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Editor’s Note

Welcome to the fourth edition of 'The Bolt' for this academic
year.
This edition features a discussion of the legacy of former UK
Prime Minister Tony Blair.
We also discuss whether there is a crisis in our NHS.
On a more international level, we feature an article on the World
Poverty Crisis.
Moreover, we discuss the dangers of drugs.
For followers of Football, we discuss the misfortunes facing
Leicester City.
On a more positive note, we look back at the 'Miracle on the
Hudson'.
As we look forward to the Easter Holidays, we reflect on the
awakening of Spring.
We also feature reviews of two school productions and of a recent
trip to the Veda Mandir.
To mark World Book Day we have asked several teachers for
their favourite novels and have created a quiz to see how well
you know, or think you know, your teachers. Have a go!
And Miss Sherry is in the hot seat for a Day In The Life.
From all of 'The Bolt' team I hope you enjoy this edition.
Sam Warburton, Editor

A Day In The Life Of:
Miss Sherry
Why did you decide to become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I really enjoyed learning music at school
myself. I also wanted a job where I could work with young people and
continue to play music. I thought music teaching was a good combination
of the two!
Which subject do you teach?
Music
Why did you choose to work/train at Bolton School?
I first heard about the school when I was training to be a teacher. On my
University course the tutors spoke about Bolton School as an excellent
example of a Music Department. Years later a job came up and I just
decided to go for it.
Do you have a form?
Yes. 9c are my form.
Coke or Pepsi?
Diet coke.
Facebook or Twitter?
Facebook.
Tea or Coffee?
Both. Probably too much of it. If I had to choose I would pick coffee.
Milk, Dark or White Chocolate?
Milk chocolate. Twirl is my favourite.
What is your favourite book and why?
Anything Milan Kundera. The characters, writing style and philosophical
questions raised are what make his work intriguing to me.
What is your favourite film and why?
My favourite film is Annie Hall. This is directed and co-written by
Woody Allen. First released in 1977, it famously beat Star Wars for the
Best Picture Academy Award. The story puts a spotlight on the
relationship between the two main characters played by Woody Allen and

Diane Keaton. I love how neurotic the characters are, the music used in
the film and the dry humour.
What is your favourite food and why?
Anything really spicy! I try not to get into a rut with eating the same
meals all the time. I love trying new foods when travelling abroad.
Where is your favourite place in school and why?
My favourite place in school is the Great Hall. I love the organ and the
sheer size of it.
If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why?
I would be able to click my fingers and appear at any place in the world I
wanted.
If you could go back in time and meet anyone, who would you meet and
why?
Benny Goodman. Maybe he could give me a clarinet lesson or play a duet
with me. He has also worked with composers and performers in one of
my favourite segments of musical history.
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why?
I would be a dolphin because I read once that Dolphins can remember
their friends even when they have been separated for years.
If you could visit any place in the world, where would you go and why?
I would go to Cambodia. My sister lived there when she was 19 and always
talks about her time there. It is next on my travelling list.
Describe yourself in five words.
Friendly, scatty, empathetic, creative and spontaneous.
What are your interests?
Playing the clarinet, going to gigs, fitness, travelling and cooking.
What do you enjoy most about working here?
Working with the students and watching them grow up. I also like
working on the concerts with my department because it is a real team
effort from everyone involved.
What do you aim to accomplish in your time here?
To be seen by all as an effective, approachable and hardworking teacher,
who creates musical opportunities for the students.

Tony Blair: Enemy of the People?
Tony Blair is a very polarising public figure. It seems you either think he was one of the great British
Prime Ministers or you think he was a lying warmonger. There was an article named: “Stop Calling
Tony Blair a war criminal. The Left should be proud of his record.” On the other hand, there was
another article entitled, “Don’t be nostalgic about Tony Blair, his effect on Britain and beyond was
toxic.” There are even a multitude of websites either advocating for him or comparing him to the
devil. http://keeptonyblairforpm.com and www.arrestblair.org are just two examples.
Are both sides heavily exaggerated just to prove their point? After all, there is no black or white, just
shades of grey.
What went well...
Longest Reign
First of all, Tony Blair served as the Prime Minister of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 1997
to 2007. 10 years. He is the first and only Labour Leader to win three consecutive elections out of the
Party’s 117 year history. He won the 1997 general election with a massive landslide victory, with 418
seats going to Labour – 253 seats above major competitors, The Conservatives. In the 2001 general
election he also won with an enormous margin, 412 to 166. He won the 2005 general election with a
smaller margin. In terms of keeping his party in the government, there has never been a Labour leader
like him.
The new Forming of Britain.
Although criticized for moving the Labour party away from the Left and more towards the Right, he
did a lot for the working and lower middle class, even famously saying that, “We are all middle class
now.” His government established the first statutory minimum wage at £5.52 per hour.
He sorted out how the rest of the UK would run, not just England. He was crucial in ending a
centuries-old conflict with Northern Ireland. The process of back-channel talks with the Provisional
IRA started under Margaret Thatcher and continued under John Major. But it took Tony Blair to do a
deal with Gerry Adams and the Reverend Ian Paisley. That deal, including a devolved Assembly in
Northern Ireland, was part of a package of constitutional reforms which also included the devolution
to Wales and Scotland.
He launched the biggest hospital and school building program since the foundation of the welfare
state.
Under his term in office, Britain hit its highest employment rate.
During his term, Britain had hit record levels of literacy and numeracy in schools. In addition, young
people of age 14, 16 and 18 were achieving some of the best ever results. When speaking in a party
conference he said, “Ask me my three priorities for government, and I tell you: education, education,
education.” It seems like he delivered on that promise. There were also record numbers of students
entering higher education.
He was also pivotal in securing the bid for London to host the Olympics and Paralympics in 2012.
The crime rate dropped down by 32%, possibly due to the 14,000 more police added in England and
Wales. In addition to the increased police force, there was also a surge of 85,000 more nurses and
32,000 more doctors.

Before the Labour government of 1997, the waiting list for an operation was 18 months. You probably
could have died in that time. Despite the costs, they strived to reduce every single waiting list to 18
weeks. Amazingly, it was a success and to this day, hospitals and surgeries still attempt to adhere to
the 18 week waiting list rule.
What went wrong...
Spending
Although his huge effort to fund schools, the NHS and the other public sector organisations should
most definitely be seen as a positive, the money it took to enforce the push and to sustain the new
programme was too much, and would eventually be a major contributor to the British debt.
Feud with Gordon Brown
After the unfortunate death of John Smith, a new party leader had to be elected and this would
ultimately come down to a major battle between Tony Blair and Gordon Brown. Although the battle
never occurred, a rift had been formed between the two candidates that endured all the way until Tony
Blair stepped down. It is preposterous that personal ambitions for both of them took priority over
forming and changing Britain to help those who mattered most, the people. What could they have
achieved if they had worked constructively together?
Immigration
Even if one is enthusiastic about a small country such as Britain adding millions of people per decade
to its population, the Prime Minister should have put measures in place to ensure the migration level
was sustained sensibly. Instead, Blair and his colleagues rubbished anyone who expressed even mild
concerns about the impact. There was also considerable underestimation on the numbers of people
entering. The Office of National Statistics estimates that by 2035 the UK’s population will hit 73.2m,
an increase of almost eight million on today. Will Britain’s infrastructure and services be able to cope?
Given the fact that the entire Brexit debate seemed to be almost wholly surrounded by the issue of
immigration, did the lack of restrictions on immigration lead to the break from the EU?
What went terribly wrong...
Iraq War
Branded a “War Criminal” by some, a “sickening villain” by others – and much worse by many more,
the Iraq War, hailed as the “greatest intelligence failure in living memory”, was by far the lowest point
in Tony Blair’s time as Prime Minister.
Based on the misinterpretation of surveillance concerning Iraq’s production of Weapons of Mass
Destruction (WMDs), or lack thereof, Tony Blair immediately rallied with the United States of
America and George W. Bush and stood by him at all costs. The decision itself was hotly disputed,
including questions concerning whether he had misled the country in order to build his case for
committing to an invasion. If the American-led invasion was a success, he might have been forgiven,
but the failure was too great to be disregarded.
The 2003 invasion and occupation cost the lives of at least 100,000 – 500,000 Iraqis, helped to spread
terrorism and left in excess of two million refugees. In addition to this, approximately 200 British
soldiers were killed while 4000 were wounded in a conflict that was useless.
Many criticise Blair for allying himself with Bush too quickly. After a now infamous meeting
between Mr Blair and Mr Bush at the president’s ranch in Crawford, Texas, Mr Blair wrote to the

president setting out his latest thoughts. His six-page letter, dated July 28, 2002, was headed simply
“Note on Iraq” and assured the President of unconditional British support.
“I will be with you, whatever,” it began. These six words seemed to set Britain on an irreversible path
to war.
This war, in addition to the Afghanistan War, is said to have cost the UK £29bn, says the Royal United
Service Institute. This was a huge blow to the economy of Britain.
After the long awaited Chilcot Report, the inquiry found that the invasion was unnecessary but not
illegal. It also found that war was “not last resort” and “certainly not justified”. The name “America’s
Poodle” can be attributed to Blair after all. On the other hand, Blair accepts “full responsibility
without exception and without excuse.” However, is this any consolation to the families of those who
lost their husbands, sons, grandchildren in a war that was detrimental to both sides?
What happens next?
Much like any leader, this article barely scratches the surface of what remains a deeply compelling,
controversial and extraordinary story of a man rising through the ranks to become the most successful
Labour Leader since the party began, over a hundred years ago. As with all leaders, and all people for
that matter, no one is perfect. Tony Blair did great things for our country and the rest of the world.
However, he also fell short in some major areas. The fact that he thrust the British army into two
different wars within the space of three years is ludicrous – and this is just one example of
shortcomings.
Time and history will reveal how great a leader he was. Currently, it seems the public view him in a
negative light – but that could all change in the future.

Famous edit of Blair
taking a selfie in front of
an attack in Iraq,
emphasising the way many
people feel about him.

NHS in crisis? Operations
cancelled in the winter season.

It has been reported that the National Health Service (NHS) had to cancel operations during the winter season.
As more and more operations were due in, the practitioners could not simply carry out numerous operations at
once. They were left on hospital trolleys and some even died before they received a bed. NHS long waiters rises by 163%.
There are 3.7 million citizens in total on the waiting list. There were many over-full hospitals and lives were at extreme
risk. It is not NHS as an individual that is in humanitarian crisis, but it is particularly A&E. The British Red Cross
provided support to staff at East Midlands Ambulance Service.

101 year old women left on hospital trolley
Two women aged 101 years old were left on hospital trolley after
being left there for more than 24 hours in Tallaght hospital in
Northern Ireland. One of the women was on the trolley for at least 26
hours and the other received a bed after more than a day, claims her
family. The hospital is reviewing the case.
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WHAT CAN THE GOVERNMENT DO TO HELP THE NHS?
There are a large amount of amount of reasons the government could help save the NHS being in crisis. The NHS could
employ more doctors and nurses and general staff. More funds could be payed to the NHS, however if we are paying tax to the
government for medical aid and we are not receiving that care, then this is a severe matter and should be dealt with
immediately. More than half of British citizens support raising National Insurance to the NHS. Theresa May has vowed to press
on with seven days a week GP surgeries. Hospital beds can be bought so more people have a chance of receiving the care they
deserve. Theresa May can't fix the NHS and social care without spending.

EMPLOY MORE STAFF
TO SAVE THE NHS!

PAY MORE FUNDS TO
THE NHS! GET MORE
BEDS!

SAVE YOUR
COMMUNITY! SAVE
THE WORLD!
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The Problems facing the Eradication of World
Poverty
In late 2015, the UN released a set of Global Development Targets; of which the primary one was to
“end poverty in all its forms everywhere”. Their previous goal set in 1990, to halve the levels of
people in extreme poverty (as per the statistics in 1995) by 2015, was met five years earlier than
expected. But with climate change, increasing international tensions and unsustainable population
growth incessantly in the media, providing a daily backdrop to our lives, it is easy to forget just how
big a problem global poverty still is. According to the World Bank, approximately 650 million people
still live in what they call ‘extreme poverty’ today. With this in mind, given the other problems that
the world faces, is the UN’s target a realistic one, or is it simply just a pipedream?
Firstly, we must consider what the UN and the World Bank means by poverty, as the concept
is of course subjective. After all, compared to the richest in our society, we are all living in relative
poverty. However, the UN is talking about ‘extreme’ poverty which, after we have adjusted for
exchange rates and inflation, works out at around £1 a day. This is of course an incredibly little
amount of money, and the UN has been criticised for drawing the extreme poverty line at such a low
point. Many of us would struggle to live on a lot more than that, and so clearly claiming the ‘end of
poverty’ isn’t perhaps as grand as it seems. Regardless, it is indisputable that the UN’s aims are noble
and thoroughly worthwhile and as it is their plan that I am considering, I will look at the case in point
using their own definition.
In 1990, when the UN released targets to cut world poverty in half by 2015, China and India
accounted for a huge proportion of world poverty. But today, heralded by the incredible economic
growth of the two world powers, their poverty levels have dropped dramatically, and so has the rest of
the world with it. Since 1990, extreme poverty levels have dropped by more than one percent a year,
and if this was to continue to 2030, there is no doubt that in theory the UN’s targets could be met.
Unfortunately, China and India can no longer be the same driving force behind this decrease in
poverty that they have been for the previous quarter of a century. Although there are still huge
numbers of people living in China and India on less than £1 a day, the vast majority of the world’s
poverty is now concentrated in the Middle East and in Sub-Saharan Africa. Herein lies the problem.
Ignoring the effect that China and India have had on reducing poverty since 1990, we find that
poverty levels have only been reduced by 150 million people. A huge number, but one that doesn’t
sound so impressive when we consider that the population of Sub-Saharan Africa alone has risen by
120 million in that time.
This brings us onto what is perhaps the most worrying aspect of the planet’s future;
overpopulation. It seems that we are fighting a losing battle; as although the proportion of the world
living in poverty has decreased immensely over the last 25 years, the number of those who live in
poverty has not. While an incredibly intimidating one, this is by no means the only obstacle that
stands in the way of eliminating global poverty. Today, many of the world’s poorest people live in
rural areas, and it is becoming increasingly difficult to locate them and to engage in their societies.
There are obvious issues of communication with them; as many Sub-Saharan rural communities speak
languages that are native only to that particular settlement. Furthermore, these communities are often
very insular and may be wary of strangers and newcomers, even refusing the help of charities in some
cases.
It is clear that to meet the UN’s targets will be a difficult task. Over the past half a century,
economic growth has been concentrated in small areas of the world, and thus gulfs in economic
inequality have opened up between nations. While China, India and the West have enjoyed prosperous
levels of growth, those in Africa and some parts of Asia have failed to benefit from this. Thus, simply
maintaining our current levels of economic growth would not be enough. Levels of charitable
donation across the planet are already at an all-time high, and clearly while various charities have
helped millions of people across the world, they alone cannot solve the problems with poverty. What

is needed is for these Sub-Saharan countries to enjoy the same levels of growth that parts of Asia have
enjoyed. And for this to happen, the developed nations in the world must engage on a macroeconomic
level, investing in infrastructure and business. But, with the leader of the free world’s foreign policy
questionable to say the least, and the European Union facing attack from political parties in seemingly
every member nation, for them investing in Africa is not a priority. But perhaps it should be. Whether
these targets are reached or not, it is important to remember that poverty is decreasing, and that any
advancements made are a good thing. Yes, the UN’s targets may be just too much to reach, but there is
nothing wrong with having great aspirations. While I don’t believe there can be a total eradication of
poverty by 2030, I think we can certainly get a great deal closer to it.

By Luke Cavanaugh 12G

The UN are aiming to eradicate poverty by 2030

Sub-Saharan Africa, where most of
the world’s poverty is concentrated

Drugs
Drugs, as we all know, are illegal and potentially lethal. Some of these drugs include: cocaine,
cannabis/weed, heroine and LSD. But not all drugs are illegal, most of the medicine we consume do
actually classify as drugs.
Take, for example, hospital medicine. We consume the medicine because we are feeling ill but not
many people know that they are drugs. Doctors and scientists have to test if these drugs are stable
enough for the human body and if that is the case then this drug can be used in hospital and can be
bought via prescription (depending on if it is secure enough for our body). If the drugs is not secure
enough for our body it is illegal (like cocaine).
Sometimes people take illegal drugs for many reasons but the most common reason is because of
stress. Drugs (like cannabis) are depressants which mean they stop you from felling stressed and can
make you feel chilled out but little do people know is that after a little while it can have severe effects
on how your brain works. Depressants can make you feel very anxious and even paranoid. It also
would cause you to have something (which is similar to ADHD) which will not allow you to
concentrate and learn and makes your memory terrible.
Alcohol, on the other hand, is a legal drug but is not always used for medicinal purposes. People use it
to sterilise wounds and also to drink. Alcohol causes damages to your brain as well and may cause
some severe, long-term affects. Also alcohol causes memory loss and you may forget what you do
when you are drunk.
Overall I think drugs are safe but only when used in the correct manner and time. Drugs like cannabis
are still illegal but are being researched if they can be used for medicinal purposes. Illegal drugs are
something to stay away from as they can cause severe problems to your health and with your personal
record. If you are caught possessing or dealing drugs, the police can prohibit where you can go. For
example: you would not be able to go to schools, parks, and other places where children may be.
Owais Khalid

