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Wednesday 17th March

Spring Term 2021 - A WEEK

From Mrs. Faulkner

Saturday 20th
March
ECF National Chess
Finals Online - via
Zoom, 10am
Monday 22nd
March
After School Chess
Club, by invitation
Tues 23rd March
Y6 After School
Football
Wednesday 24th
March

We have now been back in school for just over a week and it almost feels as if we have never been away.
It is remarkable how well the boys have adapted to the usual school routines, as well as a few new ones.
Speaking with the boys, they have all remarked upon the benefits of being back amongst their friends,
interacting with one another and generally being more active. The boys have also been enjoying taking
part in a range of extra-curricular activities, with many opportunities available across each lunchtime.
Please be aware that we do currently need to limit numbers in attendance and, in particular, the mixing
of classes indoors and so, in some instances, the boys may be rotating on a two week schedule.
Lessons have also been able to become more active and we have made a particular effort to increase
the opportunities for more active lessons in these remaining few weeks of term. Our Shakespeare Week
focus has certainly allowed us to include a great deal more speaking and listening into the
curriculum, which is an area which does not transfer well to remote learning.
On the subject of Shakespeare Week, we are delighted that we have been able to go ahead as planned
with our drama workshops delivered by the Octagon Theatre. These workshops began today and will
continue throughout the rest of this week. So far, it all looks very exciting and is an excellent opportunity
for the boys to explore the works of Shakespeare in a more accessible manner.
We would usually be embarking on a number of visits at this time of the school year. These,
unfortunately, are still not yet permitted but we have worked hard to bring those experts into the
classrooms and, in the last week alone, have managed to fit in a Water Awareness workshop for Year 4,
as well as a Year 6 lecture on evolution, and a tour of the Houses of Parliament. Of course, whilst these
opportunities are fabulous and enhance the boys’ learning, we are very much looking forward to
resuming our usual visits as soon as the guidance permits.
Good luck to the Under 11 Chess team who have been invited, as one of only eight schools, to take part
in the ECF national finals this weekend. They will certainly face some fierce competition, but I am quite
sure they will relish the opportunity.

Y6 Climbing Wall
Video submissions
deadline for Music
Festival, 4pm

On a final note please can I remind you of what I wrote last week in last week’s newsletter about car
parking. I appreciate entirely that this is always a contentious issue and that there is not enough parking
around school. However, I do ask that you each endeavour to demonstrate safe and courteous habits to
your children. In particular, please can I ask that you do not pull up on the yellow lines to drop your child
(Showbie classes off, nor pull onto the pavement by the entrance to Queen’s Park. In the last few days, I have witnessed a
number of parents simply stopping in the road to let their child out of the car, resulting in some very near
will lock)
misses for the traffic around them. I was nearly run over by one parent who seemed insistent on driving
down West Street to drop their child right at the school gate. On the subject of West Street, please do not
park there at the end of the school day to collect your child – a number of parents have been turning
Thursday 25th
their cars in that narrow street and even in our school gates as pupils are leaving. Please be aware that
whilst you may feel that you are keeping your child safe, such behaviour endangers all of our pupils. At
March
the request from Beech House, please do not try to arrive on the car park prior to 3:30pm. We have delibVirtual Music Festival erately staggered the finish times of the various year groups across the whole of the Foundation so that
we can minimise the mixing of parents at this time, so your assistance with this matter really does help.
We will keep your child safe on the playground with us until you are able to arrive to collect him, so
Friday 26th March please do just take a little time to consider parking in a safe place around the School site.

Virtual Music Festival
Verse Speaking
Competition, 1pm

Contacting the School Office
Park Road, BOLTON, BL1 4RD
t: 01204 434735
e: parkroad@boltonschool.org.uk. www.boltonschool.org

Wednesday 31st
March

The School Office is open from 8.15 am — 4.15 pm during term time.

Music Festival
Winners' Concert 1.30pm

For all coach / transport enquiries: Logistics Co-Ordinator: Mr B. Gould (01204) 434711

Please note that any texts sent by the Office cannot be replied to. Please direct all enquiries to parkroad@boltonschool.org
and always include your son’s first and surname, as well as his form.

e: bdmgould@boltonschool.org.uk

PA Matters
Final Call for recipes:
We received even more wonderful recipes
after last week’s newsletter and are still
looking for just a few more to finalise our
first recipe book.
To enter, please complete the attached “Park Road PA Recipe Book
Entry” with the specific details required and then simply email back
with your name to parkroadpa@gmail.com. This is open to the boys,
parents, grandparents, even our teachers.

AGM and PA Virtual Meeting – The date for the AGM has now been
set for Monday 26th April – we will confirm this before the end of this
term. We will need a new Chair, Secretary and Treasurer - these are
mandatory roles that need to be filled, otherwise the PA cannot
continue. If you are interested or just want more information, please
email us at parkroadpa@gmail.com .

Bag2School— The collection date has been
rearranged for Thursday 22nd April (at 8am).
Please do have a good clear out over the Easter
break.
If you need more bags for your
donations, please contact the School Office.

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @juniorboyspa

Teenage Journey—Monday 22nd March
The next Senior PA run Teenage Journey will take place on Monday 22nd
March at 7.30pm via Zoom. Lily-Jo from The Lily Jo Project will be helping
parents to guide their sons through these tricky times, coping with lack of
social contact, disruption of the normal flow of School life and uncertain
futures in terms of university expectations and careers.
Please book via the Parents Evening System, the link is here:
https://boltonschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Kidzone Easter Holiday Club
The Kidzone Easter Holiday Club will be open to Bolton School pupils only
where they are vulnerable children under any circumstance, and
all other children, where the provision is reasonably necessary to
enable their parents and carers to work, search for work, undertake
education or training, or attend a medical appointment or address a medical
need, or attend a support group.
This is in accordance with the latest government Covid guidance. A flyer is
attached to this newsletter, please contact KidZone directly with any
enquiries or to book a place for your child.

Random Acts of Kindness
Well done to the Park Road boy, who was
spotted walking up Chorley New Road after
school on Friday, with his parent picking up litter
(spotted by Miss Hough, Rosa and Pumpkin!)
***************
Please do let us know if you would like to share
your son’s newsworthy random acts of kindness
with the school community.

Verse Speaking Competition
All boys will be taking part in our annual verse speaking competition. Most
classes have worked on this during lesson times and all boys should now
have a chosen poem from the archive provided. All classes will be given
separate
instructions
by
their
English
subject
teachers and they should be ready to perform this poem with the words.
The top two will be selected from each class in each year group and those
boys will then go into a grand final, which will take place on Friday
26th March. We very much look forward to seeing the performances from
all of the boys. AF

Park Road Calendar Photography Project
As we eagerly await the name of the winner of the
February calendar photo, (which will be revealed
later this week when Mrs. Aspinwall is in School),
please do continue to send in your March
photographs and upload them to Showbie.
This month’s photographs will be judged by Tim
Taylor, who is the Centre Manager at Patterdale
Hall. Tim is a keen photographer and regularly posts
wonderful photos of his beautiful Cumbrian
surroundings on Twitter. Good luck !

Perspectives Lecture—Weds 24th March
On Wednesday 24 March, the Girls’ Division will stage its next ‘Perspectives’
Lecture, at which a panel of speakers will talk about the privileges and
challenges
of
a
career
in
journalism
and
the
media.
The panel – including Old Girls Kathryn Austin (Class of 2019), a current
student of Multimedia Journalism; Stephanie Gabbatt (Class of 2013),
Journalist with the BBC’s World Service; Kathryn Knight (Class of 1989),
freelance features writer for publications including the Daily Mail, the Radio
Times and Grazia; and Kate McGeown (Class of 1994), a former BBC journalist
who now works in communications for the Department for International
Development, and Girls’ Division Parent Amanda Killelea, features writer for
the Daily Mirror – will draw upon their range of experience to reflect upon
why they would encourage young people to enter the profession, and what
the sector might look like when they do.
The Lecture is free to attend, and will take place from 7-8pm via Zoom.
To attend the lecture, which is open to all pupils in Year 10 and above,
parents, Alumni, all other members of the School and members of the local
community, please register at https://forms.gle/p9Cs73Ymd52RTLLa8 to
receive the Zoom link on the day.

Local Authority Senior School Places
Please may we remind parents that, if your son has been offered a senior
school place at a local school, which you do not intend to take up, you
should advise that LEA as soon as possible.
We are now beginning to receive invitations for some of our Year 6 boys to
attend Taster Days. If you have no plans to accept the place, it is important
that it should be released quickly into the system so that another child, who
was not fortunate enough to receive an offer in the first instance, may
benefit from it. Many thanks

This Week’s Documents
A copy of the newsletter, as well as the documents attached to it, is available
to download on Parent Portal:

Menu for next week, PA Plant Sale order form, Kidzone Easter Holiday
schedule, Park Road PA Recipe Book
The newsletter is also available on the school website at:
http://www.boltonschool.org/junior-boys/downloads/weeklynewsletter/current-newsletter/.

Y6 Virtual Visit to Parliament
Last Wednesday, Y6 was transported virtually to the UK
Houses of Parliament in London.

They learned about the origins of the Parliament building, the
transition of power from the monarchy to an elected
government, how MPs are elected and how laws are made.
The boys were able to look inside the Houses of Commons and
Lords and to discuss the composition and day to day workings
of each.
There was an opportunity to ask questions of the presenters,
both of whom work at Parliament every day, and who were
really impressed with the questions posed which showed great
insight and curiosity. KEW

Virtual Science Visit
Last Friday, Y6 had a very interesting virtual visit
from Dr Helen, a palaeontologist.
She talked about her work, as well as evolution
and showed the boys fossils from her collection.
CDH

Birthday Treats
Please note that due to ongoing current
Covid restrictions, we are still unable to
accept cakes, sweets and goodies to be
distributed amongst classes if it is your
son's birthday.
Please do not send anything into School for
the remainder of this term, at least. We are
awaiting further guidelines and will update
you accordingly. Thank you.

Y6 After School Football
If your Y6 son has signed up to
attend football after school on a
Tuesday, please note that this
activity will continue until the end
of this term - namely on Tuesday
23rd and Tuesday 30th March.
Collection is at 5pm and,
unfortunately, we cannot have any
spectators at this time.
FM

Virtual Music Festival 2021
Video submissions opened for the Music Festival on Monday. Boys have started uploading their pieces and have until
4pm on Wednesday 24th March to upload any outstanding performances. After this deadline, the Showbie classes will
lock. Good luck to all those who enter the competition. HJO

BDPA Plant Sale 2021
The Senior Boys’ PA has launched their annual plant sale, likely to be our only fundraiser for the year, and so your support would be greatly appreciated. We would like
to encourage the wider school community, any friends, neighbours and families, to
add some colour to their outside spaces by ordering hanging baskets and plants via
our very successful plant sale.

Ordering is really easy, emails or texted images of our form are accepted and, as you
would expect, we also offer online banking. Plants will be ready for collection on
Saturday 15th May. The order form is linked to this newsletter and is also available via the
school website (or Parent Portal). Please place an order with us and remember to mention this
to your friends too.
Don’t miss out as the absolute deadline for orders is the end of March. As last year, plants will be delivered to Bradshaw
so that socially distanced, timed collections can be arranged from Saturday 15th May (other collection points can be
arranged). Any questions please contact Amanda Valentine via bsbdpa@gmail.com Thank you for your support.

