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Editor’s Note

Welcome to the third edition of 'The Bolt' magazine
of this academic year. This will also be the first
edition of 2016 and I hope you all had a relaxing
New Year. In this edition many articles are supplied
by our growing number of Year 7 writers due to
Mock Exams and I have been continually impressed
with the quality of their articles. Alongside these
articles, this edition features a large Day In The Life
interview where new teachers are questioned.
In this note, I wish to explore another hopefully
thought provoking theme. This theme is racism and
next edition I hope to discuss homophobia in order
to draw attention to how we can combat against
discrimination: both here at school and in the wider
world.
11th June 2015. Less than one year ago, a teenage
boy (who was the age to be in the Lower School)
stabbed his 50 year old teacher in a racially
motivated attack. Whilst the teacher, Vincent
Uzomah who is of black ethnicity, has survived the
stabbing; the attacker has been given an extended
sentence of 11 years. Allgedly, the boy had
previously racially abused the teacher and a fellow
student heard the boy use a racist insult whilst
stabbing Mr Uzomah. This attack may be an
extreme example, but it would be a serious mistake
to deny that racism has ever been an issue here, as
most weeks boys are sanctioned for using racist
insults. These comments are seen as 'banter'
however they have condeming implications and so
should never be used in or around school.

Furthermore, racism is unfortunately constantly
prevalant in the political world. US presidential
candidate frontrunner Donald Trump has
regularly caused outrage by inciting hatred
against US muslims as well as Mexicans. He has
made repeated claims that Arab-Americans
celebrated in New Jersey after two planes
crashed into the Twin Towers during the deadly
9/11 attacks. Despite there being no media
reports to support this, Trump still appears to
gain popularity through making these offensive
remarks. Moreover he believes that there should
be surveillance on mosques. These comments are
often made with no evidence but Donald Trump
is entitled to his Freedom of Expression. It is
quite startling however; that many Americans
appear to support this. While Mr Trump has the
right to say these things, it is my personal belief
that his comments are deliberately inciteful and
support Islamophobia.
So how do we combat racism in school and in
the modern global community? Some believe
that simply diagreeing with views like that of
Donald Trump is enough. On the other hand,
many feel that it is necessary to take a stand
against racism. In school, if you seek further
advice on racism or how to deal with being
racially abused then please seek out an adult you
trust who can advise you on how to deal with
issues. With growing threats of terrorism,
Islamophobia is on the rise, however I urge you
to remember that terrorists and muslims are not
the same and by supporting racism then terrorists
succeed in dividing the global effort to defeat
them.
I hope this has given you some serious ideas to
consider. From all of 'The Bolt' team we hope
you enjoy this edition and have a good half term.
Sam Warburton, Editor

A Day In The Life Of:
Miss Akinwande
Mr Bertello
Why did you decide to become a teacher?
I developed the love for teaching after I started tutoring my first daughter
at home. I discovered I had the skills to teach and stimulate love for
learning in children
To inspire the young generation! I did not manage to solve the great mystery of
how the universe began, but someday one of my students certainly will!
On a second stance, I believe that education is the main tool to build a creative,
equal and peaceful society for the future.
Which subject do you teach?
Mathematics
Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics
Why did you choose to work/train at Bolton School?
I was lucky to be placed at Bolton School by my teacher training provider
(The University of Manchester)
The school has a long tradition of excellence. I love to work with such
inquisitive students, with such supportive colleagues.
Do you have a form?
I am attached to a form. I collaborate with the form teacher.
Yes! I am the form tutor of 8f, together with Mrs Ebden.
Coke or Pepsi?
Coke
Avocado/papaya/broccoli juice, thanks.
Facebook or Twitter?
A little bit of both
I have an incredibly secret and highly encrypted Facebook account.
Tea or Coffee?
Tea
Coffee at dawn, tea at dusk. Please!
Milk, Dark or White Chocolate?
Milk chocolate

The bitter the better (i.e. dark).
What is your favourite book and why?
That’s a difficult question, I can hardly say I have a favourite, but one of
my favourites is “If tomorrow comes” by Sidney Sheldon because it is
well written and hilarious. I like books that make me laugh.
It’s quite hard to choose from my top three. If I have to, I will go for
‘Hopscotch’, by Julio Cortàzar. I like it because every sentence is a world
on its own.
What is your favourite film and why?
Again, I wouldn’t say my favourite, but one of my favourite movies is
“like stars on earth”. A bollywood movie about a boy with dyslexia; but
his family found it difficult to accept and there were hardly any
provisions for such at his school. It touched a deep part of me.
I normally watch infinitely old and boring black-and-white movies.
Anything by Ingmar Bergman will do.
What is your favourite food and why?
You will find I hardly have any favourites. I like good food from all
continents.
In Manchester I often go to a small Ethiopian restaurant. It’s so healthy
and tasty at the same time.
Where is your favourite place in school and why?
My favourite place in the school is my form room because I get to discuss
with and listen to the boys discuss and debate different topics.
So many lovely places! Probably the library? I like to be surrounded by
the written word.
If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why?
“Memory fixer”. So I can make sure that every child that I teach never
forgets what he has been taught.
To give a superpower to those that without a superpower seem to be
struggling, indeed.
If you could go back in time and meet anyone, who would you meet and
why?
My first nursery teacher. She was an angel.
These are marvelous questions! If he ever existed, I would like to meet
Homer, the writer of the Odyssey. I would like to see what kind of person
he is.

If you could be any animal, what would you be and why?
I’m not sure (none of them fit what I would want to be).
I would like to be a deer. Once I met one in the forest, I thought it was the
most beautiful thing. Not sure he thought the same about me.
If you could visit any place in the world, where would you go and why?
Malaysia. I would like to experience a different culture.
At the moment I would pick Burma. I like inaccessible things.
Describe yourself in five words.
Religious, respectful, jovial, serious and honest.
Well, you must absolutely know…
What are your interests?
Cooking, sewing, drawing.
I like reading, writing, playing Frisbee, going for walks. I also enjoy
having nice conversations, like this one…
What do you enjoy most about working here?
Everyone is courteous and pupils have good attitude to learning.
I enjoy the great freedom that I am given as a trainee teacher. I feel the
trust of my colleagues. I also enjoy to see so many well-mannered and
bright pupils in the corridors as well as in my classes.
What do you aim to accomplish in your time training here?
Get the right support to becoming an outstanding teacher.
I aim to establish myself as a good teacher. I wish that every day my
students would leave the classroom and say, “Hey, I had never thought
about that before…”.

Junior doctors are striking again: what’s the fuss
really about?
Up and down the country, (and even in Bolton!) junior doctors are getting ready to strike again, like they did
last month. For the first time in 40 years, doctors are deciding to strike - they are in disagreement with the
government plans to change their contracts.
As I watched the news, I saw patients who had hospital appointments being cancelled, because doctors were
striking. It reminded me of football players or rock stars who refused to sign contracts because they wanted
more money. I watched the Prime Minister David Cameron and Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt criticise the
junior doctors and I wondered if striking was being really selfish? After all, these doctors made a promise to
look after patients and to help people get the right treatment, so I wondered if this really was about money
and politics, or was it about something else? I dug a little deeper ...
I learned that politicians want the NHS to run 7 days a week meaning that patients will probably get more
services and quicker treatments. Surely this was a good thing? Why would doctors strike about that? I
wanted to hear from a local junior doctor, so I contacted one. Here’s what I learned:
Listening to Dr Adam Moreton, Junior Doctor (Manchester) & Member of the BMA Junior Doctors
Committee
Are you a junior doctor?
I graduated from medical school in 2010 and will be a
junior doctor for at least 3 more years. The term “junior”
is quite misleading as we are qualified doctors looking after
patients, and have been working for several years.
Are you striking for higher pay rates?
No. The strikes are not about money. Junior doctors earn £23,800 and sometimes have debts around
£80,000 after university, so this is not about money. We are striking because the government wants to
force junior doctors to agree to a new contract, which we believe is unfair.
Why is the new planned contract unfair?
Junior doctors are very worried that this contract will have us working even longer hours, and tired
doctors are unsafe for patients. If doctors are not being treated fairly in England, then there are
chances that they may move to other countries. This could damage the NHS and have an impact on
the way hospitals are run in the future. Lots of my friends have moved to Australia, as doctors
working there feel that life is better for them. So by making our voices heard now, we want to make
sure that there will still be an NHS in the years to come.
If you made an oath to protect patients, how can you justify striking?
We have taken an oath to protect and look after patients. By making us work longer hours, we can
become too tired to work properly and this is not safe for our patients. This can cause more damage

than a strike, and we would be breaking our oath then. We strongly believe in the oath we have
taken, and believe that patients deserve the right to be treated by doctors safely. This is why we are
striking – to make sure that the new contract is fair to everyone, not just for the doctors, but also for
patients.
Thank you to Dr Adam Moreton for his comments and his time.
So I discovered that with the new contract, junior doctors would have to work longer hours, including
weekends and evenings, and probably not for much more money – and immediately I knew this had to be
bad news. I couldn’t imagine having to go to school for longer hours, and would probably become tired and
grumpy. If I was in hospital, I wouldn’t want a tired, grumpy doctor treating me and possibly making me
feel worse instead of better. I changed my mind about the strikes being selfish, and I think that we should be
listening more to what the junior doctors are saying. I believe that they just want to be able to do their jobs
safely and we should help them so that one day, they can help us. I hope that they are successful with their
negotiations and wish them good luck.

By Owais Khalid 7F

America and its gun laws: justified?
It was a bleak December morning for the children at Sandy Hook Elementary School. Like
usual it was work, work, work and no play. Until 9:35 am. That's when it started. At 9:40 it
ended. 20 children and 6 adults died that day all because of one thing: guns. The shooting in
Sandy Hook was the largest mass murder of high school or grade school children in US
history and should not be forgotten.
This shooting is one of the reasons that President Barack Obama wants to put new gun laws
in place to help protect America and its citizens. In 2013 Obama tried to pass new laws
through the Senate. These new laws would ban the sale of military grade assault rifles to the
public and expand background checks to all areas of sales from gun fares to the internet.
The Senate voted down every single part of his bill. The second amendment to the
constitution says that people have the right to own a weapon. Many Americans hold this
right very dearly. It was included to protect them from tyranny and dictators, allowing them
to form militias to protect their society and their other rights. Anything that can be seen as
attacking the second amendment is politically very sensitive. Lobbying groups such as the
NRA (National Rifle Association) threatened to paint the senators in a bad light, saying they
were about to take away law-abiding people’s guns and their second amendment rights.
Many senators, especially those from Republican states with pro-gun voters, were therefore
unwilling to support gun control measures of any sort.
Since Sandy Hook there have been 164 more shootings in schools. That's a gun fired in an
American school about once a week.
Obama is now trying to take new steps to address this problem. He has taken executive
action. This will allow him to change things and not have to go through Congress, but he can
only take small steps in the matter. However, this will still allow him to tighten the loopholes
in gun sales. It will prevent the sale of guns on the internet or at gun fairs without
background checks.
I believe that this problem will be sorted out if people like Obama continue to care and take
action.

Vladimir Putin In the News
Vladimir Putin is one of the most divisive figures in the world today. To some he is a strong
leader, capable of returning Russia to her former glory. To others he is a tyrant, corrupt and
unstable. Whatever people’s views, we can all agree that he is never far from the news. In
the space of a week, two condemning accusations have been made against Mr Putin which
seems to support the idea that he is corrupt and unjust, but, to what extent should we listen to
the media?
Alexander Litvinenko
Alexander Litvinenko was a former Russian spy who was killed in November 2006 when the
radioactive Polonium-210 was administered into his tea. He had defected from the FSB
(Russian Secret Service) and he was allegedly working for the British. There are also reports
that he was being paid by MI6. Obviously, having worked for the secret service in Russia, he
knew a lot of state secrets and he was prepared to tell these secrets to the British authorities.
He had even written a book in which he claimed that terrorist attacks in Russia, which had
been blamed on Chechen terrorists, were in fact carried out
by the Russian government. He clearly posed a huge threat
to the Russian government and they needed to solve the
problem. At a London hotel in November 2006 he took tea
with Andrei Lugovoi and Dmitri Kovtun, two former
Russian agents. It proved, for him, to be a fatal mistake.
Litvinenko fighting for his life in hospital
We now have conclusive evidence that Messrs
Lugovoi and Kovtun poisoned Litvinenko. CCTV footage shows the meeting taking place
and the Polonium-210 being administered into the tea. The British government has made
numerous requests to the Kremlin to extradite these two men to face charges over
Litvinenko’s murder, but Vladimir Putin refuses to do so. Russia and the United Kingdom
do not have an extradition treaty so there is nothing that the
authorities in London can do to bring these two men to justice. Conveniently, Lugovoi has
become a respected Russian politician. The chances of bringing him to Britain are now
extremely slim. But where does Vladimir Putin fit into all this?

Recent reports suggest that the order to kill Litvinenko came directly from Moscow,
from Putin himself. This could be seen as an act of war, considering that Litvenenko was at
the time working for the British secret service. The widow of Alexender Litvenenko said
"The words my husband spoke on his deathbed when he accused Mr Putin have been proved
by an English court." However, the Kremlin disregarded these claims as false and have said
that the case has been ‘politicised’. Furthermore, the Russians are threatening to sue the
British government over this claim. However, this is not a story that the Western World
buys. The fact that the President of Russia may have ordered an assassination on a foreign
citizen is likely to worsen the already tense relationship between Russia and the West.

Richest man in the World?
Some claim that Putin is the most powerful man in the world, perhaps even more
powerful than the President of the United States. His non-conformist attitude and
nonchalance about alliances with the West make him a dangerous and powerful man. In
addition, he could also be one of the richest. Officially Putin earns a six figure salary for his
job as the President, and this in itself would make him well wealthy but not so compared to
some of the oligarchs in Russia. However, some things just don’t add up. Putin owns lavish
yachts, palaces and lives a life of luxury. This isn’t something that he would be able to do on
his official salary, which leads us to wonder how exactly is he funding this?
Recent figures for his wealth suggest that he is worth
between £28 and £140 billion. If we went towards the top end of
this astronomical figure, he would be more than twice as rich as
Bill Gates, the next richest man in the world. Putin has always
been a shady figure and rumours of his corruption have always
been rife. But now, for the first time, the US Treasury has
Putin’s Palace
accused Putin of corruption to amass such a huge personal
wealth. This is said to include a billion dollar palace, and a £25million yacht which is
claimed to have been given to Putin by Russian oligarch
Roman Abramovich, one of his many friends it is said the president ‘helps out’.
Of course Putin and the Kremlin deny these claims, saying that the US has completely
fabricated this story. Vladimir Putin is one of the most mysterious men in the world. As exKGB he knows exactly how to keep things secret. We can keep guessing at his wealth, but
the truth is that we may never know exactly how rich he is.
By Luke Cavanaugh

The richest man in the world?

