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National
Water polo
teams visit

National Water polo teams visit

B

olton School was delighted to host the Australian Under 17
schoolboys and schoolgirls and Romanian Under 17 National
Water polo teams ahead of their English Schools’ Swimming
Association (ESSA) international triangular tournament, which
also involved their English counterparts. The School’s elite
athletes met up with the three squads and there was a welcome
talk from Ian Elliott,
Chair of England
Water Polo ahead of
a lunch and tour of
the school.
The weekend games
took place at the

they were joined by fellow City of Manchester Water polo team
player and former pupil Lewis Daley, who was Assistant Coach,
and Bolton School teacher and former pupil Aaron Winstanley.
England Team Manager for the tournament was Dr. M. Yates, a
teacher and Water polo coach and the School's Head Water polo
Coach Mr. A. McGinty was part of the organising team along with
former Head of Sport Trevor Pledger and Colin Walsh. The first
game at BL1 was started by Councillor John Byrne throwing the
ball into the water in the presence of Head of Leisure Trust Dave
Singleton.
Junior Girls' Water polo players watched the action, alongside
Junior Boys players, who were escorted by their teacher Mr.
Winstanley.

East Manchester

England beat Australia 11-9, but lost out to a strong Romanian

Leisure Centre and

team, which left them as group winners with England second

the Jason Kenny

and Australia third. There was also an Under 17 match between

Centre, Bolton. Two

England and Australia girls and a game between England and a

Year 11 boys, Thomas

Manchester Select Team.

Yates and Jensen
Myerscough, played in
the England team and

Bolton School students Thea Simpson and Marcus Crompton
will play against the Australians in their final tour match in
London on Saturday 15 December before they return home.
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Vast variety
at Autumn
Concert

Vast variety at Autumn Concert

V

aried ensembles and groups performed familiar tunes in a broad range of
musical styles at the Autumn Concert. Director of Music Mr. Bleadsale began by
reflecting on the 400 individual music lessons taking place each week in the Boys’
Division, and the fact that the School teaches music as part of the Lower School
curriculum, enabling the whole of Year 8 to provide a fantastic finale to this event.
The first item on the programme was the Drum Corps, which provided a dramatic
opening to the evening’s music with ‘Swinging Accents’ and ‘Rolling in Rhythm’.
Next, the Joint Senior Concert Band performed ‘Highlights from La La Land’ and
Chick Corea’s ‘Spain’, which included some great brass solos.
The Tuned Percussion Ensemble skilfully played two instantly recognisable pieces:
‘Summertime’ and ‘Moondance’. They were followed by the Ukuleles Ensemble
performing ‘Limehouse Blues’ and ‘Hey Jude’.
Next to take centre stage was the Brass Group, playing ‘William Tell’ and ‘Singin’
in the Rain’. The Steel Pans Group then performed ‘Spanish Eyes’ and ‘Yellow
Bird’, followed by the Senior Guitar Group playing ‘Livin’ On A Prayer’.
In the first vocal performance of the evening, the Joint Chamber Choir delighted
the audience with renditions of ‘The Way You Look Tonight’ and a stunning
arrangement of ‘The Writing’s On The Wall’, featuring several solos.
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The Classical
Guitar Quartet
performed
‘Allegro (from
RV 93 in D
Major)’ by
Antonio Vivaldi.
The last
instrumental
group to
perform was the Joint Jazz Band, playing ‘Mercy, Mercy, Mercy’,
‘Basin Street Blues’ and ‘Born to be Wild’.
Finally, to bring the concert

toes or quietly singing along. At the end, Headmaster, Mr. Britton

to a close, the whole of Year

led the audience in another round of applause to congratulate the

8 stood to sing three pieces:

young musicians and to thank staﬀ in the Music Department, who

‘Paradise’, ‘It Must Be Love’

helped to put the whole evening together.

and ‘Pompeii’. This made a
spectacular end to the
evening’s music and all of
the boys performed well,
especially the soloists.
It was a thoroughly enjoyable
evening, with many
members of the audience
unable to resist tapping their
5
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Lecture

‘Sailing for Gold’ at the Tillotson Lecture

T

he 46th annual Tillotson Lecture was given by Old Boy
John Derbyshire OBE, whose involvement with the Royal
Yachting Association (RYA) British Sailing Team spans 32 years
as a coach, Olympic Manager and Director of Racing. He spent
the whole day in school, during which he was interviewed by
young sailor Thomas Platt in Year 11 about his experiences, and

the evening, Sixth Form students and other members of the
School community gathered in the Great Hall for his Tillotson
address.
After a welcome from Headmaster Mr. Britton and a brief
introduction from School Captain Matthew Schaﬀel, John took
centre stage to reflect on his career, provide insight into Olympic
Sailing and explain how Great Britain became one of the best
sailing nations in the world.
He was first grabbed by this physical and tactical sport while still
a pupil at Bolton School between 1963 and 1974. He said that it
was the mental side of sailing which really interested him,
describing it as “chess on water”, with sailors anticipating wind
shifts and the movements of other boats in order to be
successful.
After leaving Bolton School, he briefly went into teaching;
however, in 1984, he had the opportunity to work at the National
Sailing Centre as a coach, and from there successfully
interviewed to become an Olympic coach. His first Olympic

also met with gifted and talented sports pupils over lunchtime. In

Games in 1988 was “the most amazing experience”: he recalled
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the incredible roar of the crowd during the opening ceremony and

shift, which meant that sailors didn’t just want to be the best in

several other unforgettable moments from those Games.

the country, but the best in the world.

However, for the 1996 Olympics, he was hit with disappointment
as he was not selected as the laser coach. He dealt with this by
getting involved with Paralympic sailing, and after being chosen
as the Paralympic coach, they won a gold medal. Looking back
on this experience, he advised the audience to “try to find a
positive” from disappointment.

John went on to speak about the 2012 home games in London,
during which he was the Performance Director. The sailing target
was four to six medals, but he also planned to leave behind a
legacy for the future of sailing. This included facilities and the
establishment of a training base, securing sponsorship for the
next Olympic cycle and inspiring the next generation: all of which

Moving on to talk more broadly about his approach to leadership

he managed to achieve. He also briefly talked about some of the

as his career progressed, he said that coaching is in essence

VIPs he escorted during the 2012 Olympics, including Princess

“creating the environment for athletes to be the best they can

Anne, David Cameron and the Duchess of Cambridge.

be.” He talked through the values he set for the British sailing
teams, which not only included passion, innovation and a
commitment to excellence, but also honesty and collaboration
between all sailors on the team, despite the fact that they were in
competition with each other for Olympic places, and the
importance of having fun.
He discussed two more Olympic Games in detail. First was the
“interesting and challenging” Sydney Olympics of 2000, which
saw the youngest team ever win three gold and two silver medals,
smashing their target of three medals in total. This was the
fulfilment of a programme of supporting young sailors, which
John suggested after his 1996 Olympic disappointment. The
success of 2000 transformed the sport: with Lottery funding,
sailors could become full-time athletes, and there was a culture
8

Bringing this section of his talk to a close, John pointed out that

after becoming a coach, and the diﬃculties of not having enough

between 1980 and 1996 Great Britain won just five sailing

time to do both well. However, he said that since his retirement

medals, but since then have secured rwenty-four: a massive

this year, he has got back into the sport again!

improvement.

Vice-Captain Bilal Asghar led a vote of thanks to bring the

Next, he talked about the future of sailing and how the team

evening to a close, after which guests were invited to the Riley

secures its funding through evidence, which is gathered by

Centre for refreshments.

establishing “what it takes to win” and creating performance
profiles for each sailor, so that every element of their race can be
analysed and improved. He also talked about the training for
Tokyo 2020, which is now underway, and the facilities that the
team is making use of in Japan.

The Tillotson Lecture was established in 1971 at the behest of the
late Marcus Tillotson, and since then has become a major public
event in the School calendar. The series has attracted eminent
speakers, including notable alumni like John, who have delivered
thought-provoking lectures to the School community.

Finally, he said that although he didn’t have a plan when he left
school, he gradually built on the opportunities that came along.
He reassured pupils in the audience who might be in the same
position, saying: “You never know when the thing you want to do
with the rest of your life will come along. When it does, grab it,
take a chance and have some fun.”
The floor was then opened up to questions. John talked again
about his favourite Olympics and favourite host city, which in both
cases was Sydney, and described the importance of being
respectful of other cultures and transferring knowledge when
travelling to the Olympic Games. When asked about the
innovations in sailing, he said that there is “a constant stream of
good ideas”, but everything must stay within the rules. He also
talked about his experience of continuing to sail for a few years
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TES Senior School of the Year award shortlisting

B

olton School (Girls' Division and Boys' Division) has been
shortlisted in the Senior School of the Year category in the 2019
TES Independent School Awards. The prestigious awards
recognise the most outstanding individuals and institutions that
the independent sector has to oﬀer. The School is one of only
two northern schools amongst the eight nominations. The other
schools are Brighton College, Hurstpierpoint College, King’s High
School, Reigate Grammar School, Sheﬃeld High School for
Girls, Trinity School and Wimbledon High School. It means
Bolton School will also be in with a chance of winning the
Independent School of the Year Award.
In a joint statement, Headmaster, Mr. Britton and Headmistress,
Miss Hincks said: “We are delighted with our shortlisting, which
recognises all the ‘extras’ that we oﬀer. Our pupils’ volunteering
in the community eﬀorts were recently highlighted when we
became the first school to win the Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service; we also host and organise numerous events for local
schoolchildren such as the Bolton Fiction Award and our Football
Festival, as well as evening enrichment lectures that are open to

and the vast range of extra-curricular opportunities that our
pupils enjoy.”
TES Editor Ann Mroz said: “Independent education in this
country is truly world class. It’s one of our great success stories.
And those shortlisted for the TES Independent School Awards
are the crème de la crème. We received a record number of
entries this year and the standard is the highest yet, so to be
shortlisted is an extraordinary achievement for any school.”
The Bolton School entry focused on the wide range of extracurricular achievement, student volunteering, the School’s work
with and in the community, as well as pupils’ academic success.
The winners will be
revealed at a gala
awards evening at
the Grosvenor
House Hotel, Park
Lane, London on 1
February 2019.

the public. Our selection also recognises our academic success
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Students sign
up to save
lives

Students sign up to save lives

S

tudents at Bolton School have signed up to be potential lifesavers as part of a
campaign to educate young people about blood, organ and stem cell donation.
Fifty students joined the Anthony Nolan stem cell donor register at an event in the
Sixth Form on 20 November, following educational sessions. Anthony Nolan uses
its register to match potential donors to blood cancer patients in desperate need
of a lifesaving stem cell transplant.
Bolton School has hosted presentations from Anthony Nolan’s education
programme, The Hero Project, since 2014. During this time, hundreds of students
have been educated about lifesaving donations and many have registered as
potential stem cell donors. If they are found to be a match, they could go on to
save the life of a blood cancer patient.
Heather Tunstall, Senior Teacher, said: “The importance of the work Anthony
Nolan’s education team carry out cannot be underestimated. It has aﬀected our
own students profoundly and both the Boys’ and Girl’s Divisions look forward to
welcoming them again next year.”
Katie Day, Education Programme Lead at Anthony Nolan, said: "Bolton School
gives us fantastic support. There are lots of myths about donation and we aim to
dispel those and encourage more people to join the donor register. We’re really
grateful to the schools and colleges who give us the opportunity to do that.
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Students show
Creativity and
Business
Acumen

Students show Creativity and Business Acumen

F

our teams of Year 12 students congregated in the Arts
Centre for the Final of the annual Business Challenge; these were
the winning teams from the business plans pitched on the initial
competition day. The students had just a week to refine their
varied concepts and perfect their presentations in preparation for
the Final, where they had to present their idea once again in front
of a panel of judges in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ style contest to see
which business was worthy of receiving potential funding.

initiative. “The four finalist teams in this year’s competition have
really impressed both with their presentations and the products
they have devised to take to market. The students have exhibited
the skills that employers are seeking – not just intelligence and
good delivery skills, but real business acumen and creativity. You
have used your influencing skills well and what we have seen
tonight bodes well for your future careers.”
Winning the competition overall was Napee; the judges were
impressed by an innovative idea which would help to alleviate a

The judging panel this year was made up of: Governor Roger

major world environmental problem. In second place was The

Gould, Stephanie Foster, a Careers Coach and Phil Warriner, a

Puppy Place, a dog café in Manchester’s Northern Quarter which

former BT employee, all with extensive entrepreneurial

also aims to work with mental health charities; in third place was

experience.

Trail and Tail, a business retailing a pet collar with a host of extra

Each of the teams presented their business ideas to the judges,
peers, staﬀ and family and then answered searching finance and
marketing questions from the judges. They also clarified issues
such as the level of competition in the marketplace, as well as
questions specific to their business ideas and presentations.
Before announcing the winner, Stephanie Foster on behalf of the
judges, praised all of the teams' endeavour, teamwork and

features such as GPS, fitness tracking and a scent diﬀuser and
in fourth position was Body Sense, who oﬀered an infrared
sensor that scans body temperature and automatically adjusts
the room temperature to the optimum.
All of the finalists received prizes, and the Napee team, made up
of Ollie De Blainsin, Nathan Hayes, Joseph Leary, Lauren-Rae
McGann, Sana Thagia and Charley Wakefield, was presented
with the Business Enterprise trophy at the end of the evening.
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School’s Creative Talents revealed at Art Exhibition

A

n Open Art Exhibition, running for a week and curated by the Art Department
and PA on behalf of the entire Bolton School Foundation, has revealed amazing 'inhouse' artistic talent across a wide range of creative disciplines.
Opening the event, Art Teacher Mrs. M. Ryder talked about the history of art and how
it has always been fundamental to humankind. Headmaster Mr. Britton was delighted
to share with the audience that the Boys’ Division had recently been awarded
Platinum Artsmark status and both he and Miss Hincks, Headmistress of the Girls’
Division, spoke of how creativity is particularly important in today’s world. They both
commended the community for delivering such a rich and varied collection.
The exhibition was open to anyone associated with the Foundation, including pupils,
parents, teachers, staﬀ and alumni and numerous ‘highly commended’ blue rosettes
were awarded to outstanding pieces. There were over 100 entries in a range of
disciplines, including painting, drawing, print work, model making, photography,
quilt-making, art installation creation, ceramics, ornament-making, sculpting, textiles,
graphics, carving and dress-making.
Mrs. Ryder said: "“The exhibition was everything we had hoped it would be – a true
celebration of the breadth and depth of creative talent within Bolton School and
beyond. There was an excitement in the Arts’ Centre Hall with several hundred
visitors enjoying the work on show.”
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Pupils
enthralled at
RSC Flash,
Bang show

Pupils enthralled at RSC Flash, Bang show

A

lmost 1000 pupils from 20 schools from across the North-West travelled to
Bolton School to watch this year’s Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) Christmas
Lecture.
Dr. Frank Mair of the University of Manchester held the Great Hall audience
mesmerised over the course of two presentations as he delivered a series of
exciting chemistry experiments live on stage. Whilst this was a basic introduction
to the world of atoms, molecules, solids, liquids and gases, there was no
compromising on excitement! The science behind each colourful flash and
percussive bang was fully explained with students enjoying a wide range of
demonstrations, including sublimation and the formation of dry ice, a wonderful
display of chemiluminescence using nitrogen monoxide and carbon disulfide,
liquid nitrogen being used to create bright blue liquid oxygen and the explosive
powers of hydrogen were demonstrated with Dr. Mair popping hydrogen-filled
balloons with a much louder bang than the helium variety! The propulsive powers
of this highly reactive element were also revealed as he fired hydrogen-powered
bottle-rockets across the Great Hall, much to the delight of the audience! In what
was a fascinating presentation, the Chemistry students also learnt about the
everyday practical applications of these reactions.
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Pupils enjoy
trip to the
Rheinland

Pupils enjoy trip to the Rheinland

W

e were once again blessed with good
weather for our six-day trip to the Rheinland
during the Autumn Half Term break.
Accompanied by forty boys from Year 8 and ten
helpers from Year 13, we undertook a tried and
tested itinerary, starting at Cologne and then
south to our hotel overlooking the Rhein, before
heading even deeper into Germany to
Heidelberg and its magnificent castle. The
scenery in the valley never disappoints and this
year saw water levels at their lowest in recent
years, allowing locals from many towns to
sunbathe on the dried up river bed. The boys
returned home, we hope, with a greater
appreciation of the region’s history and culture
and many produced excellent logbooks and
detailed accounts of the impressions formed
during the trip.
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Old Boy’s Robots benefit Electronics Club

R

ob Dobson, who attended Bolton School Boys’ Division from 1973-1982,
holds fond memories of his former school and all that it taught him, so much so
that he has sent educational robot products, retro computers and technical
expertise to pupils in the Electronics Club.
Rob now works with Robotical, a robotics start-up based in Edinburgh, and has
donated to the School two ‘Marty’ robots, small programmable walking, dancing
robots – which, in building, pupils are developing their coding skills. He has also
sent a couple of retro computers called RC2014s along with a memory-mapped
graphics card.
Head of Design Technology and Engineering Mr. C. Walker said: “We are extremely
grateful to Rob for sending us this equipment. Groups of Year 7 and Year 8 boys
are working on building the robots and this will help them move forward in their
algorithmic thinking and programming for practical applications skills. Jack Swires
in Year 10 has set himself the goal of building a PC from ‘old’ parts on a £20
budget and Nathan Donaldson, an A Level Electronics student, is currently
building himself a discrete-component 8-bit computer, at the level where he is
making the ALU with separate half-adders and flip-flops. They will both relish the
opportunity to work with the RC2014s and to do some work on an 8-bit
architecture.
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“I’ve only ever met Rob as an Old Bolt visitor, but he has been so

Year 12 student Nathan said: “This will be a great opportunity to

enthusiastic about our Engineering ethos and so inspirational to

learn about what computers used to be like, and what computers

the boys that I truly value his support. Some of the older boys

now are based upon. I am really looking forward to making use of

already remember him from his previous visits and from

this equipment.”

Prizegiving, so his name is already well known in the Design
Technology and Engineering department.

Rob has returned to Bolton School on a number of occasions to
share his experience as a technology entrepreneur with pupils. In

"We have a modern and exciting curriculum in DTE lessons, and

2017, he was guest speaker at the boys’ Summer Prizegiving,

boys are challenged to produce creative, innovative and well-

before going on to establish a prize in each Division for

engineered solutions to real problems. We have modern

engineering.

equipment and we use the latest technology such as
microcontrollers and 3D printers; however, the equipment that
Rob has recently donated allows us to stretch the keenest
students through our Young Engineers’ Club. Their excitement
and enthusiasm is infectious and they literally soak up the
challenges and produce the most impressive outcomes in a
buzzing, ‘electric’ and very noisy environment! Thanks, Rob for
your support as you really are inspiring our youngsters to become
the next generation of entrepreneurial engineers.”
Rob said: “I’ve been reasonably active with a retro computer
called the RC2014 and I blogged recently about an add-on board
for that computer, which attempts to recreate the computers that
Bolton School used to have when I was a pupil (TRS-80s). I was
happy to donate a couple of the RC2014s with kit of my memorymapped graphics card, along with the Marty robots.”
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Old Boy’s AI talk attracts a large audience

A

talk about Artificial Intelligence (AI) by Rik Thwaites, a
former pupil (1967-77) of both Park Road and the Senior Boys’
School, proved extremely popular amongst GCSE and A Level
students.
Rik gave a fascinating presentation on AI, charting its history over

decision tree) and image-referencing, which helped spawn the
current AI boom. He said that some machines can now almost write
their own code and are increasingly sophisticated at image
recognition (both stills and video, which is essentially a series of
photos). Textually, character-recognition is now widely employed
and audio and voice recognition is on smartphones and PCs and is
used by the likes of Siri and Alexa.

the last sixty years and explaining how it is being used today. He
told how early manifestations involved machines being able to play

The pupils learnt how deep learning is currently used in a variety of

a decent game of chess and of the development of a range of

fields – Ocado uses image recognition instead of barcodes on

digital equipment used in the 1960s, 70s and 80s, including the

checkout, the Shazam app listens to music and categorises it,

introduction of PCs in the mid-80s. He recalled Nigel Short being at

Swiss Rail, who use cameras with GPS under the train to

Bolton School and how, at that time in 1997, ‘Deep Blue’, an IBM

photograph any cracks on the line (faults can then be dealt with as

supercomputer, shocked everyone when it beat world chess

soon as the train has passed), smart cities managing traﬃc and

champion Garry Kasparov. Bringing things up-to-date, Rik thanked

moving pedestrians, self-driving cars and Skype providing real-time

gamers, who are ‘heroes’ in his eyes and went on to explain how

translation as people speak to each other in diﬀerent languages.

they are helping advance the human race. He spoke of the GPU,
which acts as the brain of computers, robots and self-driving cars
that can perceive and understand the world. He explained how the
likes of Netflix, social media, smartphones and Siri all use artificial
intelligence.

Rik now works for NVIDIA, who invented the GPU; he also spoke of
his time living in Germany for fifteen years and strongly
recommended pupils to consider living abroad as a great life
experience. He had fond recollections of his time at Bolton School,
which he shared with the gathering, including sitting in the very

Rik explained the diﬀerences between artificial intelligence, machine

same lab where he was now talking, his time as a School Monitor

learning and deep learning. He also told of the ground-breaking

and his trek across the Isle of Skye courtesy of the Scott Trust.

work of Alex Krizhevsky with neural networks (like a multi-layered
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Old Boy explains Salisbury Nerve Agent Incident

T

here was standing room only in the Leverhulme Suite as
Old Boy Nick Gent (1969-1979) delivered a fascinating talk about
his work at Public Health England and his involvement with the
nerve agent incidents in Salisbury and Amesbury earlier this
year.

agency response is coordinated when a major incident such as
this is declared. He explained what a nerve agent actually is, how
they work and what the signs and symptoms of nerve agent
exposure are, as well as giving details of how to treat the
patients.
After the talk, several Sixth Form pupils stayed behind to ask

Dr. Gent is one of only a very small team of senior medical

thoughtful and pertinent questions. Dr. Gent then spent the

advisors on high threat chemical, biological, radiological and

afternoon speaking to Sixth Form physicists on “Polonium-210: a

nuclear issues in the country and as Deputy Head of Public

Case Study.”

Health England’s Emergency Response Department, he has
played a key role in most of the chemical, biological and
radiological incidents in the UK in recent years.
Dr. Gent praised the education he received at Bolton School from
his former teachers, saying that in his work, he still regularly uses
the basic principles of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, which he
learnt here and urged any aspiring medics to study Physics, as
he believes an understanding of this is a good basis for any
medical career.
He went on to give an enthralling account of his role in the
Salisbury and Amesbury incidents, describing how a multi29
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Boys perform well at Mock Trial Competition

O

n Saturday 24th November, a team of Senior and Sixth
Form boys assembled at Manchester Crown Court in
Spinningfields to compete in the Sir Rhys Davies Mock Law Trial.
This is a prestigious annual competition, which sees teams from
across Greater Manchester’s Independent schools pitch their
legal wits against each other; it has been running for 18 years.
The purpose of the competition is to help young people gain an
understanding of criminal law, the criminal justice system and
how courts work, through taking part in a criminal trial. The Mock
Law Trial calls upon skills of listening, reasoning and, of course,
arguing a case by thinking on your feet. For the boys who
participated, their experience will have the lasting value of
helping to demystify the law and legal process and demonstrate
their vital importance in a democratic society. The competition is

The 2018 team were: Bilal Asghar, Alexander Roberts, Thomas
Britton, Matthew Nally, Thomas Nally, Joseph Child, Mohammad
Patel, Henry Yearsley and Aden Stephenson. We received
guidance from our expert team of barristers: Louise Harvey, Guy
Mathieson, Gareth Brandon and Colin Buckle.
In the first round, the boys took on Manchester High School for
Girls and won 13 points to six. In the second round, we beat a
confident William Hulme team in a convincing 13 points to 4
victory. In the third round however, we lost an ill-tempered round
to The Grange. We performed impressively in a premier league
and were commended by the judges for the high quality of our
advocacy skills, self-confidence and holding our nerve in an
incredibly intimidating setting.

not just about people who want to become barristers, it’s about

Mrs. Brandon would like to thank all the boys and our assisting

what the law means in British society and what it means to be a

barristers for their dedication to making our performance so

citizen involved in the process. It’s also incredibly good fun!

successful. Congratulations!
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Judo Jamie wins British Bronze medal

J

amie Death, a Year 9 pupil, has won a Bronze medal at the
British Judo Championships in Sheﬃeld – his biggest
achievement to date. Jamie fights at Under 14 and Under 50 kg
and did it the hard way after losing his first fight and then going
on to win the next five contests to achieve the medal, winning
the final fight in Golden Score. This success follows on from a
Silver medal at the Welsh Open in November.

whom he represented at the National teams Championships in
June where the North West achieved a Bronze medal. In
October, he won a Gold medal at the Lancashire leg of the North
West Championships.
Proud father Stewart said: “We are absolutely delighted with all
Jamie is a member of the Regional England Development Judo
Squad and he is also a member of the North West Judo squad,

his achievements, which reflect all his hard work in training. Win
or lose he always has a smile on his face!”
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Independent School of the Year Award

B

olton School (Girls’ Division and Boys’ Division) has won Independent
School Parent Magazine’s inaugural Independent School of the Year Award as
decided upon by a judging panel comprising leading figures from the sector. The
submission focused on the School’s work in and with the local community, pupils’
volunteering, as well as the wide range of extra-curricular and academic
achievement across both Divisions. In the same awards, the Boys’ Division was
named Independent Boys’ School of the Year and the Girls’ Division was Highly
Commended in the Independent Girls’ School of the Year category. The School
was also Highly Commended in
the Independent School of the
Year for Community Outreach
section, where the entry
focused on the hosting and
organising of the Bolton
Children’s Fiction Award. There
were almost 250 entries to the
awards.
Chair of the Awards, Dr. Helen
Wright, said: “Well done on the
success of your school, and the great work that you do!”.
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Girls’ Division Headmistress and GSA President-Elect for 2019

Henry Barton of Independent School Parent said: “I would like to

Miss Hincks said: “We are delighted to receive this award. We are

congratulate you for winning both the Independent School of the

a large school and across both Divisions there is so much to

Year Award and The Boys' School of the Year Award. We were

celebrate both in and out of the classroom. It is gratifying that our

overwhelmed by the response to our inaugural awards and it was

engagement with the local community has been recognised,

a highly competitive category so an incredible achievement to

including our enrichment lectures, educational and sporting

have won.”

festivals for
local children,
our SHINE
Saturday
morning
programme,
our Sixth
Formers
providing
afternoon tea
for local residents and our organising of the Bolton Children’s
Fiction Award.”

The Independent
School Parent
Magazine
tweeted news of
the award by
saying: “Among
many other
fantastic
achievements,
last year the school was the first in the country to be awarded The
Queen's Award for Voluntary Service. Many congratulations!”
and, reflecting on the Awards, commented that: “The judges were

Headmaster Mr. Britton said: “We strive to ensure that our pupils

delighted by the positive and public response to the awards,

go out into the world capable of making a diﬀerence for good so

which were held to celebrate the quality of the student experience

for their volunteering work, including large numbers of pupils who

in British independent schools. They scrutinised every entry and

undertake DofE and NCS, to be acknowledged is particularly

enjoyed reading stories of transformative and innovative projects

pleasing. The Award also recognises the part we play in the

in schools from Scotland to Cornwall. What the entries to the

community, including recently becoming the Northern hub school

awards showed was an independent school sector that is truly

for the DfE’s drive to recruit more MFL and Maths and Physics

thriving: from small rural pre-preps through to senior schools

teachers.”

which are household names.”
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GP’s advice to MedSoc

F

ormer pupil Ashish Choudry (1989-99) was back at his
alma mater to deliver an insightful lunchtime presentation to the
Medical Society on what life is like as a generalist GP. His
overriding message was that it is important to treat the patient
and not the disease and he spoke much of the ‘art of medicine’.
He advised on the importance of looking at each patient as an
individual and told how communication skills are critical in order
to make a good connection. The group also considered other
attributes that a medical practitioner needs including empathy,
integrity, coolness under pressure, fact recall and teamwork
skills. He told the group that it is important to try and maintain a
work-life balance and how he rises at 5.30am every morning in
order to fit in a gym session before work.

a doctor is expected to know was explored and Ashish explained
how in the 1950s it was thought it would take 50 years for the
body of medicine knowledge to double in size and how this now
happens annually!

The audience of Sixth Form boys and girls also learnt about
Ashish’s career path after he studied A Levels in Chemistry,
Maths and Physics, including his time at the University of
Leicester Medical School and Harvard and how he is now also
an Undergraduate teacher at the University of Manchester. There
was much wisdom imparted on the history of medicine, recent
advances and future developments. The vast range of things that
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Dinner commemorates fallen Old Boys

A

special Uniformed Services Dinner, presided over by the Headmaster and
Headmistress at Bolton School, saw staﬀ and former pupils, many of whom had
connections with the armed services, as well as current pupils gather to pay
tribute to the 81 Old Boys who made the ultimate sacrifice in World War One.
The three-course dinner, held just over 100 years after the 1918 Armistice, took
place in the Arts Centre. The evening began with a drinks reception at which
guests, including Cubs, Scouts and Cadets and other uniformed organisations,
viewed moving displays charting the life profiles of former pupils, each one being
commemorated with a ceramic poppy, which had been originally displayed at The
Tower of London.
In a moving tribute, the School Captain and Head Girl read out the names of each
of the former pupils who lost their lives whilst a poppy was placed against their
name on a roll of honour. There was also a powerful reading by Classics Teacher
Mrs. Hone of ‘We Shall Keep The Faith’, which Moina Michael wrote as a response
to John McCrae’s ‘In Flanders Fields’, promising to remember the fallen with the
symbol of the poppy.
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Culture Club’s Colombian Christmas

O

n Wednesday 12th December we were treated to a special lunchtime talk
by our very own Spanish language assistant Mr. Bravo. We were keen to learn
more about Mr. Bravo’s home country, Colombia, and his home town, Medellin. We
learnt that Medellin is called the City of Eternal Spring because of its pleasant
climate... we hope that moving to Bolton hasn’t been too much of a shock! It
seems that Christmas traditions in Colombia and the UK share many similarities,
but also some diﬀerences... all I’m going to say is that Christmas music fans would
be in their element! A pupil gives his perspectives below:
I really enjoyed the Colombian Christmas talk because it was very interesting
learning about the traditions and the country. I really like learning about how
diverse the country is in terms of people and the land. It was also very interesting
to know how they celebrated Christmas and the similarities or diﬀerences. There
were lots of interesting facts about Mr. Bravo’s home of Medellín. I learned that it
was called the ‘City of Eternal Spring’ because of its year-round mild weather, but
one of the best things was learning about the Christmas lights in Medellín, where
over sixteen million bulbs are used to light up the city at Christmas.
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Grant helps teacher share Chemistry method

C

hemistry teacher Miss Bramhall has been given one of five small grants as
part of a scheme to encourage the sharing of good practice in the teaching of
Chemistry in schools. At the end of last year, the Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC)
Education Techniques Group asked teachers to submit proposals of their
innovative ways of delivering concepts, which were proved to have worked well.
Miss Bramhall sent in her method of teaching balancing equations. She said,
“Balancing equations is one of the biggest key concepts there is in Chemistry. I
developed my method with students that struggle with Chemistry, including
several SEN barriers to learning. It’s a more visual method that involves counting
up rows rather than multi-step mental processes.”
She was awarded a small grant to facilitate the sharing of her teaching method,
and the RSC Education Techniques Group also published the idea and a
worksheet on their website.
Two year 10 pupils, Mohammed Abdullah and Arsh Patankar, volunteered to help
Miss Bramhall make a video, which gives further examples of the technique in
action. This has also been included on the website.
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Assembly commemorates lives lost

D

r. Holland, ably assisted by ten Year 9 boys, conducted a
thought-provoking and moving Remembrance Assembly. Just
two days ahead of national and international 100 year
commemorations, which took place on the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month, Dr. Holland told the story of
the Battle of Amiens, later known as the Hundred Days
Oﬀensive, which began at 4.20am on 8th August 1918 and that

ultimately led to the end of the First World War. The allies’ largescale usage of the tank, coupled with the element of surprise,
had an unexpected, powerful and devastating eﬀect on the
Germans. By 7.30am, the Allied troops had advanced two miles
and by the end of the day they had moved seven miles into
enemy territory. During the battle, the Central Powers suﬀered
30,000 casualties and the allies took 16,000 prisoners, causing
the morale of the German troops to deteriorate and their
purposefulness to falter. From hereon in, a negotiated peace, not
victory, became the objective.
Amiens was the beginning of the end, but Dr. Holland did note
that 2,738 soldiers still lost their lives on 11th November 1918. In
total, approximately 6m Allied troops and 4m Central Power
troops died. Ten Year 9 boys then eloquently recalled the lives
and ultimate sacrifices made by ten former pupils in the months
before the Armistice: namely Second Lieutenant John Gordon
Ward, aged 25; Lieutenant Leslie Cyril William Bauchope, aged
21; Second Lieutenant James Bromily, aged 31; Private Fred
Worsley, aged 22; Gunner Herbert Grossman, aged 25; Private
Percy Gerald Evetts, aged 22; Second Lieutenant John Fletcher,
aged 21; Second Lieutenant Harry Bentley, aged 28; Private
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Dr. Holland told of Edward Lutyens’ incredible memorial arch at
Thiepval and of his simple, even severe Cenotaph in London,
which is made of Portland stone as well as the Bolton War
Memorial and praised the work of all those that maintain
memorial statues across the country. Special mention was made
of Bolton School Old Girl Barbara Ronson, who died on 28th
October, having been the first female leader of Bolton Council
and the North West organiser of the poppy appeal.
The Great Hall held an impeccably observed two minutes’ silence
before Sixth Form boys processed out to Tchaikovsky’s Festival
March and laid wreaths at the School’s memorial window.
Charles Herbert Turner, aged 24; and Private Kenneth Hardie
Crowe, aged 20. Dr. Holland also reflected on the deaths of two
former teachers from Bolton School, Lance Corporal John
Entwistle, aged 32 and Captain Robert Cecil Hearn MC, aged 26.
It was recalled that 1.1m soldiers from the British Empire lost their
lives in the tumultuous conflict and it was said that if the dead
were to march in rows of four, the head of the line would be at the
Whitehall Cenotaph and the back row as far north as Durham. He
also reflected on the 40 million people that died from ‘Spanish
Flu’ immediately after the War, including former pupil Charles
Pilling, which wiped out 3-5% of the entire population of the
World.
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Boys in outstanding Gymnastics Final

Y

ear 7 boys at Bolton School showed calmness under pressure as they
performed a series of outstanding gymnastics routines and sequences in front of
the whole of Year 7 and Year 8 and their teachers. The seven finalists (one pulled
out injured on the day) each performed an eight-piece sequence, having won
through earlier rounds which had involved the whole year group. Head of PE Mr.
Johnson said: “These boys have performed amazingly well given the pressure they
are under and have produced some very impressive balances and travelling
movements.”
The PE staﬀ judging the
competition were given a
tough task as each pupil
performed an almost flawless
routine. The eventual winner
was Alex Cook, who was
given one of the oldest cups
in the School, the competition
having run for well over 100
years. Mrs. Brandon, Deputy
Head, handed out second prize to Frank Cooke and the Bronze medal to Umar
Darsot. All boys received a certificate for making it to the Final.
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House supports Blackburn Food Bank

B

oys’ Division pupils in
Blackburn House brought in
donations to help support
Blackburn Food Bank. In total, they
collected food items weighing
200.98kg, and thus will provide 479
meals to people in crisis in
Blackburn and Darwen.
The initiative was led by Year 13
student Daniel Sykes, with help
from Housemaster Mr. Chilton.
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D

r. Turner usually teaches Chemistry here at Bolton School
and at the University of Manchester, however, over the May and
October half terms and most of the summer holidays she timetravelled through diﬀerent eras of history experiencing school life
from 1895 to 1999 as she took part in filming for a new 8-part
BBC TV series called ‘Back in Time for School’.

There are some themes running through all the eras including the
use of technology in education, food, vocational learning and
physical education.
This is not Dr. Turner’s first foray into TV work; she has previously
done science pieces for Countryfile and Newsround, however this
is a much bigger project. She said "It has been such a long time
in the making that it is really strange seeing it hitting the press

Reflecting on the experience, she said: "Each day we would arrive

now. Each episode took five days to film and the programmes are

on set and do our hair and make up – if we were allowed make up

only an hour long so we have no idea which of our experiences

in that era – we would then give our belongings including phones

will make the show and which will be left on the cutting room

to production and begin living in the era we were filming in. All

floor. We had tremendous fun filming and some experiences really

the food we ate, even oﬀ camera was from the era we were

stand out (sorry, no spoilers!) including the fits of giggles caused

filming, so were our reading materials and the pastimes we had in

by our inability to make a hot drink on camera without spilling it

our staﬀroom. We experienced all aspects of school in the eras

everywhere or dropping something!"

we filmed from lessons to school dinners and leisure pursuits. It
was an amazing project to be involved with, gruelling at times, the
hours in TV can be quite long, but definitely unforgettable. It was
interesting to experience as an adult, but also to see how the
pupils we were working with (14-15-year-olds from the

Asked why she had applied, she responded that: "I am really
interested in the history of science and education and this really
appealed to me. I also think it is good to occasionally do things
that scare you a bit."

Birmingham area) reacted to the experiences they faced. We

The series begins on Thursday 3rd January and will run for eight

worked alongside Bolton born presenter Sara Cox and the

weeks on BBC2 at 8pm.

historian Polly Russell, who were both lovely to work with."
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