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Welcome to the Summer edition of The Bolt Magazine.
In this edition we feature our usual variety, ranging from history to sport.
With a gruesome focus on death and murder, Cameron discusses the man-eating leopards in India,
Owais explores Charles Bronson’s time in solitary confinement and past convictions, while, going all
the way back to 1598, Levi talks about the fall of the Romanov Family.
Focusing on sport, Fraser looks ahead to all the sporting fixtures and events during the summer
holidays and gives his predictions on a few.
Following the release of the 2019 version of Dumbo, William reviews Dumbo and gives his verdict on
the film.
Meanwhile, in A Day in the Life, the departing management team are in the hot seat Matthew
Schaffel, Bilal Asghar and Dominic Hardy.

From all of ‘The Bolt’ team I hope you enjoy this edition and your summer holidays.

Aashir Khan, Editor

A Day In The Life: Matthew Schaffel, Dominic
Hardy and Bilal Asghar
We always see Matthew, Bilal and Dominic standing gracefully at the front of the Great Hall at every
full school assembly, however no-one truly knows their interests, favourite food and favourite films.
We went to find out.

What was your first day at Bolton school like?
MS: Scary. I remember walking into the back of the Great Hall. It was an intimidating
experience. I remember vividly meeting Mr Joseph and he is exactly the same as the first day.
BA: I got lost about twice. Overall, it was a good day.
DH: Mesmerising, as I came from a very small school and the building seemed huge to me and
it felt like Hogwarts.

What were your initial thoughts of Bolton School when you first saw it?
MS: Coming from a primary school that wasn’t Park Road, it was the feeling of knowing no
one, but it grows on you.
BA: I really liked the Latin on the bookshelf next to the library. I really liked the old style of the
building and it has a lot of history behind it. I also liked the library and the organ in the
assembly.
DH: The same as Bilal, just the significance of it.

Coke or Pepsi?
MS: Pepsi, as Coke is more mainstream, as Pepsi has such a better taste than coke. It has to be
in a glass bottle.
BA: Irn-Bru.
DH: Coke.

Milk, Dark or White Chocolate?
MS: A tip on getting great results is to take food such as dark chocolate. When I’m revising I
eat dark because it’s like a performance enhancing drug.
BA: White chocolate no question.
DH: Dark. I love it.

What is your favourite book and why?
MS: DH Berry’s translation of Cicero’s speeches. I keep a copy by my bedside and it’s a regular
read.
BA: The End of Eternity by Asimov as he blends politics with science fiction.
DH: Swallows and Amazons because it’s to do with the Lake District.

What is your favourite film and why?
MS: Star Wars Episode 3
BA: The Thin Red Line, a war movie from 1998.
DH: I like all films.

Where is your favourite place in school and why?
MS: The Latin office, because of all the cool roman figures.
BA: The gate to the Headmaster’s garden.
DH: The school climbing wall as I’ve built an attachment to it.

If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why?
MS: To eat spicy food.
BA: Invisibility because no one knows you are there so they don’t bother you.
DH: Enhanced knowledge.

If you could go back in time and meet anyone, who would you meet?
MS: Cicero
BA: Saladin
DH: Ernest Shackleton

If you could be any animal, what would you be and why?
MS: A cat, as I like the idea of taking advantage of people when they give me food.
BA: The Markhor.
DH: A swift. I think they fly majestically.

If you could visit any place in the world, where would you go and why?
MS: North Korea. I want to see what it’s really like.
BA: Cuba
DH: Mount Denali in North America. It’s on my bucket list.

Describe each other in five words
DH describing MS: The next Cicero, disturbingly dictatorial .
DH describing BA: Funny, knowledgeable, beast in gym.
MS describing DH: Gym lad, outdoor expert, geographer.

What are you afraid of?
MS: Failure
BA: Fear itself
DH: After this year, seeing Schaffel in the corridor, as it brings more jobs.

What should everyone try once in their lifetime?
MS: Halloumi
BA: Visiting a different country and learning the language.
DH: The feeling of being in the middle of nowhere with mountains surrounding you .

You can invite three people to a dinner, living or dead. Who do you invite?
MS: Julian Caesar; Pompeii and Crassus.
BA: Mohammed Ali Jinnah (Founder of Pakistan), King Charles the 12th of Sweden and
Bismarck.
DH: David Attenborough and Jimmy Chin .
What is your favourite sport?
MS: Water polo
BA: Cricket
DH: Rugby

If you could go back to any school year what year would you go to and why?
MS: Yr 11, because of the Italy trip.
BA: Yr 12: the feeling of being sixth form without the stress of exams.
DH: Yr 12, because it wasn’t too much stress.

What’s the most embarrassing moment you have had?
MS: Introducing the guest speaker at the Tillotson Prize. I didn’t know I had to introduce him.
BA: I forgot which country I was in model UN.
DH: Grilling my finger.

What’s been your most stressful moment?
MS: Easter holidays Yr 12
BA: Doing a 20 mark History essay in 10 minutes.
DH: Trying to get someone with haste down to base camp, which was a 40-60 minutes ordeal
in the Himalayas.

How did it first feel when you got your roles?
MS: It’s was alright. My mum did cry.
BA: Surprised.
DH: Elated, really happy.

What has been the most surreal moment?
MS: Giving a rapturous speech at model UN and everyone applauded.
BA: Coming to Bolton School for the first time ever.
DH: Standing at 6100 meters.

How does it feel standing at the front of the Great Hall?
MS: I spend half the time at the front worrying that I haven’t done my fly from water polo.
BA: Intimidating at first. Then it becomes fun watching people do what they do when they
think that no one is watching them.
DH: I play a game, which is “Spot a certain pupil in the Great Hall”.

What’s the best thing about being a captain of the school?
MS: The biscuits on a Friday.
BA: Being able to order people around.
DH: Being part of unique part of school.

Funniest school moment?
MS: Annoying a Russian exchange bureau on a Russian trip.
BA: This interview.
DH: *Couldn’t think of one*.

What will be the one thing that you will always remember about Bolton School?
MS: The people and the atmosphere.
BA: The organ music.
DH: The people and the atmosphere.

If you could know the absolute and total truth to one questions, what question would you
ask?
MS: What do you honestly think about me?
BA: What the best political system is and to ask Aristotle what he things about today’s politics.
DH: Is climate change real?

Thank you to Matthew, Dominic and Bilal for their time and good luck in the future.

India’s Man Eating Leopards
Leopards are one of the most notorious big cats when it
comes to preying on humans. Even though leopards as a
species spread from Africa to Russia, India is the main
country where leopards kill and eat people. But why is
that? Cameron Weatherley 8d finds out.

The Main Cause
In the more rural areas of India, many towns and villages are built into Indian Leopards’ habitat. Since
there is no available food for leopards, as a last resort, they kill and eat people. They are the usual
reasons, but sometimes leopard eat a dead carcass that for some reason hasn’t been buried and get a
taste for it. This can spread through generations.
How They Do It
Many times this is an easy task for the leopards, because the rural areas aren’t as rich and sometimes
leopards can just enter houses. Leopards are also excellent climbers and if there is a tree or branch
near a balcony or window, the leopard can just jump in. As a species, cats are all very stealthy and
leopards are one of the stealthiest out of all of them. This makes it even easier to hunt for people.
Additionally, leopards mainly hunt at night, so you never know when you are being hunted!

FAMOUS MAN EATERS
The Leopard of Rudraprayag
The leopard of Rudraprayag is one of the most famous man eating
leopards in India, killing over 125 people. The leopard’s first victim
was in 1918 in Benji Village. Until 1926 the leopard killed many
people, all at night, using any means necessary to eat human flesh.
On the 2nd May 1926 the English hunter and author Jim Corbett
killed the leopard.
The Panar Leopard
The Panar leopard was also killed by Jim Corbett, after killing over 400 people! The Panar leopard ate
people because it had been injured and lost the ability to hunt wild animals, so it resorted to humans.
One theory is that the leopard got shot by a hunter and ate people in revenge. When Jim Corbett
killed the leopard it initially survived, until he tracked it down and shot it again.
The Devilish Cunning Panther
Also known as the leopard of the Central Provinces, this is another Indian man eating leopard. The
single male leopard killed 150 women and children in the course of a few years. On average the
leopard killed 2-3 people per day. One strange thing about the hunts were that they took place up to
30 miles away! An unknown hunter tried to track down the leopard in a village, but it kept either
escaping or killing more people. When the leopard was shot, the hunter came to the conclusion that it
must have been fed human flesh as a baby.

The Fall of the Romanovs
From 1613 onwards the Romanov Family were one of Europe’s most powerful families. Who were
they though? How did they come into power and what did they do? Levi Higham, 8d answers these
questions and more.
From 1598-1613 Russia experienced a 15- year period called the Time of Troubles. From this, a new
leader rose, and he quickly became the new Tsar (Emperor) of Russia. He was Mikhail Romanov and
soon became Mikhail I. His family, the Romanovs, included some of Russia’s most famous Tsars:
Peter the Great, Elizabeth of Russia and Catherine the Great. So how did this great dynasty, that had
ruled all of Imperial Russia for over 300 years, meet its demise? Let me tell you the horrific story of
the last Romanovs.
The story begins in 1887, with 17-year-old Vladimir Ulyanov watching as his brother, Aleksandra
Ulyanov, was hung for an assassination attempt against the current Tsar Alexander III. Vladimir is
filled with hate for the state of Russia and the Royal Family. Vladimir, who later became known as
Vladimir Lenin, will later lead the people of Russia to revolt against the Romanov Family.
By 1894, Tsar Alexander had died, and his son Nicholas became Tsar
Nicholas II. Nicholas led Russia when most of the population were
impoverished. The people had neither food nor money. Over the course
of his reign, it is thought that millions of poor Russians died due to
starvation. Furthermore, Tsar Nicholas II was unable to rule effectively.
He made poor decisions that led to worsening relations with the
government and increased hardship for civilians and soldiers alike.
Nicholas had refused to accept any reduction in the absolute power
that he had.
What probably sealed their fate was the First World War. Nicholas
declared himself Commander in Chief of the Army and departed for the
Eastern Front to take control of operations. However Nicholas was not
well educated in the tactics of war. Moreover, his absence left a weakened government.
As the war continued, the quality and effectiveness of the Russian Empire’s government was called
into question. The departure of Nicholas II to the war meant that his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, was in
control of the country. Alexandra was not popular in Russia. She was reserved and quite awkward in
public. More importantly, she was a German princess and some were suspicious as to where her
loyalties lay in the War.
The Imperial Family became more unpopular as the Tsarina fell under
the influence of Grigori Rasputin. Rasputin was a monk from Siberia
and was infamous for drunkenness and for womanizing. However, he
also gained a reputation as a healer, performing amazing feats and
miracles.
Rasputin came to the attention of the Royal family in April 1907 when
Alexandra called on him to heal her only son, Tsarevich Alexei. He was
suffering from painful bleeding as a result of an injury. It was not
publicly known at the time, but Alexei suffered from the blood disease
haemophilia.

Rasputin continued to influence the Tsarina. He influenced her on appointments to the
government and began to interfere with important decisions.
To the Russian people, Rasputin symbolised everything that was wrong with the Royal Family. The
court and the Imperial Family became objects of ridicule and were despised by the Russian people.
Rasputin’s murder by royalists at the end of 1916 came too late to undo the damage he had already
caused.
Then, in February 1917, all hell broke loose.
The February Revolution erupted into mass
protests against food rationing. The Revolution
lasted 8 days. It involved demonstrations and
violent armed clashes between revolutionaries
and the police. On 27 February 1917, Russian
armed forces sided with the revolutionaries, storming the Winter Palace and seizing anything they
could. Three days later Tsar Nicholas II abdicated, ending the 300-year Romanov rule.
From that point Prince Georgy Lvov led a Provisional Government which replaced the Council of
Ministers. He was the first and last, post-imperial Prime Minister of Russia.
After 6 months of Provisional Government rule in Russia, the October Revolution struck.
Vladimir Lenin (remember him!) and his Bolshevik party revolted against the Provisional
Government and took charge of Russia. The RSFSR (Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic)
was born, which later became the USSR or the Soviet Union.
So what was happening to the Imperial Family? After the February Revolution, the family
sought asylum in the UK, where Nicholas’ cousin, George V, was King. At first, George accepted
his request, but the family were unpopular with Parliament and the British people and so were
denied refuge.
The Romanovs were exiled and imprisoned in rural Siberia. They arrived at Ipatiev House in the
town of Yekaterinburg. This would be their final resting place.
In the early hours of 17 July 1918, around 2am, the family were awoken by soldiers and were
ordered to get dressed and then led into the basement. The whole family (Nicholas, Alexandra, Olga,
Tatiana, Maria, Anastasia and Alexei) were all sat against the basement wall. They were told that
anti-Bolshevik revolutionaries were closing in, and they would be safer there. The daughters,
however, had guessed their fate and in preparation had already sewn priceless jewelry into their
coats to act as protective armour.
The soldiers then aimed their weapons and first
shot the Tsar before unleashing rapid fire upon the
whole of the Imperial Family. The bullets killed the
Tsar, Tsarina and their son. The daughters, who
survived because of the jewels in their coats which
deflected the bullets, were then murdered by
bayonets. The wall of the basement of Ipatiev
House is blistered with bullets.

This execution was highly criticised amongst the Russian people. Although they hated the Tsar’s rule,
they did not see a need for this massacre. The Tsar had already abdicated the throne so there was no
need to murder them.
In 1979, an amateur archaeologist discovered the remains of a man, a
woman and three young girls just outside Yekaterinburg. Nineteen
years later, these remains were confirmed to be those of the Imperial
Family. However, the remains of Alexei and Anastasia were never
found. This fueled many conspiracy theories that the two children were
still alive, especially, the daughter, Anastasia. Anastasia’s potential
escape and possible survival was one of the most famous historical
mysteries of the 20th century, inspiring many books and films, most
notably the 1997 film, Anastasia.
Throughout the 20th century, many women claimed to be Anastasia.
However in 2007, a historian discovered the remains of a young boy and
a young girl not so far away from the remains of Nicholas. DNA later confirmed them to be Anastasia
and Alexei.
So why is this story so famous? The story of the
Romanovs shows the violent rule of the Bolsheviks,
which would later lead to their downfall. Many
people continued to protest against the Soviet
Government, saying that there was no need to kill
the family after they had left peacefully. Although
the people of Russia hated the Tsar and his
Government, they still felt that their murder was
inhuman and unnecessary. The Supreme Court of
Russia later ruled that Nicholas II and his family
were victims of political persecution.
On 17th July 1998, the Tsar and his family were
buried in the St Peter and Paul Cathedral in St Petersburg. It was attended by many political
figures including the then-President of Russia, Boris Yeltsin and Prince Michael of Kent. The whole
family were later canonized (made Saints) by the Russian Orthodox Church.

"Today is a historic day for Russia. For many years, we kept quiet about this monstrous
crime, but the truth has to be spoken."
Boris Yeltsin, President of Russia (1991-1999)

Britain’s Most Notorious Criminal
You may have heard Charles Bronson being mentioned now and again in the news but who is he,
why is he in prison and how did he end up as Britain’s most notorious criminal? Owais Khalid 10b
tells us more.

If you’ve seen the 2008 film Bronson, you will already know that Charles Bronson is one of Britain’s
most dangerous criminals alive. Although he is named after the Hollywood actor, he was actually
born as Michaal Gordon Peterson. Bronson later changed his name to Charles Salvador (after the
artist Salvador Dalí), but to avoid any unnecessary confusion, I will continue to refer to him as
Bronson. With convictions for kidnapping, armed robbery, assault and much more, people are
starting to question whether his 44 years in prison may be the reason for his violence.Raised in Luton,
England, he was born into a quite successful family, with his aunt and uncle being mayors. He was
often described as a “smart child who was often quite gentle and stood up for the weak”. But this
didn’t last long.
At the age of 13, Branson was charged as a juvenile delinquent for stealing and was apparently in a
gang. He left school early and got a job at Tesco, which only lasted two weeks, as he attacked his
manager. He had got in trouble for criminal damage but was let off with a fine and some probation.
Bronson had been through many jobs, the majority of them factory work or labouring. However, one
of his more interesting jobs, was a “circus strongman.” But his strength was not going to let him off
the hook with his crimes. Even naming all of his crimes would take more than one article, but he has
committed many unusual ones.
The first time Bronson was arrested was for armed robbery at the young age of 22. He was sentenced
to seven years in prison. During this sentence, he attacked two other prisoners, who didn’t even
provoke him. That got him some time in solitary confinement – something which he will see much
more of as we go along. Sedatives made him extremely ill, which caused many problems for staff as
he couldn’t have been calmed any other way. If not in solitary, he would attack prisoners and guards.
He was even divorced from his wife when he was in prison, making him even more chaotic and
troublesome. However, he stayed true to his solitary workout routine and even wrote a book
(“Solitary Fitness”) about it.
Once in prison in London, he tried
to poison an inmate. This was the
straw that broke the camel’s back.
The authorities had transferred him
to his first psychiatric facility where
he met two of Britain’s ruthless
gangsters: the Kray Twins. Bronson
called the twins “The best two guys
I’ve ever met.” But that friendship
didn’t last long as he was moved
back into prison. Following many
months in solitary, several escape attempts and numerous attacks on prisoners, he was deemed no
longer a criminal but as mentally ill.

He was transferred to another psychiatric hospital where he was only five seconds away from killing
another patient, who had taken the life of an innocent child. He was very uncomfortable surrounded
by people “who ran into walls constantly, using their own heads as rams until they fell unconscious.”
He led three rooftop protests which damaged over £500,000 of equipment, and went on several
hunger strikes. Although he is mainly described as a troublesome man, he finds solace in writing
poems and sketching pictures and even won awards for his work. This didn’t stop his violence
though. Despite being in many asylums, he was never diagnosed with any mental illnesses and even
said himself that “Asylums are crazy places with crazy rules. If you’re not mad when you arrive, you
are when you leave.”
He continued to cause trouble, moving from facilities to prisons, stabbing inmates and leading
rooftop protests until he strangled a prison governor. He was not allowed out of isolation until he
finished his sentence.
But this is only the mere beginnings of his infamous life. He fought again, robbed several times and
even killed a Rottweiler in bare knuckle fighting, which he later said was his biggest regrets. He even
once took a librarian hostage, only 52 days after being released from prison, demanding an inflatable
doll, a helicopter and a cup of tea. He was given eight years, although he said that he was going to
blow off his own head. He was arrested and even though he attacked a governor, he was starting to
get much better after being allowed to interact with handicapped children.
He was a fit and healthy man, but all of his time in darkness has had many negative effects on his
vision and his social skills. It was only then, lawyers started to get on his side. After the film Bronson
came out and he became well known over the
world, people offered their support considering his
incarceration had gone on too long.
In total, out of the 44 + years he has served, 36 of
them have been in solitary confinement. Many
people blame his harsh treatment the reason for
his bad behaviour, and many governors are
conflicted with what to do with him.
Bronson once said, “I’m a nice guy, but sometimes
I lose all my sense and become nasty. That doesn’t
make me evil, just confused.” Do you think that the
authorities are being too harsh to Bronson, or do
you think that he deserves a longer sentence?

Summer of Sport
With the summer holidays upcoming, Fraser Sackfield looks all the sport you can relax and watch.
As we break up from school, there is still plenty of sport to look forward to for the rest of the summer.
Hopefully the British weather will be kind and we can enjoy some British success. Some highlights are:

Cricket
By the time you read this England will either be knocked out the Cricket World Cup or we will be looking forward to a
final at Lords. Things have not gone to plan and England, who were the favourites, are under pressure from India and
Australia. The long wait for a World Cup triumph may continue.
Football
England could have more success in the Women’s World Cup in France. They qualified for the quarter finals after a
shocking protest by Cameroon over VAR. We will hear more about VAR next season in the Premier League, but in
the meantime good luck to the Lionesses!
Formula One
British success is almost guaranteed in F1, with Lewis Hamilton looking for yet another victory. It seems he already
has this year’s championship in the bag, with Mercedes continuing to dominate the sport. Fingers crossed for Lando
Norris and Alex Albon to get some points, whilst maybe George Russell and Williams will gain a point too.
Tennis
The big Tennis story is the comeback of Andy Murray, but he will only play doubles this year at Wimbledon. He will
go in confident after winning at Queens (Editor: And who would bet against the dream of Murray & Williams in the
Mixed Doubles). The favourites for the singles are Novak Djokovic and Ashleigh Barty.
Golf
The Open returns to Northern Ireland with the tournament being held at
Royal Portrush, the home course of Rory Mcllroy. He’ll be one of the
favourites, alongside Brooks Koepka and, of course, the reenergised fan
favourite Tiger Woods.
Cycling
Without Chris Froome, can Geraint Thomas be successful again after his
triumph last year?
The Big One……The Ashes
After the excitement for the Cricket World Cup the Men’s and Women’s Ashes will take a place. As always it
promises an exciting clash between these two rivals. One of the key games will be held in Manchester at Old
Traﬀord. My forecast is a home victory for both men and women; Joe Root’s team to win 3-2.
Enjoy your summer of sport – and I have not even mentioned the Premier League returns in sox weeks!

Dumbo Review
The remake of the film Dumbo was met with positivity as modern CGI would allow even more detail
and add to the realism. Released this year did the film fulfil its expectations? William Malley 7d
reviews Dumbo.
Tim Burton is especially known for his films about outcasts and extreme fantasies. These films are
very controversial being a mixture of being loved and being hated. For example google states that
Miss Peregrine’s home for Peculiar Children has been given 65% positivity rating on Rotten
Tomatoes, however Google also states that 94% of people like the film. Confusing.
Personally, I loved the 2019 version of Dumbo. Having never seen the original 1941 film I found it
very interesting and very emotional. It follows the story of a new baby called Dumbo and the
relationship between him and his mother.
There are some reasons why this is a good film
especially the set design and photography.
Viewers all over the world are saying that sets
and photography for this live action classic are
excellent. The most memorable is its hazy purple
sky at the start of the film. Another reason is the
second half of the film set, with its modern
version of an old fashioned set design. My
personal favourite is the pink bubble elephant
scene, however the most important is when
Dumbo ventures into Dreamland. This was
Burton’s best set in the film rated by viewers.
One of the main reasons that the film isn’t as good is because Timothy the mouse isn’t there and
has been replaced by three humans. This change shocked viewers as they were used to their go to
mouse, Timothy. This mouse was a huge part to the production and one of the main reasons why
this film is a disappointment. I personally enjoyed this change as I felt closer to the characters.
Another reason why this film isn’t as successful is because the plot was changed a lot. There were
many plot holes, which can be misleading. The most obvious reason is that this film is much sadder
than the original Dumbo as there is more violence and he loses his mother for a long time not
knowing where she was.

William’s final opinion: Despite the things some viewers found disappointing, I loved this fil

