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O

n Saturday 25th May, old boy Sir Ian McKellen turned 80. Sir Ian had spent
the previous day in school, reconnecting with former classmates and performing
his one-man show for current pupils in the Great Hall. What Sir Ian did not realise,
however, was that he would be returning to school that evening for a surprise
birthday party organised by his long-time friend and professional partner, director
Sean Mathias.
A small group of
students and recent
leavers were invited to
perform at Sir Ian’s party
– a once in a lifetime
opportunity. Recent
leavers travelled from
across to the country to
join Old Boy and actor
Ralf Little in this
performance, a tribute to
Sir Ian, which saw pupils
and leavers reprise the

2

very same roles which Sir Ian had once performed at school.
Whilst we were rehearsing in the Riley Centre, we caught brief

It. Jude Ashcroft then burst into the hall as Malvolio, urging the Alist audience to cease their merriment – to rapturous applause.

glimpses of Sir Ian’s guests arriving to the Arts Centre. Amongst

This was followed by an ensemble of Middle Schoolers and Sixth

the procession of household names who would comprise our

Formers who presented a scene from Macbeth, before recent

audience for the evening were Sir Derek Jacobi, Richard Wilson,

leavers Alex O’Loughlin and Billy Morrison took on the roles of a

Janet Street-Porter and ‘M’ herself, Dame Judi Dench.

young Prince Hal and the King he would grow up to be.

These famous faces greeted us with a round of applause as we
walked into the Arts Centre to perform. First up was Ralf, who
spoke of Sir Ian’s enormous impact on the school before

O’Loughlin’s Prince Hal lamented the burden of kingship, whilst
Morrison’s King Henry gave a fiery response to a mocking gift of
tennis balls from the Dauphin.
Year 8 returned bearing placards which
catalogued scenes from the Stonewall
Riots, the boys and Ralf with
unbuttoned shirts to reveal ‘I am
Gandalf and Magneto. Get over it!’ tshirts beneath; this clearly moved the
audience, who applauded and cheered
the boys as they arrived onto the
stage. Stonewall had been founded 30 years earlier, to the very
day, in McKellen’s living room. Lewis Pierson, spoke lines about
service from the As You Like It speech when the applause abated.
Alumnus Charlie Derrar followed, with an equally moving speech
from Sir Thomas More, focussing on timely issues such as
tolerance and respect.

introducing Year 8 pupils who gave powerful readings from

Recent leavers Mohammed Master and Adam Critchlow then

Tolkien and the ‘All the world’s a stage’ speech from As You Like

reprised their roles as the wizard Prospero and his slave Caliban
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from the school’s 2018 production of The Tempest. The scene
combined elements of physical comedy, dramatic confrontation
and pathos and many guests went out of their way later to
congratulate the two on their superb performance.
To close the performance, Mohammed and Adam were joined on
stage by fellow recent leavers James Stevens, Sammy Gatenby
and Sam Warburton, who read extracts from Sir Ian’s teenage
memoirs in which Sir Ian fondly remembered his school days and
reflected on the transition from boyhood to manhood. We were
met with a standing ovation whilst Sir Ian came up to shake our
hands. It was diﬃcult not to be overwhelmed by this emotional
climax and many in the audience were in tears whilst pupils took
their bow and made their way to the back of the hall where we
were able to enjoy the rest of Sir Ian’s party.
Watching the remainder of the performances, I was struck by just
how much Sir Ian meant to his friends and colleagues. Tributes
came pouring in from friends who could not make it, including Sir

This was a magical, surreal night and I can confidently speak for

Elton John and Dame Maggie Smith. Sean Mathias closed the

all of the boys involved in saying that we thoroughly enjoyed

event with his own deeply moving tribute to Sir Ian.

ourselves and will never forget this experience. Thanks must go
to Mrs. Firth and Miss Tunstall for supervising and supporting

Following this, whilst pupils headed oﬀ, recent leavers remained.

pupils throughout the evening, to Ralf for his calm leadership,

Sir Ian posed for photos and thanked each of us individually.

which quelled our nerves, and, most of all, to Miss Lord, who put

Dame Judi spent some twenty minutes chatting to us, taking a

the entire performance together and without whom none of this

genuine interest in our lives and applauding the bravery of pupils,

would have been possible.

particularly the Year 8s, who had just performed in front of some
of the most talented actors in British history.
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E

arlier in the year, former pupil Rob Dobson, who now works for Edinburghbased Robotical, sent educational robot products, retro computers and technical
expertise to pupils in the Electronics Club. Having attended the boys' summer
Prizegiving the evening before and watched the DT prize, which he donated, being
given to Year 13 student Sam Bruton, Rob spent the morning inspiring the next
generation of entrepreneurial engineers.
Working with Jack Swires from Year 10 and Nathan Donaldson, an Electronics A
Level student, Rob helped them with their projects using the equipment he had
donated. The small team worked hard throughout the morning and were delighted
to build versions of Space Invaders and Manic Miner, video games from the 1980s!
Mr. Butchart oversaw proceedings and said: “It has been a really productive
morning and we are indebted to Rob for giving his time, expertise and equipment.
He helps stretch our DTE pupils that little bit further and, as a technology
entrepreneur, oﬀers them invaluable career advice.”
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P

upils in Years 7-10 have created artwork to be displayed at Horwich Parkway
Station.
The boys were asked by Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM), who own the
station, to create artwork that celebrated Horwich Parkway, Bolton and Greater
Manchester.
Called the Young Artists’ Collective (YAC), which meets weekly, the students
created a range of artwork to reflect the themes of sport, industry, transport and
the environment.
The artwork was opened in June with representatives from TfGM, Northern,
Network Rail and Bolton School. The work will be on permanent display.
Jen Brewer, Art Teacher at Bolton School, said: “The boys have really enjoyed their
experience of working together towards a professional brief. After visiting and
photographing the local area, talking with local residents and businesses in
Horwich, the boys worked hard to produce some superb outcomes through a
variety of diﬀerent media. It’s great to see this artwork at Horwich Parkway. YAC
has a passion for art and design and the pupils have worked brilliantly as a
collective and as individuals to produce art that reflects both their own interests
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and the surrounding area. It’s a showcase for their talent and
provides a real connection between the station and the local
community. I hope the many passengers who use Horwich
Parkway get to see and appreciate it. A great job, lads. Well
done!”
Michael Keating, TfGM’s Rail Stations’ Manager said: “As part of
recent improvement activities, we have been really keen to put
customers and users at the centre of everything we are doing
here at Horwich Parkway. The station is a vital part of the
community and we wanted our young people to be proud of the
station and have a sense of ownership and belonging.
“We are really grateful therefore that we have been able to work
with the talented students from Bolton School to create artwork
that represents Horwich, Bolton and Greater Manchester. This
project, and these art installations in particular, are a fantastic
example of how the local community can work together in
partnership and really inject that sense of pride in public
facilities.”
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Y

ear 7 pupils enjoyed peer reviewing each other’s artwork, which has been

created for the Arts Award Bronze and was on display – on boards and on screen
– at the School’s Arts Centre. Work displayed encompassed a number of
disciplines, including art, design, photography, music, creative cooking, animation
and drama.
All the photography and creative writing work had been carried out by the boys
independently over the academic year and had been submitted towards the Arts
Award. The work, organised in themes, had been curated by five Year 7 boys, who
had helped with the development of the projects and had worked as a collective to
select work for the exhibition.
The year group was asked to reflect on each other's work, choosing their favourite
piece of artwork and then writing a message to the artist telling them what they
liked about their work. They also photographed the piece and picked out three
words that best described it. The boys then answered the question of what they
would do if they were given £1,000 to continue their art project before considering
what had been their biggest achievements.
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The Arts Award falls into four stages: researching your Arts
inspiration; attending and reviewing an Arts event, participating in
the Arts; and sharing your skills with others.

Later, the boys were inspired to carry on with their art aspirations
in future years by Year 8 boys, who recited their own pieces of
creative writing. They also learnt from Year 12 student Will Hardy
about his rotoscope film, which was based on surroundings and
settings. His two-minute film comprised 25 slides or frames per
second, each of which had been hand drawn; the boys were
impressed that he had spent over 50 hours on the project.

12

Chapter 5

Boys wake
up to Yoga
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W

igan House began International Yoga Day and Summer Solstice Day with a
15-minute session designed to promote mindfulness and wellbeing. During June,
all four houses undertook this positive way of starting the day. Yoga Club at Bolton
School has been running every week for two years, and is popular with boys
across all age groups.
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P

upils from both Divisions joined Chloe Germaine Buckley from Manchester
Metropolitan University (MMU) in the Library for two special Book Club meetings.
The event was part of a pilot scheme run by Chloe, Alex W and Blanca from
Manchester Centre for Youth Studies, who have received funding through the
Siobhan Dowd Trust to purchase books in order to set up these sessions in
schools. The group is looking at diversity in young adult fiction, the environment,
feminism and racism, along with young people’s reading engagement, and hopes
that their project could transform into long-term book groups throughout
Manchester.
Year 10 pupils were invited to read and talk about The Curious Tale of the Lady
Caraboo by Catherine Johnson. A second session, which was open to younger
pupils as well, focused on Alex Wheatle’s young adult novel Liccle Bit. Pupils were
keen to discuss in detail the issues raised in both of these books.
The Bolton School pupils involved each received copies of the books to keep and
were keen to discuss The Curious Tale of the Lady Caraboo and Liccle Bit in detail
with Chloe and each other over the course of lunchtime. Year 10 pupils enjoyed a
delicious spread provided by the Catering Department while talking about Liccle
Bit and its themes.
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Top Musicians perform at a RNCM Concert

T

op musicians from the Boys’ Division joined performers from the Bolton
Music Service, Oldham Council Music Service and the Greater Manchester and
Derbyshire Hubs in rehearsing and delivering creative and exciting performances
at the Royal Northern College of Music’s (RNCM) Wind, Brass and Percussion
Festival, ‘Soundscapes of Heaven & Earth’.
During the day, Bolton School musicians performed Berlioz with Conductor Mark
Heron alongside students from the RNCM and Greater Manchester Music Hub.
Reflecting on the event, Mr. Heron said: “This has been a fantastic project with
young musicians from around the North West. You were all brilliant!”
Later in the evening, four boys joined the incredible RNCM’s ArkEnsemble for their
final piece, in what was a truly inspiring concert. Music Teacher Miss Sherry said:
“The boys have thoroughly enjoyed themselves - thank you for pushing them firmly
out of their comfort zone!”
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C

aroline Slifkin, an educator who teaches pupils about the Holocaust and
genocide through art, led an engaging workshop with talented Year 8 and Year 9
artists. Working through mixed media, pupils responded creatively, having earlier
considered the definition of genocide and the stages that accompany it. The
session, funded by Bolton’s Achievement Cohesion and Integration Service (ACIS),
followed on from artwork created by the boys for the Holocaust Memorial Service
earlier in the year. The class considered, in depth, the 1994 genocide against the
Tutsi in Rwanda and the Bosnian genocide.
Caroline commented: “Today, the boys have taken a cross-curricular approach
and have used their artistic flair to try and understand how genocide victims
responded and how they attempted to build their lives afterwards. I have been very
impressed with their eﬀorts.”
Oliver Leahy of Year 9 reflected
on what the day had taught him
and how he had developed his
piece of art: “I have learnt about
the absolute horror of genocide.
My work has been influenced by
the Rwanda genocide and the
20

final solution in World War II; it is in three pieces considering
transportation to the concentration camp, at the concentration
camp and liberation from the camp. My artwork is shaped as two
eyes, and this reflects how you are seeing everything through
someone else’s viewpoint.”
The artwork was displayed in the Festival Hall, Bolton Town Hall
alongside pieces from other local schoolchildren at the Bolton
Genocide Memorial Event, which took place on Wednesday 19
June. The event, featured music, poetry, speeches and art,
brought together schools, community organisations and civic
leaders to remember the victims of genocide, and raise
awareness of those displaced by conflict across the world.
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B

olton School has won this year’s Institute of Development Professionals in Education
(IDPE) Schools’ Fundraising Campaign of the Year award. The accolade was bestowed upon
the School after voting from other IDPE member schools. Head of Development Laura Firth
and Development Manager Laura Rooney were delighted to collect the award at a ceremony
held at Birmingham’s Hilton Metropole Hotel during the IDPE Conference, at which
Headmistress of the Girls’ Division Sue Hincks was also in attendance, in her capacity as
2019 President of the Girls' Schools Association (GSA).
The winner was deemed to be the School that had best raised the fundraising bar by
demonstrating creativity or innovation and success within a fundraising campaign. The
judging panel’s shortlisting comments were: 'This was a well-executed fundraising campaign
that shows what can be achieved if everyone is working to the same objectives.'
Mrs. Firth, who had earlier delivered a session at the conference with Headmaster of the Boys’ Division Philip Britton, said: ‘Our long-term
ambition is to build a Bursary Fund able to support one in three children, replicating the level of access enjoyed during the Direct Grant era. Using
the School’s centenary celebrations as a catalyst, in September 2014, we began the 100 Campaign for Bolton School Bursaries, with the aim of
raising £5m by August 2018, a target we were delighted to achieve.’
During the four years of the 100 Campaign, every £1 spent on fundraising resulted in £6.40 for the School. Participation in the 100 Campaign
came overwhelmingly from Alumni, but also from former parents, current parents and charitable trusts.
The 100 Campaign galvanised new and existing donors in their support for the Bursary Fund, embedding the School’s ambitious long-term vision
for open access within the psyche of the entire School community.
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A

Beijing 2008 Olympics Oﬃcial’s Blazer has been presented to Bolton
School by Gus Pinker, FINA Technical Water Polo Committee Member from South
Africa. Gus has been a Commonwealth Games Oﬃcial three times, and the Tokyo
2020 will be his fifth Olympic Games. His first major final was at the Manchester
Commonwealth Games in 2002, where he also worked with staﬀ and pupils from
Bolton School.
He presented his Beijing Oﬃcial’s Blazer to a group of four Bolton School Alumni,
who are now Senior International Water polo players: Charles Booth, Aaron
Winstanley (who also now teaches at the Junior Boys' School), Lewis Daly and Ed
Scott.
The blazer will go on display as part of the School's collection of sporting
memorabilia in the Dining Hall, which is designed to “inspire the next
generation”. The School is delighted to accept this kind donation from Gus and
hope that on his next visit to the UK he will be able to come to School to address
the pupils in person.
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Sir Ian McKellen
spends Special
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Sir Ian McKellen spends Special Day at School

T

he Boys’ Division was delighted to welcome Sir Ian McKellen, a former pupil,
on his 80th birthday weekend. Taking time out of his national tour, he began his
busy day with a lunchtime reunion of former classmates (Sir Ian left as Captain of
the School in 1958), which saw him address the audience and cut his birthday
cake before the singing of ‘Happy Birthday’. Moments later and he was performing
an abridged version of his ‘show’ in the Great Hall in front of 600 pupils from Years
7-10, former pupils and staﬀ.
Walking down the centre aisle and ending up on stage, Sir Ian opened with a
reading from Lord of the Rings. Two boys then found themselves sharing the stage
with Sir Ian, holding Glamdring, Gandalf’s actual sword and were thrilled to get a
‘selfie’ with him wearing the Gandalf hat!
Sir Ian told of his love of pantomime and he reprised his Widow Twankey role,
which involved throwing sweets, oranges and bananas into the audience. In a
performance in which he narrated and acted, he revisited early memories, aged 3,
of seeing Peter Pan at the Palace Theatre in Manchester and he recalled the three
Bolton theatres and what they did (now all gone), his memories of going backstage
at one of them and only then realising he wanted to act, which in turn led to acting
at school. He told how plays were produced every term at the School’s theatre,
Hopefield, and how he became involved and ultimately acted in Henry V.
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He reminisced over his Cambridge days, where he met actors

‘Before the afternoon show, Sir Ian had been guest of honour at a

such as Miriam Margolyes and Sir Derek Jacobi and talked about

birthday lunch in school where 30 of his 80-year-old classmates

how, afterwards, he began working professionally at a repertoire

had gathered to wish him well and remember old times. As Sir Ian

theatre. The audience was given a tantalising glimpse of a scene

said: “It is a party for us all.” The School had first had the idea of

from the musical Cats, which he will perform in later this year; he

inviting classmates and we were delighted by how many were

also spoke about realising he was gay and how Section 28

able to travel – some coming from as far afield as Scotland and

inspired him to become an activist, telling how he eventually

France.

came out on radio while arguing against Section 28. He closed
with a speech from Sir Thomas More, which was first performed
not in Shakespeare’s lifetime but in the 20th century by McKellen
himself.
Headmaster Philip Britton said: ‘It was wonderful to welcome Sir
Ian back to give the boys a performance of some of his 80th
birthday show on the Great Hall stage, where he had done some
of his acting as a boy. His obvious sense of fun, his
acknowledgement of how teachers had indulged and nurtured his
passion for acting and the sense of gratefulness for opportunity
was brilliant to see. It was an amazing experience for the boys at
the end of their exam week!
‘In the Q&A we learned he was in Blackburn House when at
school (who would have thought he would remember after 60
years?!), his favourite subject was Geography and he wished he
had been better at Maths and Science. And we started a debate
on whether Gandalf or Magneto would win a contest!

‘Later on Friday, it was a real privilege that the School Arts
Centre, used to catering for dinners and weddings, had been
selected as the venue for Sir Ian’s surprise 80th birthday party.
The stellar list of guests genuinely surprised him, and he had a
wonderful evening. Some boys from school and some younger
Old Boys involved in acting put on a short show of his acting life
at school, receiving a standing ovation from the A-list acting
audience.’
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A

lumni from both Divisions returned to Bolton School as the Summer Term drew to
a close. A large group of Old Boys and Old Girls joined current Year 12 students in the
Arts Centre to talk about life after A Levels.
A question and answer session with a panel of recent leavers allowed Sixth Formers to
find out more about university. The tips and advice included saying yes to everything,
getting involved with sports teams and societies, learning to cook before leaving
home, and not being afraid to phone parents for help and a chat. Year 12 students
were then invited to talk more informally with the visiting alumni about their
experiences after leaving Bolton School. They were split into five groups: Medical
Sciences; Law, Humanities and Social Sciences; Arts and Languages; Engineering,
Applied Sciences and Maths; and Gap Year, Degree Apprenticeships and Employment.
This was a great opportunity for students to find out first-hand about the step up from
A Level and what university, apprenticeships and employment are actually like.
The afternoon ended with a drinks reception attended by the Class of 2018. This afterschool reunion in the Leverhulme Suite of the Riley Sixth Form Centre gave the
youngest of Bolton School’s Old Girls and Old Boys the chance to catch up with their
classmates and former teachers and share their exploits since leaving Bolton School
last summer.
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S

ixth Form boys recently
took part in two days of
Business Enterprise and
Skills Training (BEST). This
event is designed to prepare
Year 12 students for the
world of work by helping
them to develop a range of
skills relevant to business
and entrepreneurship.
As a warm-up task to begin the first day, boys were asked to come up with
marketing ideas for a new game. This was followed by a keynote address and
interview skills workshop with Chris Reynolds. Students spent the rest of the
morning creating video CVs on iPads, which were then reviewed in groups with
constructive feedback from staﬀ and peers. In the afternoon, Phil Warriner led a
session on communication and students practiced assessment centre activities
with Steph Foster. After school and an energiser activity, students had the
opportunity for some interview practise and obtained feedback from the volunteers
who were mainly parents and former students.
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On the second day, students reconvened for more skill-building
through a variety of workshops. Steph Foster talked about the
‘Recruitment Hoops’ that must be jumped through and, in the
afternoon, led a task to help improve communication skills.
Practical tasks ‘All Adrift’ and ‘Don’t Spill It’ got the boys to focus
on their teamwork. Old Boy Pete Aunins (Class of 1996) led a
session on ‘The Economics of Free Apps’ and challenged the
Year 12s to consider how companies convince their users to keep
playing. There was also a Dragons’ Den style challenge, in which
groups had to consider which London restaurant they would like
to renovate and run and produce a plan with detailed reasoning
behind their decisions. This was run by KPMG employees: Sophie
Mondo and Ruth Winter on the Tuesday and Old Girl Hannah
Taylor (Class of 2010) and her colleague Richard Woolley on
Thursday.
During the
same week,
students also
took part in a
leadership
training course
with the Army,
which included
an intensive
assault course.
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