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Mervyn Brooker - a Headmaster fondly remembered
Mervyn Brooker 1954-2019
Bolton School Boys’ Division Headmaster, 2003-2008

W

e are saddened to share the very sad news that Mervyn Brooker,
Headmaster of Bolton School Boys’ Division from 2003 to 2008, died
unexpectedly in January from complications arising from meningitis, aged 64. A
man equally as energetic in his retirement as in his working life, his friendship,
wisdom and commitment will be missed by many in the school community who
remember his time at the School, many of whom he was still in touch with,
maintaining his interest in their lives and news.
Mervyn contributed enormously to both the success of the School at that time
and, through developments he initiated, its success today. He was drawn to and
nurtured the community feel of the School; he found a group of colleagues to work
with, who were enthused about their subjects and about the development of the
boys; he revelled in the rich extra-curricular programme, which he felt so important
to the wider purpose of the School; two aspects of that were his particular
passion: Patterdale Hall and Cricket. Patterdale reignited in him a love of walking,
which then led to many of his adventurous treks in retirement. A notably able
cricketer himself, Mervyn established the groundwork that rekindled the national
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profile of Cricket at the School. Careers education, a particular

concerning admissions and Primary School Liaison. He also

area of expertise, burgeoned under his leadership. Above all,

thoroughly enjoyed some part-time teaching, as well as being a

Mervyn is remembered for his commitment: he spent time to be

Governor at Wolverhampton Grammar School.

present, at events, for colleagues when they needed advice and
for parents and boys. He gave of himself to the School
completely. His experience from his first Headship in Birmingham,
coupled with a determined sense of purpose, did much to
modernise the School for the 21st Century.
Mervyn Brooker was born in Burton-on-Trent, attending Lancaster
Royal Grammar School and Burnley Grammar School. He read
Geography at Jesus College, Cambridge and stayed on there for
teacher training. An accomplished cricketer, he was awarded a
Cambridge Blue and played minor counties cricket for
Cambridgeshire and Staﬀordshire. He played for Lancashire over
50s whilst Headmaster.

Mervyn enjoyed a walk in the Lake District fells a week before he
suddenly fell ill, with complications arising from meningitis. He is
survived by his wife Brigid and their two daughters.
A Memorial Assembly at Bolton School Boys’ Division paid tribute
to Mr. Brooker. School Captains that served under Mr. Brooker’s
headship, Rob Jones and Peter Jolley, returned to oﬀer a boy’s
eye view; Head of Games Mr. Paul Fernside spoke of the former
Head’s sporting abilities, particularly his cricketing prowess; Mr.
Michael Griﬃths oﬀered a governor’s perspective and current
Headmaster Mr. Philip Britton talked about how he had led and
shaped the school. Governors, members of staﬀ, former pupils
and teachers and friends of Mr. Brooker joined the whole school

His teaching career began at Saﬀron Walden County High School

assembly as flags flew at half-mast at the Chorley New Road

in Essex before successive promotions at Royal Grammar School

campus.

Worcester and at Highfields School, Wolverhampton. After a spell
as Deputy Head at King Edward VI Camp Hill School for Boys in
Birmingham, he was promoted internally to its Headship. From

Condolence messages and tributes can be read here.

there, he moved to Bolton School to become Headmaster of the
Boys’ Division. In semi-retirement, he renewed his association

A video of the Memorial Assembly can be viewed here.

with the King Edward Foundation in Birmingham, becoming its
Education Advisor, with responsibility for establishing its academy
in Sheldon Heath, Headteacher appraisal and a key project
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Bolton School is TES Independent School of the Year

A

t the prestigious TES Independent School 2019 awards ceremony, held at
the Grosvenor House Hotel in London, Bolton School won the Independent
School of the Year and Senior School of the Year categories.
Despite tough competition, Bolton School was chosen as the TES overall School
of the Year, with unanimous backing from the judges. Earlier in the night, the
School was chosen as TES’ 2019 Senior School of the Year “not just for its
outstanding achievements, but for its broad outreach activities and deep
community relationships.”
One of the oldest schools in Lancashire, with a history that can be traced back to
the early 16th century, Bolton School has evolved to become a regional success
story. Over the last academic year, pupils in both divisions achieved a wide range
of successes, from the Year 9 girl who won the ‘Show Racism the Red Card’
School Competition to the boys’ Water polo team scooping an unprecedented
13th national title. Both divisions also performed at the Montreux Jazz Festival
and the final of the National Choral Competition, as well as at local events, while
the boys staged several performances of their original play, My Room, My Bolton.
But what made Bolton stand out was the important role it plays in its community.
From acting as the Northern SCITT hub for MFL and Physics as part of the
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government’s teacher recruitment drive to hosting public lectures

Lead judge Dr. Helen Wright said Bolton was chosen because of

from the likes of Simon Armitage, the RSC Christmas Lecture and

“their impressive outreach and the way in which they involve the

the Royal Statistical Society, alongside travelling theatre

whole community in a plethora of enriching events.”

productions and a re-enactment of the English Civil War, the
School has become a focal point for local activities. At a time
when many regional schools have struggled to survive, the judges
commended Bolton on how it has helped its community to thrive.

“It was a wonderful evening and we were incredibly proud to pick
up our awards on behalf of everyone who is part of the Bolton
School family,” said Sue Hincks, Headmistress of the Girls’
Division. “Aside from strong academic results, we were delighted

Events for local schoolchildren such as the Football Festival and

that both our extra-curricular provision and work in, and with, the

Bolton Children’s Fiction Award, attended by 700 pupils, as well

local community was recognised as these are areas that are very

as 10,000 hours of volunteering by Sixth Formers, further

important to us.”

cemented the School’s place in its community.

Headmaster of the Boys’ Division Philip Britton said: “It was a
very special night and a pleasing aﬃrmation of all the time, energy
and initiative that boys, girls and colleagues put into their work
and how well that is supported by parents and Alumni. The
evening also recognised how we – and many other independent
schools - work hard to progress learning across our region and
enjoy mutually beneficial relationships with a wide variety of local
schools and their pupils. The award also touched on how we
endeavour to provide an education for all, through our generous
bursary provision, with one in five of our pupils receiving fee
assistance.”
The awards follow other recent accolades including being named
Independent School of the Year by the Independent School
Parent, becoming the first school to earn Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service status, winning last year’s TES Community
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Initiative Award and the MEN Active Community Award. The Girls’
Division was highly commended in the Independent School
Parent Girls’ School of the Year Award and the Boys’ Division won
the Boys’ School of the Year Award. The Boys’ Division was also

Best Use of Technology Award: Aberdour School
Pre-prep/Prep School of the Year: St. Faith’s
Boarding School of the Year: Cottesmore School

recently re-awarded Apple Distinguished School status and a
Platinum Artsmark.

Senior School of the Year: Bolton School

Other winners on the night were:

Independent School of the Year: Bolton School

Special Services to Independent Education Award: John Weitzel,
Loughborough Grammar School
Senior Leadership Team of the Year: The Holmewood School
Whole-school Community Initiative of the Year: Norwich School
Independent-State School Partnership Award: Lichfield Cathedral
School
Special Needs Initiative of the Year: The Holmewood School
Marketing Campaign of the Year: Woldingham School
Wellbeing Initiative of the Year: Reigate Grammar School
Creativity Award: Wilds Lodge School
Strategic Education Initiative of the Year: Sandroyd
International School of the Year: Cranleigh Abu Dhabi, UAE
Sports Award: Surbiton High School
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Bolton School Boys’ Division is best in the country

B

olton School Boys’ Division has been recognised as Boys’ School of the
Year in the Independent School Parent magazine’s inaugural national awards.
Delighted Headmaster Mr. Britton said: “I am pleased that the award looks beyond
our outstanding exam results and wide extra-curricular oﬀer and also
acknowledges our engagement with the local community and the volunteering
work of our pupils; also, that it recognises the importance of boys only education
and that we do it well here at Bolton School. In my view, there has never been a
more important time to focus on the education of boys and to recognise that, as
there are seismic shifts in the role of men in society, we need to respond to that
sensitively and with purpose when the boys are at school. So far, while the
attention has been quite rightly on girls and opportunity, it has been business as
usual in too many schools for boys. Bringing them up in traditional ways for a very
diﬀerent future life simply won’t work.
“It is clear that as society very rightly adjusts to proper and embedded equality for
women, the next point for attention must be how to raise boys to have an active
part in that new world. As a leading boys’ school we can do that well for Bolton
and we can also take a lead nationally.”
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the Boys’ Division
continued to dominate
in Water polo and won
an unprecedented
thirteenth consecutive
national title spanning
all competitive age
groups. The School
was Under 14s’
Greater Manchester
Badminton
champions, the Under
13s’ Football team made it to the Semi-final of the national ISFA
Cup, there was regional Table tennis success and the Under 15s’
The School’s entry focused on exam success, but also on how
each boy is encouraged to develop life skills and interests
through participation in a wide range of activities. Beyond the
classroom, academic activities included participation in MFL
debating, Science CREST awards, the Chemquiz, Model United
Nations events and a Classics reading competition. The School’s
SPACE programme continued to promote wellbeing, introduced
boys to community-based activities and inspired them through
exposure to high-achieving former pupils and industry
practitioners. In the submission, emphasis was placed on how,
with over 100 extra-curricular clubs, every pupil discovers new
interests and pursues talents. During the previous academic year,

Rugby 7s team won locally.
Beyond sport, there was a Silver Certificate from the Incorporated
Society of Musicians and extensive participation, both within
School and further afield, at the Montreux Jazz Festival, the Royal
Festival Hall (as finalists in the National Choral Competition) and
with other local school children at Bolton Victoria Hall, the Royal
Northern College of Music and at Bolton’s Holocaust Memorial
Service. In drama, the School collaborated with The Octagon and
in-house theatre group RoughHouse as it works towards Platinum
Artsmark status. Boys wrote their own play My Room, My Bolton
and performed it during ‘museum takeovers’ at Port Sunlight and
Manchester Art Gallery, and at the Bolton Station Community
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Gala. The previous

travelling theatre productions ‘Antigone’ and ‘Penguins’ and an

summer, a student

English Civil War battle re-enactment. Nationally, it became the

was the Secondary

Northern SCITT hub school, as part of the Department for

School Saatchi

Education’s teacher recruitment drive.

Gallery Art Prize
winner.

The School also moved nearer to ‘open access’ with almost one
in four Senior School pupils now receiving financial assistance.

Last year, Bolton

The Parents’ Association introduced ‘Teenage Journey’ talks,

School was

which attract high profile speakers and oﬀer expert advice on

delighted to win the

raising boys.

TES Whole School Community Initiative of the Year; this was in
respect of it being a founding member of the Bolton Sports
Alliance, whose signature event is a Football Festival held at
School which, this year, saw participation from over 50 local
schools. Boys helped host events for local schoolchildren, which

The Girls’ Division of Bolton School won a Highly Commended
accolade in the same awards and Bolton School (Boys’ Division
and Girls’ Division) was named as Independent School of the
Year.

included a SHINE programme for Year 5 pupils and the Bolton
Children’s Fiction Award, and undertook environmental work;
Sixth Form students committed over 5,000 hours of volunteering.
All of Year 9 undertook the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
and dozens more completed Silver and Gold Awards. The
previous year, Bolton School became the first school in the
country to win the prestigious Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service.
The School annually hosts many public events, which recently
included the RSC Christmas Lecture, an Apple Conference (the
Boys’ Division is an Apple Distinguished School), a Careers Fair,
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Joyful Music at uplifting Christmas Festival

T

he Boys’ Division Christmas Festival opened with the traditional singing of
‘Once in Royal David’s City’. Year 8 pupil Haseeb Ahsan gave a clear and beautiful
solo performance of the first verse before he was joined by the choir, congregation
and orchestra for the remainder of the carol. The rousing performance set the
scene in the packed Great Hall for a thoughtful and uplifting service.
The audience was in great voice throughout the evening and enthusiastically
added their voices to ‘See Amid the Winter’s Snow’, ‘Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing!’, ‘Joy to the
World!’ and ‘Shine,
Jesus, Shine’. They
also joined in for the
chorus during ‘Mary’s
Boy Child’, while the
verses were sung as
solos by Sam Barker
in Year 13 and Year
11 pupils Ben Flood
and Jude Ashcroft.
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The singing of carols, accompanied by the excellent orchestra

The meditation was

and the organ, was interspersed with choral items and

delivered by Rev. Mark

contemplative readings and reflections.

Simpson, pioneer
minister at Wellfield

The Choir performed ‘Bethlehem’ and ‘Mighty Good News’.

Church in the Blackburn

During ‘Away in a Manger’, William Martin in Year 7 sang the

diocese. After opening

second verse as a lovely solo. ‘Shout for Joy, Ye People!’ was

with a humorous story

sung by the Lower School Choir, accompanied by Year 13

about the origin of the

student Victor Chow on violin.

fairy on top of the

The Joint Chamber Choir also sang three pieces: the soft and

Christmas tree, he drew

emotional ‘Glow’, a beautiful rendition of ‘Do You Hear What I

particular attention to

Hear?’ and a soulful a capella version of ‘Mary, Did You Know?’

one of the readings,
Hebrews 1: v1-3, which
is not often used in Christmas services. Through a series of
personal recollections, he talked through the dense theology of
this Biblical passage. He invited everyone to take in the wonder of
these words, which challenge assumptions, and discussed the
importance of
listening to and
appreciating
other points of
view. Finally, he
talked about
the hope that
Jesus’ birth
brings, drawing
attention to
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well-known phrases from carols, which poignantly express why

Afterwards, the Headmaster Mr. Britton thanked Rev. Simpson for

Christmas is a time for joy and hope: “Our hopes and fears of all

his meditation. He also thanked all of the young musicians,

the years are met in thee tonight” and “Born to raise the sons of

members of choirs and readers, and the members of staﬀ who

Earth, born to give them second birth.”

rehearsed with them, who made the Christmas Festival such a

This was followed by a moving performance of ‘There Is Faint
Music’ from a quartet of boys: Jean-Paul Asumu and Nicholas
Clark in Year 13, Adam Whitmore in Year 12 and Joshua Kay in
Year 11 gave a stunning rendition ahead of the final prayer, ‘A

wonderful occasion. Guests were invited to convene in the Riley
Centre’s Leverhulme Suite to enjoy drinks and a spread of mince
pies, Christmas cake, stollen and festive cupcakes before
departing.

Christmas Blessing’.

The Great Hall was once again filled with the audience’s singing
as the orchestra and organ played ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful!’ to
bring the Christmas Festival to a spectacular close.

A retiring collection was held in support of the School’s chosen
Christmas charities. The Charities Committee was also selling
packs of charity Christmas cards, which had been designed by
two pupils.
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Art Project creates Holocaust tributes

A

group of boys from Years 8 to 13
have created artwork to commemorate
the victims and survivors of the
Holocaust. Pupils worked with
Holocaust art educator Caroline Slifkin
for a whole day, during which they
produced work on this year’s Holocaust
Memorial Day theme: ‘torn from home’.
During the session, which was funded
by The Holocaust Educational Trust,
pupils considered how they could use
colour symbolically to portray the events of the Holocaust and its aftermath: the vibrancy of
life beforehand, the colourless world of concentration camps and ghettos, and life afterwards
for the survivors where colour might return but nothing could ever be the same. The work of
artists Samuel Bak and Ceija Stojka was also used as inspiration.
Caroline commented on Twitter: “Always a pleasure working with Mrs. Turner and students
@BoltonSchool. Excellent day of Holocaust art looking at the art of Holocaust survivors
#TornfromHome #HMD2019. Such impressive art created by students.”
The art went on display at Bolton’s Holocaust Memorial Day service on 23 January in Bolton
Town Hall’s Festival Hall
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Boys perform at Holocaust Memorial Day

B

olton's annual Civic Commemoration for Holocaust Memorial Day proved a
very moving event, presided over by Reverend Canon Dr. Chris Bracegirdle, Vicar
of Bolton. The Mayor, several Councillors and many of Bolton's religious leaders
of all faiths were present, alongside children and staﬀ from several local primary
and secondary schools and members of the public.
The service began with the Boys' Division Violin Quartet playing ‘Cantabile’ by
Nardini and after the candle lighting ceremony, the quartet played ‘Lift Thine Eyes’
by Mendelssohn. This was followed by a number of poignant readings presented
by pupils from other schools and religious leaders.
Artwork, provided by Bolton School boys in Years 8-13, which commemorated the
victims and survivors of the Holocaust, was also displayed at the event at the
Festival Hall in the Town Hall.
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Anthology released ahead of Holocaust Memorial Day

A

Year 8 class has produced a collection of creative writing focusing on exile
and brought together into an anthology. The creative narratives explore exile in its
many forms and were initially inspired by the class book 'The Book Thief' by
Markus Zusak and also through historical and cultural research related to World
War Two and persecuted communities. The release was particularly timely as it
coincided with Holocaust Memorial Day at the end of January.
The Boys' Division Violin Quartet played at the town's Holocaust Memorial Service
earlier in the week and boys' Holocaust tribute Art was on display at the same
event. Deputy Head Mrs. Brandon carried out a Full Assembly on the Holocaust
and the School's History Society ran a session focusing on the power of ordinary
objects to tell extraordinary stories. Head of History Ms. Burgess said: ‘We
[thought] about certain artefacts and what they can tell us about the Holocaust
and other more modern genocides.’
Boys have also recently produced political writings in their CreativesNow journal
and through their long running HistOracle magazine.
The Year 8 Exile anthology can be accessed here.

21

Chapter 8

Boys learn
about a life in
finance

Boys learn about a life in finance

R

eturning to his former school, Terance Li oﬀered up a
fascinating insight into a career in finance. Terance told of a
rewarding and well-remunerated life, which had allowed him to
live abroad, but also spoke of the long hours and weekend work
which come with it. He said it is a career that is intellectually
stimulating and he has, over the years, developed a wide range
of capabilities, including consulting and programming skills.
Having worked in several cities around the world, it was
Terance’s view that people, certainly in a professional work
environment, are essentially the same, but do exhibit cultural
diﬀerences.

and Financial Services Compensation Scheme before moving to
HSBC in 2013, where he has since worked in both London and
New York.
Terance told the audience about the importance of undertaking
internships and work experience and recalled his own time
working for Chorley MP Lindsay Hoyle in the summer of 2001
and his time with the Foreign and Commonwealth Oﬃce at the
British Embassy in Cairo. Considering the job application
process, he told boys that he is looking for someone who is
intelligent, hard-working and a good team player when he
interviews candidates.

Terance was inspired to return to speak to pupils by the memory

A questions

of hearing an Old Boy speak to the Lit. & Deb. Society whilst he

and answers

was at school. Addressing an audience of senior boys who were

session

members of either the MUN or the Lit. & Deb. Society, Terance

closed the

recapped his educational and working life to date. After leaving

event and

Bolton School Sixth Form in 2000, he studied Economics at the

Terance was

‘very international’ London School of Economics before joining

then delighted

Deloitte Wealth Management, where he was initially based out of

to join boys in

Manchester. In 2005, he moved to London and Zurich branches

the Dining Hall

before taking up a new role at Barclays Investment Bank from

for lunch

2009–2011. He then spent two years with the Bank of England
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Old Boy oﬀers advice to young musicians

O

ld Boy Rick Pilkington (Class of 1974) returned to Bolton
School to share his passion for music with current pupils in Years
10 to 13 from both Divisions. He decided at the age of 50 to pursue
his first love, music, and since then has enjoyed success with
musical partner Chrissy Mostyn as The Blackheart Orchestra. They
have released four albums, toured the UK, Europe and Australia,
and last year played to 13,000 people in seven dates with
Hawkwind, including two nights at The London Palladium.

distinct skills and abilities. However, most importantly he said,
“Music is beautiful: whichever way you turn, don’t ever give up on
music.” This was a theme throughout his recollections and
anecdotes.
For those wishing to pursue a musical career, he oﬀered some
words of warning about the “wolves” of the music industry who are
interested only in making money. However, he also encouraged his
audience of young musicians to take their dreams seriously. He
passed up an opportunity to join a band, which went on to be

He began the lunchtime talk with his very first taste of music. His

successful, because his mother wanted him to go to college.

mother bought him a Spanish guitar when he joined Bolton School

Although he enjoyed his resulting career in advertising, he said:

at the age of 11, but he hated formal lessons! It was only when he

“Deciding to make a living out of music was the best thing I’ve

bought Cream’s album ‘Disraeli Gears’ that he fell in love with

done in my life. Don’t wait until you’re 50!”

music: he put away the Spanish guitar, bought an electric guitar
and taught himself to play. At school, he and his friends formed the
“infamous” band Black Cat Bone and he recalled some of his
musical experiences as a Bolton School pupil.

At the end of the talk there was time for questions. When asked
how to make contact with people in the music industry, he was
honest about the diﬃculty but gave some helpful tips as well. He
also discussed his method of writing new material and said that the

Rick proudly mentioned four other members of his form who found

most important thing is to “find out what you are, be yourself and

success in music: Tony Wadsworth who has had a lifelong career in

be brilliant at what you do.”

the industry, radio broadcaster Mark Radcliﬀe, Radiohead’s
manager Bryce Edge, and Buzzcocks drummer Mick Singleton.
He asked whether or not it is possible to teach music and
discussed his idea of the “two diﬀerent kinds of musician” and their

Some pupils stayed behind to chat to Rick about their musical
aspirations and to ask individual questions
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Return of a British Weightlifting Champion

J

ust one day after winning Gold in the England Seniors’ British Weightlifting
Championship, held at Milton Keynes, former pupil Mackenzie Middleton was
back at Bolton School to inspire the next generation of weightlifters.
Pupils enjoyed an afternoon in the gym with Mackenzie as part of their extracurricular studies known as SPACE Triad sessions. A select group learnt the
rudimentary skills and were given top tips on what it takes to succeed in this
competitive sport, including training drills and diet. Mackenzie was himself
encouraged to take up the sport by a Bolton School teacher. He left the school in
2016 and went on to win British Under 20 Weightlifting Gold (in the 105 Kg class)
in 2017 with a 240 Kg lift. In January this year, he won the super heavyweight class
at the English seniors, and broke the British Under 23 clean and jerk
record. Mackenzie is on the Commonwealth Pathways scheme and hopes to make
the next Commonwealth Games, which will be held in Birmingham in 2022. Whilst
he recognises it will not be easy, long term he has his sights set on taking part in
European, World and Olympic competition.
Besides weightlifting at Adlington Barbell Club, Mackenzie is also involved with
rugby coaching and strength and conditioning classes.
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Day of French discussion

S

ixth Form students taking French at A Level were joined by native speaker
Richard Peltier for an interactive day of discussion conducted entirely in French.
Students in Years 12 and 13 from both Divisions spent time with Richard to further
their language learning.
Year 12 students talked about new family types, the dangers of cyber-society and
the ‘Seventh Art’, cinema in the French-speaking world in their sessions. Year 13
students discussed whether prison is a good or bad solution, teenagers’ views on
the right to vote and their political commitment, and the cultural heritage of the
French-speaking world and whether it is a benefit or disadvantage.
All of these complex topics were set in the French-speaking world and linked to
the A Level curriculum. Students were invited to join in by answering questions,
debating the issues and reacting to videos and quotes.
The day was a great opportunity for students to increase their confidence and
fluency while speaking French.
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Local Students
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Conference

Local Students enjoy Oxbridge Conference

O

ver 90 A Level and Year 11 students from 6 local colleges joined Sixth Form
students from Bolton School at the inaugural Oxbridge Conference hosted at the
School. The all-day event, co-organised by Bolton School and Rivington and
Blackrod High School and Sixth Form, saw speakers from Oxford and Cambridge
universities, along with recent graduates, share their wisdom on successfully
applying to and enjoying life at Oxbridge.
Richard
Petty, Schools
Careers
Programme
Manager from
the University
of Oxford,
spoke about
the timeline of
applying to
university
generally and
to Oxford
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the course; as well as the need to revise and embed your learning
before university assessments and interviews.
The attendees sat in subject-specific clusters and benefitted
throughout the day from expert advice from Oxbridge graduates,
who helped facilitate the activities. Oﬀering a student’s
perspective were former Bolton School pupils Isabella Sabini,
Emily Varley and Olivia Hosker and they were joined by fellow
Oxbridge graduate Adrian Matthew. The graduates shared their
knowledge and helped facilitate the activities, which included
work on personal statements, the interview process and aptitude
tests.
specifically. He opened by explaining why it is currently an
excellent time to be going to university; he spoke of how the
payment of fees means that universities have to be more
responsive to students’ needs and that courses are now better

Participants on the day came from Thornleigh, Turton, Bolton
Muslim Girls' School, Canon Slade, UTC Bolton, Rivington &
Blackrod and Bolton School Girls' and Boys' Division and their
feedback was very positive.

value for money than ever before. He spoke of the advantages of
the university experience beyond the purely academic and he told
how there is a good number of places available at excellent
universities.
Cambridge University representative Dr. Matt Bullimore, Widening
Participation Oﬃcer Churchill College, oﬀered advice on choosing
the right subject to study and matching your aptitudes and
interests; the importance of a good academic track record; the
requirement to read and think critically and analytically outside
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Exploring the World of Work

A

morning of talks from guest speakers helped Sixth Form students in Year
12 to explore the World of Work. No less than nine alumni returned to share their
expertise and give an insight into their varied careers as part of this event
organised by the Careers Department.
The keynote speech was given by Old Boy Alex Hilton (1997-2003), who is now
Head of Sustainability at the Foreign and Commonwealth Oﬃce (FCO), where he is
driving forward the UK Government’s eﬀorts to minimise single-use plastic. He
gave a fascinating address about his career path so far, also touching on diﬀerent
routes into the FCO and the diversity of the roles within it, from diplomats and
economists to engineers and IT programmers and even interior designers and
chefs. In addition, he talked about some of the benefits of working for the FCO,
such as international travel and the opportunities for training, and included a few
fun questions for the audience to put working with the FCO into perspective.
Alex’s keynote made for an inspiring start to the day for the whole of Year 12.
Students then split into smaller groups to attend a further three sessions with
visiting speakers.
Alumni from both Divisions were on hand to give talks on a range of careers.
Stephen Lintott (1982-1989), who now works for BLM, talked about a career in
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Law and how this can also be a stepping stone to other careers.

Lewis Pek from Gaming Publishing; the music industry from Gary

Natasha Lomas (2000-2014) is currently studying for a Masters of

Hilton of Gas Music Ltd; pharmacy, working in the community

Music at the Royal Academy of Music in London and discussed

and drug licensing from Dr. Bamford of Bamford Pharmacy; social

conservatoire life and working as a freelance Musician. Tia

work with adults from Andrew Stableton of the Salford Royal

Louden (2002-2011) discussed working in ‘tech’ and her

Foundation Trust; software engineering from Kamlesh Patel of

experiences working for Microsoft and Experis. Recent leaver

Waters Corporation; and surveying, real estate and commercial

Amina Mohammed (2011-2018) and Alistair Fraser of Marsh Ltd

property development from Sarah Chicken of db symmetry Ltd.

addressed life as a broker, covering Risk Management, Financial
Services and Broking. Ross Taylor (1991-2004) of Taylor & Taylor
talked about Financial Planning as a career. Archaeologist Dr.
Joyce Tyldesley (1964-1978) covered the subject of picking a
non-vocational degree and how ‘thinking outside the box’ in this
way can be of benefit. Aaron Winstanley (2008-2015), who now

Students were encouraged to ask questions and engage with
debate throughout the talks to make the most of the World of
Work morning. Hearing from the guest speakers was a great
opportunity for them to look at a range of career paths and gain
an insight into the variety of jobs available today.

teaches Technology at Park Road, was joined by Abbey
O’Donnell to discuss routes into teaching and life as a teacher.
Architect John Wood (1998-2003) talked about the skills needed
to access this career, the training involved and some interesting
projects he has taken on.
There were also talks on the following careers and pathways and
what they have to oﬀer: chemical, mechanical and electrical
engineering from Nnamdi Nwaokocha and Ian Walker from GHD;
graduate careers in football, sports and events from Samuel Dunn
of UCFB; insurance and their service providers from Andy Dakin
of Virtus Validations Ltd. and Paul Taylor of Plantec Assist;
intensive care medicine from Dr. Daniel Nethercott on behalf of
Bolton NHS Trust; journalism and writing your own story from
35

Chapter 14

Boys produce
Best History
Magazine again

Boys produce Best History Magazine again

T

he HistOracle, a
school magazine written
and edited by students
from Bolton School
Boys’ Division, has won
the Historical
Association’s top prize
for Best School History
Magazine.
Head of History Ms.
Burgess said: “The
HistOracle is now in its
tenth year and will be
publishing its 21st
edition in the Spring. We
first entered it into the
Historical Association
Young Historian
competition in 2009 and
since then it has won the
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award for Best School History magazine seven times. When they

and school news. The Newtonian features scientific writing from

join the Sixth Form, as part of an informal contract with the

Sixth Form students and boys’ work regularly appears in The

History Department all of our History students agree to write at

Young Scientists Journal. Talking about how pupils are

least one article for the magazine during their A Level studies; in

encouraged to write, English Teacher Ms. Lord said: "We are keen

practice, many of the boys choose to write more than one. They

to support the boys' interests and find written modes to match.

are encouraged to write about any aspect of history at all in which

As an example, Able, Gifted and Talented writers drew together

they are interested and to explore historical topics beyond their

an edition of CreativesNow with a political focus including

experience of the subject at school. This has led to a fascinating

dystopian fiction, poetry reflecting on current world leaders and

range of topics over the years. Each edition has a core theme on

articles on expressive freedoms. Boys in Lower School, via our

which boys can focus their articles if they choose. We try to

Arts Award programme, are carrying out independent projects

decide on themes that are topical and relevant: First World War

focused on diverse written forms including performance poetry,

commemorations, the centenary of the Russian Revolution and

graphic novels and music journalism." A Year 8 class recently

the enfranchisement of women have generated some very

produced an anthology focusing on exile. The narratives explored

interesting articles. There are two editions a year and each

exile in its many forms and were inspired by the class book 'The

magazine is edited by a team of Year 12 boys, usually one from

Book Thief' by Markus Zusak.

each A Level set. Editors collect the articles, proofread, write the
editorial, design the cover and create additional features such as
quizzes. Producing The HistOracle gives the boys valuable
additional experience in research and formal writing and allows
them opportunities for creativity beyond the curriculum. The
magazine has now become a firm feature of the A Level History

“It is good for boys to write and here they are doing so across
many subjects. It stimulates their wider academic grasp of a
subject and their creative powers,” said Headmaster Philip Britton
“as well as helps them finesse their research, writing and
persuasive skills.”

experience at Bolton School and every year the boys are justly
proud of it.”
Across the year groups and academic disciplines, boys produce a
wide range of publications. The termly Bolt carries an eclectic
range of articles of interest to boys including academic, topical
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Artwork celebrates 10 years for Edwards Genesis

S

ixth Form students at Bolton School created
special artwork for inclusion in an Edwards Genesis
calendar, which celebrated 10 years of being in
business for the Leigh and Bolton-based Chartered
Surveyors. In previous years, able and talented artists
from Year 8 of the Girls’ Division and Boys’ Division
have donated work for Edwards Genesis calendars.
John Brownlow, a director at the firm whose children
have passed through the School, said: “we are grateful
for the fantastic work of the Year 13 students at Bolton
School, which helps us celebrate our 10th full year of
trading.”
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School Libraries’ magical Potter celebration

T

he School libraries were filled with aspiring young wizards and witches as
pupils celebrated Harry Potter Book Night in their lunchtime clubs. With pointy
hats for pupils and ‘Professor Caller’ wearing robes for the occasion, it was easy
to imagine the Girls’ Division Turret Library, Boys’ Division Lower School Library
and Junior Girls’ Library had transformed into Hogwarts.
Pupils were sorted into their Hogwarts Houses as part of the celebration.
Gryﬃndors, Huﬄepuﬀs, Ravenclaws and Slytherins then went head-to-head in a
competition to see which House could win the most points.
Pairs of pupils played a combination of Charades and Pictionary, hoping that the
rest of their House team would be able to guess a random Harry Potter item or
character. There was fierce rivalry between all four Houses and pupils thoroughly
enjoyed recognising things from the Wizarding World through their friends’ acting
and drawings.
They also had fun tracking down the Monster Book of Monsters – and gaining
extra House points if they knew how to subdue this dangerous volume!
The events in School were organised by librarian Mrs. Caller as part of
Bloomsbury’s Harry Potter Book Night, which annually encourages fans around
the world to host their own ‘book parties’ themed around the world of Harry
Potter.
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