Why is it all going wrong for Leicester?
Having lost out on potential 5000-1 winnings last season as underdogs Leicester City stormed to the
Premier League title, many people were eager to bet on them to win again this season, however
unlikely it seemed. Over the summer some of the world’s top managers and players flocked to
England to contest Leicester’s crown, and at the beginning of the season the title race looked set to be
one of the closest the league had ever seen. Few backed Leicester to retain their title, but fewer still
will have envisioned the situation they are in. Hovering around the relegation zone, there is a chance
that they will become the first Premier League champions to ever be relegated. But why is this the
case? What has turned the nations unlikely heroes into a side fighting for survival?
When a team performs poorly, criticism is often unfairly levelled at the players and the
manager. Sometimes the owner is to blame and problems off the field are translated into those on the
field, and sometimes (Arsenal) the fans are all too quick to attack their team for just a couple of poor
performances. But there can be few teams with better fans or a better owner than Leicester city; so to
see the problem we must look no further than ‘The Tinkerman’ and his players. Ranieri acquired his
infamous nickname while at Chelsea from 2000-2004, but last season made very few changes to his
4-4-2 setup, combining the blistering pace of Jamie Vardy upfront with the resolute defending of Wes
Morgan and when called up, Kasper Schmeichel. In contrast, this season Ranieri has made far more
changes than he did last year, struggling to come up with a new match-winning tactic as teams adapt
to the counter-attacking Leicester of the 2015-16 season.
But Ranieri cannot take all of the blame for Leicester’s failure. He has been let down by his
players, especially the club’s talismen; Jamie Vardy and Riyad Mahrez respectively. Last year, Vardy’s
24 goals coupled with 17 goals and 11 assists from PFA Player of the Year Mahrez made them one of
the most effective partnerships in Europe. But with just eight league goals so far this season between
them (5 for Vardy and 3 for Mahrez), they are a shadow of their former selves. But they are by no
means the only stars underperforming this season. Wes Morgan, the captain of Leicester’s titlewinning team, lacks his physical presence and leadership from last season. Ahmed Musa has turned
out to be a woeful signing, and the team is clearly missing their engine in midfield; N’Golo Kante.
The Frenchman is now at Chelsea, favourites to win the title and top of the Premier League by some
distance. It seems wherever he goes, success follows. It is a shame that the same cannot be said for the
rest of the team.
But it would be unfair to put the sole blame on the players and the manager, because Leicester
have also fallen foul to the curse of English teams; a fixture pile-up. It happened to Chelsea last
season, and they are by no means the only example. Due to Leicester’s FA Cup run and their
impressive Champions League campaign, the players have had little rest between games, and
therefore Ranieri has been forced to tinker with the squad. Surely we cannot blame him for this?
Perhaps it is time for the FA to consider introducing a winter ban like they have in Europe, to lessen
the demand on the players. Yes, most will argue they are overpaid as it is and that Boxing Day fixtures
are the best of the year; but having seen successive champions succumb to the pressures of a fixture
pile-up, surely it is time for things to change?
Luke Cavanaugh

Leicester are missing N’Golo Kante this
season

Miracle on the Hudson
US Airways Flight 1549, or more commonly referred to as the “Miracle on the Hudson” was an Airbus
A320-214 which took off from LaGuardia Airport in New York and it was destined for Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport, with a stopover in Charlotte Douglas International Airport on January 15th 2009.
The twin-engine jet was operated by Chesley Sullenberger (Sully) and Jeffrey Skiles. After multiple
bird strikes to both engines, both pilots safely glided the Airbus containing 155 people into a
controlled ditching in the Hudson River.
At 15:24(GMT-4) US flight 1549 was cleared to take-off with the call sign cactus 1549. As the plane
beings to level off at 3,200 feet with take-off thrust still activated, a flock of large bird hit both engines
causing both engines to shut down and unable to restart due to the damage sustained. As both engines
had been cut off due to the bird strike, the plane started to descend at a speed of 18 feet per second.
Within 2 minutes the plane had turned into a glider. Air traffic control after hearing about the chaos
clear a runway for the flight to land on, however the plane is unable to make the runway as it would
have crashed into New York before landing. Teterboro was just due east of flight 1549 however it was
6 miles away once again the airport was too far away. Meanwhile, the co-pilot, Jeffery Skiles was
trying to restart the engines, just one engine restarting would have meant that the crew could land the
plane at any of the available airports. After minutes of trying, the engine wouldn’t start. As altitude
was soon becoming a problem the crew decided that the only place where they could land the plane
was the Hudson River. A320’s were not manufactured and designed to land in the water and no-one to
that date had landed a jet plane in the water successfully without the plane breaking. Six minutes after
taking off, the crew successfully ditched the plane in the Hudson River boats came and rescued
everyone, all 155 people survived.
Later all the crew member went on to receive Master's Medal of the Guild of Air Pilots and Air
Navigators for a "heroic and unique aviation achievement".
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US 1549 successfully ditched in the Hudson River

Chesley Sullenberger and Jeffery Skiles

Spring Awakening

Spring is the period between the spring equinox and the summer solstice. This is defined by the
Earth’s tilt toward the sun. Equinoxes are days during the year when day and night are most equal.
The spring, or vernal equinox occurs around March 20th in the Northern Hemisphere. The hemisphere
which is tilted closer to the sun becomes warmer. This means for us in springtime the ground starts to
become warmer and along with the increased rainfall helps prepare the ground for new plants to grow.
The temperature of the air starts to increase and the hours of daylight also increases as the days get
longer.

Plants need light to make food and to grow and reproduce. In spring the trees that had lost their leaves
in autumn start to bud and blossom. Crocus are considered by many to be the first spring flowers but
already the daffodils and tulips have emerged from the ground ready to bloom.
The warmer weather also brings hibernating animals back into the world including hedgehogs and
bees. The bees are very important as the trees and plants start to flower and pollination is needed by
the bees as well as the wind. New seedlings are taking root in the ground and starting to grow.
As the hedgehogs start to wake up from their hibernation you could put out some dog or cat food and
a bowl of water. Hedgehogs are nocturnal so you may not see them. You could make a hedgehog
house or leave a part of your garden with plenty of leaves and twigs. Sadly, the number of hedgehogs
has declined by 25% over the past 10 years so anything we can do to make our gardens hedgehog
friendly can only help them survive.
Many animals also have mating seasons during spring and give birth so we will see a lot of new
animals and birds around. Animals that have travelled to warmer climates over winter also return.
During spring, there is a lot more food available for the young and the regular rainfall means that the
grass grows well in the fields for the calves and lambs.
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When The Eye Has Gone
There has been much discussion of mental health in recent years with many support groups such as the
Scottish Children's Services Coalition raising concerns about the apparent lack of resources made available
by governments to ensure that young people have adequate support if they suffer from mental health issues
such as depression. Recent estimates suggest that 10% of children and young people aged 5-16 suffer from a
diagnosable mental health issue. That equates to three children in each school class. These shocking statistics
beg the question: what can be done politically and more widely to combat mental health issues and support
people suffering from them? To this end the Professional Cricketers Association recently commissioned a
play that dramatises the the life of Colin Milburn. This true story involves Milburn achieving massive
success playing Cricket for England, but having his career cut short by a car accident that results in him
losing sight in one eye. Unable to adjust to life without cricket, Milburn develops alcoholism and is found
one day dead in a pub car park. This tragic tale has been commissioned in order to raise awareness of
depression and other mental health issues both in and out of sport. The first showing of the play's National
Tour was held at Bolton School which gave a small group of Sixth Form pupils the opportunity to interview
the play's Director Shane Morgan and Dan Gaisford who plays Milburn as well as over 50 characters from
Milburn's past in this powerful one man show.

What themes and issues do you wish to explore in the play?
Naturally we wish to raise awareness of mental health issues, but we also wish to explore wider topics such
as how we hide behind masks as we are ashamed of perceived weaknesses.
Do you think that mental health issues are discussed openly and enough in sport?
Mental health is only just beginning to be discusses in sport. There are still instances of bullying or
dismissing mental health issues as people needing to 'man up'. There is much work to be done but we do see
a cultural shift towards accepting and supporting sportsmen and women who are suffering from mental
health issues.
Do you think that this play will help to remove the stigma attached to suicide?
Hopefully so. The more pieces like this that are written, and the more people are exposed to mental health
issues both on and off the stage then the more they will understand the tremendous pain felt by those who
commit suicide.
Do you thinks the play's message can be understood by those who do not follow Cricket?
Absolutely. Whilst the playwright is an ex-cricketer, he has used the sport as a spring board to examine
universal and important topics such as being trapped in the past and addiction.
How did you get inside of Colin's head?
We read a lot about Colin and crucially spoke to his best friend Hodge who sadly passed away one week
before opening night last year. Hodge helped the playwright to understand the problems that Colin had tried
to conceal under his life and soul act. Hodge was instrumental in composing this piece and in understanding
the man that was Colin Milburn.
What challenges come with the play being a one man show?
It can be pretty daunting as you are completely self reliant. It also requires stamina as the play is a physical
piece of theatre. However there are benefits, as you can break the fourth wall and integrate the audience into
the play.
Did you ever consider hiring a larger cast?

Absolutely not. We wanted the piece to be about Colin and so we felt that any extra actors would take us
further away from Colin and his story.
Do you consider the play to be a tragedy?
It is perhaps more of a tragi-comedy. Milburn uses comedy and joking around to combat instances of tragedy
in his life such as the accident and the loss of his career. The use of comic relief is a tribute to Colin who
fought his condition in the best way he knew: with a smile.
Sam Warburton, Editor

Wonder: Joint
Junior
Production by
Years 8 & 9
Wonder was the Joint Junior Production produced by a number of boys and girls in years 8 and 9. It
was a production chosen by Miss Lord. Wonder is a book written by R.J. Palacio- a novel about a boy
with facial deformity. The book focuses on August – The boy – and his journey through school. He
had never been to school before and was nervous but the book focuses on the power of kindness and
friendship and all the people that can take a person’s life from being miserable and depressing life.
It was very fun to produce this and as this was a book there was no actual script; so we had to devise it. To devise a play means to take sections from the book and create a script from this. As the author of this of course I took part in the play. I played the English teacher called Mr. Browne. This was
a funny and quite exciting part to play. I was curious to examine all the different aspects of this ingenious character created by a funny and exciting author. And although some scenes were extracted
from the book and edited to fit the play other were completely made up. For example the scene at the
camp was completely devised by the cast to fit what they thought their character was like.
The play hilarious to act in(and hopefully to watch as well) but it also still had to tackle some mature themes of bullying and being an outsider. As a cast we had never had to deal with anything like
this it made it harder to create. We used extracts from the book and our own imagination to explore
the wonder-ful and fascinating life of outsider August Pullman as he made new friends and was forced
to develop more confidence and curiosity and discovered new aspects of the life ahead of him.

My character – Mr. Browne – was great to play. He was hilarious, cheesy most of the time and also
had some very powerful points that could even be thought about in real life. For example “Mr.
Browne’s precepts”(Precepts are basically rules about really important things). The precept which is
mentioned is the September precept, “ when given the choice of being right or being kind, choose
kind”. This point is powerful and makes us think, “Is that what I would do?”. Is that what you would
do maybe take a minute to think about that now. Maybe take a minute to think about that when making important decisions. Personally before the play I would have most often chosen being right but
Wonder has opened my eyes to the the wonder-ful things just a little bit of kindness can do.
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The Cast of 'Wonder'
Muhammad Choudhary

Charlie Griffiths as the
bully - Julian

Thomas Britton as the main
character- August Pullman

Piers Skeels Caldwell as
Mr. Browne teaching his
English class

A trip to the Veda Mandir
Year 7 Trip
Muhammad Choudhary

During the start of the Easter term, year 7 had the opportunity to visit the Veda Mandir, on Chorley New Road. It was an
excellent experience to explore the depth of another religion (Hinduism) and we came back to school after learning new
facts! In this article I will show you different pictures of the Veda Mandir and will explain them.

This is the front side of the Veda Manidir.
You can see that there is the Aum (or Om)
symbol on the building. There is also an
orange flag which represents warm feelings.

After entering the Mandir, we placed our
shoes on the shoe rack and then proceeded
upstairs to the main shrine room. In the
main shrine room there were different
painting of Hindu gods and preachers. Below them were plaques where there was
the name of the person on the painting and
the price.

This is a picture of a Hindu calendar.

This is food for the worshippers to
give to the Gods.

This is the main shrine with Myrtis
(statues of gods and goddesses.)

World Book Day and Quiz
In order to commemorate World Book, 'The Bolt' team asked several members of staff about their favourite
novels. See if you can match the member of staff with the title. Answers will be published next edition or by
email requests to b16140@boltonschool.org.

Member of Staff

Novel

Miss C. Worth

Wuthering Heights

Mrs J. Johnson

To Kill A Mockingbird

Mrs M. Howarth

The Great Gatsby

Mr M. Pollard

Dr Zhivago

Mr N. Wyatt

The Hurricane: The
Turbulent Life &
Times of Alex Higgins

Mr K Brace

Child 44

Mr P. Davidson

Catch-22

Miss A. Holroyd

Sons and Lovers

Mr A. McNeil

Jane Eyre

Mr S. Heald

Watership Down

How to contact us at The Bolt

Follow us on Twitter at: @bolton_thebolt
Like our Facebook page: The Bolt Magazine
Email the Editor at: b16140@boltonschool.org
Or
Miss Brearley at: ksb@boltonschool.org
All editions are availible on the school website
Come along to meetings at 1:30 in B36 on Tuesdays
Listen out for notices in assemblies and see our notice board
on B corridor

