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School News

Editor’s Note

Welcome to the first edition of 'The Bolt' magazine for the 2016-2017
school year. In the third year of the magazine, it has been extremely
encouraging to see a sizeable increase in the number of pupils writing
articles and taking the opportunity to have their interests and views shared
across the school. We welcome any boy, from any year to join in and be able
to write about any topic of your choice.
Throughout this half term our principle focus has been on improving
standards and I am delighted to see the level of improvement. A diverse
choice of eloquent and engaging articles, written by your peers, awaits you
in this edition. As always many thanks to all of our writers and in particular
to Miss Brearley for her continuing support in editing each edition.
Moreover this half term, The Bolt has taken a new step in community
involvement. Myself and Luke Cavanaugh had the pleasure of working with
several pupils from Clarendon Primary Schools. We hope this was the
beginning of a productive partnership that assists pupils in both their
English skills and develops their outside interests and confidence.
Reflecting on our early success this year, it remains for me to wish you all a
relaxing but productive half term break. Hopefully, teething problems have
been dealt with and that we can now all look forward to the next half term,
where many more exciting opportunities await. I do hope you enjoy this
edition and thanks for reading.

Sam Warburton, Editor

WHAT'S OCCURING AT BOLTON SCHOOL
A short selection of news from the wider life of Bolton School

Tillotson Lecture
On 22nd September 2016,
Judge Roy Battersby gave an
insightful look back at the
Magna Carta and its influence
on modern day human rights.
His talk touched on many
important issues including the
refugee crisis, and was enjoyed
by all who intended.

Amatt Challenge
This year, Year 12 boys took
part in the inaugural running of
the Amatt Challenge at
Patterdale Hall. This
culmination of skills learned at
Patterdale involved planning
and completing a two day
expedition around the Lake
District. These journeys would
include: a night spent under
canvas; a canoe trip along
Ullswater and a series of
challenges dotted around the
Lake District. Despite the
difficulty of the challenge, Year
12 left Patterdale with a firm
sense of achievement.

Sam Warburton, Editor

Streetcar at the Royal Exchange
On Wednesday 21st September 2016, pupils were invited to a
showing of Tennessee Williams' iconic play 'A Streetcar Named
Desire' at the Royal Exchange Theatre in Manchester. Maxine
Peake's powerful performance as the tragic proatgonist Blanche
Du Bois stole the show, with the entire audience being gripped
by the demise of this fading Southern Belle. The contrast of
claustrophobic darkness and intense bursts of light thoroughly
engaged the audience in the atmosphere of the play.
This enjoyable evening was of incredible aid to Sixth Form boys
studying the play as it allowed them to see the play as Williams
intended and not just as a book to study. Pupils, teachers from
many departments and friends of the school all enjoyed this
experience and were left with a resounding impression of the
play. Many thanks to Miss Lord for organising this excellent trip
and we look forward to seeing Breaking the Code later this term.

Rugby: Super League Grand Final
On Saturday 8th October 2016, the Super League grand final between Wigan Warriors and Warrington
Wolves took place at Old Trafford stadium in Manchester. The atmosphere was amazing and the
attendance was 70,202.
Wigan kicked off, with Matty Smith placing the ball deep into Warrington’s half. Kirt Gidley
flawlessly caught the kick and passed it to Ashton Sims, who ran straight into Wigan’s defensive line.
The first score of the game was at 7:45 by Matty Smith, when a penalty kick was given to Wigan
straight under the posts giving Wigan an easy two point lead. But it didn’t take long until Warrington
came back with a beautiful dummy pass from Declan Patton, who was able to break through Wigan’s
unsuspecting defensive line with ease and score the first try of the game at 20:13. Patton was also able
to successfully kick the conversion giving Warrington a 6-2 lead for the rest of the first half.
The second half began with Warrington’s kick off from Ryan Atkins into Wigan’s possession, where
Ryan Sutton ran into Warrington’s defensive line for the first tackle of the second half. At 54 minutes
in, George Williams received the ball from a tackle. He followed with a well timed pass to Liam
Farrell running at pace in order to easily break through Warrington’s defensive line towards the try
line. Well aware of the capable full back, (Stefan Ratchford) Farrell passed the ball to Oliver Gildart
who scored Wigan’s first try of the game unopposed at 55:31. However, Matty Smith was unable to
kick the conversion leaving the score at 6-6. Soon after, Wigan Warriors were able to regain
possession due to a knock-on in a tackle. They were then able to make it into Warrington’s half and
under the posts due to a strong run from John Bateman, from which Matty Smith passed a clean ball
to Dan Sarginson, who kicked a short ball along the ground into the corner for Josh Charnley to touch
down over the try line granting Wigan their second try of the day at 62:41. But once again Matty
Smith was unable to convert the kick leaving the scores at 10-6 to Wigan Warriors. To Warrington’s
dismay they were unable to score any more points but were able to give another penalty kick to Wigan
because of a ball steal on Sean O’Loughlin were Matty Smith effortlessly gained Wigan the final two
points of the day which left the score at full time at 12-6 to Wigan.

Referee – Robert Hicks

Warrington try scorers – Patton
And Kicks – Patton 1/1
Wigan try scorers – Gildart, Charnley
And kicks – Smith 2/4

Warrington Wolves 6. Stefan Ratchford, 2. Tom Lineham, 3. Rhys Evans, 4. Ryan Atkins, 5. Matty
Russell, 1. Kurt Kidley, 26. Declan Patton, 8. Chris Hill, 9. Daryl Clark, 10. Ashton Sims, 27. Sam
Wilde, 12. Jack Hughes, 14. Joe Westerman.
Subs: 24. Toby King, 18. George King, 7. Chris Sandow, 33. Ryan Bailey

Wigan Warriors 4. Dan Sarginson, 2. Josh Charnley, 3. Anthony Gelling, 20. Oliver Gildart, 22. Lewis
Tierney, 6. George Williams, 7. Matty Smith, 24. Frank-Paul Nuuausala, 16. Sam Powell, 10. Ben
Flower, 14. John Bateman, 12. Liam Farrell, 25. Willie Isa
Subs: 19. Taulima Tautai, 21. Ryan Sutton, 8. Dom Crosby, 13. Sean O’Loughlin
By Lewis Warburton

Trident
Preventing attacks or ruining lives?
Nuclear Weapons

Ever since the United States of America devastated Hiroshima and Nagasaki, killing
around 150,000 people in 1945, the world has been terrified and in awe of the power
of the nuclear bomb. There are many dystopian works of fiction set in the aftermath
of a nuclear war. However, what the fiction depicts is not far away from the truth. As
of today eight countries, including the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom,
France, China, India, Pakistan and North Korea are declared “Nuclear States”- with
an additional three more suspected that remain undeclared. The two power blocs in
terms of nuclear power are Russia and America, which control 90% of the world’s
nuclear weapons; so where does the United Kingdom come in?

The start of Trident

The Hiroshima bomb

According to government documents, since 1969, a British submarine carrying nuclear weapons has been silently
patrolling the waves somewhere in the world’s oceans like a chthonic beast waiting to pounce. However, Trident
only came around under the government of Margaret Thatcher in the 1980s as it took over the position from our
original nuclear deterrent Polaris, which was in operation since 1969. Although commissioned in the 1980s, Trident
came into use in the 1990s. There are three parts to Trident: Missile, Warhead and Submarine.

Why do we need Trident?
Trident was commissioned as a continuation of the deterrent because if the United Kingdom was destroyed, a
retaliatory strike would still be issued by one of the four submarines that are active. This concept is known as
mutually assured destruction. However, nowadays, is there still a need for these nuclear bombs as a deterrent?
The origin of this idea came from the US secretary of defence under President John F Kennedy, Robert McNamara.
In his speech, he said that in an attack from the Soviet Union, America would be still operational and would fire
back with a response so massive that the enemy would suffer from “assured destruction”. Today however, the threat
of an impending nuclear attack on the UK is pretty much non-existent. This then leads to a series of arguments
from people who believe that we should take down our nuclear weaponry.

Trident Today
By the late 2020s, it is estimated that Britain’s nuclear weapons will begin to
end their working lives and so, on 18th July 2016, a vote was held in the
House of Commons to determine whether or not Britain should renew the
weapons of mass destruction. Although the entire Scottish National Party
there voted against the bill (as did the Liberal Democrats and some of the
Labour party, including the controversial Jeremy Corbyn, and a minority of
the Conservative party), the motion was put forward by a majority of 355.

One of the Trident submarines

Therefore, renewal has started even though major players such as Jeremy Corbyn completely oppose the idea.

Arguments against Trident
1) By firing nuclear weapons, we would be killing innocent people.
-

Theresa May fired back saying that it would be a “dereliction of duty” not to retaliate while Jeremy
Corbyn stated that he could never be the one to press the button.

2) The Americans will defend us.
-

We rely a lot on America in terms of our nuclear weapons as the warheads actually come from part of
the American armoury.

-

We are close allies with America and, like Britain did with Poland in 1945, if we were attacked,
America would be there to avenge us

3) Germany and Japan are fine without nuclear weapons.
-

Just like the argument above states, these countries have got friends in high places to help them out

4) £40 billion pounds!
-

A key figure of £350 million people managed to persuade Britain to leave the European Union but a
figure 114 times that is being used on something that may never be needed at all. This money could go
towards the NHS, schools or other financial priorities Britain has.

Should we carry on with Trident?
Although it is costly, and major players in the world such as Japan and Germany just rely on allies for nuclear
prowess I personally believe that Trident should stay and that Margaret Thatcher made a good decision
commissioning it. Although we many never need it, it acts as a permanently good reason why countries shouldn’t
attack us. Although we might kill millions of innocent people by firing, Trident is not there as an offensive weapon
but as a means of retaliation if we are ever under attack. I am on the side of Trident but where do you stand on this
widely debated issue?
By Yusuf Adia

iPhone 7 vs Samsung Galaxy S7
Which is best?

It's that time of year again: two new phones from the market leaders of the mobile phone
industry,Apple and Samsung. If you can't decide between the simplicity of the iPhone or the Galaxy
S7’s unbeatable spec-sheet, let's compare the two and see which should be your next phone.
The Galaxy S7 weighs only 152g and boasts a superb glass and metal front and back.Another key
feature is the tough Gorilla Glass screen which can survive most drops.It does look attractive but it is
fragile and can easily crack.The phone is available in five colours: Black, White, Gold, Silver and
Rose Gold.
The iPhone 7, once again, has the trusted HD Retina Display and a slick design but looks all too
similar to its predecessor,the iPhone 6.The phone is lightweight at just 138g and it's a little smaller
than the S7 by virtue of its dinkier display.For the first time ever,Apple is offering 5 colour
options,black,silver,gold,rose gold and an all new jet black.As a clean freak, I would recommend not
purchasing the jet black as it seems like a scratch and fingerprint magnet. For me the S7 is a clear
winner for design and display, the iPhone simply lacks in originality, something the S7 as grasped
perfectly.
Arguably, the biggest change in the iPhone is the removal of the headphone jack, making the phone
slimmer and more lightweight. However many Apple fans dislike this new feature. The stereo
speakers on the iPhone are impressive, an area where the S7’s mediocre single speaker just can't keep
up. Both phones boast superb 12 megapixel cameras which are as good as each other.
In terms of battery life the S7 trounces the iPhone, both have similar batteries yet the S7 gives an
extra two hours in a day.The S7 also recharges quicker than the iPhone, 15 minutes in fact.
Furthermore the S7 also supports wireless charging, something missing from the iPhone.
The price of the S7 ranges between £475 and £519.The iPhone however ranges between £599 and
£799, considerably more expensive. The phone that I would recommend has to be the S7, it has a
better design, battery life, software and it’s cheaper.
Huzaifa Anwar

F1 2016 Game Review
This August saw the release of the F1 2016 another
release of the F1 series from Codemasters. F1 2016 sees
the safety car brought back in and driver customisation
as well as other new things to the franchise. Players
looked forward to the new game release in August after
F1 2015 turned out to be poor, achieving an overall
rating of 5.1/10 from IGN whereas its predecessor, F1
2014, gained an overall rating of 7.1/10 from IGN. Ok 2
points different so what? It may have only be a 2 point
different but those 2 points had a huge different on the
way the F1 community view the game. IGN commented
on the game as being ‘a lack of ambition’, ‘broken

multiplayer’ and so much more. On top of all that Codemasters also scraped the idea of customising
your own avatar instead you had to pick an already existing driver like Lewis Hamilton or Jenson
Button; you couldn’t make your own driver. So why was this not a 3/10 rather than a 5.1/10, the
reason why it is a 5.1/10 rather than a 3 is because it’s on next gen consoles, the PS4 and the Xbox
One, the graphics are stunning and the handling overall is a huge improvement from 2014.
F1 2016 takes a huge leap from
2015 as it brings back the features
that were scrapped in 2015 and
many more features have been
brought into the game. Players were
begging for the developers to bring
back the safety car and the driver
customisation and custom avatar.
Also last year’s game lacked the
realism engine, this meant that you
could go 50mph into a wall and
your car could drive away intact
from the accident/crash.
Codemasters had a huge challenge on their hands and fortunately they were able to deliver. They got an overall
rating of 8.8/10 beating last year’s rating by a whole 3.7 points.
Codemasters for F1 2016 brought back the safety car, the feature that the fans missed from last year. Alone the safety
car could make the game better and more enjoyable from the last year’s game. Along with the safety car being
reintroduced the physics engine was also improved, this meant that wheels would not be flown off into the grand
stand in the case of a crash, instead when a wheel did get detached from the bodywork they would get held by wheel
tethers; wrapping the wheel around the bodywork of the car in a crash. Now AI drivers can also have a bigger
chance of retiring as you can see them having engine failures. Codemasters also reintroduced the custom avatar,
allowing players to customize their avatar face, helmet and they could choose their own race number. In addition to
all these features being brought back into 2016. New features like the virtual safety car, your own personal agent, a
10 year career mode, manual starts and the formation lap were also brought into the game. Codemasters also kept
features from F1 2015 like the new user interface keeping everything clean and compact in one 3X3 screen.
Codemasters have also fixed the lag and glitches from 2015.
The game also introduces the new 2016 race calendar, the new drivers, new teams and the new European track,
Baku. IGN say that ‘Codemasters has always felt like a fine home for the F1 franchise’. Overall the game is a huge
improvement from 2015 and a great game to play. If you want a racer on the PS4 or Xbox One F1 2016 is the one to
get.
Aashir Khan 10d

What would happen if we didn’t sleep?
I imagine that many of you are still trying to get into the routine of waking up early and going to bed earlier,
after two months of not realising that the morning existed. For the first couple of days at least, many of us
went around the school half-asleep and not taking anything in. This in itself is bad enough, but could you
imagine that feeling multiplied by ten, having not slept for weeks.
The record for the longest recorded time without sleep is held by Randy Gardner, a 17-year-old who went
without sleep for 11 days as part of an experiment. Much of what we know about sleep deprivation comes
from this experiment, although what we do know is that it affects people on an individual basis;
24 Hours
After twenty- four hours without sleep, people begin to seem like they are drunk. Judgement,
reflexes and decision-making skills all deteriorate meaning that driving becomes dangerous. Along with
substance abuse, tiredness is one of the key causes of road traffic accidents. People also get more emotional
and their attention span shortens, giving the impression that they are under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
48 Hours
Usually after 48 Hours, the body begins to shut down into micro sleeps, which are
essentially trances ranging from a second to a minute in length. Interestingly, the person doesn’t realise that
these are occurring, making everyday activities become even more dangerous. However, in the case of
Randy Garner, this didn’t happen and his sense of sight and touch began to suffer, and he struggled to
identify simple objects.
>72 Hours
After not sleeping for more than three days, Randy began to have short term memory issues
and became increasingly uncoordinated. It is around this point that people start to have hallucinations, and
also become delirious. The immune system also starts to shut down, making you more susceptible to disease.
Medical experiments on rats have shown that sleep deprivation can in fact lead to death.
Fatal Familial Insomnia
Randy experienced many of these symptoms during the eleven days that he went without sleep, but
fortunately he made a full recovery. Although he holds the record for the longest time without any sleep at
all, there is a rare genetic condition that deprives people of sleep almost completely for months before
eventually leading to death. So it is almost certainly the case that sufferers of Fatal Familial Insomnia
become much more sleep deprived than Randy Gardner ever did.
Although the condition usually only begins to express itself when the sufferer is middle-aged (40s or 50s),
once symptoms begin to show it is usually fatal within a year. Although it is not only sleep deprivation that
causes these symptoms, it illustrates how dangerous not getting enough sleep is.
The sufferer will most often get ataxia, which renders them unable to co-ordinate themselves as well as a
confusion similar to dementia.
Conclusion
We do not yet know what happens to somebody who goes without sleep completely, but all the current
evidence we have points to the idea that it will not end well. Studies show that teenagers need up to nine
hours of sleep a night. Whilst missing a night of sleep once in a while is unlikely to have an adverse effect on
your health, missing just a few hours of sleep regularly can increase your risk of disease and generally
worsen your health, leaving you wishing that you didn’t watch that one last episode on Netflix!
By Luke Cavanaugh

Book Appeal
How many of us take for granted that we can buy the next sequel off Amazon of our favourite series or
choose a book from the many on our bookshelves? Sadly, this is not the case for many children within our
local community. Three years ago, I was lucky enough to be offered a work experience placement at St
Peter’s School in Farnworth. During my placement I spent many hours reading to, and along with the
children. Unfortunately, some of these children don’t even get breakfast before school, never mind being able
to buy a book.
I have kept in touch with the head teacher, Mrs Williams and when I heard of the scarcity of books in their
school library, I wanted to do something to help. To date I have donated, collected and delivered over one
hundred books but more are still needed! These children are only a few miles from our own school, and for
some of them owning books is a real luxury. With the depletion of local library facilities, we can do
something to help get these children reading. I am asking for your help in donating any unwanted books to
create a library that St Peter’s can be proud of.
If you have any books that you are willing to donate, please drop them off at the Riley Centre main reception
and I will collect them to deliver to St Peter’s. As St Peter’s is a primary school, they are looking primarily
for books aimed at seven to eleven year olds, but younger readers and girls’ books are also required, so
please ask your siblings as well!
This is an opportunity to help children less fortunate than all of us. Giving just one book can brighten a
child’s day and help with their reading and education.
Thank you in anticipation of your support,
Luke Cavanaugh

Pollution
As we know we have many environmental issues such as pollution which are harming the world a lot.
There are six main types of pollution and I will explain them to you.
Global Warming and Thermal Pollution
We may not see it but our atmosphere is slowly being ruined due to the greenhouse effect which is
caused by smokes and gasses. These smokes and gasses, are caused by human activity in factories and
other harmful industries. This is due a lot of chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) and a lot of other pollutants in
our air. Slowly our earth will be unstable to live on due to the sun’s rays going through our
atmosphere and causing overheating.
Land Pollution
Land Pollution is one of the most famous pollution as it is the most seen and acted upon in most
country. Land Pollution is caused by litter and junk that does not go in the bin! It also can be caused
by animal waste that does not get cleaned or washed away and over time it can leave a horrid stench.
Water Pollution
Water Pollution is when litter and other substances (like sewage, oil chemicals and nuclear waste) go
into the water. This is a massive problem as it is killing species in the water and one day in the future
they may become extinct.
Noise Pollution
Noise Pollution is when loud noises (made by humans), from factories and other industrial areas,
causes distress for humans and animals. It can ruin animals’ habitats and even ours.
Light Pollution
This is when artificial light conductors causes minor blindness (It is really hard to tell if this is
happened to you). It makes it difficult for you view planets and stars
Owais Khalid

Taking Your Swimming to a New Direction
When the warmer weather finally arrives during the summer, many children are tempted to cool
off in their local river or lake. However, there are many hidden dangers such as the depth of the
water, hidden currents, broken glass and rubbish that could cause injury or even death. Sadly, local
to us this summer, there were two deaths of children who got into difficulties whilst playing
around canals and rivers.
One of my favourite sports is swimming and I spend a number of hours each week swimming at
my local club. My dad takes part in open water swimming events and trains weekly so I decided to
give it a try for the following reasons: •

If I was to ever fall into a river I would have at least experienced the shock and cold from
the deep water.

•

Swimming in open water is completely different from pool swimming so I wanted to
challenge myself.

•

I wanted to experience swimming outdoors in an organised way.

Taking part in organised swimming is a much safer way to experience swimming in the great
outdoors. There are safety boats and kayaks that keep an eye on swimmers as they swim around
the marked out course. Most people wear wetsuits and these can be hired from the venues for
around £5. It is possible to swim without one but it is very cold! I have swum without a wetsuit
only once – never again – it was freezing! I wanted to challenge myself in case I ever fell into a
river or lake and had to swim to safety.
If you have never experienced organised open water swimming, then give it a try. If it’s not for
you then why not go to one of the venues to watch? You very quickly get the bug and want to do it
again.

Why not challenge yourself and swim were the iron men swim. Most of all be safe around water
and understand the hidden dangers that exist.
By Callum Cavanaugh

How to contact us at The Bolt

Follow us on Twitter at: @bolton_thebolt
Like our Facebook page: The Bolt Magazine
Email the Editor at: b16140@boltonschool.org
Or
Miss Brearley at: ksb@boltonschool.org
All editions are availible on the school website
Come along to meetings at 1:30 in B36 on Tuesdays
Listen out for notices in assemblies and see our notice board on B corridor

