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Gold Crest Award
For School Scientist
Last summer Soham Coomer
spent four weeks in the genetic
research labs at the University of
Manchester under the supervision
o f o l d b o y Pro f e s s o r C h r i s
Thompson. He took part in a
research project looking at the
potential use of simple slime
mould organisms in the fight
against malaria. In mid-November
Soham returned to the University
to present his findings to
independent judges and was
delighted to be awarded a
prestigious Gold Crest Award in
recognition for his scientific
endeavour.

Sir Philip Craven
Named OBA President
The annual Old Boys’ Association
Dinner was held on 12th December in
the Boys’ Division Dining Hall with
over a hundred alumni in attendance.
At the event, Sir Philip Craven was
named as the new President during
the School's anniversar y years
2015/16. During his acceptance
s p e e c h , h e s p o ke o f h i s f o n d
memories attending the School from
1961 to 1969. He also briefly talked
about his career, which has taken
him all over the world both as a
Paralympian and in his current role
as President of the International
Paralympic Committee. Previous
OBA President Peter Leather will act
as his Vice President, along with
Irfan Ravat.

School Anniversary Year
School is preparing for its 100 and 500 Year Celebrations, which will
run this year and next. 2015 marks the centenary of the Bolton
School Foundation. In 1915, Lord Leverhulme brought together
Bolton Grammar School for Boys and Bolton High School for Girls
under one foundation sited on Chorley New Road, split into the
Boys’ and Girls’ Divisions that we know today. In 1516, Bolton
Grammar School for Boys was recorded as “a going concern”. This is
the earliest known reference to the school which would ultimately
form Bolton School Boys’ Division and the first record of a school in
Bolton, and one of the earliest in Lancashire. Consequently 2016 is
the 500th anniversary of education in Bolton.
The school is planning a number of 100/500 Celebrations events
both for alumni and for current staﬀ and pupils. The celebrations
will begin in March with a School concert at the Bridgewater Hall in
Manchester, which will be followed by a Centenary Dinner for
former Captains and Head Girls of the School, a day of Sports
Reunion Matches with a Celebration Dinner in July and a Grand
Reunion Weekend in September. The Parents’ Associations are
jointly organising a family fun day on the 28th of June. In June 2016,
there will be an Anniversary Celebration Ball for the Friends of
Bolton School. There will be a number of celebratory events for
current pupils that run over the two year period including a
programme of lectures open to the entire School community.
Alumni of Bolton School have nominated their top ‘100 Objects’
which encapsulate their time at school, and these memories will be
compiled into a digital ‘Memory Book’. A commemorative
publication, The Best of Both Worlds, has also been commissioned
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Foundation and will be
published in November 2015.
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Rugby: Player Selected
For Ind. Schools North

Water polo: U16s Through To National Finals

1st XV captain
Matthew Boyers
was selected for
the
No r t h e r n
Independent
Schools team, the
Northern Lambs,
last term.
He impressed so much that he
was then selected for the
combined North & Midlands side
which played against the South at
Maidstone RUFC in December.
The North & Midalnds side won
the match and a number of the
team went on to be selected for
the full Independent Schools side,
b u t u n f o r t u n a te l y Ma t t h e w
missed out, despite impressing
with his performances and
attitude.

Year 7 Gymnastics Finals
Y7 Gym final took place with the
top six boys in the year group
competing for the trophy. Each
boy had to perform the individual
floor routine of moves and
balances in front of the whole
year group as part of an assembly.
In the end Luca Williams Denton
took the title with Lawson Bates
runner up and Umar Shaikh in
third. Well done to all, next up is
the Y8 Vaulting final!

The U16 Water Polo team dominated the regional
Championships with three strong wins, catapulting them
forward into the national finals. Eleven Boys’ Division pupils
took part in the competition: Harrison Barker-Smith, Tom
Daly, George Lilleywhite, Andy Mattison, Bill Moores, Jack
Phillips, Will Plant, David Price, Alex Ramwell, Ben Ray and
Kurtis Watson, playing three games and winning 8-1 in their
match facing Manchester Grammar School, 13-0 versus St
Ambrose, and 10-3 against Warwick. The team’s coach was
particularly impressed
with the captain
David Price, George
Lilleywhite, Ben Ray,
and top scorer Will
Plant who he also
named Most Valuable
Player. Goalkeeper
B i l l Mo o r e s a l s o
p e r f o r m e d w e l l to
ke e p o p p o n e n t s ’
scores to a minimum.

Basketball: Success In Local Fixtures
Boys from Y9-Y11 have
been entered into the local
Basketball leagues again
this year with Mr Hughes
coaching an U14s side and
Mr Chilton taking the
U16s. Despite not being
one of the traditional
school sports the Monday
lunchtime practices have
seen a wide mix of boys attend. With only a couple of losses
between both teams wins have come against the likes of
Rivington, St Joseph's, St James's, Sharples and Thornleigh.

Hockey: Debut At Indoor Tournament
In November, the u16 hockey team set out to Bradford to
represent the School for the first time in an indoor
tournament. The team faced strong opposition, including
QEGS Wakefield, Yarm, Egglescliﬀe and Wirral GS. After
three defeats and a draw in the pool matches, there was no
chance of progression to the knockout stages. Nevertheless,
there were positives to be taken, not least of all the
experience of having played indoors for the first time, with its
diﬀerent rules, tempo and strategy.
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NCS Inspiration For Year 11
Year 11 boys recently visited Bolton Lads
and Girls Club for an introduction to
National Citizen Service. This scheme was
set up to help young people aged sixteen
and up to develop themselves and their skills during school holidays.
Those who take part try a range of adventure activities as well as
getting a taste of university life with a week living in halls at the
University of Bolton, attending lectures and activities to help build life
skills, make connections, and learn more about the issues facing the
local community. During the last two weeks of the programme, boys
plan and deliver community projects, including helping out in care
homes, reading with school children, clearing green spaces and
facilitating disability snow sport sessions.

Friends of Patterdale Hall Group Launches
A new Friends of Patterdale Hall group has
been established to support the next stage of
development at the School's adventure
learning and residential centre near
Glenridding in the Lake District. The
president of the group is eminent
international adventurer and mountaineer
John Amatt, a former student of the School. Tim Taylor, Manager at
Patterdale Hall and Chair of the new group, says, “Some objectives have
already been established and they include raising funds for the renovation of
the student accommodation, improving facilities for changing and showering
after some of the many activities that we oﬀer, and establishing ourselves as a
centre of excellence for the future.” If you would like to become a Friend of
Patterdale Hall or support the group in any way, please do email the
Secretary, Debra Hardman (dhardman@boltonschool.org) or call 01204
434751.

Parallel Oreos Interviewed By Radio Lancashire
Adam Critchlow and George Morgan were
interviewed by Sean McGinty on his Saturday
evening show ‘Introducing in Lancashire’, which
brings listeners the best new music from the
region. They fielded questions about their musical
inspirations, the band’s unusual name, and the
formation of the band, which also includes Jay
Harland and Hassaan Hussain who watched their bandmates record the
interview. The boys talked about how the Bolton School Music Department
has been particularly good at allowing them opportunities to perform in
School. The band’s next gig is on Friday the 6th of February at Factory 251 in
Manchester, where they will be performing alongside fellow Bolton School
pupils Fight the Silence. This has come about after the enormous success of
winning last year’s Battle of the Bands.
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Boys Spark Cross-Party
Political Debate
School was delighted to welcome
four local politicians for an
afternoon of discussion and
debate, prompted by questions
f rom boys in Years 7 to 13.
Labour Councillor and old boy
Chris Peacock was joined by
prospective parliamentar y
candidates Chris Green
(Conservative), Bob Horsefield
(UKIP) and Andrew Martin
(Liberal Democrats). The boys
really enjoyed hearing the various
answers and weighing up in their
minds whose opinions and
policies they agreed with the
most.

Samba Lessons For
Primary Dancers
Pupils from Gilnow Primar y
School
have
enjoyed
par ticipating in sessions at
School learning about samba
music. They attended the Arts
Centre sessions as part of a
Community Action project and
their music-making culminated
in a performance of a completely
memorised samba to the whole
of Gilnow Primary School during
assembly. The performance was
very well received and further
pupils immediately ‘signed up’ to
participate in future classes. The
sessions were enthusiastically led
by Boys' Division music teacher
M r Fo r g r i e v e , w h o w a s
supported by Mrs Gaskell from
Gilnow Primary School.
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