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Spring Term 2021 - B WEEK
Wednesday 10th
March
Y6 Virtual UK
Parliament Visit - via
Teams, 2pm
Thursday 11th
March
Y4 Water
Awareness Virtual
Workshops, 2pm
Monday 15th—
Friday 19th March

Shakespeare Week
Tuesday 16th
March
Y6 After School
Football, 4-5pm
Thursday 25th
March
Virtual Music Festival
Friday 26th March
Virtual Music Festival
Verse Speaking
Competition, 1pm
Wednesday 31st
March

From Mrs. Faulkner
It has been lovely to have all of the boys back in school with us this week and, as ever, we are impressed by the resilience they
have shown – they have, on the whole, settled straight into routines and carried on with their learning and friendships, as if the
last few months had been entirely normal. I would say a big thank you to all of you for helping to prepare your son for his return.
We have, of course, noticed that a few boys may be finding the length of the day a little tiring, I imagine that, in many households,
without the pressure of the daily school run, bedtimes may have stretched a little; it is important to
re-establish those good sleep routines in the remaining days and weeks of this term, as sleep is a huge factor in terms of
determining the boys’ readiness to learn and in dealing with one another – as adults, we all know how our mood and
resilience drops when we are tired, the boys are no different.
When I wrote to you last week, I said that I would forward further information regarding at home lateral flow tests for house holds
with school age children. Further details have emerged on this area and I am sure that, by now, most of you are well aware of the
arrangements. However, I provide the information below, in case it is of help to you:
Test and Trace announced earlier this week that all adults in households with school and college age children without sympto ms
can now access regular rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. Test kits can either be collected or ordered online, as set out
below. Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. Parents, as well as
other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have symptoms, can now access regular, rapid
coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles. Tests are fast, easy and completely free.

There are different ways for a household, childcare or support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly:
· through your employer, if they offer testing to employees;
· by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests – you can find out
where your nearest collection site is via the website:
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/;
· by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through other routes, this frees up
home delivery for those who need it most.
If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are open
every day from 7am to 11pm. Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a
test. Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing hands, wearing fac e
coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in reducing transmission rates. Getting into t he habit
of regular testing, as part of our everyday lives, will help us all to play our part and do what we can to protect each other .
It would not be a return to school newsletter without some comment on parking around the campus. I appreciate entirely that
this is always a contentious issue and that there is not enough parking around school. However, I do ask that you each endeav our
to demonstrate safe and courteous habits to your children. In particular, please can I ask that you do not pull up on the yellow
lines to drop your child off, nor pull onto the pavement by the entrance to Queen’s Park. In the last few days, I have witnessed a
number of parents simply stopping in the road to let their child out of the car, resulting in some very near misses for the t raffic
around them. I was nearly run over by one parent who seemed insistent on driving down West Street to drop their child right a t
the school gate. On the subject of West Street, please do not park there at the end of the school day to collect your child – a
number of parents have been turning their cars in that narrow street and even in our school gates as pupils are leaving. Please
be aware that whilst you may feel that you are keeping your child safe, such behaviour endangers all of our pupils. At the r equest
from Beech House, please do not try to arrive on the car park prior to 3:30pm. We have deliberately staggered the finish times of
the various year groups across the whole of the Foundation so that we can minimise the mixing of parents at this time, so your
assistance with this matter really does help. We will keep your child safe on the playground with us until you are able to arrive to
collect him, so please do just take a little time to consider parking in a safe place around the School site.
We know that most of the boys are really excited to be returning to School, but there may also be some anxiety too. The
following article, ‘Supporting Young People Returning To School After Lockdown’, may be of interest to parents.
https://thewellnessconsultancy.org/2021/03/03/supporting-young-people-returning-to-school-after-lockdown/

Music Festival
Winners' Concert 1.30pm

Contacting the School Office
Park Road, BOLTON, BL1 4RD
t: 01204 434735
e: parkroad@boltonschool.org.uk. www.boltonschool.org
The School Office is open from 8.15 am — 4.15 pm during term time.
Please note that any texts sent by the Office cannot be replied to. Please direct all enquiries to parkroad@boltonschool.org
and always include your son’s first and surname, as well as his form.
For all coach / transport enquiries: Logistics Co-Ordinator: Mr B. Gould (01204) 434711
e: bdmgould@boltonschool.org.uk

PA Matters

Verse Speaking Competition

Final Call for recipes: We’ve received some wonderful
recipes but would love a few more to finalise our
recipe book. Ideally, we would like a further 10 to
complete the book. To enter, please complete the
attached “Park Road PA Recipe Book Entry” form with
the specific details required and then simply email it, with your name
to parkroadpa@gmail.com. This is open to all.

All boys will be taking part in our annual verse speaking competition. Most
classes have worked on this during lesson times and all boys should now
have a chosen poem from the archive provided.

AGM and PA Virtual Meeting – We are hoping to rearrange a virtual AGM
to fill the committee roles for the remainder of this school year and next
year. We will need a new Chair, Secretary and Treasurer - these are
mandatory roles that need to be filled, otherwise the PA cannot continue .
If you are interested or want more information, please email us
at parkroadpa@gmail.com.
Bag2School— The collection date has been rearranged for Thursday 22
April (at 8am). Please do have a good clear out over the Easter break.
Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @juniorboyspa

Save the Date : Sunday 24th April, 2022
Looking forward positively, we have moved the
date of our Open Day Event from this April to
Sunday 24th April, 2022, when we hope to
celebrate the 25+2 year anniversary of Bolton
School having a residential base at
Patterdale Hall.

The team at Patterdale Hall has missed seeing
the students from Bolton School and beyond
over the past year, delivering memorable and meaningful outdoor learning
experiences. The Department for Education is reviewing the guidance to
schools in mid-March and we hope to be able to recommence our residential provision in line with the government roadmap out of lockdown, from
17th May.
Thank you to all of you who have followed our social media campaign,
written to your MPs and encouraged the review. Over 3 million young
people have missed out on a residential experience and it is time to redress
that and be part of the recovery for young people.
Tim Taylor - Centre Manager, Patterdale Hall.

Visit from Cleopatra
Last week, Year 3 boys had a
virtual visit from Cleopatra. Amongst many
other things, they heard about talent from
speaking 7 languages, how the River Nile
brought life to Egypt and many of the items
that were invented by the Ancient Egyptians.
Cleopatra had to rush off to battle at the end
of the call, leaving the boys hoping that she
victorious ! ALH

Virtual Author Visit
Year 5 had the delight of a Zoom call with
Author and illustrator, Thomas Taylor
yesterday during their English lesson.
Throughout the talk, Thomas shared how he
became an author and his inspiration behind
his book “Malamander”. Year 5 has been
enjoying reading this book in their library
lessons and it was brilliant to hear the boys
asking Thomas Taylor questions about the
characters and plot, as well as other books
that he has written. I am sure the boys will
be wanting to read his other books soon
working towards their Book Belts! MLK

All classes will be given separate instructions by their English subject
teachers and they should be ready to perform this poem with the words.
The top two will be selected from each class in each year group and those
boys will then go into a grand final, which will take place on Friday
26th March. We very much look forward to seeing the performances from
all of the boys. AF

Park Road Calendar Photography Project
As we eagerly await the name of the
winner of the February calendar photo,
(which will be revealed later this week
when Mrs. Aspinwall is in School), I am
very pleased to announce that the March
photographs will be judged by Tim Taylor,
who is the Centre Manager at Patterdale
Hall. Tim is a keen photographer and
regularly posts wonderful photos of his
beautiful Cumbrian surroundings on
Twitter.
Tim said he was “delighted to be asked to judge” and was looking forward
to seeing all of your fabulous entries so, please do keep them coming,
especially now that the weather is getting a bit better and there are signs of
Spring all around us. KEW

Commonwealth Day
Monday marked Commonwealth Day and this
week, forms have been learning about what the
Commonwealth is and the countries which
comprise it. Each form has also been discussing
the Commonwealth Charter and has created their
own class charter to show how they can help
each other for the remainder of this term.
I am very much looking forward to seeing the
form flags that have been created and learning
about what different flag colours and symbols
represent. MLK

Local Authority Senior School Places
Please may we remind parents that, if your son has been offered a senior
school place at a local school, which you do not intend to take up, you
should advise that LEA as soon as possible.
We are now beginning to receive invitations for some of our Year 6 boys to
attend Taster Days. If you have no plans to accept the place, it is important
that it should be released quickly into the system so that another child, who
was not fortunate enough to receive an offer in the first instance, may
benefit from it. Many thanks

This Week’s Documents
A copy of the newsletter, as well as the documents attached to it, is available
to download on Parent Portal:

Extra Curricular Activities Schedule - March 2021 and
BDPA Plant Sale Order Form.
The newsletter is also available on the school website at:
http://www.boltonschool.org/junior-boys/downloads/weeklynewsletter/current-newsletter/.

World Book Day 2021
To celebrate World Book Day last week, all the boys (as well as a lot of the Park Road staff)
enjoyed some different activities whilst remote-learning.

To start the day, each class worked in their own reading dens at home, whilst enjoying an
assembly led by David Walliams. The rest of the morning involved a number of different
activities, which included exploring the World Book Day free book options, designing a book
cover of their life and creating an augmented reality book scene.
During the afternoon, teachers from across the school swapped classes via
Zoom and shared a reading from a text. It was refreshing for all boys and staff
to see and engage with new faces and the boys really enjoyed getting
comfortable in their dens and enjoying a good story.
The end of the day involved
all of the boys and staff
designing a book character
through the Potato Portrayal
task. There were lots of creative and imaginative examples on show!
A great day was had by all.
AF

BDPA Plant Sale 2021
The Senior Boys’ PA has launched their annual plant sale, likely to be our only fundraiser for the
year, and so your support would be greatly appreciated. We would like to encourage the wider
school community, any friends, neighbours and families, to add some colour to their outside
spaces by ordering hanging baskets and plants via our very successful plant sale.
Ordering is really easy, emails or texted images of our form are accepted and as you would expect we offer online banking. Plants will be ready for collection on Saturday 15th May. The order
form is linked here and is also available via the school website (or Parent Portal). Please place
an order with us and remember to mention this to your friends too.
Don’t miss out as the absolute deadline for orders is the end of March. As last year, plants will be delivered to Bradshaw
so that socially distanced, timed collections can be arranged from Saturday 15th May (other collection points can be
arranged). Any questions please contact Amanda Valentine via bsbdpa@gmail.com Thank you for your support.

Virtual Music Festival
Miss Ormerod has been pleased to see so many people joining the Showbie Music Festival classes. If you are entering,
but have not already joined the Showbie class, then please do so very soon.

Video submissions can be made from Monday 15th March at 9am until Wednesday 24th March at 4pm. Our adjudicator,
Mr Nigel Spooner, is looking forward to hearing all the wonderful performances. HJO

