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Water Polo Teams
National Champs
The School once again imposed
its dominance in water polo at the
national level this month with the
U18s retaining their national title
and the U16s winning their age
group’s competition.
This year’s U18 team is of a
particularly high calibre: four of
the boys have joined national
sporting programmes for their
performance in water polo, and six
are members of GB Water Polo
squads. They defended their title
after scoring 10 or more goals in
every one of their matches and
conceding less than 10
throughout the whole day.

For the second time in the
competition, the U16 team faced
Trinity School in the final. Once
again it was a difficult match, but
the Bolton School boys eventually
emerged victorious with a score of
5 goals to 4 and were crowned
champions.

Bridgewater Concert
Bolton School started its 100th and 500th birthday celebrations
with a spectacular whole school Gala Concert at Manchester’s
Bridgewater Hall, which showcased the widespread participation
and individual musical excellence that is to be found within the
School. A capacity audience of parents, staﬀ, former pupils,
governors and friends of the School enjoyed an evening of
wonderful performances in the spectacular venue.
The evening opened with the choirs of the Infant, Junior Schools
and Senior Schools as well as the Joint Chamber Choir and the
newly formed Friends of Bolton School Community Choir. The
evening continued apace with contributions from the Concert
Band, the Joint Tuned Percussion Ensemble, the Senior Guitar
Group, the Jazz Band, and the Senior Orchestra who were joined by
the voices of the two Senior School Choirs, the Joint Chamber
Choir and the Friends of the School Choir in singing a Hymn to the
Fallen, a precursor to the Grand Finale World War I Medley. The
final piece was introduced by the Shree Swaminarayan Gadi Pipe
Band, featuring several Boys’ Division pupils, ending with a tribute
commemorating the role which the School played and to the 81 Old
Boys who had lost their lives in the Great War. A spectacular
evening and one that is likely to live long in the memories of
participants and audience alike.
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Rugby: Lancashire Plate
Success for Under 16s

Bolton U16s produced one of the
best defensive displays ever seen by
a School side. After conceding a try
early in the game against the run of
play, a penalty and two tries then
gave us a 13-5 lead. Playing with the
wind behind, the large and physical
Morecambe side came right at the
Bolton defence, but time after time
the Bolton team tackled the hard
runners and the line held firm until
with ten minutes to go, Bolton were
awarded a penalty try following a
Morecambe high tackle prevented a
certain break away try. With the game
coming to an end, Morecambe
camped on the Bolton line, but the
team held firm and captain Patrick
Hargreaves led his teammates to lift
the Lancashire U16s plate.
Earlier, the U15s could not make it a
plate double for the school, as they
lost narrowly 15-10 to AKS Lytham
who completed a very good season,
adding the county plate to their three
sevens competition victories.

Stoneyhurst 7s Triumph
Last week the
U13 rugby side
took played in
the
7s
at
Stoneyhurst
College and
won the Plate
competition at the prestigious
tournament. Facing some of the top
rugby schools in the country, the
team finished third in their group.
After a long, arduous day, the side
ran out convincing winners in the
final against Rossall to lift the Plate
and cap an encouraging season.
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Football: 1st Team Runners-up at ISFA 8s
The First Xl travelled down
to Kings Chester hoping to
go one better than the
runner up spot they finished
in last years ISFA Eights. The
mor ning could not ha ve
started better; in a group of
six containing QEGS
Blackburn, Hulme Oldham,
Stockport GS, Birkdale and The Grange, the team won all
five games scoring 9 goals without conceding once.
In the semi final the team found themselves 2-1 down to
MGS, with less than a minute left, Bolton levelled the game
and took it into a penalty shoot out. All five Bolton penalties
were converted before Alex O'Donoughue saved the tenth
and last MGS spot kick sending the black and whites
through. Hot favourites Repton were the opponents and after
conceding early, Bolton were undone again in the dying
minutes to take the game away. Added to the plate success at
Chigwell back in September it has been a good year for the
team at the ISFA small sided competitions.

Under 12s' Double Glory
The U12 football team have achieved double success, becoming both
the 2015 Bolton Town Cup Champions and the 2015 MGS 9s Plate
Champions. The U12 MGS 9s was held at Manchester Grammar
School on Wednesday the 18th of March. After a difficult group stage,
they went on to the final against
a very strong Kings’ School
Chester side. 1-0 ahead with
seconds to go, a penalty went
the way of the opposition, who
converted the rebound after a
save to finish the game at 1-1
and send it to a penalty
shootout. Jenson Myerscough
was unstoppable during the
shootout, saving four out of
four penalties!
After a long season, the Town Cup final arrived. After going 1-0 down
within ten minutes of the kick off, nobody allowed their heads to go
down and Bolton proudly pushed on and played some excellent
football in the process. 2-1 at the half time break, there was no
slowing down for the Bolton boys, who pressed high in the second
half to create numerous goal scoring opportunities and the team
ended 3-1 ahead to become the 2015 Town Cup winners.
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School Remembers the Fallen
Bolton School Senior Boys ended House Day with a Memorial Assembly,
which marked the 100th Anniversary since the first Old Boy fell in World
War One. The Headmaster read passages from Dr Eric McPherson’s
Remembered With Honour book which commemorates the Old Boys and
staﬀ of Bolton School who lost their lives in two World Wars. The School
has procured 81 poppies, one for each of those Old Boys who made the
ultimate sacrifice. Earlier in the day these had been planted by students in
the Headmaster’s Lawn, whilst Mr Britton read out the names of the dead.
During the course of the day a group of pupils created special artwork
replicating the School’s memorial staircase and marking the lives lost; in the
assembly they exhibited their work through words and art. There were
several moving readings of poetry from pupils and hymns sung. The moving
assembly, attended by the Mayor and Mayoresses of Bolton, the Vicar of
Bolton, local councillors and the Chairman of Governors, ended with a
poignant rendering of the Last Post.

Wigan Assert House Cup Dominance
Friday the thirteenth proved unlucky for those who had chosen Football or
Rugby on Spring House Day as the torrential rains of the morning made the
levels unplayable. Nonetheless over seventy events were still played out
before the whole school assembled for the Great War commemorative
service. Drama, History, Art & the I-Pad events incorporated The War as a
theme in their events. The more customary events of course now include the
more cerebral action in the likes of maths and science challenges, where
Manchester proved strongest, as well as the physical in, for instance, the
racquet sports of badminton, tennis and table tennis where Wigan showed
their prowess. As ever, we like to include new events whenever possible so
this time we took to the water intentionally in the first ever kayaking event won
in the deluge by Blackburn. Wigan had come out top in none of the three age
bands in October but redressed that balance with a vengeance, clean
sweeping juniors, intermediates and seniors on the day. This means they are in
the pole position in their bid to hold on to the Lyde Cup.

Young Musician of the Year
Fourteen musicians took to the stage for the final of the Boys' Division's Young
Musician of the Year Award. This marks the eleventh year of the event, and
competition was as fierce as ever with hundreds of entries and a very high standard
of performance throughout. In the Junior category, Year 8 boys Alex Gao, William
Hardy, Jonathan Shine and Adam Whitmore competed, as did Year 9 pupils Victor
Chow, Dominic Hardy and Shivam Patel. The Senior Category comprised of Year 11
boys Adam Shine and James Yearn, Year 12 students Nicholas Thompson and
Thomas Noneley, and Year 13 students Andrew
Clelland, Thomas Fine and William Holt. Victor
Chow was awarded the Junior Young Musician
of the Year trophy, and Thomas Fines won the
title of Senior Young Musician of the Year.
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Spelling Bee Success
Out of over
12,000 pupils
from
95
schools who
took part in
the NorthWest heats of
t h e Fr e n c h
Spelling Bee, Amir Chauhan
from Year 7 made it to the final
four contestants and has gained
a place in the National Final at
Cambridge University in July.
Nationally over 75,000 pupils
took part in the annual
competition. Amir, along with
fellow Year 7 pupils, Charlie
Griffiths, Jamal Hameed and
Jack Danson, had beaten off
stiff competition to make it to
the Regional Finals held at
Manchester Metropolitan
University (MMU). It is the third
year in a row that a Boys'
Division pupil has made it to the
national finals.

Boys Take Part in
Linguistics Olympiad
Four Year 12 pupils have met
with success in the UK
Linguistics Olympiad. Jordan
Reed, Peter Roberts, Nick
Thompson and Dom Walker
were rewarded with bronze
certificates for their efforts in
t ra n s l a t i n g t h e J a p a n e s e ,
Finnish and Georgian language
systems. The national
competition asks students to
analyse the patterns in a given
language, and work out how
the system works, aiming to
engage them in a wide variety
of languages and open their
eyes to the fascination of
language structure.
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