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Spring Term 2021 - B WEEK

From Mrs. Faulkner

Wednesday 24th
March

Nationally, it has certainly been the week for looking back over all that the last twelve months have
brought us. From a School perspective, I would have to say that I have never failed to be impressed
by the endeavour, resilience and creativity our boys and staff have shown during that time. As each
change has been necessary, the ability and willingness of all to simply do their best has made me
very proud indeed and I thank you all for your constant support throughout.
Of course, we cannot yet say that this is all behind us and return to normal, but with careful

Video submissions consideration each step of the way, we are able to bring back more and more of our normal
deadline for Music activities, which do help the school to feel more like that which we are used to.
Festival, 4pm
(Showbie classes
will lock)
GD Perspectives
“Journalism” talk,
7.30pm
Thursday 25th
March

Virtual Music Festival
Friday 26th March

This process will continue throughout the Summer Term and I will keep you abreast of those
developments as they happen. This does not mean that everything will return exactly as it was,
some of our new systems have proven to be quite popular and may become new fixtures in our
school life. I will be issuing a survey for all parents on this matter early in the new term and would
appreciate your feedback.

I am sure that you will all be looking forward to the anticipated change to the national lockdown
restrictions, which we are expecting next week. Please can I ask that you do still maintain social
distancing around school and adhere to our instructions around drop off and pick up times, in
particular. I appreciate that it is very tempting to hang around and catch up with people you may not
have seen in some time, particularly now that we seem to be enjoying some lovely Spring weather,
however, I do ask you to consider the impact of this when multiplied by the many members of our
school community and perhaps find an alternative means of catching up.
In order to help parents and children with ideas of activities and events that are available within the
local community over the coming weeks, you may find the link to Raring2Go magazine useful :

Virtual Music Festival
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/bury/spring/
Verse Speaking
Competition, 1pm Please do also make sure any items which your son brings into school are clearly named, if they are
mislaid, they are always easier to identify and return to their rightful owner if named.

Monday 29th March Finally, please could I remind you that any time off for any medical and dental appointments should
Y5 Tudor Day

be requested at least 48 hours in advance by email to the School Office.

Wednesday 31st
March
House Day

Contacting the School Office
Music Festival
Winners' Concert 1.30pm

Park Road, BOLTON, BL1 4RD
t: 01204 434735
e: parkroad@boltonschool.org.uk. www.boltonschool.org
The School Office is open from 8.15 am — 4.15 pm during term time.

BREAK UP
FOR EASTER
HOLIDAYS, 4pm

Please note that any texts sent by the Office cannot be replied to. Please direct all enquiries to
parkroad@boltonschool.org and always include your son’s first and surname, as well as his form.
For all coach / transport enquiries: Logistics Co-Ordinator: Mr B. Gould (01204) 434711
e: bdmgould@boltonschool.org.uk

PA Matters
Final Call for recipes this week, please
email any further submissions
to parkroadpa@gmail.com, by completing
the attached “Park Road PA Recipe Book
Entry” with the specific. This is open to all
- boys, parents, grandparents, even our
teachers.

Park Road Calendar Photography Project
Last week, the second winning photograph, which will be included in
our 2022 Park Road calendar was announced. Thanks go to our
February judge, Mrs Aspinwall, for considering carefully all of the 150+
photos submitted and for producing an interesting and informative video
explaining her decision, for the boys to watch in form periods.

Once again, the quality of the submissions was very high, making
choosing a winner such a difficult decision but, in the end, Mrs A decided
AGM and PA Virtual Meeting – The date for the AGM has now been that 10 photographs should be ‘Highly Commended’ and she picked one
set for Monday 26th April – we will confirm this before the end of this ‘Overall Winner’.
term. We will need a new Chair, Secretary and Treasurer - these are
mandatory roles that need to be filled, otherwise the PA cannot Congratulations to everyone who took part but especially to our winner,
continue. If you are interested or just want more information, please Harlan Moore from 3A. Mrs A commented that the combination of light,
email us at parkroadpa@gmail.com .
reflection, colour and landscape created a wonderful composition.

Bag2School— The collection date has been
rearranged for Thursday 22nd April (at 8am).
Please do have a good clear out over the
Easter break.

Well done to all those who were Highly Commended - Om Chandar,
George Melling, Egan Moore, Aaron Naginni, Sam Clements, Harry
Farrington, Sohail Khan, Charlie Simpson, Oliver Boyd and Laith Isaji. KEW

If you need more bags for your donations,
please contact the School Office.

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @juniorboyspa

ECF Chess Finals
Well done to all the boys who took
part
in
the
English
Chess
Federation’s Online Under 11 Schools
Championships last weekend. It was
the boys’ first competitive chess fixture
since
before
the
first
lockdown and was a good experience
for them all. FM

Forgotten Kit
If you are planning to make a non-essential
journey to school to drop off your son’s forgotten
snack, water bottle, iPad, books, homework,
sports kit, musical equipment etc, please turn
around and return home. Your son will learn to
problem solve in your absence. We are currently
unable to accept any forgotten items.

NWGT Art Challenges
Over the past year, several of our most able Park Road artists have been
invited to attend the NWGT Art Challenges and many have done so,
thoroughly enjoying themselves, learning new skills and having the
opportunity to showcase their talent.
A number of parents have also enjoyed sitting alongside their children
during these workshops and, as a result, the NWGT charitable
organisation is offering a couple of adult only workshops on the Tuesday
and Friday evenings of Easter Week. A flyer for these is attached. This
course is open to all school staff and parents, grandparents etc.

Achievements
Congratulations to the following boys who all attended the recent NWGT
Coding the Classics Challenge workshop. It sounds like all boys really
enjoyed this session and made a lot of progress using Scratch : well done to
Matthew Fern, Harry Roberts, Ibrahim Altaf, Ewan McCairn, Ziyad Bagasi,
Rayyan Munshi and George Pickett. KEW

Kidzone Easter Holiday Club
The Kidzone Easter Holiday Club will be open to Bolton School pupils only
where they are vulnerable children under any circumstance, and
all other children, where the provision is reasonably necessary to
enable their parents and carers to work, search for work, undertake
education or training, or attend a medical appointment or address a medical
need, or attend a support group.
This is in accordance with the latest government Covid guidance. A flyer can
be found on Parent Portal, please contact KidZone directly with any
enquiries or to book a place for your child.

This Week’s Documents
A copy of the newsletter, as well as the documents attached to it, is available to
download on Parent Portal:

The Octagon Theatre workshops, BD PA Plant sale order form, flyer for
NWGT Art Challenge workshop, PA Recipe Book entry form, Clark’s online
booking form for shoe fitting, menu for next week
The newsletter is also available on the school website at:
http://www.boltonschool.org/junior-boys/downloads/weeklynewsletter/current-newsletter/.

Shakespeare Fortnight
All boys from Years 3 to 6 have started their ‘Shakespeare Fortnight’ by reading and sharing
Shakespeare’s comedy “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”. The boys have really enjoyed the play
so far and are taking part in many different reading, writing and performance activities.

As well as enjoying the plot, boys have been analysing characters and themes from the play.
It has led to mature conversations about love, responsibility, magic, comedy, tragedy and
parent/ child relationships to name but a few. All boys have also taken part in a workshop
which has been led by The Octagon Theatre. Details of workshops which the Theatre is
running out of school hours which are open to all boys from all year groups, can be found on
Parent Portal and linked to this newsletter. The pupils and staff at Park Road are very much
looking forward to seeing how the plot will unfold ! AF

Y6 Virtual Visit from Polar Explorer
Last week, as part of the on-going enrichment curriculum, Y6 boys had the privilege of listening to Polar
explorer, author, photographer and motivational speaker, Alex Hibbert, talk about his Arctic adventures,
not all of which ended with the success he had expected.
Alex took the boys on a photographic journey through some of the most challenging terrain in the World,
explaining how he and his team survived the conditions and adapted to changing circumstances and how
the decision to spend time learning how to use the local dogs turned out to be the right one.
The session concluded with an engaging Q&A with Alex over Zoom. KEW

Teenage Journey—
Stress Management, Wellbeing and Resilience
A further Teenage Journey presentation, organised by the Senior Boys’ PA, will
take place next term, on Tuesday 4th May at 7.30pm on Zoom. The facilitator
will be John Perry, a former Principal Teaching Fellow at a leading Russell
Group University, and a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy.
The subject for this talk will be stress management, wellbeing and resilience
and will be an interactive talk, which will demonstrate a range of practical tools
to manage pressure and stress, enhance resilience and stay on top of your
inner-game, including how to manage demands, control your response, choose
your attitude, recognise when you are heading for ‘survival mode’ and return
quickly to ‘competency mode’, identify and challenge thinking errors, as well as
how to distance yourself from self-criticism, practise ‘unconditional selfacceptance’, activate the relaxation response – and get a good night’s sleep
when you most need it!

Y6 After School Football
If your Y6 son has signed up to
attend football after school on a
Tuesday, please note that this
activity will continue until the end of
this term - the last session will take
place on Tuesday 30th March.
Collection is at 5pm and,
unfortunately, we cannot have any
spectators at this time.
FM

Please book via the Parents’ Evening System on the Parent Portal.

BDPA Plant Sale 2021
The Senior Boys’ PA has launched their annual plant sale, likely to be our only fundraiser for the year,
and so your support would be greatly appreciated. We would like to encourage the wider school
community, any friends, neighbours and families, to add some colour to their outside spaces by
ordering hanging baskets and plants via our very successful plant sale.

Ordering is really easy, emails or texted images of our form are accepted and, as you would expect,
we also offer online banking. Plants will be ready for collection on Saturday 15th May. The order
form is linked to this newsletter and is also available via the school website (or Parent Portal). Please
place an order with us and remember to mention this to your friends too. Don’t miss out as the absolute deadline for orders is the end of March.
As last year, plants will be delivered to Bradshaw so that socially distanced, timed collections can be
arranged from Saturday 15th May (other collection points can be arranged). Any questions please
contact Amanda Valentine via bsbdpa@gmail.com Thank you for your support.

Clark’s Shoe Fitting
Linked to this newsletter are details of how to book an online or
f a c e - t o - f a c e
appointment at your local branch
of Clark’s shoe shops for feet
measuring and shoe purchasing
over the coming few weeks when
retail stores reopen.
Customers will be limited as social
distancing will still be in force
hence
the
need
for
appointments to be made instead
of ad hoc visits to stores.

