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African Adventure with Operation Wallacea

T

his summer, 28 boys and four members of staﬀ travelled to South Africa for
an unforgettable two-week expedition with Operation Wallacea.
The journey to our first camp took approximately 40 hours and consisted of two
flights, a ten-hour coach journey and a two-hour ride in open topped 4x4 safari
vehicles; but even before we arrived in camp, it was clear that this was going to be
an amazing trip that more than justified the arduous journey. On our drive into
camp, we saw elephants, giraﬀe and antelope. The setting of the camp itself was
spectacular, sitting just above a bend in the Olifants river; the view from camp was
constantly changing, but there was always something interesting to observe. We
saw lions chasing a warthog, a crocodile sneaking up on antelope and baby
hippos crossing the river with their parents to mention just a few of the sights.
Each day, the boys participated in diﬀerent activities; these included lectures,
workshops and surveys. The surveys included vegetation surveys, mammal
transects and bird point counts. The purpose of these is to help monitor the health
of the reserve and the data collected is used to inform future management
strategies. Through a series of lectures and workshops delivered by local guides,
camp staﬀ and external experts, the boys learned more about local species and
the pressures that the ecosystem was experiencing.
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The passage below is an entry from the expedition diary, which

“In the afternoon, we began a game survey, which involved

the students took turns in writing whilst on expedition. It

driving along an 11 km transect and counting every single

chronicles one of the days in the first week:

mammal in the area. While we encountered a few giraﬀes and

“After falling asleep to the soothing sound of hippo grunts
echoing in the African bushveld, we woke up for breakfast before
embarking on our first bird point count; this involved driving along
a transect starting from camp and stopping three times for ten

elephants, most of our data was made up of impala. One of the
impala we encountered was floating in the watering hole, right in
front of a very content crocodile. Unsurprisingly, this impala was
not included in our survey.”

minutes to analyse the species and populations of birds in the

In the second week of the expedition, we travelled to a site called

area by identifying them by their appearances or calls, which we

Sodwana Bay, renowned worldwide for its excellent diving. The

had learnt in the bird identification session on the previous day.

majority of the boys were not qualified scuba divers before the

South Africa is home to many interesting bird species including

expedition so completed their Open Water qualification whilst out

the ‘grey go-away bird’ and ‘African fish eagle’, which we became

on site. The diving exceeded our lofty expectations; the corals

very familiar with. Whilst on our bird point count, our driver,

and fish were vibrant and diverse. The boys’ favourite sightings

Johan, received information from another group that there were

included sharks, turtles and octopus.

African wild dogs in the area. After hearing about this, the
performance of the mighty Mahindra pick-up truck was tested,
reaching lightning speeds of 55 mph. Fortunately, when we
arrived, the dogs were still there, in a pack of around nine

When not diving, the boys undertook a wide range of activities to
learn about the biology of the local ecosystem including rock pool
identification workshops, sand dune walks and daily lectures.

individuals. There are only 6000 of these worldwide, making them

The diary entry below logs one of the days in the second week of

an extremely rare find. After arriving at our next site after the

the expedition:

detour, the wild dogs also arrived shortly after - while we were on
foot. For a short amount of time, the alphas of the pack seemed

“After some perfectly toasted bread, referral group 4 gathered to

interested in us; however, they soon perceived us as being too

head down to the beach for the first day of open water diving.

big and left the area. After this, we enjoyed a lecture and activity

The day would consist of two dives composed of practising

about the benefits of biodiversity before having lunch.

various diﬀerent skills such as: clearing a partially flooded mask,
regulator retrieval and hovering. Although I was initially frightened
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by the treacherous conditions on the surface, once I’d descended

we were certainly right at the heart of the action, the scene was

to the ocean floor, I was at ease. The sensation of entering an

truly breathtaking. Once more, we returned to the beach feeling

almost alien environment is something that cannot be expressed

proud of our achievements. More importantly, we had to change

in words. The terrestrial world ceased to exist. Any lingering

from our wetsuits and rash vests as quickly as possible in order

problems faded. It was surreal. We executed the aforementioned

to warm up and enjoy the remainder of the day at the beach. A

skills with varying levels of diﬃculty, so the dive master signalled

bumpy transfer took us back to the camp, where we were later

to ascend after a near eternity in this wonderland. We reached the

greeted by a gorgeous chicken stew. The exodus camp was quiet

surface. Fresh air filled our lungs and we all sighed with relief.

that night as it housed a small village of exhausted divers.”

Obviously, we were glad to have survived the experienced
unscathed. On the other hand, we were reluctant to leave this
new world that we had found. We took a well-needed and
deserved break before returning to the waters for the next of
many more dives. This time, we practised sharing air with a

My thanks to the staﬀ involved – Mr. Benbow, Dr. Morgan and Dr.
Procter for giving up their time to accompany the expedition. We
look forward to the next expedition in 2022 with great
anticipation!

buddy, as well as clearing a fully flooded mask. This dive was a
lot simpler, as we had adequately acclimatised to the reef. The
highlight of my dive was when the group was in the middle of a
huge shoal of thousands (or millions?) of small transparent fish
that James referred to as 'glass fish'. There were so many fish,
there were times when they caused me to lose sight of other
divers in the group. Being surrounded by this huge shoal moving
in a synchronised manner was a magical enough experience, but
further intrigue was added by the presence of predators: Kingfish
and mackerel, hunting members of the shoal. The glass fish
responded in unison to the darting movements of the predators,
both predator and prey displaying amazing speed and agility. It
seemed as though the shoal were trying to use the group of
divers as cover from the predators; whether or not this was true,
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Samba Band
energises
participants at the
Bubble Rush

Samba Band energises participants at the Bubble Rush

O

n Sunday 8th September, the Samba Band performed at Bolton Hospice’s
Bubble Rush fundraising event at Queen’s Park. Eight pupils in Years 8-12,
assisted by Mr. Forgrieve and Mr. Bleasdale, enjoyed giving an encouraging energy
boost to those participating in the 5K run, helping to keep tired legs moving amidst
a carnival atmosphere. They entertained an appreciative audience for two hours.
Participants of all ages were sprayed with coloured foam at four bubble stations
by Bubble Commandos. There was a celebratory atmosphere throughout the
event. Hundreds of smiling faces of all ages emerged from the bubbles and it was
wonderful to see such enjoyment, constantly punctuated with laughter. Substantial
funds will have been raised for this very worthy charity. This has become a regular
annual event for the Samba Band. Well done to our pupils!
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Chapter 3

Lancashire
Success for
Cricketing Boys

Lancashire Success for Cricketing Boys

T

hree recent leavers from Bolton School – Rehan

Udwadia, Kurtis Watson and Joe Ball – have helped
Lancashire Under 19s become County Champions again this
year.
Praharsh Parikh, who has returned to school this term as a
Year 13 student, also represented Lancashire’s Academy
team before being selected to play for MCC Schools against
the English Schools’ Cricket Association on Tuesday 3rd
September at Lord’s.
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Pupils enjoy
Yoga Club

Pupils enjoy Yoga Club

Y

oga Club is a place to relax and release any stress you have that needs to be
let free. Here, we do all sorts of stretches and lying down so you can feel calm and
relaxed and help you carry on with your day. Yoga is also very healthy and good
for your body, and is a great activity for you if you have diabetes, high blood
pressure, high cholesterol, or heart disease. It also gives you strength, flexibility
and mind-body awareness. Yoga can help you stay flexible and strong without
putting added stress and strain on your joints.
You don’t have to start yoga just because you are stressed about exams or
homework. I began yoga because I play a lot of sport and I thought (and, my dad
thought) that it would help me with Rugby. Yoga also helped me to get rid of back,
chest and hip pains by stretching them eﬀectively and now they are much better.
Got no pains or stress? Sure! Still come along or get your parents to persuade you
too. Yoga is good for literally any sport because it helps to build your core strength
and stamina. We welcome any boys to come and join this amazing club, led by a
professional. More and more people are joining every week. So, do not hesitate –
come to the Drama Studio C14 every Wednesday at 1.25 and do some yoga! It’s
never too late to try!
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New Shared
Sports Surface
Opens

New Shared Sports Surface Opens

P

upils and members of the local community alike have been making the most
of a new all-weather sports surface at Bolton School since it opened at the start of
September.
Work began on the synthetic turf pitch (stp) development on 1st April at a cost of
just over £1m and the facility, which will be used primarily for lacrosse and hockey,
was completed during the school’s summer holidays and looks spectacular.
The Leverhulme Pavilion site on Chorley New Road is now open for school and
community usage. The update to facilities includes improved spectator areas,
separate shelters for visiting teams, floodlighting and increased parking. Notts
Sport Ltd. have provided design consultancy expertise and Cleveland Land
Services Ltd. laid the all-weather surface.
Sharing the site with the local community was included in plans submitted to the
Council. Bolton Hockey Club will use it as their base, the National Hockey
Foundation will contribute a grant of £50,000 as they seek to fulfil their mission of
improving hockey at youth and community level and England Hockey will also be
partners in running the facility. Local schools will receive 100 hours per annum of
free usage and there will be 80 hours of half price availability for local junior
hockey. During most school days, the surface will be used by Bolton School PE
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teachers for a variety of sporting purposes – there is space, for

means that there will be no risk of our playing surface turning to

example, for 12 tennis courts. The facility will also be hired out in

mud on wet days. The artificial grass will allow heavier use than

the early evenings and at weekends and holiday periods through

our current playing surfaces as there is no need for recovery time

BSS Leisure. Looking to the future, the School hopes to develop

between games. The girls will also benefit from the consistency of

the site further by investing in the Leverhulme Pavilion changing

the surface, which will not change from day to day.”

facilities and meeting rooms.
Mr. Britton reflected: “Plans were first
suggested for an all-weather surface 20
years ago, so to have one now to
catalyse the next steps in our success
for boys’ Hockey is wonderful news.
Finally, home games will actually be at
home! However, what is better now than
it would have been back then has been
the opportunity to plan the school
facility with the local club and be part of
town-wide plans for facilities
development. We hope that the facility
will make just as much diﬀerence to
hockey in Bolton as it will to hockey at
Bolton School.”
Girls’ Division Headmistress Miss
Hincks said: “I am delighted that the
girls will have the opportunity to play
lacrosse on an artificial pitch, which
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Pupils consider
cyber security
careers

Pupils consider cyber security careers
competition is open to any student aged between 13 and 18 years.

S

The competition overview can be found via this link cyberdisc.io/
tudents from both the Boys’ and Girls’ Divisions enjoyed a

welcome and is made up of a number of stages. Cyber Assess,

fascinating presentation from Emma Kirby of SANS, an information

comprising about 13 challenges, is the first stage and is open now

security training, certification and research company. SANS has

until the 25th of October. In addition, anyone of any age can

linked up with the government National Cyber Security Centre

repeatedly try out an hour challenge

(NCSC) to encourage pupils to look at careers in the cyber security

via go.joincyberdiscovery.com/tutorial (type in any agent name to

sector. Emma spoke of the various ways in which a cyber attack

start). Depending on how one performs, it is possible to progress

can take place, everything from shoulder-surfing and phishing

from CyberStart Assess to CyberStart Game with access to

through to national hacks, exemplified by the Indian government’s

CyberStart Essentials from December. CyberStart Essentials is

biometric database being compromised, which aﬀected over one

more theory based, allowing access to many hours of interactive

billion citizens! The criminals oﬀered access to the database for 10-

labs, videos and quizzes to help you solve CyberStart Game

minute periods costing 500 Rupees (£5) per session. Pupils were

puzzles. In the last few years, over 50,000 students have enjoyed

introduced to a website called haveibeenpwned.com, where you
can check whether you have an account which has been
compromised in a data breach. Emma went on to tell how the
number of jobs in this sector has rocketed and ‘globally there are at

learning essential security skills via these games. Making it through
to the Elite level will guarantee a place on the summer residential
training camps with the option of certification, ordinarily costing
about 6,000 Euros!

least 3 million cyber security jobs without people to fill them.’ Many

Emma ran three sessions including a Year 13 A Level joint

of these jobs, she explained, come with very good salaries.

Computer Science lesson, where students really enjoyed some

After explaining certain elements of cyber security, Emma
introduced a competition designed so that students can solve
puzzles at the same time as learning new security skills. The

extra codebreaking challenges! Camran Harwood, one of the Year
13 students in this class, made it through all the competition
stages last year and attended the Elite residential camp in July.
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Strictly
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Strictly Ballroom Dance Club

T

here has been a super uptake for Dance Club this year, with many new
recruits from both Divisions. The club runs every Friday lunchtime in the Arts
Centre for boys and girls in Years 9 to 13, and is an opportunity to learn the basics
of Ballroom and Latin American dancing, which has never been more popular,
thanks to the BBC TV series ‘Strictly Come Dancing’. So far, this year, we have
been learning the Jive, Cha Cha Cha and slow Foxtrot which we are hoping to take
forward with the addition of the Tango, Waltz and Samba up to Christmas. Some
of our Sixth Form members have been with us for a number of years and have
utilised their skills to complete practical elements required for their Duke of
Edinburgh Awards.
This year, we were fortunate to take part in Open Morning, where some of our
dancers dressed up smartly for a vintage-style dance demonstration, proudly
showing their new Jive skills to parents and prospective pupils.
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Chapter 8

Live sketches
illustrate
author’s talk

Live sketches illustrate author’s talk
more topical and political cartoons. He also shared pages from a

T

here was a buzz of excitement in the Great Hall as pupils in
Years 5, 6 and 7 assembled to hear about ‘Guardians of Magic’,
a new book by author, illustrator and former Children’s Laureate
Chris Riddell. Library staﬀ organised this special event for Boys’
and Girls’ Division pupils in the Junior and Senior Schools.

“magic” law library book from 1945, including the story of how
he got it and why it is particularly magical, and images in his
‘Mournful Eye’ sketchbook.
Finally, he took the audience on a tour around the map at the
start of ‘Guardians of Magic’ and explained the unusual

Throughout his humorous talk, Chris produced a number of

inspirations behind some of the place names. For example, the

amazing live sketches as he talked about his writing and drawing

town of Beam came from the line about a “beamish boy” in his

process. He mentioned the strange ideas that end up in his

favourite poem, ‘Jabberwocky’ by Lewis Carroll, although in his

“Naughty Drawer” only to be pulled out and expanded later: the

book the character is a “Beamish girl”. He also discussed the

map that inspired ‘Guardians of Magic’ was one of these. He also

book’s main characters Zam, Phoebe and Bathsheba and

described his first experiences of drawing, some of his current

brought his talk to a close with three readings to introduce them.

projects and his previous work, particularly his illustrations for
‘The Tales of Beedle the Bard’ and his ‘Goth Girl’ series.
He encouraged all of the aspiring writers and artists to carry a

Pupils left the Great Hall keen to get their hands on copies of
‘Guardians of Magic’ and a lucky few had the opportunity to
speak to Chris before going on to their afternoon lessons.

sketchbook wherever they go and shared lots of his own
sketches. These included some of his daily “visual diary”
sketches, which he started this summer. He described the
process of drawing as “therapeutic” and a good way to feel
better. He said this was particularly the case with some of his
19
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UN Association
Member tells of
Climate Change
Crisis

UN Association Member tells of Climate Change Crisis

‘T

he United Nations: Working to Save the Biosphere and
Our Future’
a talk by Richard A. Shirres, MSc (App.EnvSc), MICE, C Eng
Addressing a large public audience at the latest Girls’ Division
enrichment lecture, the speaker, Richard Shirres, asked, in
relation to climate change and its eﬀects, “should we be afraid?”
and his unequivocal answer was “yes”. The consequences of
climate change, he warned, are imminent, numerous and dire.
Richard’s detailed and impassioned presentation focused on the
United Nations and its work to save the biosphere and our
future. Richard charted the history of the UN from the
internationalist vision of the founders of the League of Nations
after World War One, through to Churchill and Roosevelt in 1941
agreeing that a body should be set up called the United Nations
and to its actual formation in 1945 with the intention of

(Secretary General from 1953-61) said, the United Nations “was
not created to take mankind to heaven, but to save humanity
from hell.”
Richard told how during the fifties, sixties and seventies there
was a global environmental awakening. He charted the UN’s
developing, yet little recognised, role in championing global
ecological stewardship and referenced a burgeoning number of
conferences, conventions and international frameworks for
actions. He stressed the importance of the UN building
consensus.
Richard explained how, despite numerous scientific studies and
indisputable evidence, the UN’s ambition to increase global
action on climate change was and still is undermined by
denialism and misinformation campaigns funded by rich
powerful organisations and billionaires. He likened these people
to those that had denied the harmfulness of tobacco and

maintaining international peace and a respect for human rights.

asbestos. He told of the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, and his

The UN was not initially focused on environmental issues, but

work needs to be done and now. He worried that out of 17

quickly realised that it needed to be. As Dag Hammarskjold

countries surveyed by a YouGov poll in 2016, Britain was among

delight at the Paris Agreement of 2015, but argued that still more
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the least

solutions, including green infrastructure proposals for Bolton

concerned

Town Centre. Referencing Greta Thunberg and the need for

about climate

protest and action, he also quoted the late scientist Frank

change, but

Sherwood Roland who said: “What’s the use of having developed

applauded

a science well enough to make predictions if, in the end, all we’re

Greater

willing to do is stand around and wait for them to come true?”

Manchester
for declaring a
climate
emergency
and stating its
aim of going carbon neutral by 2038.

Richard is a retired chartered engineer, with a second degree in
applied environmental science, is a member of the United Nations
Association and Bolton’s Civic Trust. Richard’s experience in the
last few decades relates to urban and landscape-scale climate
change adaptation. Now retired and living locally, he latterly
worked recently as the Project Technical Specialist on the Ribble

The talk informed the audience of how the richest 10% on the

Estuary realignment project at the RSPB’s bioreserve at Hesketh

planet are responsible for almost half of the total carbon dioxide

Out Marsh East.

emissions and how there would need to be 5 Earths if the world’s
population lived like the US and 3 Earths if they lived like the
UK. From the UN’s special report of October 2018, he also told of
the massive diﬀerence between average global warming at 1.5°C
as opposed to 2.0°C; with the latter causing more extreme
weather, sea level rises, glacier retreat, food security threats,

A pdf of selected slides from the presentation is available here, a
one page handout of ‘What We Can Do’ is here, a four page
report about the Paris Agreement is here, a one page brief about
the Paris Agreement is here, an introduction to the UN, its
acronyms and Sustainable Development Goals is here.

droughts and heatwaves, ocean acidification, ecosystem

This talk was part of a series of Arts and Sciences Enrichment

disruptions and extinctions and the complete loss of coral reefs,

Evenings hosted each year by the Girls’ Division. Click here to

as well as social disruption to hundreds of millions of people.

view the full programme of events for 2019/20. Subscribe to our

Ending on a more positive note, Richard gave an overview of
recent UN work and worldwide eco-projects and possible

mailing list to receive updates and reminder emails about
forthcoming Enrichment Evenings.
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Inaugural
Medical
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a huge success

Inaugural Medical Sciences Dinner a huge success

T

he inaugural Medical Sciences Dinner, held at Bolton School and attended by
former and current pupils proved a hugely popular evening.
There was much social interaction over the drinks reception in the Arts Centre as
aspiring Medics quizzed alumni on their chosen profession.
The after-dinner speaker was Old Girl Professor Jill Clayton-Smith, who gave an
inspirational speech about her time at Bolton School and her career to date.
Professor of Medical Genetics at the Manchester Centre for Genomic Medicine,
Jill attended Bolton School from 1970-77 before studying Medicine at Manchester
Medical School, graduating with honours in 1982. She told how she trained in both
adult and paediatric medicine, gaining membership of the Royal College of
Physicians, before embarking on a career in medical genetics in 1987. Having
undertaken an MD medical genetics at the Institute of Child Health in London, she
then completed clinical training and took up a Consultant Clinic Genetics post at
St. Mary’s Hospital in Manchester in 1994. Professor Clayton-Smith, who has
written over 250 peer reviewed publications, spoke of her love of research in the
field of rare diseases, her active role in both undergraduate and postgraduate
education and how she has recently taken up the role of Rare Disease Lead for the
North West Genomics Laboratory.
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Will becomes
National
Trampolining
Champion

Will becomes National Trampolining Champion

W

ill Fothergill, a Year 10 pupil, has become English Trampolining Champion
(13-14 years category) after enjoying recent success at the English Trampoline
Finals in Sheﬃeld, where he won gold.
The top 16 bouncers from the two qualifying rounds earlier in the year made it
through to the Finals and each performed a set routine and a voluntary routine on
the day. The top 8 of those then went onto the Final. Will's mum, Anne, takes up
the story from here: "Will went into the Final in third, but smashed his third and
final routine, which gave him the top spot. He has worked hard to come back from
a serious injury in July, when he broke his sternum practising a new move, so to
come back and win was amazing!"
Will quickly adapted to trampolining after transferring to the sport over five years
ago, when the local boys’ gymnastics club closed, a sport he had undertaken
since he was three years old.
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Foundation
joins World’s
Biggest Coﬀee
Morning

Foundation joins World’s Biggest Coﬀee Morning

P

upils, parents and staﬀ from across the Bolton School
Foundation raised funds for Macmillan Cancer Support by joining
in with the World’s Biggest Coﬀee Morning.
The Junior Girls’ School Parents’ Association organised a Coﬀee
Morning in the Hall, which saw lots of parents enjoying a mix of
homemade and shop-bought cakes and chatting over tea and
coﬀee; this made for a wonderful start to the day for everyone.
Girls were also allowed to buy a cake at the end of the school
day.

Nursery Class teacher Mrs. Browning said, “We were astounded
by the generosity of our Nursery Class families. You will have all
made such a diﬀerence to so many people through your
fundraising today. The children looked amazing in their green
outfits and we hope you enjoyed the delicious cupcakes the
children made for you. Thank you so much!”
Earlier in the week, the School’s Development Oﬃce held a
Central Services Coﬀee Morning for support and teaching staﬀ
which raised £160, and a similar event in the Boys’ Division Staﬀ
Common Room raised over £140.

At morning break and lunchtime, a group of Sixth Form Girls ran
a hugely popular cake and sweet sale in the Girls’ Division to
raise money.
The Nursery Class for three and four-year-olds arrived wearing
green in honour of Macmillan. They baked a collection of large
and small cupcakes with Mrs. Browning, Mrs. Patel and Miss
White, which Mrs. Patel helped to decorate with delicious swirls
of green and purple icing. Parents were invited to enjoy a Coﬀee
Afternoon and raised a whopping £610.06!
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School backs AdventureSmart.uk

B

olton School and Patterdale Hall, its outdoor adventure learning centre based
in the Lake District, is now a supporting partner of AdventureSmart.UK. In backing
this new initiative, the School aims to encourage people to make good choices as
they head oﬀ on outdoor adventures. The project asks three questions: do I have
the right gear, do I know what the weather will be like and am I confident I have the
knowledge and skills for the day?
Tim Taylor, Patterdale Hall Manager, is right behind the campaign:
“AdventureSmart.UK is all about providing the essential information needed for
people to get outdoors, confident that they have prepared for a great day and
thereby reducing the number of avoidable incidents, which the rescue and
emergency services have to deal with.
“We introduce hundreds of students to outdoor adventures each year, as one of
the most active and adventurous independent schools. In the coming week, we
are overseeing a Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award practice walking expedition, a
Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award qualifying walk and a Year 7 curriculum outdoor
programme, as well as hosting and delivering programmes for the National
Citizenship Service and a primary school. Boys and girls from Bolton School will
also take part in kayaking, sailing, mountain biking, bouldering and climbing clubs.
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National Bronze Medal for Bolton Showjumper

J

ohn Oxley-Harrison, a Showjumper and Year 10 pupil, has gone from strength
to strength on the national stage, having teamed up with new horse, Alfie – out of
the famous Billy Stud (William and Pippa Funnell) - earlier this year. Despite the
new ‘partnership’ John was chosen to represent the GB North Team at the Junior
British Showjumping Nationals at Stoneleigh in August. His team performed
exceptionally and, after a hard-contested event, produced a fantastic result by
taking the Bronze Medal.
The August triumph was John’s first competition on him and he has since gone on
to qualify for the Dodson and Horrell National Amateur Second Rounds in the
Senior League.
Mrs. Oxley-Harrison said: “To be entering senior competitions at 14 years old is
challenging, but John has stepped up and despite the age diﬀerence he has been
placed with Alfie on every occasion in the 3 competitions that he has entered.
“We and John's top British Showjumping Coach, Susie Gibson, believe he has a
promising future and we are seeking sponsorship to aﬀord John the best
opportunity to succeed at a higher level. Anyone interested in sponsoring him
should email jnewbould@boltonschool.org.”
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Children’s
Fiction Award
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Children’s Fiction Award launched for 2020
In addition to activities through Book Clubs throughout the year,

T

he Bolton Children’s Fiction Award 2020 shortlist has been
announced! The six books were first revealed to excited
members of Bolton School Boys’ and Girls’ Division Book Clubs
at a lunchtime ceremony before a list was delivered to all
participating schools in Bolton and surrounding areas.

Bolton School pupils will enjoy reading sessions during their
visits to Patterdale Hall in the Lake District. Extracts from the
shortlisted books will be read to visiting groups from both
Divisions and pupils will be encouraged to continue reading in
their free time.

The launch of this year’s Award has been hotly anticipated by

As in previous years, schools from across Bolton and the

pupils across Bolton, who will ultimately decide the winner for

surrounding area have been invited to participate. Mrs. Cairns,

2020.

the Librarian at Canon Slade, who has been involved with the

This year’s shortlist includes both new or emerging writers, in
keeping with the original aim of the Award, and established
writers. Winners in recent years have been gritty and realistic;
this year, while familiar themes of family, friendship and
bereavement remain, there is also a strong magic and fantasy
element in many of the books as well.

award since it commenced, said: “The students at Canon Slade
have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the Bolton Children's
Fiction Award every year and it is one of the highlights of our
school library calendar. Students enjoy meeting and discussing
the books on the shortlist. The Award is a fabulous way of
promoting new authors and diﬀerent genres. We wish Bolton
School every success with 2020 Bolton Children's Fiction

Head Librarian Mrs. Howarth said, “This year’s list gives lot of

Award.”

scope for extension activities, which we will be sending out to

The winner will be announced on 2nd July 2020 at a huge

participating schools via our website. We are hoping to do some
link up work with Bolton Aquarium too.”

ceremony at Bolton School. All of the shortlisted authors will be
in attendance alongside guests from participating schools.
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The Bolton Children’s Fiction Award is organised annually by

‘The Skylarks’ War’: Following the lives of three children from

Bolton School’s Library staﬀ and entirely judged by Bolton’s

idyllic, carefree Cornwall to the horrors of World War I’s trenches,

schoolchildren, who are the only ones eligible to vote. Many of

this novel, from the well-loved writer Hilary McKay, demonstrates

the young people taking part by reading the books and voting for

the unhappiness that gender roles caused in Edwardian England.

their favourites will have enjoyed previous years of the Award at
Bolton School or with their primary schools.

‘Malamander’: This magical fantasy novel written by Harry Potter
illustrator Thomas Taylor is set in the seaside town of Eerie-on-

Follow the Bolton School Library on Twitter

Sea. Packed with a cast of quirkily named characters, the story

@BoltonSchoolLib and use the hashtag #BCFA2020 to keep track

focuses on the attempts of two children trying to understand how

of this year’s Bolton Children’s Fiction Award.

the legend of a mythical sea creature, the Malamander, is
connected to their own mysterious backgrounds.

THE BCFA 2020 SHORTLIST:

‘The Lost Magician’: With echoes of the much-loved Narnia tales,
this book by Piers Torday tells the story of four children who step

‘Clownfish’: Alan Durant’s novel is a bittersweet story that will

through a mysterious library door into the magical world of Folio.

leave readers in tears of laughter and empathy. In the aftermath of

Here they discover an enchanted kingdom of fairy knights, bears

losing his Father, Dak comes to believe that his Dad has been

and tree gods under threat from a sinister robot army.

reincarnated as a Clownfish at his local aquarium. To complicate
matters, the aquarium is facing closure. Dak and his new friend,
Violet (who has her own problems) fight to save the fish.
‘Wildspark’: Vashti Hardy’s second novel is set in the fantastical

‘The Fox Girl and the White Gazelle’: Scottish writer Victoria
Williamson’s debut novel tells the story of two girls from very
diﬀerent backgrounds, who become united in the fight to save the
lives of a fox and her cubs.

city of Medlock, where personifates (mechanical animals) house
the souls of the deceased to give them a ‘second life.’ Prue, who
has recently lost her much-loved brother, is given the opportunity
to learn the secrets of this new technology with the aim of
bringing him back. As she learns more, she is faced with a moral
dilemma.
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A Level PE
enrols record
numbers

A Level PE enrols record numbers

B

olton School's A-Level PE course, now in its twelfth
year, enrolled a record number of students this year.
Head of PE in the Boys' Division Mr. Johnson said: "I am
incredibly proud to see the subject grow in both popularity
and numbers - with more girls joining us each year. This
comes after an excellent set of exam results in the
summer."

37

Credits

Credits
Editor: Miss K.S. Wrathmell
Contributors: Mr. M. Power, Mr. J. Newbould, Miss A. Bradshaw,
Mr. D.F. Teasdale, Mr. I.K. Forgrieve, Jacob Audley 9f, Mrs. E.J. Fielding, Mr. M. Johnson

38

