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The Lower School
Play ‘Ernie’s
Incredible
Illucinations’

The Lower School Play ‘Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations’
The Lower School Production of Alan Ayckbourn’s comic play was both a delight
and great success. The boys delivered a slick and purposeful performance, but
clear enjoyment from all was also evident. Ernie Fraser, a young boy, has an active
imagination, but, to the horror of his family, his ‘illucinations’ have a tendency to
turn into reality. When, for instance, Ernie wonders what would happen if a squad
of soldiers were to turn up at his front door, having been tipped oﬀ about a secret
radio transmitter, inevitably hilarious moments ensue. In sheer desperation, Ernie’s
parents consult with a doctor and attempt to explain the strange events that have
been occurring (mountaineering in a local library, secret agents, a boxing
granny...!), but all does not go to plan.
A vibrant and lively cast were crucial to the play’s success. Owais Khalid relished
the opportunity to open the play in the role of a German oﬃcer, who threatened
that the audience would ‘never be seen again’ if they did not turn oﬀ their mobile
phones! Ernie was expertly played in a bright and knowingly mischievous manner
by Marcus Ashall-Payne and he was well supported by Matthew Settle and
Thomas Hothersall in the role of Ernie’s parents. The repartee between the two
was highly amusing with Thomas, the gruﬀ and broad Northerner alongside
Matthew’s elderly and rather fussy character.
Luke Pek portrayed the rather world-weary doctor very well, with his initial interest
soon bordering on impatience as he sought to dispense with the family in place of
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his full waiting room of what appeared to be particularly flu-ridden

Miss Holroyd, as an expert director and producer, chose a fun

patients. Another stand-out performance was that of Finley

and engaging play, perfectly suited to the cast, who all pulled oﬀ

Littlefair, Ernie’s elderly Auntie May, who appeared to enjoy

a great performance with aplomb. Thanks must also go to several

getting into a feminine and extrovert role. Ernie is determined to

other colleagues, who were involved in the production.

watch a boxing bout at a local funfair, much to his Auntie’s
chagrin. However, Ernie is shocked when his Auntie then
challenges the ruling champion and goes on to win the bout!
The supporting cast added a real sense of fun to the play, with
several boys taking on a variety of roles. The Fairground Touts
were particularly convincing in persuading the crowds of the
spectacles and acts available at the fair, and acted with both
confidence and sheer enjoyment.
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Victoria Hall
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Victoria Hall Concert joins with local primary schools

C

hoirs and musicians from five local primary schools joined pupils from Bolton
School Senior and Junior Schools in delivering a wonderful Spring Concert at
Bolton’s Victoria Hall. Children from Beaumont Primary School, Eagley Primary
School, Blackshaw Primary School, St Maxentius CE Primary School and St Peter’s
CE Primary School helped Bolton School perform A Bolton Suite and The Saga of
Fred.
Instrumentalists from the primary schools joined players from Bolton School’s Junior
Boys and Junior Girls’ Schools and the School’s Joint Senior Orchestra to perform A
Bolton Suite, written by the School Organist, Michael Pain. The piece incorporates all
standards and has four movements: A Distant Prospect of Bolton, In Rivington
Churchyard, Bradshawgate by Night and A Bolton Fanfare. Pupils from the five local primaries also lent their voices to the premiere of The Saga
of Fred, a tribute to Fred Dibnah, which has been written by Mrs Price, Director or Music in the Girls’ Division. They joined pupils from Hesketh
House and Park Road and the Girls’ Division’s Middle School Choir to sing this new folk song for Bolton.
Earlier, the concert had showcased a wide range of talented musicianship. The Joint Senior Concert Band had opened the evening with a
flawless playing of Peter Graham’s Windows of the World. The Senior Orchestra, directed by Boys’ Division Director of Music Mr Bleasdale,
oﬀered up melodious renderings of Overture to The Barber of Seville and Gershwin by George. The School’s Chamber Choir sang two arresting
pieces, Northern Lights and Sing a Song of Sixpence before the Senior Flute Quartet performed a bewitching Jour d’été à la montagne. The
School’s Senior Guitar Ensemble had everyone’s foot-tapping with their Montagne Sainte-Geneviève and Bamboléo oﬀerings and the Middle
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School Choir delighted with their rendering of I’ll Be There. The
Function Band, a new joint seven piece ensemble, made an
impressive debut with their renditions of Love on Top and Vida del
Funk.
There were also a stunning solo piece from Henry Webb on
drums, the recent winner of the Boys’ Division Young Musician of
the Year Award, who played Dark Matter.
The spectacular evening ended with the Massed Choir being
joined by the whole congregation in a rousing version of
Jerusalem and a retiring collection for Barnardo’s.
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Continued Water polo success for Under 18 team

T

he Under 18 Water polo team was commended by Headmaster Mr Britton,
who awarded them their national cup in a full assembly. It is the thirteenth
consecutive national English Schools’ Swimming Association (ESSA) Water polo
title that Bolton School has won. The School has dominated on the national stage
in all three age groups (Under 13, Under 15 and Under 18) in every season since
2013-14.
The original national finals, due to be held in early March, were postponed due to
the ‘Beast from the East’ and rearranged for late March at Northampton. Six teams
competed and Bolton School found itself up against Haberdashers’ Askes in the
first round, who they overcame 7-2. In the Quarter-final, they beat Trinity 4-2 and
comprehensively overcame KES Birmingham, 8-0, in the Semi-final. This set up a
re-match with Trinity in the Final, who they saw oﬀ by 5 goals to 2 to secure the
School’s ongoing run of winning national titles at all age levels.
Captain and Junior International, Harrison Barker-Smith, was the tournament’s
Most Valuable Player, Thomas Yates was top goal scorer, Jos Winstanley collected
his seventh winner’s medal and Matthew Schaﬀel was goalkeeper of the
tournament.
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success

Pupils celebrate Duke of Edinburgh Award success

T

he annual Joint Duke of Edinburgh Awards Ceremony took place this week,
giving family members and staﬀ an opportunity to celebrate the achievements of
pupils who have completed Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards.
Mr Britton gave an introduction to Outdoor Learning at the School. He spoke
about the fundamental aspects of the ethos of the Duke of Edinburgh Awards,
which are shared by Bolton School: service, challenge, physical activity, leadership
and teamwork. He also commented on the shared experiences and cemented
friendships that come from completing Duke of Edinburgh Awards.
The guest speaker for the evening was Old Boy Charlie Boscoe, who attended the
Boys’ Division from 1995 to 2002. During that time, he was a Monitor, completed
Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards and enjoyed international trips with
the Outdoor Pursuits department. After leaving school, his passion for outdoor
pursuits continued, with many more adventurous expeditions and he is now a
broadcaster and writer, presenting coverage of World Cup rock climbing events
and writing mountain guidebooks. He flew to the UK from Moscow to speak at the
Awards Ceremony and returned to Austria the following day.
The theme for Charlie’s address was his theory that taking action is the most
important thing in leading an adventurous life. He spoke briefly about some of the
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trips he took part in through School, including the amazing

conversation, even though it was outside his comfort zone and

experience of visiting the Himalayas at the age of 16, and

not something that his A Level Russian lessons had prepared him

encouraged pupils to take every opportunity oﬀered to them. His

for, was one of his personal greatest Duke of Edinburgh

message was centred around five of his many adventures and the

achievements. He added that the small achievements that help

lessons he learned from them, but, before he began, he gave an

define Duke of Edinburgh should be celebrated at the Awards

important caveat. He said that real adventure is not like a Bear

Ceremony, as well as the large ones.

Grylls TV programme where there’s a helicopter and a crew that
can come to the rescue: there are real risks and consequences,
and he reminded pupils that they need to take things one step at

The evening was a wonderful celebration of all that can be
achieved through Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

a time.
Several pupils were also invited to the stage to speak about their
Duke of Edinburgh experiences as part of the ceremony.
Johnathan Topping in Year 12 talked about the activities he took
part in for the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award and the benefits of
his weekly sessions in the gym, helping to look after horses, and
volunteering at Pets’ Corner: three things he had no prior
experience with, which helped him to gain confidence and
transferrable skills.
Luke Cavanaugh, who has completed the Gold Award, talked
about his experience of the residential section. He took part in an
intensive week-long Russian course in Moscow. He described a
visit to the Gulag Museum, which he and his group decided to
explore individually, and during which an elderly Russian man
came up to him and began to talk emotionally about the prison
camps. He said challenging himself and sustaining that
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Founders and Benefactors Assembly

T

he Bank Holiday was the anniversary of the death of Lord Leverhulme, who died in 1925. Marking the occasion, in what is now an annual
event, Headmaster Mr Britton gave an insight into the history of Bolton School in his Founders’ and Benefactors’ Assembly.
Boys from Years 7-13 were reminded that the first record of Bolton School as a going concern dates back to 1516, the same year that Henry VIII was
looking for a son with his first wife! The Headmaster also touched upon Robert Lever endowing what was the Bolton Grammar School in 1644, the
same year as the Siege of Bolton in the English Civil War, and on the formation of Bolton School (Boys’ Division and Girls’ Division) as we know it
today in 1915 by Lord Leverhulme. However, Mr Britton chose to focus on two more recent events in this year’s assembly: the building of the
Chemistry block and The Tillotson Pavilion, both of which occurred sixty years ago in 1958.
Sixth Form students Thomas Mair and Sa'ood Mulla delivered brief insights into what the world and Bolton were like in that year and noted that it
was the year that Sir Ian McKellen left as Captain of the School. The Headmaster praised the tenure of Mr Poskitt who was Head from 1933-66 and
eﬀectively oversaw much of the building of the School that we recognise today. In 1957 the East Wing was completed, which allowed an expansion
of student numbers and the Chemistry Department determined to move out of the main school building and, thanks to the benefaction of local
businesses, moved to its own stand-alone, purpose-built block. Two scholars that watched it being built went on to great things in the field.
Professor Malcolm Stevens OBE FRS was awarded the Oﬃcer of the Order of the British Empire for his work in the fight against cancer; he now
gives support to current pupils through the Stevens Bursary Fund. Professor Sir Harry Kroto was given a knighthood and the Nobel Prize for
Chemistry for his part in the discovery of buckminsterfullerenes, also known as “buckyballs”, carbon atoms found in the form of a ball.
Considering the Tillotson Pavilion, the Head told how this was opened by Fred Tillotson, who was the key benefactor in its construction. The School
has been linked with the Tillotson family for many generations, including with Marcus Tillotson who lent his name to the School’s prestigious
Tillotson lectures and, in the present day, Peter Tillotson will shortly deliver a dedication to the large outdoor clock, which was recently installed on
the Pavilion. The Head told the boys that they should embed themselves in a shared history. He also said that all the aforementioned and successful
former pupils told him upon their return that it was not just the qualifications that they left Bolton School with that set them up for success, but the
attitude and approach to life that they had had instilled in them.
The assembly ended with the singing of the recently reintroduced School Song Forty Years On.
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Sixth Form
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Run

Sixth Form Charity Fun Run

T

he annual Sixth Form Boys’ Charity Fun Run took place in glorious sunshine
on the Levels. Boys donned an array of unusual attire and made their way around
the course three times to raise money for Wipe Your Tears.
Dylan Feingold in Year 13, who is head of the Charities Committee, explained, “We
chose Wipe Your Tears because we wanted to support a charity that was local and
we hadn’t raised money for a children’s charity yet this year. It’s a really good
cause as the money will go towards helping really ill children.”
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Boys learn about local apprenticeships

R

epresentatives from local accountants and business advisors Cowgill Holloway
visited students in the Sixth Form to discuss their Apprenticeship Scheme. Lisa Wilson, a
partner at the firm, was joined by Old Boy Adam Flynn, who left Bolton School in 2016 after
his A Levels and went on to be an apprentice at Cowgills.
Talking to a group of interested students, Lisa and Adam were able to reveal what is involved
in an apprenticeship and what they would get out of it. Adam, in particular, highlighted the
mentoring he has received at Cowgills.
They also talked about how to apply and what the company is looking for in an application:
this included the level of academic ability, but also personality, initiative and additional skills.
Lisa advised the Sixth Form students on how best to sell themselves in their application and
CV and in their interviews.
Adam was asked whether anything he had done at Bolton School had particularly helped
him in his career so far. He talked about his involvement in the School football teams which
led to him gaining a refereeing qualification: he said that his experiences dealing with players
and spectators on the football pitch has been particularly useful in dealing with creditors.
Overall this was a very useful and informative session for the students with an interest in
Cowgill Holloway apprenticeships. It was also a great opportunity for them to hear from a
former pupil who has recently been through the process.
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Alumni and Students celebrate GB Water polo

T

he Great Britain Men’s Under 19 Water Polo team has qualified for this summer’s European Championships for the first time in a
decade, with four players on the team who have a connection to Bolton School. Year 13 student Harrison Barker-Smith and alumni Bill
Moores, Ben Ray and Ben Riding all played in the qualifying tournament, which was held in Manchester from 11 to 13 May.
The Bolton School connection runs deeper: the Under 19 team’s Assistant Coach was Boys’ Division Water polo coach Mr McGinty and
the Team Manager was former parent Colin Walsh.
The team came second in the LEN Group C Qualifying Tournament following fixtures against Lithuania, Ukraine and Greece. They will
now go forward to play at the European Championships in Minsk, Belarus, in August.
Girls’ Division Year 12 student Thea Simpson has also been selected to
play for the England Women’s U19 team at the Senior Women’s EU
Nations Tournament this weekend (25 to 27 May) in Brno, Czech
Republic. At the start of the academic year she was invited to join the
U19 squad, and has now been named as one of the thirteen players
who will represent England in this Senior competition.
Bolton School alumni faced oﬀ in an England vs. Scotland exhibition
match on 12 May. Aaron Winstanley, Lewis Daley and Elliot Makin
played for the England team while Ed Grundy was on the opposing
Scottish team. This was part of a three-match extravaganza, which took
place in between the Under 19 qualification tournament matches.
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Manchester House Collection for Bolton Hospice

M

anchester House, one of the four Houses, has
been working hard collecting items of clothing during a
recycling themed week, which have been passed on to
Bolton Hospice.
Gratefully collecting the donation, Felicity Ransom,
Marketing and Database Manager at Bolton Hospice, said:
"I am delighted to collect these clothes, which we can
easily sell on through our ten shops across the town. The
money will then be very much welcomed by the Hospice."
Sixth Form students Peter Johnson, Luke James, Dylan
Feingold and Harvey Haworth handed over the items
which were collected by boys across Years 7 to 13 in
Manchester House.
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Innovative Parents’ Associations engage parents

A

ctive collaboration between school, pupils and parents has always been
essential to the successful development of a child. It might be reasonably argued
that it is more critical today than it ever has been with youngsters facing issues
that many parents feel ill-equipped to deal with such as social media misuse,
exam stress and mental health and well-being.
Helen Critchlow, Parent Governor of the Boys’ Division Parents’ Association
(BDPA) at Bolton School describes how the Parents’ Associations at Bolton School
have adapted: “We have recognised that we need to move with the times and to
think creatively to ensure there is meaningful engagement from parents which, in
turn, helps them raise their child. Gone are the days of a PA just being about
raising funds for the School to spend; we now need to help parents navigate
through the teenage years. Our recent introduction of a series of talks focusing on
the “Teenage Journey” has done just this and has proved very popular. Parents
can learn from a mixture of professionals and practitioners in areas such as
substance abuse, homework and revision best practice, social media, diet and
exercise, life balance and emotional health; at the same event, just by talking to
each other, they can learn from other parents who are facing or have faced the
same concerns.”
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Both the Boys’ Division and Girls’ Division PAs have a strong

or to meet and socialise with other parents and staﬀ and share

presence on the School’s annual Open Morning in October, where

experiences of school life.

they play a central role in talking to enquiring parents, allaying
their fears and smoothing the transition to Senior School. All
parents are automatically enrolled into both Senior Schools PAs
when their child begins in Year 7 and are encouraged to get
involved and stay up to date through activities posted on web
pages and social media – both PAs now have their own logos!
The two associations often work together and there is also
collaboration with the School’s Junior and Infant Schools’ PAs.

The Girls’ Division has recently benefited from a new Year 11
Common Room, classroom signage, sports kit, wooden benches,
Great Hall blinds and money is currently being saved to help fund
the refurbishment of the girls’ theatre. Boys have benefited across
the curriculum, including equipment for their recording studio, a
new learning support area, cricket equipment, water-polo floating
goals, kayaks, tents, drama studio lighting, drums and rollerskates!

Fundraising remains an integral part of what both PAs do. Both
associations meet regularly, half-termly for the Boys’ Division and
at least termly for the Girls’ Division, with various sub-committees
planning diﬀerent activities throughout the year. Funds are raised
by the PAs through annual key events such as the Girls’ Division
Fireworks Display and Burns’ Night as well as through ad hoc
events such as coﬀee mornings and gin-tasting. In addition, there
are regular School Balls and Family Festivals and Fairs. Further
money is raised through the girls’ pre-loved uniform sales and
boys’ lost property and second-hand uniform store as well as
through an Easyfundraising online venture. Both associations
work hard to raise funds for school equipment, and activities
include the sale of Bolton School branded Christmas puddings
and wine, plant and bulb sales, alongside light refreshments at
School shows. Parents welcome these events, either as an
opportunity to help out and ‘do their bit’ in otherwise busy lives,
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Year 10 learn Leadership with the Army

P

upils in Year 10 enjoyed a challenging morning with the Army North West
Outreach Team as they worked on their leadership and teamwork skills. Pupils
were put through their paces on a variety of ‘Command Tasks’, which have been
designed to engage their problem solving abilities and resilience while also
learning to work more eﬀectively together.
The tasks included a mixture of physical and mental components. The ‘Gun
Runner’ task required them to remember how to set up their ‘gun’ but also asked
them to race across the width of the Dobson Road Quad twice while carrying the
heavy equipment needed to do so. Transporting a stretcher and kit from one side
of a ‘pond’ to the other using ropes and recovering items from the centre of a
‘minefield’ also needed both careful thought and physical ability to complete.
Every activity on the carousel required pupils to work as a team and helped all of
the boys to consider good leadership qualities and communication skills as the
morning progressed.
In addition to the activities, pupils had the opportunity to learn more about life in
the Army and ask questions. Year 10 enjoyed the challenges they faced with the
Army North West Outreach Team and had fun developing a host of transferrable
skills.
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School musicians perform at Bolton Parish Church

O

n Tuesday 8 May, eight musicians from the Bolton
School Foundation performed to a very appreciative audience
at Bolton Parish Church as part of the church’s lunchtime
concert series.
The repertoire performed ranged from a reflective Chopin
piano Nocturne to a foot-tapping solo electric guitar item,
together with vocal, piano and trombone solos, and a vocal
duet. Congratulations to Jean-Paul Asumu, Ellen Bate,
Nicholas Clark, Jamie Death, William Miles, Harry Paterson,
James Stevens and Thomas Yates on their splendid
performances.
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Primary school pupils enjoy Football Festival

T

eams from more than 50 local primary schools flooded the pitches at Bolton
School to take part in the annual Football Festivals. The non-competitive Year 3-4
event took place on Tuesday and was followed by the Year 5-6 tournaments on
Thursday. The emphasis throughout both Festivals was on good sportsmanship,
based on the ESFA Code of Conduct.
70 teams took part in friendly six-a-side matches in the Football Festival for pupils
in Years 3 and 4. Teams enjoyed ‘round robin’ matches, playing all of the other
teams in their group. With fifteen games taking place simultaneously on the Bolton
School playing fields all through the late afternoon, the Football Festival made a
wonderful spectacle and the children had fun in spite of some drizzle.
The Year 5-6 Football Festival enjoyed far better weather and was even larger, with
85 teams taking part and 17 pitches in use. Always a hugely popular event, the
tournament is now split into the A Team competition, the B Team competition and
the Girls’ competition, each with its own cup and always hotly contested.
The A team competition saw Lostock and St James’ Daisy Hill face one another in
a dramatic Semi-final which ended 0-0 and came down to sudden death penalties,
won by Lostock. Meanwhile, Markland Hill won their Semi-final against Prestolee
4-0. The Final was very closely matched, with both teams in fine form and cheered
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on by their passionate supporters. However, when the final
whistle blew, the score was 1-3 to Markland Hill, the winners for
the second year running.
Markland Hill were also represented in the final of the Girls’
competition, where they faced St Saviour after both teams won
their Semi-finals. Again, the final was extremely close and ended
with no goals scored. This meant that the Girls’ winner was
decided on sudden death penalties, and, this year, the cup went
to St Saviour.
The B Team competition Semi-finals were won by Ladybridge and
St Michael’s C of E, and there were dramatic scenes as the
scores increased on both sides. The winning team was ultimately
Ladybridge with a final score of 6-3.
The Football Festivals were arranged by Bolton School’s Head
Football Coach and former Bolton Wanderers’ goalkeeper, Mr
Keith Branagan, who is also the PE Programme Manager for the
Bolton Sports Alliance. Pupils from the Boys’ Division assisted at
the Year 3-4 Football Festival by volunteering as referees for the
children’s matches.
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Bolton Children’s Fiction Award

I

n recent weeks, pupils across Bolton have been voting for their favourite book
shortlisted for the Bolton Children’s Fiction Award 2018, which is decided entirely
by young readers. Children who have read three or more of the six books on the
shortlist are eligible to vote.
This year, Bolton School had a huge number of pupils who could vote for their
favourite book. There were so many that the voting itself became a friendly
competition between the Boys’ and Girls’ Divisions to see which could cast the
most votes! At one point, both halves of the school were neck and neck with only
one vote between them.
Both boys and girls have really enjoyed reading through the shortlisted books,
discussing them with the Librarians, writing reviews and reasons to read each
story, and finally choosing their favourites.
Voting at Bolton School has now closed. All that remains is for the votes from
across Bolton to be counted up, ready for the big reveal at the Bolton Children’s
Fiction Award Ceremony on Wednesday 4 July.
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ISM Silver Music Certificate is Reward for GCSE Success

B

olton School Boys’ Division has been awarded the Incorporated Society of
Musicians (ISM)/ISM Trust’s Silver Certificate. This means that more than 15% of all
the school’s GCSE students achieved an A* to C in GCSE music and it places the
School in the top 187 schools across the England.
In its third year, the ISM/ISM Trust GCSE certificates recognise schools’ achievement
in music and celebrates their commitment to music education shown by the high
uptake and achievement of their pupils.
Headmaster Mr Britton said: “Just like the Girls’ Division, we are delighted to receive
the ISM Silver Certificate. Boys regularly take part in large-scale concerts and
musicals and we have over 30 ensembles rehearsing on a weekly basis, many of
which are known nationally. Indeed, in these times when the creative arts are being
squeezed in many schools, I am proud of all that we oﬀer in this field. Pupils also
enjoy an incredible range of opportunities in Drama and Art as we work towards the
Platinum Artsmark.”
Deborah Annetts, Chief Executive of the ISM, the professional body for musicians,
congratulated the school, and said: ‘Music is a valuable subject, it brings value in
itself to pupils as well as supporting achievement in other subjects. Music also opens
doors and generates educational opportunities for pupils from all backgrounds. We
are delighted that Bolton School values music within its school curriculum and we
are delighted to recognise this high level of achievement with this certificate.’
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