This policy covers the range of themes and topics that constitute the Bolton School
Pastoral Curriculum. It describes our approaches to:
• Spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of pupils including fundamental
British values.
• Personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) themes including living in the wider world,
health (physical and mental) and wellbeing
• Relationships and sex education (RSE)
These themes are considered throughout the School’s curriculum and through the
Character Education programme, which seeks to develop virtues that embody the School
ethos and fulfil its stated aim to develop boys into self-confident young people equipped
with the knowledge, skills and attributes to lead a happy and fulfilled life and to make a
difference in the community.

Key age appropriate themes are covered following a spiral curriculum model, which can be
viewed in Appendix 1.

The School monitors the breadth and nature of activities using the Gridmaker program.
This tracks curriculum content including co-curricular activities, assemblies, form periods,
sporting activities, the SPACE enrichment program and trips to identify the experiences
they offer. Departments are asked to update Gridmaker regularly and the Senior Teacher
reviews this. This ensures a dynamic and evolving collection of experiences.

The Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of Pupils
Our approach to Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is informed by the
following publications. Department for Education Independent Schools Standards
Guidance April 20191, Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in
schools November 20142 and The Equality Act 2010 and schools May 20143. The task
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/800615/In
dependent_School_Standards-_Guidance_070519.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380595/S
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of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is a matter of vital concern to each and
every member of the school community, since these values will emerge from every aspect
of school life. We further aim to ensure this by offering a rich and stimulating educational
experience which encompasses academic, co-curricular and social activities and which
challenges and encourages initiative, promotes co-operation and develops leadership.
Through our SMSC provision we:
• enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence;
These matters are central to the aims and ethos of the School. It is exemplified
most obviously in the residential courses at Patterdale Hall attended every year by
all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12. All Year 10 students engage in preparation
for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. The same applies to the very large number
of trips and visits in which boys may participate. It is also manifest in community
activities, the School Councils and in many co-curricular activities such as sport,
music and drama. There is the opportunity to develop these characteristics in
lessons and in mentoring other pupils both academically and otherwise, for example
through the Houses and the Monitorial System and in the SHINE Saturday school
programme.
• enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal
law of England;
The pastoral side of school life, both in structures and intent and in which all are
involved, contributes hugely toward achieving these fundamental elements of moral
education.

This is codified in the School’s Code of Conduct but is also a

consequence of example in the behaviour of staff, older pupils and peers. The very
highest standards of conduct are expected and insisted upon on the sports field and
on trips and visits. Such matters are dealt with explicitly in the pastoral programme
in form periods linked to Showbie courses, during SPACE afternoons, in assemblies
of all types and in many curriculum subjects.

• encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative and understand
how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality in which
the school is situated and to society more widely;
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The aims, ethos and tradition of the School and its Code of Conduct and co-curricular
programme are based on encouraging personal responsibility, initiative and leadership and
enshrine the vital importance of being part of and contributing to the community both in
School and at large. This is supported through the outdoor learning programme at
Patterdale, our Character Education programme, our commitment to charity work through
the House system, and to volunteering and community action in Middle School and Sixth
Form.
• provide pupils with a broad knowledge of and respect for public institutions and services in
England;
Such matters are dealt with regularly in assemblies, in elements of the co-curricular
programme and in several curriculum subjects, notably History.
• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling pupils to
acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures
This is covered in assemblies; form periods, SPACE and by the contributions made by most
curriculum subjects but especially in English, RS, history and geography. Co-curricular
activities, including the two Literary and Debating Societies, also play their part, as does the
SHINE initiative and the volunteering programme, which involves contacts with
communities outside the school. A list of organizations can be viewed in Appendix 4.
Partnerships are held with ESSA and others to encourage working with organizations
outside of school. It is part of the soul of the School, reiterated by staff in a variety of
contexts in pastoral work of all kinds and in the promotion of community activities and
charity work. The prevailing atmosphere is one of tolerance, respect, co-operation and
mutual understanding and, indeed, encouragement of different cultures and traditions.

• encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected characteristics set
out in the Equality Act 2010 to instil the need to respect other people, even if they choose to
follow a lifestyle that one might not choose to follow oneself.
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These aspects are covered by assemblies, form periods and SPACE afternoons, by our
involvement with Stonewall as a School Champion and through volunteering and
charitable activities.
• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic process,
including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England.
These are covered by assemblies, form periods and sessions on SPACE afternoons,
together with academic study in, for example, history. The School has held school
elections in parallel with national elections and supports the youth MP’s who are elected
through Bolton council.
• Bolton School strictly precludes the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of
any subject in the school and takes such steps as are reasonably practicable to ensure that
where political issues are brought to the attention of pupils, while in attendance at school or
while taking part in any extra-curricular activities provided or organized by or on behalf of the
school, we ensure that they are offered a balanced presentation of opposing views.

British values statement:
Bolton School actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law,
individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs;
through developing an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the
democratic process; an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens
and is essential for their wellbeing and safety; an understanding that there is a separation of
power between the executive and the judiciary and that while some public bodies such as the
police and the army can be held to account through Parliament, others such as the courts
maintain independence; an understanding that the freedom to hold faiths and beliefs is protected
in law; an acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none)
should be accepted and tolerated and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory
behaviour and an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination.
Examples of activities undertaken in school can be viewed in Appendix 2.

The Character Education Programme.
Bolton School Character.
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The School recognizes the importance of particular character attributes (virtues) which have been
linked to future success and individual and societal wellbeing (Jubilee Centre for Character and
Virtues - Framework for Character Education)4.

A Bolton School pupil will show:
• Determination.
• Positive mindset.
• Organization.
• Self- control and good conduct.
• Empathy.
• Intellectual curiosity.

These virtues were identified through consultation and embody the School’s ethos. They cover a
range of performance, civic and moral virtues (figure 1) which are taught and modelled
throughout the School. Our ambitious hope is that by embedding these virtues, our young people
will develop habits and skills that enable them to exercise good judgement and practical wisdom,
thereby allowing them to act in the right way, at the right time, for the right reasons.
Figure 1: The Building blocks of character.

Intellectual virtues

Civic virtues.

Moral virtues.

Performance.

Virtues necessary
for discernment,
right action and the
pursuit of
knowledge and
understanding.

Virtues necessary
for engaged,
responsible
citizenship
contributing to the
common good.

Virtues that enable
us to act well in
situations that
require an ethical
response.

Virtues that have
an instrumental
value in enabling
the intellectual,
moral and civic
virtues.

(Source: Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues).
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https://uobschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Framework-for-Character-Education-2017-JubileeCentre.pdf
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In Lower School virtues are defined explicitly and taught so that boys may recognize them as they
are modelled throughout the School. Pupils are encouraged to recognize, practice and reflect on
specific virtues as part of the outdoor education curriculum, and complete a Character Card selfassessment in the summer term. This is followed by a form tutor interview where boys are
encouraged to reflect on their progress. This focus on virtue knowledge and understanding marks
the first phase in the programme.

In Middle School and Sixth Form boys move beyond virtue knowledge and understanding towards
self- regulation and practice, i.e. they are able to recognize how to exercise specific virtues. There
is a stronger emphasis on performance virtues as boys begin to develop GCSE and A’ Level
Mindsets following the VESPA curriculum in form time. This can be viewed in Appendix 3. Boys are
taught to develop strategies, habits and non-cognitive skills that prepare them for academic
success. The key elements are:

• Vision.
• Effort.
• Systems.
• Practice.
• Attitude.
Boys complete questionnaires at the start of the years 10, 12 and 13 and receive a VESPA profile
scoring their strengths in each element. These results are shared with Year 10 parents. Each boy
receives an individual action plan identifying specific areas for improvement and suggested
activities from the VESPA programme.

Participation in the Duke of Edinburgh scheme and social action through the School’s volunteering
programme allow boys to practice civic and moral virtues. These experiences also provide
opportunities for critical reflection, self-regulation and exercising good judgement.
The nature of the School’s House system offers a unique opportunity to consider a range of virtues
in sectional assemblies (Lower School, Middle School and Sixth Form) and vertically in whole
House assemblies. Here both School and House ethos are developed through competition and
charitable activities.
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Relationships and Sex Education

We are required to teach RSE from September 2020 in accordance with guidelines issued
by the Department for Education5. The school believes that all pupils have an entitlement
to relationships and sex education and that this is fundamental to achieving the School’s
stated aim to develop boys into self-confident young people who will lead happy and
fulfilled lives and make a difference for good in the community. The school’s RSE policy
is currently under review pending consultation. Topics currently taught are listed in
Appendix 1 those in italics are for inclusion in 2019/20.
Additional information about Relationships education, relationships and sex education
(RSE) and health education can be found on the Department for Education website.6

The aims of RSE can be summarised as follows:

(a)

to provide information for students

(b)

to encourage personal responsibility in all forms of behaviour

(c)

to reduce anxiety & encourage self esteem

(d)

to encourage respect and consideration for others

The content of RSE includes:

1.

anatomy, puberty, reproduction, conception, birth, life stages.

2.

fertility, contraception, safer sex, sexually transmitted diseases, Aids, HIV.

3.

love, friendship, family life, relationships, parenting, abortion.

4.

law, lifestyles, stereotyping, prejudice, helping agencies.

5.

Healthy relationships, self-respect, respect for others, consent.

6.

Healthy relationships and online safety.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/805781/Re
lationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-andhealth-education-faqs
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7.

How relationships can affect health and wellbeing, including mental health.

8.

Recognising unhealthy relationships.

This is provided as follows:

1.

in the curriculum in Science, during form time, SPACE sessions and RS lessons

2.

in other subjects as moral & ethical issues arise

3.

in special events such as lectures and seminars with external speakers

PARENTAL RIGHTS

It is hoped that all boys will participate in the full programme offered by the school, but
parents may exercise their right to withdraw their sons from all or part of this programme,
except for lessons in the context of science subjects, which form a part of the National
Curriculum.

From September 2020, parents will have the right to withdraw their sons from sex
education delivered as part of RSE and this may be granted up to three terms before he
turns 16. At this point, your son may choose to receive sex education. However, Parents
will not have the right to withdraw their sons from Relationships Education.

Before withdrawal is made parents should consult with the Senior Teacher and write to
the Headmaster. Your son will receive appropriate, purposeful education in cases of
withdrawal.

Other issues

Each year the school objectives are published to staff. Contained within these can be
particular areas of focus from a pastoral perspective. Although the education offered to
the boys is varied, society often dictates that new issues will arise in school. Our ability
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to tackle these issues when deemed necessary via Form Meetings, assemblies or the
SPACE programme ensures a proactive response that educates the boys.

External speakers
Speakers are invited into school to supplement the Pastoral Curriculum. They are
selected on the basis of their skills and expertise. Before presenting to the boys, content
is discussed and agreed with the Senior Teacher. Guests are supervised at all times.

Parent teacher association evenings

Supporting parents with the education of their children is integral with the School’s
vision. Some topics require the opportunity for parents to be educated to support the
programmes in place for their children. In this regard, the school’s PTA organise a series
of Teenage Journey lectures, inviting speakers from a range of disciplines.
September 2019
Next Review: February 2019

9

Appendix 1 - Spiral Curriculum Model.
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Appendix 2: Bolton School Boys’ Division - British Values.

Democracy.
Pupils understand how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process.
Examples of how this is achieved include:
• Learning about democracy as part of the Pastoral Curriculum.
• Learning about democracy through academic subjects.
• Influencing the way in which the school runs through the School Councils, Charities Committee
and by talking to staff.
• Influencing what happens in lessons by contributing and providing feedback.
• Influencing how we support local, national and international charities through the House
system and Charities Committee.
• Inviting Sixth Form students to elect the Monitorial team.
• Participating in the local youth elections.
• Participating in mock general elections.

Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.
• Pupils understand the importance mutual respect and tolerance play in creating a learning
environment free from bullying and harassment.
• They learn about race, disability, faith and personal circumstances in religious studies and
through the Pastoral Curriculum and wider volunteering.
• The House System plays an important role in fostering respect via vertical themed assemblies
during anti-bullying week.
• Active debate is encouraged through School Councils and extra-curricular activities such as
Literary and Debating Society and Model UN.
• Young people appreciate that everyone has the right to be heard and that they may challenge
ideas and respectfully disagree.
• A consistent behaviour policy is in place and boys are given the opportunity to take
responsibility to resolve conflict and repair relationships through restorative justice.
• Assemblies provide information about special occasions and celebrations.

Rule of law.
• Boys learn about rights and responsibilities during Pastoral Curriculum sessions and understand
that the School rules exist to help us function as a school community.
• Boys understand that their actions have consequences and reflect on moral dilemmas as part of
the Character Education programme.
• Boys learn about the UK law as it relates to drug and alcohol use, consent, sharing images online
and driving.
• Officers from GMP are invited to Bolton School to reinforce pupils’ understanding of their
responsibilities and the responsibilities held by various professions.
• We recognise pupils who are modelling behaviour consistent with the School’s high
expectations and ensure that they are seen as role models.
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Individual liberty.
Boys are taught that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should be
accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour.
The freedom to hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law. This is achieved through:
• Delivery of E-Safety and PSHE lessons through the Pastoral Curriculum.
• Encouraging pupils to recognise the importance of speaking up about their problems
and sharing them with a trusted adult.
• Creating opportunities for pupils to take on areas of responsibility within the school
as Monitors, subject ambassadors and MHFA Champions.
• Taking time and care to get to know each pupil as an individuals.
• Providing a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and societies.
• Developing young people’s debating skills through Literary and Debating Society,
Model UN and curriculum activities to enable them to express different points of
view, as well as respecting the opinions of others.
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Appendix 3 - VESPA Curriculum.
The GCSE
and A Level Mindset8 programmes focus on five non-cognitive
characteristics that have been shown to be important for achievement. These are vision,
effort, systems,
practice and
attitude.
Mindset7

7

Oakes, S. and Griffin, M. (2017) The GCSE Mindset, 40 activities for transforming student commitment,
motivation and productivity. (Camarthen: Crown House Publishing).
8
Oakes, S. and Griffin, M. (2016) The A Level Mindset, 40 activities for transforming student commitment,
motivation and productivity. (Camarthen: Crown House Publishing).
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Appendix 4:
Age UK
Beechville Care Home
Bell Ringing – All Souls
Bolton Hospice
Bolton Lads and Girls Club
Bolton Sports Alliance
Darcy Lever Gravel Pits Action
Group
Devonshire Road Primary School
Disability Snowsport UK
ESSA Academy
Gilnow Community School
Results UK
Triangle Community Coffee Lounge
Urban Outreach

01204 701525
01204 467480
Bolton BL1 8EY
01204 663066
01204 540104
kb@boltonschool.org
01204 268851
hodgee@devonshire.bolton.sch.uk
0845 521 9338
taylorj@efatrust.org
01204 334724
zlong@boltonschool.org
Joyce-read@msn.com
storehouse@urbanoutreach.co.uk
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