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Welcome to the Autumn Edition of The Bolt Magazine.
In the spooky month of October, it’s only natural that we talk about the bestselling
novel series, Skulduggery Pleasant. James Wilson will talk about the plot of the book
(don’t worry, there are no spoilers!) and share some reviews about it. Daniel Simmons
explores how fonts matter in text and how they affect our opinion. Fraser Sackfield will
discuss the cons of ‘The Hundred’ in cricket, with Robert Monaghan following up with
our lucky Cricket World Cup Final. Levi Higham will go against the Labour Party,
arguing against the abolishment of independent schools. James Wilson returns for another article, expressing his hatred towards Strictly Come Dancing and taking on
Strictly aficionado William Malley. But the hate doesn’t stop there! Dylan Lincoln
gives us extensive reasoning as to why The Lion King remake was a complete disaster.
Finally to conclude, we have the resurgence of a childhood game for many of us –
Minecraft – which Aryan Reddy-Kandadi will brief us on.
That will be all in this edition of The Bolt. I hope that you have had a great start to the
year and we’ll see you next half term with a brand new edition with some interesting
topics.

Owais Khalid
Editor

Skulduggery Pleasant: A Book Review
James Wilson 7B gives his assessment.

Derek Landy’s most popular book, Skulduggery Pleasant, is an adventure story depicting the life of a teenage girl (called Stephanie Edgley) who, after her uncle dies, discovers an entire world of magical people and even befriends a living skeleton! The
twelve book series creates malevolent villains, brutish monsters AND a huge array of
twists!
Considering that most books and movies can have such a basic plot line, it’s quite a
unique book. It is my favourite books series, as it is created by a literal genius (or literary genius – no pun intended)! Considering the sheer genius involved in creating characters like the grotesquery (above middle) to Valkyrie Cain, a.k.a Stephanie Edgley
(above right).
I’m not alone in my views. I’ve asked a few people what they think too:
“A very good interpretation. Having a skeleton in a trench coat is amazing!”
- Matthew [age 15]
“Witty, humorous, and perfect for anyone, no matter who they are or what genre they
like” - Hamzah (7B)
“A tale of gripping twists and turns. Descriptive writing brings it to life and a perfect
read for year fives and above.” – Kate (age 9)
All in all, I would definitely give it a 9/10 as the last two books could have improved
the attitude of Valkyrie, as she breaks her character at the end (no spoilers!).
This is a definite read for anyone from Year 6 or above, with the emphasis on above. I
even managed to persuade my dad to read them! The first few books are child friendly
but the later ones use slight cursing (younger reader beware).
I hope you consider reading the novels!

Why Fonts Matter
Daniel Simmons 7B explains that they really do.
Text Fonts... “Do they really matter?” I hear you asking. Well obviously! Take this for
example:

You will always be mine
or

You will always be mine
You will always be mine looks rather oppressive in my opinion. But if you wrote like:
You will always be mine, this looks warm and a lot kinder.
You need to use fonts that fit the occasion, so if you were writing a letter for instance:

Dear Sir,
or

Dear Sir,
You would prefer to use a more formal font rather for a letter to someone of a higher
importance. Not so much for if you are writing to your gran to ask how her trip to Devon
was.
Formality isn’t the only thing though. Say you were writing a story and there was a
moment of suspense, when the big hit came you’d want to use something like......
BOOM!!! This would grab the reader’s attention and make them want to find out the
result. Capital letters can create a huge impact on the story and create a huge moment
of action and suspense.
Punctuation can also make a difference. Ellipsis can similarly create suspense to keep
the reader wanting to read more. In text, this would look like:

...and just as Joe turned the corner...
This makes you want to keep reading and find out what happened when Joe turned the
corner. Yes, punctuation can help.
So to wrap up this article, fonts do matter. Make sure you are using the correct font for
whatever you may be writing.

The Hundred: The World’s Biggest Cash Grab?
Fraser Sackfield 8c isn’t impressed and he explains why.

The Hundred. The biggest idea in English cricketing history since we decided to pick
Sam Curran against India. Make the game shorter, and the crowds will come. The promise of Smith, Gayle, Stokes and even the 44 year old Shahid Afridi deciding to put
himself forward and get involved. Cheap tickets. Free to air TV. A recipe for success?
Not quite...
First of all are the teams and kits.
Trying to be like the Big Bash and
the IPL, The Hundred have given
names to each franchise. Our local
team, the Manchester Originals,
have been dealt one of the better
cards when it comes to names.
Second comes the sponsorship. In
this day and age, with obesity being a national concern, it is probably not the smartest idea to have crisp brands as the main sponsors of this tournament
and right in the centre of the kits; while from the players’ side, it is probably not very
threatening to have Jofra Archer charging at you when he has POMBEARS plastered
on his chest. Then comes another problem: the local icons. Johnny Bairstow, born and
raised in Yorkshire, should not be representing Wales. It does not make sense at all.
But this new tournament has even more cracks at the seam if you just take a look at the
coaches. In the men’s tournament, there is not one English head coach. In the women’s
competition there are plenty of English coaches, but I feel it was a big chance to showcase the best English coaches in both areas of The Hundred, but they did not deliver.
Don’t believe me? Take it from Sir Andrew Strauss instead: “It was a great opportunity
to have many English coaches.” Sir Andrew does have a point and maybe they could
have put more effort in to make the competition feel more English based and personal
to English people.
The final argument is that we need better top order batting in test matches. In this Ashes
Series just gone, let’s look at the averages of some of the top order (1-4) and what they
did in the summer. For England, Rory Burns (39) played excellently cricket all summer.
Joe Denly (31) played first class cricket for most of the summer too. Jason Roy (13)
however played white ball cricket all summer. Joe Root (39) also played white ball
cricket all summer, but being one of the world’s best batsmen, he would consider an
average of 39 as a poor series by his standards. What does this all have to do with The
Hundred? Well, what will Rory Burns be doing next summer before our test match
series against Pakistan? Playing for the Oval Invincibles – in white ball cricket! Will
this affect his performance next year? Well, we will have to wait and see. We should
be putting all this time and effort into improving the county system.

So with all this, is there any hope for The Hundred?
It’s not all bad. As a child from Lancashire, where else
can I go and see Chris Gayle smashing Jasprit Bumrah
for a six? Nowhere. That is The Hundred’s key selling
point. It’s a unique market in the UK. I love the T20
Blast, but it would need more big names to spice it up
more and sadly for the T20s, that is what The Hundred
is offering: big names and big hits.
The whole idea of faster cricket may seem odd, but if you look in detail you can see the
whole idea behind it all. Anyone would enjoy sixes raining and wickets cartwheeling
everywhere. If cricket was easier to grasp, then five year olds could come and see,
potentially meet a global icon, make their own heroes and maybe pursue a cricketing
career of their own. Now, is The Hundred perfect? Not far from it, but do I believe it
will work? Definitely. Let’s see what the draft brings.

How we won the Cricket World Cup
Rob Monaghan 8d looks back at the dramatic final overs.
I’m sure everyone was crowded around the TV
watching the incredible ICC Cricket World Cup
Final. The 2019 World Cup had been hard to
watch, with England losing to Sri Lanka and
Australia. Due to a couple of incredible catches,
England somehow got through to the semi-final
against Australia, beat them (with ease in the end),
and were into an exhilarating final against New
Zealand. Some good overs from Jofra Archer and
an excellent batting performance by Ben Stokes got us into a Super Over.
When it went to the Super Over, I was trembling with anticipation. The good
performances from Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler put us into a great position.
Who else could we have to bowl the over than Jofra Archer? All we needed to do was
keep New Zealand to 15 or under. Archer bowled his first ball of the over. A wide. The
second ball was two runs. The third ball went for six, the fourth for just two. The fifth
ball was two again and then they got one. But because of the wide they had another ball
to face; they needed two.
Archer ran in and they had to go for it. The ball rolled along the floor. Roy picked it up
and threw it into Jos Buttler. All he had to do was knock off the bails. With Martin
Guptill sprinting towards the crease, Buttler stretched for the wicket, knocked off the
bails and flattened two of the stumps. The umpire was always going to review it, but
the third umpire had no hesitation. It was out. And that is how the World Cup was won.

Why the Labour Party is Wrong:
Independent Schools should remain
Levi Higham 9d passionately disagrees with the Labour Party’s recently
announced policy to abolish independent schools. He explains why he feels it is
perpetuating stereotypes, a violation of parental rights and will increase stress
on taxpayers.

We should not believe that every boy who goes to an independent school comes from
a privileged background. We don’t all wear tailcoats, but we do carry heavy rucksacks!
We are not all part of the richest 10% of this country. My family work really hard to
send me to this amazing school and I deserve my well earned place. My eldest brother
was awarded a scholarship to attend Rossall Sixth Form after attending a state high
school. It was life changing for him. He passed away eight years ago and he was
desperate for my sister and me to have the best education possible; he left us the first
year’s school fees in his will to help my mum and dad financially to send us to Bolton
School and that’s my story. Now our choices could be under threat from Jeremy
Corbyn and the Labour Party.

The Labour Party’s decision to integrate all private schools into the state sector if
elected into government will be disastrous. Their decision also states that universities
would only accept 7% of its newcomers from independent schools. Furthermore, the
threshold for Oxford or Cambridge University would be higher if you attend an
independent school.

This policy is an assault on parental choice; it would violate Article 2 of the European
Convention of Human Rights, which protects these parental choices to send their
children to whichever school they choose. The right to choose where children are
educated and what they learn is also set out in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in 1948.

The Labour Party’s plans were laid out by
the Shadow Secretary of State for Education, Angela Rayner (MP for Ashton-under-Lyne) and John McDonnell, the
Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer. The
Labour Party Conference then voted on
whether or not to add this to their manifesto. It passed. The Secretary of State for
Education, Gavin Williamson has been one
of their most vocal critics. He made a passionate speech at the Conservative Party
Conference the following week.
If you have not already done so, I highly recommend watching the Headmaster’s performance at the ‘Phasing Out Private Schools’ debate which took place on 19th September at the Manchester Mechanics Institute held by the Private School Policy Reform. (This can be found on his Twitter account.) His was a highly commendable, passionate performance that highlights some of the key factors. During the debate, Miss
Hincks, President of the Girls’ Schools Association and Headmistress of the Girls’ Division, and John Claughton, former Chief Master of King Edward’s School in Birmingham, also gave highly commendable arguments for the case to keep independent
schools. I also do recommend looking at the Headmaster’s Twitter account, which regularly shows points and news articles in support of Independent Schools.
The words the Labour Party like to throw
around in this debate are elite and privileged (In fact, their new slogan for this
year features that very word, “People before Privilege”.) These stereotypes of independently educated children have been
swirling around for a long time amongst
the Labour Party. But they are failing to
understand what these schools contribute
to our country.
First of all, independent schools educate half a million children that the taxpayer does
not have to pay for. (My parents will have saved the government £38,500 by the time
I finish Year 13.) The Labour Party may think that abolishing independent schools
would be fairer and that state schools would get the infrastructure and resources that
these schools have, but it would actually cost the tax payer an extra £7 billion.
Over half of the independent schools across the country operate as charities, they offer
bursaries and scholarships, they have partnerships with local state schools and charity
organisations and volunteer thousands of hours per year within their local community.
The Labour Party’s decision will strip these schools of their charitable status and redistribute their assets and their money – your money – to the State sector. Independent
schools contribute £13.7 billion to the economy, generating £4.1 billion in annual tax
revenues and support around 303,000 jobs.

It will not work. Taxes will increase, households who are already struggling will have
to pay out more money – you will all have to pay for the education of an extra 615,000
students whose parents would be willing and make lifestyle choices to pay for their
children’s education. Of course my parents would benefit by not having to pay school
fees but that would not be through their own choice. Nigel Farage even said:
“My school Dulwich College, when I was there, 50 percent of
the boys in my year were paid for by local authority grants. It
gave people, regardless of the economic status of their parents,
provided they could reach a certain academic level, the opportunity of a quality education.”
The Labour Party need to stop playing politics with children’s lives. They think that all
independent school children are “posh boys”. This perception is not true. The private
sector does so much for state schools that government funding will never be able to
match.
Or maybe they want to talk about fairness? It is not fair that the state should be able to
choose where a child is education, instead of the parents making that decision. It is not
fair that universities can only accept 7% of their total yearly applicants from independent schools. That should be purely based on merit. Have they thought of the children?
Children should be able to choose a good academic school where like-minded kids want
to learn, without the state preventing them from doing so. Labour did a similar exercise
in the 1970’s with the grammar schools we should not let them do it again. This issue
would not be a problem if we still had traditional grammar schools. You wouldn’t have
to pay for a better education for your child if Labour hadn’t taken away that choice.
Have they thought about the parents? Parents who have worked so hard to provide the
best education for their children. If they dig beneath the surface of an independent
school parent, they would realise that not all of them are from the richest 10%. Even if
they were, they should not be penalised for being successful. Many families makes
massive sacrifices so that their kids have the very best start in life. And it should be
their decision.
I think that we should keep Independent Schools, but regulate them to ensure they earn
their charitable status. If it was up to me, I would increase the number of grammar
schools, so that parents wouldn’t have to sacrifice so much to send their child to a good
academic school. But no, yet again the Labour Party would not let us have that. Rather
than just giving up and abolishing them, perhaps they should be reformed. For example,
instead of grammar school selection being at 11, maybe it could be changed to 13. But
abolition is not the way forward. So please, think of this, think of us children, parents,
teachers and yourselves next time you are considering voting Labour.

“I am absolutely sick to death of the perception of Independent Schools as people in tailcoats.”
John Claughton, former Chief Master of
King Edward’s School, Birmingham.

Strictly Preview
William Malley 8c loves the BBC’s annual festival of mad costumes, colourful
judges and dodgy dancing.
Britain’s favourite ballroom dancing show is back. From cha-chas to rumbas, this
show is known as one of the best shows on the BBC during winter time.
Week 1 saw some triumphs and some failures. Kelvin Fletcher, an actor from the soap
Emmerdale, did extremely well, alongside
Strictly favourite Oti Mabuse, scoring the
highest score Week 1 score on Strictly in
five years. Judge Bruno Tonioli said that “it
was the best samba for Week 1 ever and I’ve
seen the Australian, American and the UK
version.” Another star that struck the big
score was Michelle Visage, a judge on the
reality show RuPaul’s Drag Race, whose
cha-cha-cha with professional dancer Giovanni Pernice (to ‘So Emotional’ by Whitney Houston) scored 30. Another star that
hit the big 30 was Dev Griffin, who danced
a foxtrot to ‘Build me Up Buttercup’. My
personal favourite was Karim Zeroual, who
did the cheeky cha cha cha.with Amy Dowden, to ‘If I can’t have you’ by Shawn
Mendes.
In week 2 we saw James Cracknell leave the
show. Michelle Visage and Karim Zeroual
again scored highly, with 32, but there were
some not so great performances: David
James was the main one, only scoring 10.
Week 3, my favourite week: Movie Week.
Once again Kelvin and Oti topped the leaderboard scoring 38 for their Charleston (to
‘Trip a Little Light Fantastic’ from Mary
Poppins Returns), the first time in five years
someone scored a 10 on Week 3. My personal favourite, however, was Catherine
Tyldesley’s rumba to ‘Shallow’ from A Star
is Born. Dev Griffin performed the first couple’s choice scoring 36, while Michelle Visage opened the show with her Cabaret themed quickstep. Sadly (or not), Anneka Rice
left the show after her Charleston to ‘Woo Hoo’ alongside last year’s champion Kevin
(from Grimsby) Clifton.

My money this year, judging by the past results, is going on the final four being
Michelle Visage, Karim Zeroual, Kelvin Fletcher and Alex Scott. They have multiple
people voting for them each week and they have some of the highest scores of the
season.
There are, however, are some couples who I believe are underdogs, the first being former Lioness and TV football pundit Alex Scott and her dance partner Neil Jones.
They scored 22 for their cha-cha-cha. I believe that this deserved a higher score, at
least 26. Another is Eastenders actress Emma Barton and Strictly star Anton Du Beke.
They have done extremely well so far and I would love to see them make it to Blackpool. In fact, I believe Anton deserves to win at long last. Is it his year?

What’s the big deal about Strictly Come Dancing?
Meanwhile, James Wilson 7b can’t stand it.

If you get me started on Strictly Come Dancing, you’d be here forever.
When the first episode comes round, some people are ecstatic for a brand new change
to the show. But, really, what’s the big deal about making famous people prance around
the stage in fancy dress? Sometimes it even puts people in danger. Yes, I’m referring
to Ed Balls’ ‘lift’, where he nearly dropped his professional partner!
The show may have a good idea, but given it has been aired since before I was born,
you can see how it is extremely repetitive. From awful dancing to horrible results, the
‘Strictly’ in its name is madness.
If you haven’t seen it, it is basically a program which tells you about the background
of contestants and ropes them into interviews - meaning they have to spend more time
away from loved ones! In other words, it’s terrible, ridiculous and utterly pointless.
My question is this: why do people get pleasure from watching people dance terribly
and see their idol get kicked out from the competition as they were utterly stupid. My
final rating? 2/10.

Why The Lion King remake was a mistake
While discussing things which shouldn’t be viewed, Dylan Lincoln 9d has
strong views about one of this summer’s biggest cinema releases: the live action version of The Lion King

The remake of The Lion King was nothing but another Disney mistake. The majority
of us have seen the original Lion King; it made us cry, laugh or was a major part of our
childhoods. That is why many viewers of the reboot were furious. Quite frankly, The
Lion King had no room for improvement, and that is why it was such a flop.
The movie came with absolutely no change, apart from a hyper-realistic animation. No
plot change, no new character development… nothing! This made watching the new
movie simply boring. We got a new soundtrack out of the film, featuring Childish Gambino and Beyoncé, but this didn’t make up for the fact that we had to sit in uncomfortable cinemas, watching such a monstrosity!
Many Disney fans watched the original Lion King multiple times, even to the extent
that it became boring. Paying to see what is pretty much the same movie all over again
is something that outraged many fans. The reaction of the public wasn’t very good. In
fact, by July 15th it had only a 60% critic score, from 111 reviews, which is quite
frankly a disappointment. I enjoyed the 2016 Jungle Book remake, due to the fact that
it had some changes in it. This wasn’t the same with The Lion King.
Even though the new film had a graphics ‘upgrade’, I think it made the movie worse.
Spoilers – take the scene where Simba watches his father falling into the valley. In the
original, because of the human-like features, we can see the emotion on Simba’s face.
In the remake, it was so realistic that we struggle to see emotion and as a result the
move had less emotional impact.

You can probably agree that the image on the right is more impactful. This could be
due to the fact that with the old animations, it is less realistic. The animators were able
to make the animals have more human characteristics – that we can empathise with.
The remake ruined The Lion King for me. Many people agree – as you can see from the
reviews. Remove the fact that the movie had an amazing soundtrack, which I give it

credit for, it is just another generic, boring movie – with nowhere near as much impact
as the original.

The Resurgence of Minecraft
Another favourite from childhood has undergone a happier return. Aryan
Reddy-Kandadi 8c celebrates it.

Minecraft has recently had a huge resurgence in popularity after years of downfall. This
is primarily because of three reasons: YouTuber Pewdiepie started a Minecraft series,
Minecraft hit its 10 year anniversary so people revisited it out of nostalgia and Fortnite
was losing popularity. People were looking for a new (in this case old) game to play.
After these three things happened,
Minecraft’s popularity started skyrocketing again. It became the most
popular it had been for many years.
This loss in popularity can be seen
clearly in the time chart. 100 is the
most popular it has ever been, in
2014, and it has been declining since
then, but, as you can see, in early 2019 it started to grow in popularity once more.
After Minecraft's ten year anniversary, seeing how fast it was growing again, I actually started playing again. So did others. Minecraft also currently has the top Discord
server, while new updates even include bees. It's not the largest update, but it includes
some very useful mechanics: bees make pollen and can drop pollen on crops, effectively making a self-growing farm. They are not hostile, but if they or their hive are
attacked, they will become angry and try kill the player.
At Minecon 2019 (the official Minecraft convention), it was announced that the
Nether would be getting new biomes, including the Soulsand Valley and two variants
of the new Nether Wart Forest. Even if this were the only thing, this would be the biggest update since the combat update. But wait, there's even more! Two new mobs are
being added: Piglin and Piglin Beast. This means the Nether is now able to be fully
lived in. You can get a stable supply of food and have great blocks to actually make a
good house. Soulsand Valley is mostly barren, with a few flames and skeletons, but a
new feature added is that when Soulsand is lit on fire, the flame will become blue,
quite useful for expert builders. The biome looks quite cool, but there doesn’t seem
like there is much to do, although Piglins and Piglin beasts will spawn here.
Piglins work mostly the same way as Zombie Pigmen, staying neutral until attacked. They have a unique mechanic
where if any gold is picked up near them, they attack you.
They also hunt Piglin Beasts in packs, a completely new
Minecraft mechanic: an enemy attacking an enemy unprovoked. Piglin Beasts are the first good source of food in the
Nether, are hostile but do little damage. Surprisingly, they
are hunted by Piglins for food as well. They charge at the

player and ram them with their tusks. This whole Nether update will be a huge game
changer and will definitely get many more people playing Minecraft again.

