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Earl of Wessex Visit
The School was delighted to
welcome Prince Edward in our
Centenary Year to learn more
about the School’s Duke of
Edinburgh and volunteering work.
Despite the drizzle, His Royal
Highness made time to speak to
pupils on his arrival, before
m e e t i n g t h e H e a d m a s t e r,
Headmistress and other
distinguished guests.

Festival of Christmas Music and Joy

He was guided around a Duke of
Edinburgh display in the Sports
Hall, where he spoke with pupils
about their adventures and took
an interest in their plans for
gaining their Bronze, Silver or
Gold level awards. After meeting
with DofE participants, he was
introduced to School Captain
Chris Pantelides, Head Girl Sarah
Ibberson, and eight other students
from the Senior Schools. He was
able to speak to each pupil about
their voluntary work before
settling down to listen to
p re s e n t a t i o n s a b o u t e ff o rt s
helping out in the local
community. Each year, students at
Bolton School offer over 10,000
hours of voluntary work, and this
gave him an idea of the wide
range of activities and areas in
which pupils make a difference.

Festive fervour was well and truly delivered to the Great Hall
at Bolton School Boys’ Division as hundreds of boys, across all
age groups, sang joyously at the Christmas Festival of song
and words. The evening opened with the traditional singing of
Once in Royal David’s City, the first verse being oﬀered up by
the beautiful, clear voices of Year 7 boys, accompanied for the
remaining verses by the Choir and the congregation. It was a
rousing start to the evening, which set the tone for the
rendering of Christmas favourites by a thousand voices made
up of the Choir and large audience comprising parents,
teachers, alumni and friends of the School. The glorious
singing was counter-balanced by thoughtful words, prayers
and reflections, chosen by Head of RS Mrs Fox and read with
feeling by boys of all ages. Reverend Vincent Whitworth of St
Peter’s, Halliwell gave a thoughtful address to the gathering,
reflecting on the themes of love and peace and Christmas
being a time for remembering those less fortunate than
ourselves. He commended the great charity work going on in
the town, including Urban Outreach’s campaign to assemble
1200 hampers for those in need across the borough.
School has this term awarded Organ Scholarships to four boys
who have demonstrated significant talent; William Miles
(Junior Organ Scholar), Nick Thompson (Senior Organ
Scholar), Ben Chowdury (Half scholarship) and Oliver Shaw
(Half scholarship).
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Sir Ian McKellen Visit
Old Boy Sir Ian McKellen returned to
School to spread the message of
equal rights. Sir Ian spoke about the
Stonewall campaign in schools, then
went on to talk about his own
experience of being gay at school,
and the difficulty of discussing his
sexuality when it was considered
illegal. He
s p o k e
a b o u t
bullying
and how
hard it can
be to be
considered
different,
but also
that every
p e r s o n
sitting in
the Great Hall could be singled out
for something, whether it be
sexuality, race, religion, or even the
fact that they wear glasses or were
born at home. He celebrated these
many differences and talked about
how equality is not about being the
same, but rather about being treated
the same regardless of the
differences between people.

Chinese Visitors Attend
Stamp Awards
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Under 13s Retain President's Trophy
T h e Ye a r 8
water polo team
e m e r g e d
victorious in the
a n n u a l
President’s
Tr o p h y a f t e r
playing matches
against rival teams from schools around the north-west. Seven of
the players were also selected to join the North-West team for the
upcoming ASA U13 Inter-Regional Championships, where they will
face teams from the Midlands, East, North East, London, South
West and Scotland. The North West Tigers A Team will be
captained by Chris Rhodes in Year 9. He is joined by fellow Year 9
pupil Ben Turner and Thomas Yates from Year 8. Year 8 pupil Jensen
Myerscough will captain the North West Ravens B Team, joined by
his Year 8 teammates Pierce Barker-Smith, Daniel Bentham, Ben
Jayasekera and Tom Simpson. Eleven-year-old Harry Bentham in
Year 7 will play up by two age categories to join his brother Daniel
on the North West Ravens Team, and Year 9 pupil Guy Storey has
also been selected.

Paul Foster Selected for U16 ISFA National Side
Year 11 pupil Paul Foster has been selected for the
Independent Schools’ Football Association (ISFA)
U16 National Team. He was one of six Bolton
School pupils to be sent to the North trials, and
was eventually chosen to captain the team. Paul
was one of four Northern players selected for the
National team and will join up with the rest of the
ISFA U16s at St George’s Park, the England team’s
training ground, for two days of intensive training and matches
against Ipswich and Leicester.

Arron Davies European Waterskiing Championships

School was delighted to welcome
some very important Chinese visitors
to the Boys’ Division last week,
where they attended a ceremony
celebrating four boys from Bolton
School and four pupils from Kearsley
Academy winning a UK-China stamp
design competition. Three of the
boys are in Year 7 - Rafael Goloba,
Zen Jepson and Joel Male - and one
is in Year 6 - Laurence Britton.

Year 12 student Arron Davies has
competed in the European U17s
Water Skiing Championships in
Italy as a member of the British
team, which won a Bronze medal
overall. He took part in three days
of training with the British team
before the four-day tournament itself. He now has the exciting
opportunity to go to the U17 World Championships, which will be
held in Chile in January 2017.
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Modern Languages Day & Debating Competition
On Saturday, 7th November, School hosted
its annual Modern Foreign Languages' Day,
a special event designed to inspire budding
linguists. Over one hundred Year 11 pupils
from the Girls’ Division, Boys’ Division and
local secondary schools attended the day,
beginning with a French breakfast in the
convivial atmosphere of the Riley Sixth
Form Centre Café. This was followed by the Keynote Speech, given by Sonja
Bernhard from Manchester University and an overview of the nature of MFL
courses at university and highlighted the many exciting job opportunities
available to those who have completed such degrees. This was followed by a
number of workshops in a plethora of diﬀerent languages, including French,
German, Russian, Spanish, Italian, Mandarin and Arabic.
The Modern Languages Debate Competition was the largest ever this year.
Cheadle Hulme School once again hosted the event, and we were represented
by pairs in each language oﬀered. Alastair Ahamed and Ben Lawton impressed
in French, winning both of their fixtures, but denied a semi-final berth.
Bolton's two-pronged Russian attack of Thom Noneley/Oliver Bond, and Alex
Hall/Adam Flynn took home Bronze and Silver respectively, pipped to Gold by
a solitary point. Max Hartle and Cameron Utley's showing in the Spanish semifinal served to illustrate their linguistic talents and thorough preparation, a
controversial split decision allowing Withington Girls' to progress at their
expense. It was the German duo of Jordan Reid and Elliot Turnbull who went
to the final debate of the evening, set the task of convincing the judges that
'Red is better than green', taking Silver in the most keenly-contested final of
the evening.
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Year 8 Trip to Rheinland

During the Autumn Half
Term a party of eager Year
8 boys, accompanied by a
group of Year 13 Senior
Boys and staff, travelled to
the Rheinland. The trip's
main highlights are breathtaking vistas along the river
valley, and with a swanky
coach and a riverside hotel
at our disposal, the
pleasure of one another's
company, endless
shopping opportunities
and the chance to eat as
many Haribo as possible,
the boys were almost
guaranteed a great time.
There was also time in the
programme of activities to
learn about the geography,
history and culture of the
region, culminating in a
diary competition, this year
won by Joshua Kay 8f.

RSC Christmas Lectures 'Flash Bang' Show
Over 900 pupils from eighteen different schools from across the North-West,
including schools from Bradford, Lancaster, Stockport, Burnley and Clitheroe,
attended the Royal Society of Chemistry’s Flash Bang Show with Dr Jonathan Agger
at Bolton School. The spectacular show wowed the audience with a series of short
flash and bang experiments that enlightened students on the world of atoms,
molecules, solids, liquids and gases and featured sudden colour change, chemical,
fizzes, fireworks, flashes, welding, crashes and bangs!

KPMG Enterprise Award Won By Team PinPoint
In a competition which saw more than 230 Year 12 girls and boys, six very
entrepreneurial teams made it through to the final of the KPMG Enterprise Trophy.
The judging panel of Financial Services’ Audit Assistants from KPMG, Tom Brennan
and Alesha Meredith, along with Phil Warriner of BT and Stephanie Foster, Director
and career coach at Rivington Associates and a former Bolton School parent, were very impressed with the original
business propositions of each team as well as their professional presentations. The small teams performed in front
of peers, teachers, parents and, of course, the Dragons’ Den style judging panel.
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