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A Day In The Life

Editorial

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Bolt Magazine.

In this edition, our writers attempt to tackle some
of the largest and most profound issues affecting
our world today.
Following the election of businessman Donald
Trump in the United States of America, we question
what a President Trump really means for the USA
and the world.
As we look back on Remembrance Day 2016, we
bring you a piece of journalism from the
Battlefields in France and Belgium and reflect on
the sacrifices made for our freedom today.
In the world of entertainment, we review the first
episodes of The Grand Tour, fronted by Jeremy
Clarkson, James May and Richard Hammond.
On a more festive note, we cover the annual Bolton
School Christmas Quiz, in addition to discussing
iconic pieces of Christmas Literature and Film.
On behalf of all of our writers, I would like to
thanks Miss Brearley for her continued support in
editing and distributing the magazine as well as
each and every one of you who take time out of a
no doubt hectic schedule to support The Bolt.
Sam Warburton
Editor

A Day in the Life of... Miss Holroyd
What is your favourite television show and why?
My all-time favourite is the classic ‘Murder, She Wrote’ – I love the lead actress Angela Lansbury
and the concept, her sleuthing skills are exceptional. My other two favourites are
‘Friends’ and ‘Glee’ – both amusing and dramatic for diﬀerent reasons.

What is your favourite film and why?
Far too many to choose from I’m afraid! Favourite genre is musical but this time of year I would
choose ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ to get me into the Christmas spirit.

What is your favourite food?
I have an incredibly sweet-tooth. As Buddy the elf says, ‘… stick to the four main food groups:
candy, candy canes, candy corns and syrup.’ So mine would be chocolate, cake, sweets and
biscuits – I also love baking and making them from scratch. I do eat savoury but rarely get too
excited.

What is your favourite book and why?
Far too diﬃcult for an English teacher to answer. When I was your age
(year 7) my favourite book was ‘Anne of Green Gables’ by Lucy Maud
Montgomery. I read this when I was partaking in LAMDA examinations and instantly felt connected
to Anne: she gets herself in various scrapes but, in a bildungsroman way, matures and all works out
good in the end.

If you could travel back in time and meet anyone, who would you meet and why?
Shakespeare, without a shadow of a doubt. I would want to experience the full Elizabethan theatre
life at its best. Chat to him about his influences, see him performing and be a groundling at The
Globe Theatre. I could then pass this information on to students.

Which clubs do you supervise?
Year 7 drama club on a Monday in C14 (second lunch), years 7 -9 Scrabble Club, with Miss Brearley
on a Thursday in B36 (second lunch) and U14 & U15 hockey, with Mr Moore and Mr Ahmed,
Thursday after school till 5.30pm.

Have you got any hobbies, if yes what are they?
Lots of hobbies. I like reading, watching films, theatre, baking, playing tennis and hockey.

Have you got any pets?
I have always had pets, been brought up with a lot and my sister-in-law owns a pet shop. At the
moment I have a Syrian hamster called Douglas and a spur-thigh tortoise called Ernie (Ernest when
he’s naughty).

What is your favourite thing about your form?
I have a very dramatic form, which I am pleased about (I say dramatic as so many of them attend
year 7 drama club). Also, a large number are extremely helpful and courteous young men.
If you could visit any place, where would you go and why?
I would love to go to Hawaii, any part. I want to go here as every time I see it on television it looks
so beautiful and rich in scenery.

It has been a pleasure to write the popular article in 'the Bolt' , 'A day in the Life of...'.
I would like to thank Miss Holroyd for giving me some great, detailed answers, it is wonderful
to have her in the winter edition. Thank you to Miss Brearley for also helping me make this
article. I trust you, the reader, will have time to read this amazing article.
Enjoy your holidays and in advance have a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Muhammad Choudhary

Year 7 Interviews

It has been a wonderful term, the year seven boys have settled in hopefully and made lots of new friends. They

have been enjoying their Sport lessons and their ECA activities. I have been asking a few year 7 boys about their
experience in this prestigious school and seem to have a wide variety of answers;
Callum Cavanaugh (7E)
Q: What is your favourite subject?

ANS: My favourite subject is biology.
Q: Who is your favourite teacher?

ANS: I don't have a favourite teacher because they are all really nice and teach you lots of useful things.
Q: A little bit about yourself.

ANS: I am eleven years old (I was born on the 20th of April 2005). My favourite sport is football and I play as
goalkeeper. When I grow up, I want to be a cardiac surgeon and save peoples' lives, just like the doctors at Alder
Hey did for me in 2005.

Q: What is your experience so far?

ANS: I have made lots of new friends. I attend a club every day, my favourite club is Junior Geography. I play
chess for school and in the swimming team.

Shahzeb Syed (7F)
Q: What is your favourite subject?
ANS: My favourite subject is Latin because I love learning about Greek gods.
Q: Who is your favourite teacher?
ANS: Dr Reeson, our Latin teacher.
Q: Tell me a little bit about yourself.

ANS: Although I'm not the best player I really enjoy football. My best subject is maths and English. My old school was
Sedgley Park Primary. I'm from Manchester.

Q: What has your experience at Bolton School been like?

ANS: My experience so far has been great I've made many friends. I'm getting to know the school better. Bolton School
is the best school ever!

A note from the author of this article:
I hope you enjoyed my year seven interviews. Thank you Shahzeb Syed and Callum Cavanaugh for
being part in this article. I trust you will enjoy my 'Day in the Life of Miss Holroyd' article.
Muhammad Choudhary

The U.S Election 2016
What does a Trump Presidency actually mean for the
U.S.A and the world?
Throughout a bruising Election Campaign, Donald J Trump made a wide variety of pledges
regarding the economy, immigration, climate change and international relations. Now, he shall
enter the highest office in the United States Government and whilst he has certainly had success
in courting controversy with his promises, the global media is left attempting to piece together
what exactly a President Trump will strive for. In this article, key areas of policy are organised
and explored, in what hopefully is a useful guide to a Trump Presidency.
The Economy
Donald Trump’s key economic pledge is a massive investment in infrastructure. In order to
revitalise America’s bridges, airports and roads, he
has indicated that he would invest a massive $500
billion pounds in U.S infrastructure. This would
coincide with $275 billion in tax credits for
businesses willing to invest in construction.
Naturally this will, at least in the short term,
provide a boost to the economy. But how will he
finance such lavish spending, whilst being heavily
critical of outgoing President Barrack Obama’s
policy of raising national debt levels. In reality,
Trump will have to borrow heavily and some
economists predict that Trump’s policy will add
$5.3 trillion dollars to national debt.
Immigration
This is arguably the most notable and controversial issue that dominated much of the Election
Campaign. Trump has pledged to build a wall on the U.S-Mexico border in order to curb illegal
migration. He also asserts that Mexico should contribute between $5 billion to $10 billion
towards the construction. This has lead to tension with Mexico, as well as more moderate
political and religious leaders. Whilst shares in concrete have risen substantially, Trump’s
proposed timetable is especially vague.
Trump also wishes to ban certain religious groups from entering America, notably muslims.
Trump claims that he wishes to make America safe by banning any person who could be
perceived as a terrorist. This has led to international condemnation, however it appears to be a
popular policy within some Republican dominated areas of the USA. Ultimately, Trump will have
to pass laws through the more moderate Republican Congress which will no doubt limit the
effects of this policy. In spite of this, millions of U.S muslims do feel unsafe and under threat
from what some call islamophobic policies.
Climate Change
Climate change is seldom the most publicised topic of debate during the Election and yet Trump
still managed to cause controversy about the subject. He believes that climate change is, at the
least, an over exaggerated threat, and at worst is a Chinese lead conspiracy. One of President

Obama’s major successes involved U.S Secretary of State John Kerry ratifying the Paris Climate
Change Agreement. This historic agreement was signed by over 190 countries including Britain
and the USA and aimed to combat dangerous climate change. This involved limiting the rise of
global temperature to no more than two degrees by the end of the century. Impressively, many
countries swiftly brought this agreement into legal force. Then Trump cast doubt on the whole
agreement by promising to withdraw the U.S from the Paris agreement. This would severely
hinder the global effort to limit climate change and has consequently provoked international
condemnation from scientists.
International Relations
From a British perspective, the election of Donald Trump provides much opportunity. His
rhetoric starkly contrasts with that of President Obama. During the EU Referendum campaign,
Obama claimed that Britain would go to the “back of the queue” for a trade deal with the USA if
Britain chose to leave the European Union. This infuriated many British and even American
citizens who value the ‘Special Relationship’ between the two countries, which share values,
language and have supported each other consistently in military campaigns. However, Donald
Trump appears far more pro-Britain and has completely dismissed Obama’s “back of the queue”
comments. This certainly presents trading opportunities for Britain as it exits the European
Union.
Trump also appears much more pro-Russian than both Obama and Democrat Presidential
Candidate Hillary Clinton. The media has made much of the amicable relationship between
Trump and the Russian President Vladimir Putin, and to a large extent this is accurate. Trump
has praised Putin as a strong leader, and Putin showed a clear preference for Trump in the
Election campaign. This does present an opportunity to decrease tensions between two world
superpowers. However it also sends a worrying message to Western countries in Europe. Russia
has annexed Crimea, is implicated in the murder of Alexander Litvinenko and is currently under
trade sanctions. Consequently, many Western leaders are concerned about Trump’s attitude
towards a country treated by many as aggressive and hostile.
Trump is much more hostile towards the nation of Cuba, branding the recently deceased leader
Fidel Castro as a “brutal dictator”. This suggests that Trump will further increase tensions
between the firmly capitalist USA and the communist/socialist regime of Cuba. This may undo
the progress made by Obama, who was the first US President to visit Cuba since the Communist
Uprising in the early 1960s.
Trump is also far more hostile towards China than his predecessor. Within weeks of becoming
the President-Elect, Trump has angered China by making a phone call to Taiwan’s leader Tsai IngWen. China regards Taiwan as a break-away faction and refuses to acknowledge the existence of
Taiwan as an independent state. Consequently Trump has demonstrated his anti-China
sentiment. Trump also accuses China of “raping” the USA by imposing heavy tariffs on Chinese
exports. In summary, a President Trump will most definitely regard China with more suspicion,
which could raise tensions.
The Verdict
All in all, it would appear that Trump has several, radical proposals. His aims are most definitely
ambitious, but the economic and political repercussions of his actions will probably lead to
Congress limiting some of his measures. Trump’s Presidency will fully deviate from that of
Barrack Obama and may lead to an increase in US protectionism, an abandonment of US-EU
trade deals and tensions with China. For the time being we have little choice but to wait for
more solid information regarding Trump’s policies.
Sam Warburton
Editor

Commemorations: A trip to the Battlefields
Introduction:
In light of recent events it seemed convenient to write about something that I experienced.
Those who participated in the Year 9 Battlefields trip may be able to relate to it. As we all know
November is a time of remembrance and during this month I travelled to France and Belgium to
experience it first hand. The Battlefields trip during the summer is almost a different place in
comparison with the cold wintry conditions during my time there.
Day 1:
It began with a long journey from Bolton to London via the train. Then a car journey through the
Eurostar took us into France where we drove into a small village near Ypres. It was late by then
and already dark so we quickly ate and went to bed in preparation for a full day tomorrow.
Day 2:
As we woke we hadn't long to pack up and set off to Ypres. On our way we were able to visit
some very significant memorial, the first being the Thiepval Memorial. It was bitterly cold and
when you enter the monument the wind tunnels through and hits you for forcefully. However
when you look over the edge and see the hundreds of identical gravestones and the names
perfectly engraved into the wall and you can't help but feel amazed by it. It's a breath-taking
experience.
After, we made our way through a Canadian memorial and exhibit which took a lot of pride in
preserving the landscape and trenches. You are able to walk through what would have been the
trenches. Also to my amazement there was a mound in the centre and on top stood a large,
sculpted moose.
After a long drive we finally arrived in Ypres where we were able to indulge in the local foods
and drinks. We spent the night watching the Menin gate memorial service which has taken place
every night for almost one hundred years. Once again a lot of sleep was needed for an early
start the following day.
Day 3:
Yet again we woke up in a completely different country to the previous night and quickly packed
our belongings up and loaded the car. Before we left, we were able to visit the 'In Flanders
Field' museum as well as Bolton School's own plaque in a memorial church in Ypres. Then we set
off again to Talbot House. Talbot House was a recreational facility for the soldiers who were
taking their time out of the front line. It is now an actual hotel as well as a museum for people
to look around in. However there wasn't much to do there once you explored the entire house so
we went on slowly making our way back through the flat grasslands scattered with identical
cemeteries until we arrived at Tyne Cot. To see the masses of graves and names of those who
fell at Tyne Cot is one of the most emotional things you can see.
Conclusion:
A trip like this is life changing and those of you who have experienced a thing like this should
not take it for granted. Nor should you take for granted the freedoms that you have which you
wouldn't have if it wasn't for our ancestors who fought and died during the Two World Wars.
When you go home tell them of us and say "for your tomorrow, we gave our today."
Lewis Warburton

Poems
It was a frosty day.
Ice formed on every surface.
The sun non-existent on every surface.
The clouds plagued the sky.
The leaves plagued the ground.
The frost penetrated my defences.
The heat leaving my body.
The rain crashing down in an avalanche.
The ground taking a beating.
The wind, angry and frustrated destroyed everything in its path.
The lightning aiding the wind in its annihilation.
The rain messing up the lines.
The mocking bird perched on its branch, singing.
The elements raging.
People screaming.
Destruction escaping,
And the Mocking Bird sand until it died.
A Hurricane.
Forecasted today.
Here to stay.
The wind swirling.
Category 2.
The whistle like an alarm.
The clouds.
Gloomy and grey.
Dry and astray.
Nothing like today.
I packed my things.
And went away.
To the safest place.
Anyway.
I hid in my sheets.
To escape the pain.
Of my Domain.
In my constraints.
I put on some music.
But nothing came.
So I lay.
In my brain.
And when it was over.
I dreamed in my head.
That it never happen.
Ever again.

Cloud. Lightning. Rain.
Sea. Wave. Rave.
Encompassing. Blue.
Death is here to rule.
.

Castro: Controversial Chief of Caribbean Cuba
How a leader of a revolution changed the world
Fidel Castro, from being a target in a Call of Duty game to playing a part in almost
starting the nuclear world war 3, has simultaneously inspired and horrified
millions. One of the world’s longest working leaders, the Castro has used his 90
years extremely effectively in order to change Cuba moulding it to suit his ideals
for the small nation. Following his death on November 25 2016 his legacy has been
broadcast everywhere. Here are the major parts of Castro’s legacy influencing
Cuba and the world:

The Cuban Revolution – Victory for the 26th of July movement:
January 1 1959
The five and a half year struggle (during which the first
embargo imposed by the United States of America)
occurred between July 26 1953 to January 1 1959.
Going against the “corrupt and tyrannical” president of
Cuba Flugenico Batista, revolutionary leaders Fidel
Castro and Che Guevara along with the rest of the 26th
of July movement overthrew the Batista regime,
established a new government led by Castro and
ultimately led to the second United States Embargo.
From that day, Cuba became different. Under Castro
the small Caribbean island of Cuba began to grow with
the help of the Soviet Union.

Nationalisation of US-owned oil refineries: June 1960
After the US-owned oil refineries refuse to process Soviet owned oil, Castro
nationalised the refineries. Nationalising is the process of transforming private
owned assets into public assets by bringing them under the public ownership of a
national government or state. For the country that had their assets nationalised,
it’s pretty much like stealing. This practically aligned Cuba with the USSR before
anything was announced. Ultimately this led to the Second of the United States
Embargo. By October 1960 all other US business had either been disposed of or
became nationalised.

Second United States of America Embargo: October 1960
“El Bloqueo” (“The blockade”) was a commercial, financial and economic embargo
where America banned all exports to and from Cuba apart from food and medicine.
Although the economic effects were felt in Cuba, at least they were still partially

supported by America with products that helped the people survive. Unfortunately
for Cuba, this was just the beginning which led to more restrictions of exports that
had a big effect on Cuba.

Cuba is declared a Marxist and Socialist state while aligning itself to
the Soviet Union: April 16 1961
Cuba, now losing a lot of exports from America aligned itself with the Soviet Union
and began to rely heavily on them. Ultimately, this led to their economy shattering
during the collapse of the Soviet Union but the short-term effects were happily
received.

Bay of Pigs invasion: April 17 1961 and Third US Embargo: February
7 1962
The Bay of Pigs invasion involved yet another assassination attempt on Castro’s
life. Using the approximate 1,400 American trained Cubans whom President
Eisenhower had recruited after they had fled from Cuba, the American Officials
and the CIA backed the movement which President John F. Kennedy believed
heavily in whose ultimate goal was to overthrow Castro. President Kennedy
believed in it as it would show Russia, China and sceptical Americans that he was
serious about winning the Cold War. However, an invasion back by the US could
have sparked a Russian retaliation. Therefore America denied involvement in the
failed assassination attempt. This attempt of Castro’s life was just one of 600
which the revolutionary leader had survived.
The Third Embargo was much worse
than the first two restrictions.
Washington banned all exports and
imports from and to Cuba. Once again
this embargo has been criticised and
accused as being a breach of the civil
rights of the Cuban people.

The Cuban Missile Crisis
Probably regarded as the biggest event in Cuba’s history, the Cuban Missile Crisis
brought the world an inch away from a catastrophic Nuclear World War III between
the two superpowers the United States of America and the Soviet Union. Before
this event occurred, Turkey had agreed to allow the USA to place some of their
nuclear arsenal in their country which was dangerously close to Russia. As if in
response, Cuba – a recognised communist country – allowed the Soviet to place
nuclear weapons in their country, just 90 miles off of mainland America. However,
Nikita Khrushchev (leader of the USSR during most of the Cold War was said to
have only placed nuclear weapons in Cuba in order to increase their nation’s

nuclear strike capability. Tensions were rising. The Pentagon was set to DEFCON
( DEFense CONdition) 2, the highest it has ever been in history.
On October 22 1962 President John F Kennedy announced in a public television
broadcast that there were nuclear weapons in Cuba and explained his decision in
enacting a blockade to stop the Soviet ships from supplying Cuba with missiles. He
even stated that the US military was prepared to use force and invade Cuba in
order to subdue and neutralise the perceived threat to their national security.
While the world was awaiting a response from the Soviet Union the tension rose
even further.
The crucial moment occurred on October 24 1962 when Soviet ships attempted to
breach the blockade formed by the American Navy. Had they passed a certain
border, a military confrontation could have possibly erupted, sparking a nuclear
exchange. The ships stopped short of the blockade. Although the stopping of the
ships allowed the idealistic thought of an aversion to nuclear war was possible, the
Pentagon remained at DEFCON 2. The standoff lasted throughout the week and on
27 October; a US reconnaissance plane was shot down over Cuba. The pilot of the
ship, Major Rudolf Anderson is thought to be the sole casualty of the Cuban Missile
Crisis. This brought the two sides back from the edge as they realised their control
of the situation was slipping. “It was at that very moment—not before or after—
that father felt the situation was slipping out of his control,” Khrushchev’s son
Sergei would later write.
As total atomic annihilation is the worst ending for a country, the two key players
managed to form a deal which ended the Standoff. On October 26, Khrushchev
sent a letter to Kennedy offering to dismantle the weapons if America promised
not to invade Cuba. The next day he followed up on this offer stating that he
would dismantle the weapons if America removed theirs from Turkey. Officially, the
USA accepted the first proposal while disregarding the second although privately
they did remove their nuclear weapons from Turkey as well as promising to not
invade Cuba.
On October 28, with both sides shaken, the confrontation came to a close. Robert
McNamara said that “I thought it was the last Saturday I would ever see.”

Economy devastated as Soviet Union collapses: December 1991
Cuba’s biggest ally had now disbanded leaving the Cuban economy in disarray. With
no one to rely on in terms of imports and exports, the Cuban people were left in
even worse conditions than before. In August 1994, Castro announced that he
would not stop Cubans who were trying to leave. It’s been recorded that about
40,000 Cubans left.

Castro resigns as President of Cuba: February 19 2008
Almost 50 years after becoming President of Cuba; Castro had revolutionised Cuba,
the Americas and the world. After his public fall in 2004, people around the world
began to speculate his health. The once vibrant and charismatic leader now
seemed more frail, fragile and vulnerable.

Fidel Castro dies aged 90: November 25 2016
The revolutionary who has inspired millions, appalled millions and was seen as a
freedom fighter and a dictator had now left his legacy on the small island.
Yusuf Adia

