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From Mrs. Faulkner
As I write this, I have just heard on the news that the Prime Minister has indicated that schools
are unlikely to open fully before 8th March. That, of course, does not mean that this is a fixed
return date but does, at least, mean that we now know how schooling will look as we return from
the half term break. I fully appreciate that this is not the news many of you would have been
hoping for, I, myself, would love nothing more than to have all of the boys back in school,
spending time with their teachers and their peers, but we must be patient a little longer.
The boys have all been engaging well with their lessons and I continue to be impressed by their
focus and endeavour. We are, of course, aware that some boys will be finding this more difficult,
if this is the case for your son, please do let us know so that we might advise of the best way to
support him.
I know that many parents are keen for advice as to how to best support their sons during this
time and are concerned about their emotional wellbeing. With that in mind, I have arranged for
Dr. Kathy Weston to present to parents on the evening of Wednesday 10th February at 7.30pm.
Further details of that event can be found below, I do hope that many of you will be able to join
us at this event. In the meantime you may find the advice offered via the BBC link below useful:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrmhscw?xtor=CS8-1000-%5BPromo_Box%5D%5BNews_Promo%5D-%5BNews_Promo%5D%5BPS_BITESIZE~N~articles/zrmhscw~P_FiveWaysToManageYourWellbeingAsAParentDuringLock
down%5D
Next Friday (5th February), we will be having a Screen Away Day. For those of you with boys in
the Senior School, you will be familiar with the premise of this. Due to the age of our boys, we
will do this a little differently in the Junior School and Mrs. Winstanley has written to you with
those details. There is a short list of items that the boys will need during the course of that day,
so do please look at that information in advance.
Finally, many of you will be aware that we usually run our Music Festival in the final week of this
half term, we have postponed that so that it will now occur during the second half of this term.
Further details will follow, however, if your son wishes to participate in this, he will need to
record his piece for submission and adjudication, so do please encourage your son to continue to
practise his instrumental playing.

Contacting the School Office or IT Helpdesk during Lockdown
The School Office is open from 8.15 am — 4.15 pm during term time.
During the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the School Office will be mostly unmanned. The quickest
way to contact the Office staff is to email parkroad@boltonschool.org.uk. Please note that any
texts sent by the Office cannot be replied to. When contacting the Office by email, please always
include your son’s first and surname, as well as his form.
For any iPad or technical issues arising for pupils who are remote learning, please contact the IT
Helpdesk directly via the telephone number or email address below :
(01204) 434787 or email: support@boltonschool.org.uk. If you are logging a call by
email, please provide a mobile or home telephone number so that a member of the
IT team can contact you if necessary.
Thank you for your continued assistance and understanding during this time.

PA Matters

Achievements

Park Road Recipe Book – Thanks to those parents,
staff and boys who have submitted their recipes.
Wonderful to receive special recipes handed down
from grandmas and the furthest recipe is now from
France. Which recipe will end up being the furthest
away from Bolton? Would love to hear about some
family dishes from the Caribbean, Asia, Europe or even Wales, Ireland or
Scotland! To enter, you will need to complete the attached “Park Road PA
Recipe Book Entry”, with the specific details required and then simply email
back with your name to parkroadpa@gmail.com. This is open to the boys,
parents, grandparents and even teachers— you may get your recipe
published! Last entry date is Friday 12th February.

Congratulations to Stephen Nagai (6A), who started to learn to play the
violin at Park Road just over 3 years ago. Stephen had previously auditioned
for the National Children's Orchestra of Great Britain but, unfortunately, did
not get in, as playing the violin was one of the most competitive sections.

Easy Funding – Thanks to all those that have used this online shopping App.
Please consider registering your details at
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/boltonjbpa—it is such an easy
way to raise funds for the PA!
Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @juniorboyspa

Building Family Resilience—online talk
Dr. Kathy Weston is an academic, motivational speaker, wife and mother,
committed to giving parents the practical tools they need to help their
children flourish. We have arranged for Dr. Weston to give an online talk on
Wednesday 10th February, at 7.30pm, on the topic of Building Family
Resilience—the focus will be on supporting our children's self-esteem and
wellbeing during these difficult times: family resilience for the whole family
in challenging circumstances.

This year, Stephen was finally awarded a place at the National Children's
Orchestra Online, based on achieving "Grade 3 with Distinction" before the
lockdown last year and the progress he made afterwards. Stephen looks
forward to the online workshop and taking part in possible regional ensemble days in Manchester towards the Summer, if the pandemic situation
allows.

Well done, Stephen—this is an amazing achievement. Congratulations!

Park Road Calendar Photography Project
The creation of the Park Road school
calendar, which we hope to be able to
produce to sell to parents, friends,
grandparents etc. towards the end of the
school year, is now underway.
The calendar will probably be of the ‘family
organiser’ type and will include pre-printed
key school dates. Each month’s page will
have one (or possibly two) photographs at
the top of the page.

Photos submitted must meet the following criteria:
This talk will focus on building self-esteem to promote resilience, maintaining positive mental health, the challenges of supporting home-learning
when working and how to manage them (if relevant at the time). Attendees
will leave the talk energised and ready to try new techniques to help their
families thrive in the pandemic and beyond.

*
*
*

Please register to attend this event using the parents evening booking
system https://boltonschool.schoolcloud.co.uk

*

Please note that, unfortunately, the slides will not be available after the
event.

*

they must have been taken by the person submitting it—no cheating!;
they must be reflective of the month they represent i.e. seasonal
or topical;
they should not be of particular people, although there may be people in
the photograph e.g. not a particular boy or group of boys playing in the
snow but perhaps a snowy scene with people in background;
photos can be of animals/birds/insects/weather/plants etc.) a general,
topical event or a PR/School event - this can be linked to Bolton, Bolton
School/Park Road or even a photo taken whilst away on holiday;
photographic effects such as filters etc. are permissible but the photo
should not be ‘marked up’ in any way.

More Lockdown Activities—Raring2Go Magazine
Ideas to keep children entertained in lockdown can be found in the latest
online edition of Raring2Go magazine at
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/bury/winter/

Bolton Schools Virtual Chess Club
Details of how to join the Bolton Schools
Virtual Chess Club are attached to this newsletter. All activities will take place after school
and
generally
after
4.30p.m.
They are free of charge. It is envisaged that
children will access both competitions and
teaching whilst they are at home, under the
tutelage of Mr Clissold.

Photographs should be submitted to the appropriate month’s assignment
within the Calendar Photo folder in the Showbie Whole School Park Road
class before the end of the month in which they are taken. After that date,
this assignment will be locked. Photographs will be judged and the winner
announced in the next Celebration Assembly. There will be 10 merits
awarded to the monthly winner(s) and their photo will feature on that
month’s page of the calendar when it is published.
We are delighted that Adam Crowther, from MyFoto School Photography,
has agreed to judge the photographs submitted for January in the Park Road
2022 Calendar. This Sunday (31st January) will be the last day to get your
entry into Showbie so why not use the weekend to go for a family walk with
camera in hand and encourage your son to take some seasonal snaps,
particularly if the snow returns?

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch

This Week’s Documents
A copy of the menu for those in School is available to view on Parent
Portal.
Park Road PA Recipe Book entry form

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/

Information regarding Bolton Schools Virtual Chess Club
The newsletter is available on the school website
http://www.boltonschool.org/junior-boys/downloads/weeklynewsletter/current-newsletter/.
Copies of the newsletter and any attached documents are also available on
Parent Portal

Calling all birdwatchers and nature lovers: whilst we are all staying safe at
home, why not sign up for the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch which is taking
place from 29th –31st January — all the details of how to get involved can be
found here :

at:

We would love to hear from you if you spot any
unusual sights — is there a heron watching your pond or a
woodpecker in your garden? This might also be a good, last minute photo
opportunity for the calendar project too.

