the prizewinners in the
Hall, and his thanks to the parents and staﬀ who have supported the boys. This
year saw the introduction of the Leverhulme Salver to the Prizegiving roster: a new
award for the boy who most embodies the academic success, self-reliant
independent character, connection with the community and wide ranging interests
that the school seeks to instil in its students, received by Year 13 pupil Adam
Shine.
Old Boy Rob Dobson returned to Bolton School to present the awards at this
year’s Prizegiving and to oﬀer his thoughts and advice to current pupils. Since
leaving Bolton School, Rob has had a prosperous career in technological
entrepreneurship, beginning in the fledgling mobile phone industry. Now, in
addition to being an investor, he holds a number of non-executive director and
chairman roles. Rob made reference to his day spent in the Boys’ Division, touring
the School and meeting with pupils interested in technology. He also spoke about
his career and also how he hopes that technology will help to resolve the
challenges that his generation has left behind, in particular the issue of climate
change. The particular focus of his talk was on work and its relationship with
technology, from current concerns about robotics, AI and automation and the

18

eﬀects these will have on jobs, to the thriving job market in
sectors relating to technology, not just in the fields of maths and
computing. Rob also gave his thoughts on what work will
potentially look like in the future, and ended his address saying,
“I’d like to recommend to you all, whatever your chosen field of
study, that you should set out to learn about technology and
embrace it, because if you don’t there’s a strong chance that the
future won’t be the one you want it to be.”
The Headmaster then discussed the position of independent
schools nationally: though maligned in the narrative of the public
domain as part of the problem, he argued that this could not be
further from the truth. He described how Bolton School embodies
two slogans which have been recently used by political parties,
‘strong and stable’ and ‘for the many, not the few’. He recalled
independent schools’ involvement in campaigns on fairness of
exam marking, mental health issues for teenagers, and speaking
out against absurd university initiation ceremonies: moving
forward the discussion on these issues for all pupils. In reference
to the School being ‘for the many, not the few’, he discussed the
School’s diverse social mix, which is made possible through the
bursary fund. He went on to mention the outreach and
partnership in which the School is involved, which also makes the
School ‘for the many, not the few’: not only having a local impact
but leading the way nationally with a model which is now being
followed by others.

becoming an Apple Distinguished School, one of 50 schools
globally and 5 independent schools in the UK; and colleagues
leading national INSET on e-learning. The Headmaster also
mentioned boys’ achievements in music and in ‘Wonder’, ‘Miss
Saigon’, and moving on to sport, he talked of the trophy cabinets
as a representation of the boys’ sporting achievements and
recalled some of the highlights of the year, including the Under
12s taking the Town Cup, the First XV reaching the semi-finals of
the Nat West Bowl competition, and finally the ‘triple triple’ for the
School’s Water Polo teams: winning all three ESSA titles for the
third year running. Looking back on outdoor pursuits, the Duke of
Edinburgh Award expeditions were remembered and Community
Action and charity fundraising eﬀorts were also commended, and
the importance of Old Boys oﬀering advice and mentoring to
current pupils and recent leavers was discussed with gratitude.
Finally, Mr. Britton paid special tribute to several members of staﬀ
who are leaving the School this summer: Mr. Spooner and Mr.
Pollard, who move on to other posts, and Mrs. Greenhalgh and
Mr. Pledger who are retiring after 28 and 33 years with the school,
respectively.
The evening was interspersed with music performed by pupils, all
of which were accomplished and entertaining additions to the
programme.

Moving on to his Review of the Year in School, Mr. Britton recalled
the excellent Inspection Report; the Boys’ Division this year
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Non-Tech Day Raises Funds for We Love Mcr

Y

ear 10 pupils at Bolton School Boys' Division have switched oﬀ their
technology today for a full 24 hours as they seek to raise funds for the We Love
Manchester campaign.
Jamie Gregson said: “It was our teacher, Mr Lees’ idea. We have to go for 24
hours without technology – in school and at home. The money we raise, which
could be as much as £1500, will go towards the We Love Manchester campaign. I
thought it was a good and novel way of raising funds. So far, I have found it pretty
easy.”
Yusuf Adia said: “I have seen a lot more lads reading books than normal but also
people have been more sociable and there has been much more pupils talking to
one another in the dining room. Not being able to log on has felt quite restrictive –
both socially and educationally and you certainly recognise the benefits that
technology can bring when you are not allowed to use it. It makes you aware and
grateful for the technology that we do have but, at the same time, it makes you
realise life goes on without gadgets and technology too.”
Boys will be seeking to raise as much money as possible with prizes for the pupil
who raises the most funds and for the Form that contributes most to the
collection.
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Boys Raise Funds for Disability Football Club

Y

ear 9 boys at Bolton School have raised £1,000 for local development
disability football club, AFC Masters who are based at Horwich.
The money was raised through a non-uniform day and Iain Massingham, Founder
and General Manager at the club, told the Y9 assembly that the funds will help
provide more fun, football and friendships for young people and adults with
disabilities. He also told how the FA Chartered Standard Development football club
had grown from just two players 11 years to go to its current oﬀering for girls and
boys and adults, pan-disability, aged 5 or 6 years through to over 40s. The club
plays in leagues and tournaments and trains at the Sports Dome, Horwich. You
can see a video about the club here.
A recent leaver of Bolton School, James Roberts, went on to captain England's
cerebral palsy development squad.
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Music Students Enjoy a Matthew Sharp Masterclass
On Friday evening, string players from Bolton School, Bolton Music Service and
MAPAS were treated to an inspirational workshop and masterclass led by cello
virtuoso and opera singer Matthew Sharp.
Matthew is internationally recognised as both a cellist and baritone. He studied
cello with Boris Pergamenschikow in Cologne, voice with Ulla Blom in Stockholm
and English at Trinity College, Cambridge. He was taken to Jacqueline du Pré
when he was 12, Galina Vishnewskaya when he was 18 and studied chamber
music with the Amadeus Quartet. He performs at major venues and festivals
worldwide as solo cellist, baritone, actor and director. Matthew has appeared as
solo performer with the RPO, LPO, RLPO & CBSO amongst many others, and in
opera, he has performed principal roles for Opera North, ROH, Almeida Opera and
Mahogany Opera Group, amongst many others. In theatre, he has performed
principal roles at the Young Vic and National Theatre Studio, collaborated with
Kneehigh, Complicité and, most recently, with legendary illustrator and film-maker,
Dave McKean. He has recorded for Sony, EMI, Decca, Naxos, Somm, NMC, Avie
and Whirlwind and appeared in recital as both cellist and singer at Wigmore Hall,
SBC and Salle Gaveau.
The students came together for an evening of fantastic music making, culminating
in a short concert of pieces by Michael Nyman and Vivaldi and some spectacular
solo contributions from Matthew. The evening closed with an impromptu rendition
of Coldplay's Viva La Vida, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all
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F

or the fourth time in six years a representative from Bolton School Boys’
made it through the Regional heats in Manchester to compete in the National Year
7 French Spelling Bee final in Cambridge. Ubaid Ahmed performed strongly
against the top 36 pupils in the country from an original 62000 competitors.
Pupils in year 7 have been attending the Spelling Bee club run by Miss Torun.
From the lunchtime club and class events, we selected three students to represent
us in the North West heats at Trinity High School, Manchester. As a reward for their
commitment, we invited Awal Hassan and JJ Campbell to accompany Ubaid to
the competition.
We set oﬀ the day before the competition travelling by train and staying overnight
in a hotel. The time beforehand allowed us to explore the beautiful city centre;
experience Kings’ graduation; learn how fudge is made and go punting on the
Backs. The following morning, we visited the retro Museum of Computing History
trying our luck at Space Invaders and Pac-Man before making our way to the
splendid Lady Mitchell Hall on the Sidgwick site.
In the competition itself the standard was impressively high and there was little to
choose between the top and bottom scores. All competitors managed to spell in
excess of 12 words in 60 seconds in French. Unfortunately, Ubaid didn’t make the
top 4, but did himself and the School proud by his performance.
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Water Polo Players Help Create Instructional Videos

B

olton School welcomed Swim England to the School pool to help film a new
set of instructional videos. The School’s water polo players were filmed performing
a series of moves and skills in the water which will support teachers who want to
learn to teach water polo.
Levels 8 to 10 of the Learn to Swim Pathway has modules for water polo, but
Swim England has overhauled the curriculum with assistance from Bolton School’s
water polo Coach Mr. McGinty, who also coaches for the Manchester City team
and has recently been appointed the Head Water Polo Coach for ESSA (English
Schools’ Swimming Association). It is hoped that the new curriculum, with the help
of the instructional videos, will increase interest in water polo nationally.
Boys’ Division pupils were chosen to star in the instructional videos as they were
the right age group and skill level to show the requirements.
The boys spent a whole day in the pool, working hard with Mr. McGinty to
demonstrate all the skills Swim England needed to capture on film.
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O

ver 200 pupils from 14 schools joined Year 7 from both
Divisions at Bolton School for the Bolton Children’s Fiction
Award Ceremony. Over the past six months, excitement has
steadily mounted as children have read the six books on the
shortlist, leaving their comments on the Award website and, in
May, voting for the story they think should be the winner.
The Bolton Children’s Fiction Award is decided completely by
young readers; everything is in the hands of the readers, making
this a particularly exciting award for authors!
The six shortlisted books this year were a diverse list:
•

The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

•

Beetle Boy by M G Leonard

•

The Last Immortal by Alex Marlowe

•

Jessica’s Ghost by Andrew Norris

•

My Brother is a Superhero by David Solomons

•

Time Travelling with a Hamster by Ross Welford

After Head Librarian, Mrs. Maria Howarth, had welcomed
everyone, John Kirk took to the stage as the day’s master of
ceremonies. John is a professional storyteller who works with
primary schools, libraries, museums and poets such as Michael
Morpurgo and Terry Deary to bring stories to life. He introduced
the three authors who were able to visit Bolton School for the
day: Kiran Millwood Hargrave, Maya Leonard and Ross Welford,
and talked about some of the activities that the pupils involved
with the Award had enjoyed based on the diﬀerent books, from
beetle workshops to map-making.
The audience also enjoyed a wonderful series of book trailers,
created by pupils from St James’s CE High School, to introduce
each of the shortlisted novels. There followed a question and
answer session, led by John and based around some of the
questions sent in by pupils. The visiting authors talked about
whether they had always wanted to be a writer and where they
get their ideas, and revealed a little about their other books and
current projects. There were some fascinating and even
surprising answers. Ross admitted that he tried to avoid
becoming a writer because of the diﬃculties of writing a book
and getting published, but eventually he couldn’t put it oﬀ any
longer and had to write! Related to this, Kiran discussed the
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“fear” that most writers have about their work, which was very
interesting. Maya, author of Beetle Boy, revealed a phobia of
insects and how she used the hyper-awareness that comes with
fear to add to the descriptions of her beetle-characters in a
positive way.
Throughout the day, there were opportunities for pupils to buy
books and get them signed by the visiting authors. After lunch,
the time finally arrived for the Bolton Children’s Fiction Award
Ceremony itself. There was a buzz as everyone congregated once
again to find out who the winner would be.
Each of the authors was given the opportunity to say a few
words, and they all took the time to thank all of the avid readers in
the audience for their enthusiasm and for taking part. Kiran
oﬀered her advice to the aspiring writers in the audience, saying
that the imagination can be used to ‘travel’ to faraway places with
help from Google Maps and reading lots of books about those
places. Maya gave a wonderful reading from Beetle Boy: the
dramatic moment when the main character, Darkus, meets the

pleased he was to be shortlisted, and congratulated everyone on
taking part in judging the Award.
Finally, the time came for the winner to be announced. The winner
of the Bolton Children’s Fiction Award 2017 is Andrew Norriss
with Jessica’s Ghost. In his statement, Andrew had said, “I was
so pleased to hear that my book Jessica’s Ghost had been
shortlisted for the Award. It’s an odd sort of book, and I wasn’t at
all sure while I was writing it that anyone would want to read it. It
was really a story about kindness and about friendship, and the
older I get, the more I realise that those two things matter more
than almost anything else.”
Andrew will receive a fully leather-bound copy of Jessica’s Ghost
in his favourite colour, blue. The cover reads ‘Winner – Bolton
Children’s Fiction Award 2017’ in gold lettering, while the spine
bears the title and his name. Each of the visiting authors also
received a partly leather-bound copy of their books in their
favourite colours, with gold lettering on the spines.

beetle Baxter for the first time. Finally, Ross, talked about how

Mrs Howarth closed the Award Ceremony by thanking all of the

there is no limit to storytelling, and oﬀered his tip to young

visiting authors and John for coming to Bolton School and she

writers: that they should imagine what would really happen, even

said that the day had been not only a celebration of the six

in the most fantastical situation. The Boys’ Division School

books, but also a celebration of storytelling in all its forms,

Captain, Tom Paterson, also read a statement from the author of

including video, film, drama, narration, and more.

Jessica’s Ghost, Andrew Norriss, who was unable to attend the
Ceremony, which apologised for his absence, talked of how
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School's Theatre Company in Residence
original piece of theatre based on the boys’ work in these
sessions, which will be performed by Bolton School pupils.
RoughHouse Theatre have facilitated whole afternoon sessions
on race, democracy, justice and law using verbatim theatre
techniques and have explored skills designed to create a
physical language to investigate these complex topics and to
develop pupils’ ability to establish informed, thoughtful
viewpoints. Boys have worked in various collaborative dynamics
from small group work through to stylistic experimentation and
development as a year group, appraising examples of boys’
work.
Miss Lord, the Boys' Division Director of Drama, said, “Cultural
learning of this sort provides our pupils with the opportunity to

T

hroughout this academic year, RoughHouse Theatre has
been the Boys’ Division’s theatre company in
residence. RoughHouse, comprising Moira Hunt and Shane
Morgan, have collaborated with boys in Years 7 to 9, devising
drama from topics drawn from the wider pastoral curriculum.
RoughHouse Theatre were commissioned to produce a new,

explore what it means to be a member of their immediate
community and to actively engage with important trends in social
politics. Partnerships with professionals from the creative
industries bring new and varied approaches to applied learning,
as well as a sense of contemporary arts production and career
pathways. RoughHouse have brought boundless enthusiasm to

34

this project and boys have collectively benefitted from their

This unique opportunity is open to pupils in Years 7 to 10 and

methods and their energy.”

oﬀers them the opportunity to devise, rehearse and present the

The workshops with the company have also fed into the Lower

play in partnership with professional theatre makers.

School Arts Award: Year 7 boys are retelling famous tales from

The play will be performed during the Boys’ Division Drama

alternative perspectives as part of their work towards the award,

Festival on 6 July alongside Arts Award final performances and

while Year 8 began with Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and

Lower School Drama Club sketches.

looked at empathy and exploration of character. RoughHouse
Theatre’s sessions linked well with these topics and allowed
pupils to extend what they had learned in their wider theatre
studies.

RoughHouse Co-Director Shane Morgan said, “RoughHouse
Theatre are proud to have established links with such a
progressive and dynamic school and department. Having now
taken two shows to the school and worked with a broad range of

Boys’ work in lesson time and at home has provided a wealth of

the students, we feel completely at home at Bolton and look

material which has been shared with the theatre company to

forward to the final result of this current project and to further

allow them to create an original piece of drama. Boys carried

collaborations in the future.”

out interviews with family members and peers, recording verbatim
transcripts of the conversations. Verbatim theatre retains all
features of spoken language, including fillers and false starts. Use
of this increasingly popular storytelling technique will mean that
the voices of our immediate and broader School community are
audible in the piece.

RoughHouse Theatre was established in Sydney in 2000 and has
a rich inventory of adapted non-theatrical pieces of work for the
stage, reinventing classics and building new work from scratch.
Previous collaborations have included adaptations of work by
writers Nick Hornby and Daniel Wallace. They have worked in
association with institutions like the Victoria and Albert Museum,

Auditions are now under way to produce this piece of verbatim

Theatre Royal Bath and most recently the Professional Cricketer’s

theatre, using RoughHouse Theatre’s theatrical expertise and the

Association with their critically acclaimed When The Eye Has

boys’ research material, over the course of two days in early July.

Gone, which opened its second national tour at Bolton School in
March this year.
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Chorley
victorious at
Sports Day!
Chorley

1st place

Blackburn

2nd place

Wigan

3rd place

Manchester 4th place

Credits

Credits
Editor: Miss K.S. Wrathmell
Contributors: Mr. J. Newbould, Miss A. Bradshaw, Mr. M. Power, Mr. J.C. Moore, Mr. M.G. Chilton, Dr. M. Yates, Mr. A.C.
Robson, Mrs. M. Howarth, Miss N.R. Lord

37

