Bolton School Boys’ Division Junior School
Weekly Newsletter
Spring Term 2021 - A WEEK

Wednesday 13th January

From Mrs. Faulkner
Monday 18th January

“Teenage Journey” lecture
7.30pm (via Zoom)
Details will be sent on the
day of the event

Monday 18th January
6A—Senior School
Interviews — by Zoom
Tuesday 19th January
6B—Senior School
Interviews — by Zoom

It has been great to hear how well the boys have taken to their remote learning routines over the course of the last
week. On Friday, I wrote to them all to congratulate them on their efforts whilst, of course, encouraging them to
continue to look after themselves and the people around them. The content of that email can be found below,
please do refer to that if you find that you are struggling to encourage your son to maintain healthy and positive
routines. As I say to you often, I don't mind you telling your son 'Mrs Faulkner says....'. I will continue to contact the
boys via various means, in addition to the contact they have from their teachers, as it is important that the boys
maintain that sense of belonging and community which we work so hard on in school. Please do make sure that
you keep us up to date with your son's news so that we can celebrate achievements and support where necessary.
Regular routines are very important and, for that reason, we do ask that the boys arrive on time to registration,
even when they are working at home. They should be ready to interact with their form teacher at 8:45, so we can
mark them as 'present', as well as working with their classmates on pastoral matters. This also means that we
know that they are ready to start the day's lessons on time and can deal with any issues promptly at the start of the
day.
I am aware that some boys and families are struggling to maintain positivity at this time, below are some tips from
the Young Minds organisation which you may find helpful. Further support can be found on their website:
Supporting your child during the coronavirus pandemic (youngminds.org.uk)





Wednesday 20th January 
6C—Senior School
Interviews — by Zoom




How can I support my child during lockdown?
Talk with them about what’s going on, keeping communication as open as you can. Let them know that
it’s okay to feel however they feel – whether that’s scared, worried, angry, sad or something else. You can
find our tips on starting a conversation with your child here.
Try to answer your child's questions and reassure them in an age appropriate manner. While you don’t
need to know all the answers, talking things through can help them feel calmer.
Encourage your child to do the things that help them when they’re finding things difficult. This will be
different for everyone – it could include things like doing exercise or going for a walk, watching a favourite
film, reading a favourite book, cooking or baking, talking to friends, or drawing or writing.

Reassure them this will pass, you’re there for them, and you will get through this together. Having
returned to some of their normal activities over the summer, going back into stricter measures might feel
frustrating for your child. They may even be worried that things will never get better. Recognise how difficult
this is, while also letting them know that the pandemic will not last forever.
Spend time doing a positive activity together. This can help them to feel calmer by giving them a short
break from everything that’s going on. It’s also a great way of providing a space for them to talk through their
concerns, without having a ‘big chat’. You can have a look at our activity ideas for younger children and
for teenagers, to help you. Keep as many regular routines going as possible to help your child feel safe and
secure. This can include things like having regular times for going to bed, waking up, eating meals and doing hobbies.

I would regularly include warnings about the boys' online engagement and communication with one another in my
newsletters and suggest that this is neither necessary nor appropriate, particularly for our younger pupils. However, in our current circumstances, that online communication with one's friends is important. While we do try to include as many opportunities as possible for the boys to chat informally with friends during form periods etc., this is,
by necessity, a very structured and carefully choreographed conversation. This means that many of the boys will
wish to communicate separately with friends via messaging services, online gaming, video chats etc. and, for some
of your sons, that will be a really important means of maintaining positive mental health. What I would caution to all
parents, is that you do try to keep a weathered eye on such chats, as I say frequently, the boys have a tendency to
believe that they are anonymous when online and say things in such a way that they would never dream of doing if
they were face to face with the person. It is important that the boys remember that they are chatting with a real
person, with real feelings, even when they can't see them and perhaps put themselves in their friends' shoes and
consider how they would feel if they received that message.

Contacting the School Office or IT Helpdesk during Lockdown
The School Office is open from 8.15 am — 4.15 pm during term time.
During the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the School Office will be mostly unmanned. The quickest way to
contact the Office staff is to email parkroad@boltonschool.org.uk. Please note that any texts sent by the Office
cannot be replied to. When contacting the Office by email, please always include your son’s first and surname,
as well as his form.
For any iPad or technical issues arising for pupils who are remote learning, please contact the IT Helpdesk
directly via the telephone number or email address below :
(01204) 434787 or email: support@boltonschool.org.uk. If you are logging a call by email, please provide a
mobile or home telephone number so that a member of the IT team can contact you if necessary.
Thank you for your continued assistance and understanding during this time.

PA Matters

Achievements

Park Road Recipe Book – You can now email us
your entries for the first Park Road recipe book. To
enter, simply complete the form attached to this
newsletter and email back with your name (plus
your son’s name and form )
to parkroadpa@gmail.com. What is your family’s
favourite meal? Do you have your own interpretation of classic dishes? Any
special vegan recipes to share? This is open to the boys, parents,
grand-parents, even teachers and you may get your recipe published!
Last entry date is Friday 12th February and is free to enter.

Congratulations to Charlie Simpson (6C) who
achieved a Distinction in his recent Grade 3
piano exam. Well done, Charlie!
Congratulations too to Harlan Moore (3A) who
also achieved a Distinction in his recent Step 1
London College of Music piano exam.

RSPB Birdwatch 2021
Calling all birdwatchers and nature lovers: whilst we are
all staying safe at home, why not sign up for the RSPB
Big Garden Birdwatch which is taking place from 29 –31
January — all the details of how to get involved can be
found here :
https://www.rspb.org.uk/getinvolved/activities/birdwatch/

AGM: We have had to postpone the AGM. Once a new date has been
rearranged, we do still need volunteers to fill the Chair, Secretary and
Treasurer roles. These are mandatory roles that need to be filled, otherwise
the PA cannot continue and is probably a good opportunity to be involved
with fewer events most likely to organise in 2021. If you are interested or
want to know more about the roles, please can you email us
at parkroadpa@gmail.com.
Bag2School Collection: The collection scheduled on Wednesday 27th
January is now postponed. We will confirm a future date when school re opens.
Easy Funding – Thanks to all those that have used this online shopping App.
Please consider registering your details at
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/boltonjbpa—it is such an easy
way to raise funds for the PA!
Don’t forget to Follow us on Twitter @juniorboyspa

Teenage Journey—Monday 18th January
The next online Teenage Journey event takes place on Monday 18th January at 7.30pm. Gareth Cheeseman, Esteem Director at ACET UK, will
present a workshop for parents to help them better
understand the current UK approach to relationships and sex education
(RSE), and provide parents with some top tips on how to talk to their
children about relationships and sex. Gareth will provide an overview of
the popular culture landscape and challenges in which our children are
growing up.
For example: Sexting (sending nude photos) is part of everyday life for
almost half of teenagers; 6 out of 10 young people say that pornography’s
pervasiveness made growing up difficult; currently young people aged 15
– 24 experience the highest rates of sexually transmitted infections in the
UK. Preventative work is vital to ensure that young
people are equipped with the information and skills needed to improve
their health and wellbeing, and this workshop explains the importance of
quality relationships and sex education in our fast moving digital world.
Please register for this event via the Parents’ Evening System using your
email linked to Parent Portal
https://boltonschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk and follow the
instructions on screen. You will be sent details of how to join the meeting
on the day of the event.
Parents are invited to complete an online questionnaire prior to the event.
This is an opportunity to share some of your questions about
Relationships & Sex Education (RSE) before the workshop.
The form can be accessed
here https://forms.gle/GhR4MPGnfW51Paok8 and is completely
anonymous.

A copy of the menu for those in School is attached and
available to view on Parent Portal

Copies of the newsletter and any attached documents are also available on
Parent Portal

This week, we are launching an exciting
new project for all Park Road boys and staff
alike to get involved with; creating a school
calendar which we hope to be able to produce to sell to parents, friends, grandparents etc. towards the end of the school
year.
The calendar will probably be of the ‘family
organiser’ type and will include pre-printed
key school dates. Each month’s page will
have one (or possibly two) photographs at
the top of the page.
Photos submitted must meet the following criteria:
*
*

they must have been taken by the person submitting it—no cheating!;
they must be reflective of the month they represent i.e. seasonal
or topical;
* they should not be of particular people, although there may be people in
the photograph e.g. not a particular boy or group of boys playing in the
snow but perhaps a snowy scene with people in background;
* photos can be of animals/birds/insects/weather/plants etc.) a general,
topical event or a PR/School event - this can be linked to Bolton, Bolton
School/Park Road or even a photo taken whilst away on holiday;
* photographic effects such as filters etc. are permissible but the photo
should not be ‘marked up’ in any way.
Photographs should be submitted to the appropriate month’s assignment
within the Calendar Photo folder in the Showbie Whole School Park Road
class before the end of the month in which they are taken. After that date
this assignment will be locked. Photographs will be judged (by whom is yet
to be decided) and the winner announced in the next Celebration Assembly.
There will be 10 merits awarded to the monthly winner(s) and their photo
will feature on that month’s page of the calendar when it is published. Good
luck everyone !

Thank You !
Thank you so much to everyone who so kindly sent in Christmas gifts for Mrs
Iddon, Mrs Sykes and Mrs Woodhead. Unfortunately, a few gifts got detached
from their cards and we haven't been able to thank you personally. It really is
very kind and very much appreciated.

School Uniform Shop

This Week’s Documents

The newsletter is available on the school website
http://www.boltonschool.org/junior-boys/downloads/weeklynewsletter/current-newsletter/.

Park Road Calendar Photography Project

at:

As a non-essential retailer, the school uniform shop on Dobson Road has had to
close its doors to customers, though it is able to continue with Click &
Collect orders. This service will be available each Wednesday between 12:304.30pm. Only items which have been pre-paid for prior to the customers arrival
on site can be purchased. Customers will not be permitted access in to the
shop, in line with legislation and Covid-19 management measures.
Although Click & Collect is offered to customers, Monkhouse is advising that you
only visit if you are in the area as part of activities permitted under lockdown
legislation, ie trips to essential retailers or part of an exercise programme.

