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A Day In The Life

Editor’s Note

Welcome to the first edition of 'The Bolt' for this academic year.

In this edition, our Current Affairs Correspondent Aashir Khan reports on the
effects of Hurricane Irma.

Arts Correspondent Muhammed Choudhary offers his take on National
Poetry Day and discusses the origins of Halloween.

Environment Correspondent Cameron Weatherley writes about how
animal charities prepare for natural disasters.

Owais Khalid explores the morality of famous Greek heroes.

And the new Head of English Ms Thomson is in the hot seat for this
edition’s ‘A Day In The Life’ interview.

On behalf of the 'The Bolt' team I hope you enjoy this edition.

Sam Warburton, Editor

A Day In The Life Of:
Ms Thomson
What is your role within school?
I am the Head of English
Facebook or Twitter?
Facebook as nuanced thoughts are often too difficult to express through
Twitter because of the character limit.
Tea or Coffee?
Tea, lots of it!
White, milk or dark chocolate?
Dark along with some Shiraz.
English Language or Literature?
English Literature, but I would like to see Film Studies included in the
syllabus.
What is your favourite book and why?
I have two:
Firstly Arcadia because it is incredibly funny and deals with such a
diverse range of themes.
Secondly Pride and Prejudice, as the issues raised are still very relevant
today.
What is your favourite film and why?
Once again, I have two:
Cry Freedom and It’s a Wonderful Life.
They are very different, one gritty and one sentimental but both are very
moving and deal with ideas of the individual effectively.
What is your favourite food?
Lemon tart.

Where is your favourite place in school and why?
Does Patterdale count?
If not then I would say Dr Holland’s office or the Boys’ Quad as I love to
watch the chaos unfold every lunchtime.
If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why?
I would like to be able to sleep at will to avoid insomnia and I would
really love to have Elasti-Girl’s powers so I could reach the top of the
whiteboard.
If you could go back in time and meet anyone, who would you meet and
why?
My Grandfather, from what I hear he was a lovely man. He was also a
pioneering Consultant Psychiatrist at a time when Psychology had not
long been studied properly.
If you could be any animal, what would you be?
An Echidna
If you could visit any place in the world, where would you go?
Machu Picchu in Peru.
Describe yourself in five words.
Yorkshire, Scottish, Adelaidean, very confused.
What are your interests?
Reading, cinema, piano, bassoon, singing, camping and balloon
volleyball with my godson.
What is your favourite funny moment from your teaching career?
Watching four enormous eighteen year old football players trying to sing
a Nineteen Eighty Four adaptation of Don’t Blame it on the Boogey.
Awful singing but extremely entertaining.

Who would you describe as a role model and why?
When I was growing up I was inspired by William Wilberforce and
Emmeline Pankhurst. Nowadays I see my parents as role models because
of their kindness, work ethic and general decency.
Which aspect of your role are you most nervous about?
Letting people down, not just students but also parents and my team.
Which aspects of your role do you enjoy most?
Seeing students truly connect with literature and being able to relate it to
their personal lives.
What do you aim to accomplish in your time here?
I hope to see more students taking English at A-Level and I would like to
see English become more central to the school’s academic environment.

Many thanks to Ms Thomson for taking the time to sit down and answer
these questions.

Hurricane Irma
Hurricane Irma, category 5, formed near the Cape Verde Islands on August 30th. Hurricane
Irma was said to be the strongest storm in the Atlantic since Wilma in 2005. The storm
reached winds of 185mph (295kmh) with rain inside the hurricane falling at more than
247mm per hour. There were also powerful storms rotating around the eye reaching altitudes
greater than 12.5km (7.75 miles).However, the tallest thunderstorms were found south west
of Irma's eye, reaching heights of more than 16.2km (10 miles), according to NASA.
Hurricane Irma was at peak intensity near the U.S Virgin Islands. The hurricane caused
132 total fatalities. The damage that the hurricane caused over $62.87 billion of damage
and this makes it, unofficially, the fifth costliest hurricane on record. Irma went on and hit
Saint Martin, damaging Princess Julian Airport. The airport was rebuilt and later
reopened to flights on 4th October. A full list of affected areas that the hurricane hit
follows: Antigua and Barbuda, St Martin, St Barts (Saint Barthélemy), Anguilla British
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Haiti Turks and Caicos, Cuba,
Bahamas and Florida.
Before the hurricane hit Florida it grew to 500 miles wide. As the category 5 hit Florida storm
surges occurred. These storm surges were 9 feet (2.7 metres) high and caused huge amounts
of flooding, and meant that many homes lost power.

What aid has the UK sent in response to Irma?
•

The UK sent 200 military personnel to Barbados on Wednesday 13th September.

•

One Antonov cargo plane went with supplies on Tuesday 12th September.

• 1,000 UK military troops in the region are helping with the relief effort with 200 more
expected to arrive.
•

HMS Ocean was deployed to the region after being loaded with 5,000 hygiene kits,
10,000 buckets and 5000,000 Aqua-Tabs in Gibraltar.

• 60 UK police were deployed to the region in addition to 16 Cayman Islands police and
6 Bermudian Police.
• The UK Government will aid match public donations to the Red Cross appeal up to £3
million.
• Over 40 metric tonnes of DFID aid has now arrived and is being distributed across the
region, including 2,896 shelter kits, which can provide shelter for over 14,000 people
and 4,990 solar lanterns (which can provide light and power for over 20,000 people).
•

The UK has helped to distribute water bottles to 700 of the most vulnerable
households affected by Hurricane Irma on the British Virgin Islands.

These are only some examples of aid that has been sent. You can find out more on: https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/hurricane-irma-uk-government-response-in-numbers-13september-2017

Rebuilding will be slow and costly, and the devastation pictured below serves as a potent
reminder of the devastating power of nature.

Aashir Khan, Current Affairs Correspondent

Creative Corner
This half term, we celebrated National Poetry Day and the launch of the 2017 Bolton Children’s
Fiction Awards. To celebrate these events we are sharing one of our favourite poems.

This edition’s poetry pick is Invictus by William Ernest Henley. This poem was a favourite of
Nelson Mandela and even inspired a film of the same name.

This edition’s inspiring quotation is:

This will be no doubt useful to remember during those long, arduous nights of revision.

The Bolton Children’s Fiction Award 2017
The six books which will compete for the 2017 Bolton Children’s Fiction Award have been
announced at the Award’s launch event. Guest speaker Matt Killeen, author of ‘Orphan Monster
Spy’ gave an excellent speech and introduced the following books which will compete for this
year’s award:
‘Instructions for a Second Hand Heart’
‘The Hypnotist’
‘The Jamie Drake Equation’
‘The Goldfish Boy’
‘Caged’
‘Letters from the Lighthouse’
These novels deal with themes including race, war and anguish. I would encourage you to visit the
Library and to start reading them as the voting occurs in March.

Muhammed Choudhary, Arts Correspondent

Festival Focus
Halloween
Did you know?
The origins of Halloween are found in the Roman festivals of Feralia and Pomona in which
sacrifices were offered to honour the spirits of the dead. Both took place in late October and
customs such as apple bobbing are derived from rituals performed at these festivals. When
the Romans invaded Britain these customs were merged with those performed at the Celtic
celebration of Samha.
Very short horror stories:
Twin
I went up to my daughter’s bedroom and kissed her goodbye. “Daddy can you check under the bed
for any monsters.” For her amusement I looked under the bed and there was another version of her
staring at me scared. “Daddy there’s someone lying down on my bed.”
Reflection
I was shattered, it was a long day. I got my Mac out, and started preparing my essay due in the next
day. I looked up and saw my reflection staring back at me, no Mac next to her, she was in her night
clothes.
Neighbour
I woke up early in the morning and I set off rapidly too. My neighbour and her dog were walking
past me, so I turned around to greet her but there was not trace of the neighbour or the dog.
Friend Request
Come on Mum, leave the room. Honestly she gives me lectures all the time. She left the room and I
took out my phone. Facebook: Friend request from ‘Laura Stevenson’. The thing was, she
committed suicide 5 years ago.
Muhammed Choudhary, Arts Correspondent

The Effects of Hurricane Irma On Big Cat Rescue

Big Cat Rescue is a non-profit wild animal sanctuary situated in Tampa, Florida. The sanctuary
opened in 1992 and had the oldest tiger in the world in their care for most of her life.
What can you do with over seventy exotic cats when a Category 5 hurricane is about to smash into
you?
Preparing for Irma
Firstly, the sanctuary consults the critical disasters plans which have been in place for years before
Irma. The enclosures are double the strength the law states. There is nothing that can catch wind so
therefore there is nothing to blow away. Nearly all of the enclosures are roofed and are made from
the same material so the animal is safely contained from all directions, the only majorly damaged
enclosure are the roofless ones. The cats whose main enclosures are not roofed are moved into their
roofed enclosures. If the wind speed is at a minimum of 30mph they are moved to their roofed enclosures. The non roofed areas are all equipped with two or three strands of solar powered hot wire,
because the first thing that is affected by a storm is power. The units are expensive and are said to
last up to five days in the dark but the maximum Big Cat Rescue has even been without power is
three days. All of the cats have dens to escape the rain, for small cats have igloo type dens, but most
of the cats have large concrete dens. A cougar for instance (also known as a mountain lion or a
puma) has an underground area. Above is a mini mountain of dirt, plants and grass that gives the
animal either a cool or a warm climate depending on the season.
There is always at least one staff member on the property who harbours responsibility for the sanctuary that particular day. The person is usually the Operations Manager, but if they are not working
that day there is always someone scheduled to be in charge. There are always coordinators who are
experienced in managing the hundred or so volunteers. All staff have phones, and all volunteers or
staff have two way radios. A long while before the first clouds are spotted everyone has been preparing/rehearsing for the worst case scenario. Thanks to the Volunteer Committee there are regular
drills, which are documented and analysed to see where they've come short and to make sure they
are ready in case there's a real emergency e.g. losing a cat or fire. The President, Jamie Veronica is
always checking the supplies in the Emergency Response Centre and Cat Hospital. The crucial supplies are always being checked multiple times and restocked as they expire. There are weekly offered classes to the members in areas such as Animal Emergency, Human CPR, how to find the
right tools and the right people for the right thing. Everyone knows who has access to dart guns and
tranquillisers. All staff, volunteers and interns carry a two way radio with them at all times and do a
check when entering the property. Everyone is taught on Day One that they have to check on every
cat they look after, to report if anythings is wrong or if there is any threat to the enclosure or its inhabitant. The observations are logged digitally in a daily record. Because of the Sanctuary’s in-

volvement with the Hillsborough County Emergency Operations Centre they get up to date reports
on any storm or hurricane via email with radar pictures, tracking projectors and information on how
to prepare.
The cats are prepared for emergencies too. Most of the cats are trained to go to their lockouts
(where they get fed and can have a drink) on command. Most of the enclosures are built in at least
two sections so they can be shut on one side if the volunteers/staff have to do something. The cats
are also trained to go to a certain target if needed. If a cat escapes there are a few places on the
property where cats can't get to but you can access the area by golf carts. Treats for the cats are
guaranteed and the the cats love golf carts. With a portable cage at their disposal dropped over the
frame of the cart in a few seconds that will protect the driver. The cart can get in a couple of feet
from the cat and then lure the cat to a safe area by way of targeting like they do in the Operant Conditioning, or the cat will be darted. If the cat is about to leave the premise it will be shot, all the staff
have been trained for the circumstances. The’ve been prepared mentally for the day to shoot one of
the cats who they could be close with, to keep the local area safe.
There is no safer place for the seventy plus cats that reside here. In an event of any emergency
they are prepared to shelter the cats. Because around ten to twenty volunteers live on site, there are
quite a lot of people on hand to look after the cats. If they have to move animals they have a climate
controlled trailer. There is a powered generator which can run the Cat Hospital and Food Preparation during a power out. On the site only two buildings have concrete and they are the gift shop
where the staff, volunteers and their families slept and Food Prep because that has all the food for
the cats.
Damage From Irma
The damage Irma had cause on Big Cat Rescue was mainly just trees being toppled and a few minor
floods. When they checked on the white serval Pharaoh’s enclosure there was a tree branch which
crushed the metal but luckily it didn’t break the enclosure. Instead of going to one of his other enclosures he just watched to see if he liked the damage or not. No one could go in or out of Big Cat
Rescue because a tree was covering the road, it took quite a while to break through. The worst of
the damage was at the tour waiting area where a tree became fully uprooted and fell onto the shelter
and the corner of gift shop. After all the preparations in advanced luckily there wasn’t any major
damage which meant all their hard work payed off.
Cameron Weatherley, Environment Correspondent

Greek Heroes: Good or Bad?
We have all heard of Greek heroes like Heracles and Achilles. We have all heard the legendary tales
of these warriors battling monsters and traversing the high seas. We have all heard of the great war
at Troy and the trials and tribulations that these heroes faced on their journey home. But do these
figures, famous as they are, deserve the title of hero? In this article, I will analyse the morality of
several iconic Greek ‘heroes’.

My first example of this is Theseus and Ariadne. Theseus is famous for defeating the monstrous
Minotaur, but his actions afterwards as recounted by Ovid are less than heroic. Theseus did not
choose to enter the Labyrinth but was forced as part of the long tradition of sacrifices to the King of
Crete, Minos. However, when Theseus arrived at the island of Crete, he caught the eye of Ariadne a daughter of King Minos. She offered to help Theseus navigate his way through the Labyrinth in
exchange for his hand of marriage. Theseus agreed to this and obtained the help of Ariadne, who
gave Theseus a ball of string which he tied to the start of the Labyrinth so he could re-trace his steps
once he had killed the Minotaur. He succeeded in killing the Minotaur and agreed to marry Ariadne.
However when they arrived in Naxos, Theseus abandoned Ariadne whilst she was sleeping. The
god Dionysus soon discovered the stranded Ariadne and tuned her into a constellation. This act of
betrayal certainly raises questions about Theseus’ character and so I would question his heroism.

Left - Theseus and Ariadne

Theseus is not the only hero who betrayed his partner. Jason, famous for his journeys on the Argo,
also abandoned his wife Medea in favour of the Corinthian Princess Glauce. During his adventures,
Jason met a beautiful young lady called Medea. She was the daughter of a king - more specifically
the King of Colchis. She was also the niece of Circe (the sorceress who turned Odysseus’ crew into
pigs). She too betrayed her family to help Jason retrieve the Golden Fleece in exchange for his hand
in marriage. Jason agreed to this oath and took both the Golden Fleece and Medea aboard the Argo.
Whilst Medea was escaping, she found herself face-to-face with her brother, Absyrtus and killed
him so she and Jason could escape. Jason and Medea lived a short lived but happy marriage and had
two children, but their marriage was doomed. Jason betrayed Medea when they arrived in Corinth
and this betrayal leads to Medea killing her children, Glauce and her father Creon before fleeing
Corinth (see Euripides’ Medea). She went to her aunt Circe and learned sorcery. Medea the became
one of the worst villains in Greek Mythology. Jason, like Theseus, is therefore presented as disloyal
and self-motivated. Is this heroic?

Left- Jason and Medea

Odysseus is another flawed hero. In Homer’s Odyssey, Odysseus frequently deceives characters like
the Cyclops Polyphemus for his own gain. In Book 9, Odysseus blinds Polyphemus whilst trapped
in his cave and lies about his name to aid his escape. Should we admire such a deceptive individual?
Equally Odysseus appears cruel at times such as when he hangs his maids for sleeping with the
Suitors or when he kills a Priest in Book 22. This combination of deceit and anger does not seem
particularly heroic.

Left - Polyphemus the Cyclops

There remain a plethora of admirable heroes in Greek myth. My favourite hero was Perseus mainly
because he always acted faithfully and fairly. Do you think that these heroes did the right thing or
were their actions completely unacceptable? I hope I have changed the way you see Greek Heroes.
Owais Khalid, Quizmaster
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