Should we be proud of the British Empire?
During the build-up to the UK’s EU Membership Referendum in June, news teams from across
the country went out onto the streets to ask voters why they were going to vote remain or
leave. Although they dressed it up, those who wanted to leave invariably gave the same
reason; to get our sovereignty back. This sense of nationalistic pride has been the source of
many an empire throughout history, but not one of
those empires was as expansive as the British
Empire. Merely the mention of it is enough to
make a Briton puff out his chest, thinking back to
the glory days of the 1800s. A recent poll has
found that almost half the country believes that
the British Empire is a good thing, and are proud
of that era of British History. However, surely this
nationalistic pride is no excuse for atrocities and
exploitation? Is the Empire really the best thing to
happen to our nation, or is it something we should
look back on with regret and contrition?
It is said that the British brought language, culture and industry to their colonies. Tales of
widows being burnt in India, and babies being killed in Nigeria are often cited, and it is true
that the British did a lot to help stop these heinous crimes from happening. However, these
crimes were replaced by atrocities of our own making. The Nazi holocaust is widely
acknowledged as the worst event in human history, and there is a unanimous opinion that
concentration camps cannot be condoned. Yet it is all too easily forgotten that just forty
years before the Second World War, it was the British who were imprisoning women and
children in their own concentration camps, resulting in approximately 27,000 of them dying.
During the Second Boer War, this was just one of the atrocities the British committed to force
the Boer guerrillas into surrender. However, we must not draw too much similarity between
the British and Nazi concentration camps. The British did not set out to exterminate a race,
or to work them to death, but the poor maintenance of the camps was what ultimately led to
the many thousands of casualties. Another dark moment in history that people abhor is the
Bloody Sunday Massacre in Russia in 1905, when peaceful protestors were fired upon by Tsar
Nicholas II’s armed forces, resulting in hundreds of deaths, and many more injuries. Why is it
therefore, that the Amritsar Massacre, is hardly talked about never mind condemned? In April
1919, peaceful protesters in India were fired upon by their British colonialists, leaving behind
an estimated death toll of between 400-1000 deaths. Even the lower end of this estimate is
many more than died on Bloody Sunday, and unlike the Tsar who was eventually overthrown in
1917, the man in charge that day, Brigadier Reginald Dyer, was lauded as a hero and given
£26,000 by the British public to say thank you. This is part of the legacy that we have left
behind in countries that were under British occupation, yet we get offended if anyone dares
to insult our ‘Great Empire’.
The British Empire did have its benefits, ranging from aiding communication to industrial
progress never seen before in occupied countries. Over 350 million people in the world today
speak English as their first language, with well over a billion-people able to understand and
speak it conversationally. This is partly due to the spread of the British Empire. Before the
Empire, it was common for countries to have regional dialects, and thus we can argue that
the British Empire united countries more than they ever had been before, allowing the spread
of culture throughout these countries. The infrastructure that has been left behind is also a
great benefit of the Empire. British colonialists built schools and houses, hospitals and

railways. They attempted to build a railway stretching from Cape Town to Cairo, and although
it was never completed, parts are still in use today. The Empire also brought the dawn of a
new breed of humanitarian aid workers, who spread across the world to help people less
fortunate than them, something which is still
done today. Combined with the infrastructure
of the hospitals, healthcare was improved in
many countries across the empire. The problem
is that many of these aid workers brought with
them their faith, which they tried to impose on
the people that they were helping. Healthcare
may have improved in some countries, but in
Australia 90% of aboriginals died, mainly
because of new European diseases brought by
settlers. The most commonly referred to
‘benefit’ of the British Empire is that it brought
law and order to many of the occupied
countries, which has stood until this day. Although this is important and a valuable
contribution to the countries that were colonised, the British didn’t teach the natives how to
do this for themselves, and consequently the end of British rule brought civil wars and many
more deaths.
From a purely selfish perspective, the British Empire made us into the nation that we are
today. The East India trading company brought untold riches into our state coffers, and banks
and port towns became extremely wealthy. The Empire brought us new products, trading
partners, and the commonwealth. From a British perspective, the Empire was certainly
beneficial. But all of this was built on the slave trade, famine and millions of deaths. It is the
same people, such as Lord Kitchener, who are remembered as heroes of the First World War,
protecting our own sovereignty, when the same men had denied so many others of theirs. The
British empire, like all empires, was created only for the benefit of Britain, and the benefits
to the colonial countries are vastly outweighed by the detrimental impact that we had upon
them. It is ironic that we now rely on many of these countries, India being a prime example,
as trading partners. Although Prime Ministers such as David Cameron and Tony Blair have
apologised for many of the crimes committed, the British Empire is a scar on the history of
many countries that lived under our occupation. Perhaps it is time that we stopped judging
other nations, and looked back into our own history to see that we are just as bad, if not
worse, than them.
By Luke Cavanaugh

How is a Country’s Borders decided?
We all learnt about countries from an early age. Whether it be by playing with a globe,
reading a map, or going on holiday, the idea of countries and their borders soon become
accepted as a young child. What is less clear, even now when we are much older, is who
decides how big a country is, and where does one country become another? Obviously, we do
not all have an all-powerful ruler who splits the world up on a whim, or physical lines painted
on the ground across the world. Being from England, I can’t help but feel we got a bad deal
with our borders, when we compare the size of our country to that of Russia or China. Why is
this the case?
The most obvious reason that borders develop is down
to geographical features. Thousands of years ago,
nations started out as city states that wished to expand
their populations and went in search of new territory.
They would expand as much as they could until they hit
a barrier. The physical separation between two groups
of people on either side of these barriers allowed
different languages, different cultures, and different
settlements to develop. An ocean for example,
represents a clear obstacle between two groups of
A map of the world’s borders
people, hence why we don’t see any nations spanning
today
oceans.
Many countries are split in this way, for
example the islands nations (This answers my question about why our own country is so
small), as well as countries such as Germany and France, who are separated in part by the
Rhine. This is all very well and good, but it doesn’t answer the question as to why Russia is so
big? Siberia is a pretty large obstacle, yet it is right in the middle of Russia, as are the Ural
Mountains. Well, some rulers were so ambitious that they decided natural barriers would not
stop them in their tracks, and continued to expand their nations beyond their natural
confines. Russia is a prime example of this, but by no means the only one.
If not all countries are separated by physical features, how are they separated? The answer is
quite simple. Those groups of people with the larger populations and with the larger armies
were able to expand their territories over huge expanses of land, conquering anyone that
they met along the way, until they encountered resistance from other equally as strong
armies. Using my example of Russia again, the Russian people managed to obtain land
stretching almost four thousand miles from West to East. Obviously, the oceans to the North
and East of Russia, formed natural barriers that were impossible to cross, but in the West and
South they were met by just as fierce adversaries. To the South they met the Mongols, and to
the West the Scandinavians. At this point, neither side could expand any further without
fighting crippling wars, so treaties were drawn up which formally set out the borders of the
countries. Occasionally, some land is stripped from a country as a punishment (for example in
the Treaty of Versailles), or given to another country as compensation, but generally borders
set out after ancient wars have remained until the current day, and these provide an insight
into which settlements were the most powerful, and which were the weakest.
The two methods of setting out a border that I have mentioned account for ninety percent of
the borders around the world. However, there are a few exceptions. Firstly, those of you who
study history will know that occasionally some countries decide to unite into one, or even
split into several others, often after wars. For example, there was the unification of West
Germany and East Germany in 1989, and the splitting of India and Pakistan in 1947. I
mentioned earlier that we don’t have an all-powerful ruler deciding how the world is split,

and this is true, but the United Nations have also in the past decided that the best way to
resolve a conflict is to create new countries and change borders. This happened in the
creation of Israel within Palestine, changing the borders of both countries in an attempt to
stop the fighting between the Jews and Arabs living there.

The Americans had to pay Russia for the
ownership of Alaska

The final way that borders have been set is
something that we have only really seen from
the USA; expansion through money. Unwilling to
start a war, and with borders clearly defined, the
USA sought to expand throughout the 19th
Century. In order to do this, they had to
purchase Alaska from Russia, and much of the
middle of the country from the French, who had
previously occupied parts of America. This is
likely to remain a thing of the past, as nowadays
it is not very common for a country to have an
overseas territory, due in part to the collapse of
the British Empire.

Although it may seem to us that the setting of borders is a thing of the past, in actual fact it
is very much something that still goes on to this day. As recently as 2011, South Sudan became
a country in its own right after gaining independence from the rest of Sudan. Borders are still
constantly changing, sometimes violently, sometimes peacefully, and they will probably
continue to do so for many years in the future, perhaps until the end of the human race.
By Luke Cavanaugh

Fundamental British Values
Fundamental British values form the base or foundation of strong and successful local
communities as well as the entire nation. They are a set of laws, rules and general guidance
to tell us what our rights and responsibilities are as individuals, as well as our expectations,
duties and behaviours towards others. Of course, some of it may seem just common sense and
general good manners.
British values are based on four ideas:
▪ Democracy
▪ Rule of law
▪ Individual liberty
▪ Mutual respect and tolerance of others, regardless of faith or beliefs.
Democracy
Democracy is without a doubt, the best form of government and
perhaps taken for granted today in Britain. It is based on the idea that
every adult has the right to vote and up until 1832, was unheard of. At
that time, voting was dependent on your gender and age (only men
aged 21 and over) and if you were a property owner. Ordinary working
class people and females had no voice in parliament. Today in Britain,
we all have the same right in voting and electing our government to
represent us.
Rule of Law
The rule of law in our nation is one of the underpinning
principles of unwritten constitution. The laws which are
determined by our parliament and our elected government,
apply to all – the rulers and the ones being ruled. No one is
above the law, which means that we are all responsible for our
own actions and we can all be punished for breaking the law.
Individual liberty
Liberty is freedom which again we take for granted in Britain.
For example:
▪ We have a right to live in a safe environment
▪ We have a right to voice our opinion
▪ We have a right to be educated
▪ We have a right to be treated equally to each other
▪ We have a right to use books and school equipment
Remember not everyone in the world has individual liberty,
some are impoverished and do not have the same choices
as us.
Respect and Tolerance of Others
In Britain, from the moment a child is born he is
taught by his parents that everybody should be
treated with respect and equally no matter what
race, gender or religion they belong to.
Discriminating against people with disabilities,
different age groups and different sexualities is wrong

to. This principle is reinforced to us everyday in our schools, our work places and
enforced by the law in Britain. Sadly other countries are not the same and some
countries even go as far as to promote and encourage these discriminations.
Overall in Britain, it is the combination of all four of these ideologies which has
created the nation as we know it today.

Owais Khalid

The Origins of Halloween
On the 31st October, did you, like me, go out trick or treating collecting lots of sweets? Did
you dress up in a scary costume, a devil or a werewolf maybe? Have you ever stopped to think
where Halloween comes from and what it means?
It is thought that Halloween originated with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, where
bonfires where lit to ward off roaming ghosts. The Celts believed the dead could walk among
the living during this time.
In the eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated November the 1st as a time to honour all
saints and martyrs and became known as All Saints’ Day. The evening before was called all
Hallows’ Eve which later became Halloween.
It is believed that today’s costumes originated from the Celts wearing masks so that any
wandering spirits would mistake them for one of their own and leave them alone. Sweets and
food were often offered to the spirits and the dead during Samhain to appease the spirits.
Carved out turnip lanterns were used to ward off evil spirits and protect the person carrying
it. During the 1800’s in America the turnips were replaced by pumpkins as these were
plentiful. The colours orange and black are associated with Halloween. Orange symbolises
strength and endurance for the harvest and autumn and black symbolises death and darkness.
Next year when you are getting ready for Halloween make sure that you choose the scariest
costume, your pumpkins are lit but most of all beware of the next full moon on Halloween
which will be in 2020.

By Callum Cavanaugh

Origins of Christmas
When we think of Christmas we think of Turkey, presents, Santa, Christmas trees and
stockings.
Christmas is all these things, but where and how did it originate? Christmas is the
commemoration of Jesus’s birth. It was firstly celebrated around the winter solstice by
pagans who later converted to Christianity.
How did Christmas come to be celebrated on the 25th December?
As pagans firstly celebrated the holiday the introduced a holiday, the holiday of Saturnalia,
Saturnalia was a week long period of lawlessness celebrated between 17-25th December.
During this holiday Roman courts were closed and Roman law said that no one could be
punished for damaging property or injuring people.

Christmas tree
The fir of the evergreen tree was traditionally used to celebrate
winter festivals for thousands of years. Pagans used branches of
the evergreen tree to decorate their homes during the winter
solstice. They also used the Fir Trees to decorate their temples.
However no one is fully sure how the Christmas tree originated.
Presents
In pre-Christian roman, the emperors forced their most
compelled despised citizens to bring gifts and offerings during
the Saturnalia holiday, in December, and the Kalends, in January.
Later on this ritual expanded and became among the general people. This gift giving was later
re-rooted in the supposed gift-giving of Saint Nicholas.
Santa Claus
The origins of Santa Claus date back to a man named Saint Nichols who was born around 280
A.D. Saint Nicholas was known for his kindness and pitifulness and because of these character
attributes he became the subject of most legends as
Santa Claus. Santa is not fake then he is just a person
with a different name but with the same character
attributes as Saint Nicholas, so in actual fact he is Saint
Nicholas with a different name but the same
personality. This is why we refer to Santa Claus as being
kind, nice and friendly. So when you are opening your
presents on Boxing day think of Saint Nicholas and of all
things don’t forget to be good because he will find out
if you are naughty or nice. Merry Christmas HO HO HO!
Aashir Khan 10D

Important Events on Christmas Day
Christmas Day today is one of the biggest days in the year but the day itself, apart from its
importance in religion, has a lot of history. From William the Conqueror being crowned to
President Mikhail Gorbachev formally resigning as the USSR president in a televised speech, a
lot has gone on in the world on Christmas Day.
December 25 325: First recorded celebration of Christmas
Although many astronomers and scientists agree today that Jesus was actually born somewhere in the spring or summer months, the celebration in the year 325 is the first recorded
celebration of Christmas that occurred for sure on the 25th December.
December 25 800: Charlemagne Crowned
Charlemagne, otherwise known as Charles the Great was crowned on
December 25th 800. Charlemagne, regarded as the “Father of Europe”,
had laid the foundations for modern France, Germany and the ‘Low
Countries’ (consisting mainly of the Netherlands and Belgium). He had
ascended to the Frankish throne in 768 and became the King of Italy in
774. On the day of Christmas 800, Charlemagne became the first Holy
Roman Emperor, the first recognised emperor of the Western Roman
Empire since the fall of Rome. It is widely debated whether he knew he
would be crowned as Emperor or not but one thing is for sure, when the
pope declared him Imperator Romanorum (Emperor of the Romans), it
wasn’t a thing the pope would regret.
December 25 1066: William Duke of Normandy Crowned
The first conquest we learn about in year 7 ends with William the Conqueror being crowned
at Westminster Abbey on December 25th. The year 1066 was full of events in what’s now
known as the Norman Conquest. From the death of Edward the Confessor, the Battle of Stamford Bridge and the Battle of Hastings; being crowned King of England was a great Christmas
present.
December 25 1868: Andrew Johnson gives full pardon to those involved in the Southern Rebellion
After a turbulent time in America’s brief history, following the Civil War and the assassination
of the great President Abraham Lincoln, the 17th President Andrew Johnson had a lot of things
to do. One of his most controversial things to do, despite heavy opposition, the President
gave a full unconditional pardon to those involved with the Southern Confederate States.
December 25 1914: The Christmas Truce

This is probably most well known for the alleged football match between the Germans and
the British troops out in No Man’s land. However, what happened there was much more than
that. In Britain, the War was publicised to volunteers as a very short one; where they get
their training, get a place on the front line and the march their way merrily to kill the Kaiser.
It turned out to be much much worse. The Battle of the Somme alone, celebrating its centenary this year, was the worst day in all of British military history. The fact that all the different opponents in the war put aside their differences and regarded each other as fellow humans as one and not completely opposing people in such a time of heavy conflict, must
restore people’s faith in humanity.
The Christmas Truce (‘Weihnachtsfrieden’ in German and ‘Trêve de Noël’ in French) was a series of unofficial ceasefires mainly along the Western Front but also on the Eastern Front.
There was an exchange of Christmas greetings in all languages, souvenirs from different
trenches were handed out and most famously of all, the football match. Many argue against a
football match occurring but many primary sources suggest different matches with different
scores.
December 25 1941: The surrender of Hong Kong
The day after Japan attacked Pearl Harbour, the Japanese began bombing raids of the city of
Hong Kong. The British, which was currently occupying Hong Kong, immediately put up resistance while sending the Chinese residents to the Philippines. Once Japan knew of this evacuation, they sent their navy to block the evacuation route. All attempts of evacuation via the
sea where hopeless. The Japanese had also surrounded Hong Kong and completely blockaded
it, now any attempt of evacuation was futile. In addition to this, the Japanese also cut the
water and power supply from the city. The savage manoeuvre worked well for the Japanese
as Hong Kong surrendered just 16 days after the first attacks. This ultimately set Japan up for
their planned invasion of China.
December 25 1991: Mikhail Gorbachev resigns from presidency of the Soviet Union
On December 21 1991, 11 of the Soviet Republics had
established the Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS), effectively dismembering the USSR. Although the
resignation was still a big moment in history, there
wasn’t really a Soviet Union to resign from. Claiming
that the formation of the CIS was his primary motive
for resignation, a great superpower of the world was
lost on 25th December 1991.
December 25 2016: ?
What might happen this year? Something bloody and tragic or something special that has never been seen before...
Yusuf Adia

Christmas around the World
Christmas is celebrated all around the world, but some of the traditions
we recognise such as putting up a Christmas tree or eating Turkey on
Christmas Day are completely foreign to Christians in other parts of the
world.
For example, in Romania the traditional dinner would be Gammon and
Pork Chops. Furthermore, when children go out to sing carols, it is
tradition for one person to go out dressed as a goat wearing a
multicoloured mask! The goat is known as the 'Capra' and it jumps and
dances around getting up to lots of mischief.
Many African countries such as Ethiopia still use the old Julian
Calendar so they celebrate Christmas on the 7th of January. On
Christmas Eve, many people fast in the hope of becoming closer to
God. Here, Christmas is seen more as a religious time rather than a time
for festive fun. However in Nigeria, Christmas is the highlight of family
gatherings. Lots of families get together and celebrate just like we do,
exchanging gifts, sending cards and eating lots of food!
Christians in the Arab World also celebrate Christmas very religiously,
similarly to Ethiopia. For example in Egypt, where just over 15% of the
population are Christians, they have 'The Holy Nativity fast' which lasts
43 days before Christmas. This is a special fast as they can eat and drink
but no meat is allowed or anything that comes from animals, essentially
a strict vegan diet. However, recently Christmas has become more
commercialised, and many shops sell Christmas trees, food and
decorations.Many hotels, shopping centres and parks are decorated.
Even though Christmas is celebrated in many different ways, we can
clearly see the unity and joy it brings to people, even if that is a few days
off work or getting together with Family.
By Huzaifa Anwar 10D
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