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Firstly, I would like to express my gratitude to our staff and parents who have supported
the boys in managing this half term of remote learning. Every week, I have been
impressed by the tales of endeavour, resilience and achievement of our boys and for
that, they and you, are all to be applauded. I know that this has not been easy and each
of our families will have endured difficult periods within that time. What has been an
ever-present feature of this half term, has been the sense of community and support the
boys have demonstrated for one another, and for this I am very grateful.

Last Friday, we held our Screen Away day. The boys engaged very well with the activities
and there have been some great photos and feedback from the day. More information
and photographs from the day are on Page 3 of this newsletter.
Also last week, the boys in Year 6 enjoyed a writing workshop with the author, Tom
Palmer. This week, a number of boys will come together with pupils from Hesketh
House, in an anti-bullying training session and our Year 3 boys will have a Science
workshop to look forward to.

(House captains &
School Council) This evening, at 7.30pm, I look forward to hosting a webinar presented by Dr. Kathy
Friday 12th
February
Break up for half
term

Weston regarding building family resilience during these testing times and beyond.
Further details can be found overleaf in this newsletter. If there are any last
minute requests to join this event, please email Mrs. Woodhead at
parkroadoffice@boltonschool.org, before 4pm today, as the Parents' Evening link has
now expired. Please note that, unfortunately, the slides from this talk will not be
available after the event.

I think that it is fair to say that we are all ready for a break and I do hope that you and
your son are able to enjoy some time away from screens as we head into the half term
break. I certainly have a large pile of books, jigsaws and board games awaiting me, I
might even get my walking shoes on for a local lockdown trail, of course. Whatever you
have planned for the half term break, I hope that you all enjoy a restful break. We will
Monday 22nd
return to online learning on Tuesday 23rd February (Monday 22nd is a staff training day
February
and Park Road will be closed to all boys, including those of key workers). I hope that, by
Staff INSET Day— then, we will have received further information from the government which will allow us
PR closed to all to develop more concrete plans for a wider return to school.

pupils
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Contacting the School Office or IT Helpdesk during Lockdown
The School Office is open from 8.15 am — 4.15 pm during term time.
During the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the School Office will be mostly unmanned. The quickest
way to contact the Office staff is to email parkroad@boltonschool.org.uk. Please note that any
texts sent by the Office cannot be replied to. When contacting the Office by email, please always
include your son’s first and surname, as well as his form.
For any iPad or technical issues arising for pupils who are remote learning, please contact the IT
Helpdesk directly via the telephone number or email address below :
(01204) 434787 or email: support@boltonschool.org.uk. If you are logging a call by
email, please provide a mobile or home telephone number so that a member of the
IT team can contact you if necessary.
Thank you for your continued assistance and understanding during this time.

PA Matters
Park Road Recipe Book – thanks to all who have
submitted their recipes. It has been wonderful to
receive special recipes, handed down from
generations— the furthest recipe is now from India.
Which recipe will end up being the furthest away
from Bolton? Will we see any recipes celebrating
Chinese New Year? To enter, simply complete the attached “Park Road PA
Recipe Book ” entry form with the specific details required and email it,
with your name, to parkroadpa@gmail.com. This is open to boys, parents,
grandparents, even teachers and you may get your recipe published! As
school is not fully reopened, last entry date is extended to Friday
12th March.

Easy Funding – Thanks to all those that have used this online shopping App.
Please consider registering your details at
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/boltonjbpa—it is such an easy
way to raise funds for the PA!
Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @juniorboyspa

Building Family Resilience—online talk
Dr. Kathy Weston is an academic, motivational speaker, wife and mother,
committed to giving parents the practical tools they need to help their
children flourish. We have arranged for Dr. Weston to give an online talk
this evening at 7.30pm, on the topic of Building Family Resilience—the focus
will be on supporting our children's self-esteem and wellbeing during these
difficult times: family resilience for the whole family in challenging
circumstances. This talk will focus on building self-esteem to promote resilience, maintaining positive mental health, the challenges of supporting
home-learning when working and how to manage them (if relevant at the
time). Attendees will leave the talk energised and ready to try new techniques to help their families thrive in the pandemic and beyond.
If there are any last minute requests to join this event, please email Mrs.
Woodhead at parkroadoffice@boltonschool.org, before 4pm today , as the
Parents' Evening link has now expired.

vPlus Festival
Potential Plus is running an online festival for families during mid-February,
for curious and enquiring minds! This 12-day online festival provides a
programme of live presentations and creative challenges, some especially
for children, some specifically for parents, and others for the whole family to
enjoy. There are over 40 brilliant presenters including: Bobby Seagull, Jeff
Forshaw, Roma Agrawal, Simon Singh, Alex Bellos, Jonathan Hare, Ben England, Barry Hymer, Peter Wells, Verity Jones, Helen Dennis and Bob Cox.
With over 50 Events including: Making Zines; Design a Themed Playground;
Eating Insects; The Titanic; Science Experiments; Music; Drawing Sounds;
Writing Poetry; Stop Frame Animation; Being Peter Pan; Monster Design; Art
and Science; Mathematics of Black Holes; Political Theory in Action; Alan
Turing; Critical Thinking; Einstein’s Theory of Relativity; Quantum
Computing; Philosophical questions; Maths; Canadian history; Building
Bridges. Parent sessions that include: How to encourage your child with
maths, with creativity, thinking better, developing executive function skills,
educational strategies, emotional regulation, metacognition and planning for
University. Log into the Festival website for daily challenges and that day’s
link to the Zoom sessions – it’s that easy! Zoom Sessions will be offered as
webinars. Questions may be raised in the chat box, which will be monitored
by the co-host. It will not be possible, during most sessions, to speak directly
with the presenter. The festival website and booking form can be found at
https://virtualplusfestival.org/. Thanks to National Lottery funding, the festival is free to join, participants just need to sign up. All are welcome and
there should be something for all ages and interests.

Park Road Calendar Photography Project
This week has seen the announcement of the first, monthly winning
photographs which will be included in our 2022 Park Road calendar. Thanks
goes to our January judge, Adam Crowther from Myfoto School
Photography, for carefully considering all of the 150+ photos submitted and
producing a short video explaining his decision for the boys to watch in form
periods. The quality of the submissions was very high, making choosing a
winner such a difficult decision but, in the end, Adam decided that seven
photographs should be ‘Highly Commended’ and he picked 2 ‘Overall
Winners’.

Please note that, unfortunately, the slides from this talk will not be available
after the event.

Congratulations to everyone who took part, but especially to the following
boys :

School Social Media

Highly Commended : Om Chandra, Theodore Hayton-Weed, Sebastian
Hergart, Harlan Moore, Aaron Nagini and Will Roberts;

At the end of each week, we have started to post a short two minute film
on our social media channels, which shows a range of remote and in-school
learning that has taken place over the past five days across the campus.
If you have any photos or video clips of your child or children at work,
please do send them to Mr. Newbould (jnewbould@boltonschool.org).
Please be aware that as it is only a short film, he may not be able to include
everything that is sent. Thank you.

KidZone Half Term Holiday Club
Depending on Government Guidance, KidZone is intending to run the
February Holiday Club for children of ‘Key workers’ only. An agenda for
the week is attached to this newsletter. KidZone ask that you please give at
least 48 hours’ notice to reserve a place, as they may not be able to
accommodate requests made later.
Please contact Pauline or Kerry at Kidzone on 01204 434798 or email
admin@kidzone.uk.com to reserve places required.

This Week’s Documents
A copy of the newsletter is available to download on Parent Portal:
The newsletter is available on the school website at:
PA Recipe Book Entry Form; KidZone Holiday Club Agenda
http://www.boltonschool.org/junior-boys/downloads/weeklynewsletter/current-newsletter/.

Overall Winners : Jacob Caswell and Tomas Daniel.

Screen Away Day
Last Friday, all boys and staff had a chance to put away their iPads for large chunks of the day and take part in a range
of alternative, curriculum based activities.
Whether it was creating a positive form message to share with others during difficult times, enjoying the outdoors while
counting and feeding our feathered friends or taking an observational walk, getting crafty with an old pair of socks or
sweating over the alphabet like never before, the boys amazed us with their enthusiasm and willingness to ‘get stuck
in’.
We hope everyone enjoyed the day and thanks must go to parents for supporting their sons by providing the necessary
resources and, in many cases, also joining in the fun, although I haven’t seen much evidence of parental engagement in
the fitness alphabet yet! KEW

Achievements
Congratulations to Egan Moore (5C), who sat the
London College of Music Grade 1 Theory
keyboard exam recently and passed with
Distinction, and to Noah Plenderleith (pictured
right) (6C), who has passed his Grade 1 Piano
exam with Merit.
Finlay Camilleri (pictured far right) (5C) was
awarded Student of the Month by his singing
school - The Music Shed. Well done, boys.

Parents’ Evenings
Parents' Evenings will take place during the week commencing
1st March. They will again be a remote video appointment with
your son's form teacher.
Booking instructions will be emailed to parents on Monday 22nd
February, with the system going live at 12 noon that day, and
closing on Sunday 28th February at 12 noon.

