Bolton School Boys’ Division Junior School

Weekly Newsletter
Wednesday 12th May

Summer Term 2021 - A WEEK

From Mrs. Faulkner
Wednesday 12th May
Cubs, 6.30-7.30pm
Thursday 13th May
Cubs, 6.30-7.30pm
Y3/4 LAMDA, 4-5pm
Friday 14th May
Y6 Water Polo,
4-5pm (by invitation)
Y3, Y4 & Y5 Hockey,
4-5pm,
Leverhulme Pavilion

Monday 17th May

Firstly, I would like to thank very much all of the parents of 3B and 6C who have supported us in keeping
those children at home, as a result of positive cases within those classes. That we have reached this point
in the pandemic without bursting any bubbles, is most fortunate and it is a great shame that we are seeing
a general rise in cases locally.
Please can I reiterate my message from Sunday evening, that it is important for us all to be additionally
cautious at this time. That this is at odds with the national message of opening up society and does make
this more difficult, however, your continued support through the wearing of masks when collecting your
child, minimising time spent on site and, of course, reducing mixing outside of school, is much appreciated
and is even more important as we continue to face a local rise in cases.
Please can I ask that you continue to be mindful of keeping your son away from school if he is at all unwell,
the symptoms of Covid in younger pupils are varied, so do please keep your son at home if you are unsure.
Please do not use lateral flow testing in this instance to see if your son is fit for school, if he is symptomatic,
please arrange for a PCR test to be undertaken.
If anyone in your household is awaiting either a PCR test or the results of one, it is important that all members of the household self-isolate until a negative result is returned, we have had a few cases of children
coming in to school even though a family member is waiting for a result – this must not happen.
The detail of when an illness began, or when a test was taken, as well as contacts between boys out of
School, is all very helpful for us to minimise, as far as possible, the impact of any positive tests, whilst ensuring those who should be self-isolating are doing so.
Of course, it is easy to forget that when we talk about positive cases, we are talking about one of our boys
who is unwell. We do, of course, wish them and their families all the best as they recover.
It is most likely that there will be a further communication from me on the matter of Covid before the end of
the day, so please do look out for that.

Y3 Adventure Day,
Anderton Centre—
PARENTS COLLECT
AT 4.45pm

More positively, I do hope that those boys who have been observing Ramadan enjoy the Eid celebrations
with family, even though those will be much more contained than usual, with only two households allowed
to gather out of doors and no indoor gatherings possible at all. Please do let Mrs Iddon know
(parkroad@boltonschool.org) if your son will not be in school during the festivities. Unfortunately, we are
unable to distribute any celebratory items for Eid, nor for birthdays, due to the ongoing restrictions, so
please do not send any cakes, sweets etc into school for the timebeing.

Y4 After School Kwik
Cricket, 4-5pm

Please could I also ask you to ensure that your son refrains from walking alone or from using the alleyway
behind the Beech House car park and that you remain vigilant around the entrance to Queen’s Park, if you
drop off or collect your son from there.
Finally, congratulations to Yash Raja (6A), who recently passed his Trinity Grade 3 Piano exam with

Y5 After School Chess, Distinction. Please do let us know of any achievements and good news stories from activities your son
4-5pm
make take part in out of school.
Tuesday 18th May

Y5 SUP, Anderton
Centre, 4-5.30pm
Y4 After School Chess,
-5pm
Y6 Scouts 4.30—6pm

Contacting the School Office
Park Road, BOLTON, BL1 4RD. t: (01204) 434735
e: parkroad@boltonschool.org.uk. www.boltonschool.org
The School Office is open from 8.15 am — 4.15 pm during term time. Please note that any texts sent
by the Office cannot be replied to. Please direct all enquiries to parkroad@boltonschool.org and always
include your son’s first and surname, as well as his form. If your son is going to be absent from School,
whether he be off sick or attending dental, medical or any other appointment, please email
parkroad@boltonschool.org so that the registers may be marked accordingly. Please use this email
address for all day-to-day enquiries relating to school matters to ensure that your enquiry may be dealt
with in a timely manner.
For all coach / transport enquiries:
Logistics Co-Ordinator: Mr B. Gould t: (01204) 434711
e: bdmgould@boltonschool.org.uk

PA Matters

Y4 History Trip to Tatton Park

More information regarding the forthcoming Park Road Recipe On Wednesday and Thursday of last week, the Year 4 boys enjoyed a
Book will follow next week.
thrilling day out at Tatton Park for their History trip. We were excited
Shopping online can generate lots of funds for the school PA by to be out and about, exploring the wider curriculum again and, from
simply using the easyfundraising app on your phone and linking the moment we arrived, boys had to prove their worth at various
your account to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ tasks to avoid being sold as galley slaves to the Vikings at the local
market! The boys experienced the way of life of both the Saxons and
boltonjbpa.
Vikings, they were tasked with weaving their own rope, stalking the
This includes the majority of online merchants (e.g. Amazon, M&S, deer, plus flailing and grinding the wheat. This was then followed by
John Lewis, eBay, and ranging from Domino’s Pizza to household Viking Warrior training, where they perfected their shield formations,
insurance) . Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @juniorboyspa
and battle cries. A memorable day was had by all, and the boys did
Park Road proud with their behaviour and enthusiasm. I am pleased to
report that all were able to return home and avoid a fearful future
Young Fiction Award
captive on a Viking Longship. GF
Senior school will continue to run the Young Fiction Award this year, where
six current children’s authors will face a vote. In Year 5, our boys are currently reading Malamander by Thomas Taylor and Year 6 boys are reading
The Lost Magician by Piers Torday. If you are looking for challenging and
enjoyable books for boys further up the school, the other books nominated are:
Wildspark by Vashti Hardy: “A mind-bending adventure from the author of
Brightstorm! A year after the death of her older brother, Prue Haywood's
family is still shattered by grief. But everything changes when a stranger
arrives at the farm. A new, incredible technology has been discovered in
the city of Medlock, where a secretive guild of inventors have developed a
way to capture spirits of the dead in animal-like machines, bringing them
back to life. Prue knows that the "Ghost Guild" might hold the key to bringing her brother back, so she seizes the stranger's offer to join as an apprentice. But to find her brother, she needs to find a way to get the ghost machines to remember the people they used to be. Yet if Prue succeeds, all of
society could come apart...”

Y5 Stand Up Paddleboarding
Thankfully, the rain stayed away whilst the Year 5 boys enjoyed another Stand
Up Paddleboarding session at the Anderton Centre last night—this time on the
small boards. The boys are all enjoying this activity and are improving week on
week. KEW

Clownfish by Alan Durant: “Dak's dad has been dead for seven days when
suddenly he reappears. He's the same in almost every way, with one startling exception: Dad has turned into a clownfish, and now lives in a tank at
their local aquarium. Dak is delighted by the news, he has Dad back, even if
he isn't quite as he was before. ...”

The Fox Girl and The White Gazelle: by Victoria Williamson. “Reema and
her family have fled Syria and come to live in Glasgow. Reema’s father is
suffering from ill health and the family have lost touch with Reema’s older
brother Jamal, who Reema adores. In another nearby flat, Caylin lives with
her mum, who is finding it hard to cope. Without any money coming in,
Caylin struggles to feed and clothe herself, wearing smelly clothes to
school and threatening other kids for their lunch money so she can buy
food. Told in dual narrative, the story follows Reema and Caylin as they
negotiate a shaky friendship. Both characters are suffering in different
ways, but Williamson focuses on the ways that they help each other: Caylin
protects Reema from the school bullies she herself is also victim too, and
Reema builds Caylin’s confidence. Finding things in common – running, and
the care of a stray fox and its cubs – gives the friends a sense of purpose
and a way to bond that sets an example for their families.”

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” Project
Thank you to everyone who completed their “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” project during the
Easter break. There were many beautiful and
creative examples of the ‘microcosm’ in a box/
jar. I was blown away by the character sonnets
also created by the boys. We have created a
small display outside the ICT room where the
work is on show. The boys really enjoyed studying
the
play.
Please
do
remember that the Octagon Theatre is running
workshops for children outside of school and
they are keen to get as many of our boys involved as possible. Details are on their website. AF

The Skylarks’ War by Hilary McKay is a beautiful story following the loves
and losses of a family growing up against the harsh backdrop of World War
One, from the award-winning Hilary McKay. Clarry and her older brother
Peter live for their summers in Cornwall, staying with their grandparents
and running free with their charismatic cousin, Rupert. But normal life
resumes each September – boarding school for Peter and Rupert, and a
boring life for Clarry at home with her absent father, as the shadow of a
terrible war looms ever closer.”

School Uniform Shop—Opening Hours
This Week’s Documents
A copy of the newsletter, as well as the documents attached to it, is
available to download on Parent Portal:
The newsletter is also available on the school website at:
http://www.boltonschool.org/junior-boys/downloads/weeklynewsletter/current-newsletter/.

Please find below the revised opening hours for the School
Uniform shop for the next few months :
Date range

Days & hours

W/C- 31/5- W/E 25th July

M-F 12:30- 16:30

W/C 10/8- W/E 12/9

M-F 12:30- 16:30
Sat 09:00- 12:00

NWGT Animation Workshop
Many boys have been attending the Saturday workshops run by
NWGT but this week, it was the turn of some Park Road staff
members to run a workshop for children from other North West
schools. Thank you to Miss Karn, Mr Winstanley and Mrs
Whittaker for coming into school on Saturday to run an Animation
Workshop using Stop Motion and Apple Clips, apps that boys at
Park Road learn all about throughout Years 3-6. KEW

Patterdale Hall Consent Forms
For parents of all boys in Years 4, 5 and 6: this is
a reminder to complete the consent form on
Parent Portal (under Electronic Forms), in
advance of your son’s forthcoming visit later this
term. Please complete the forms pertaining to
medication he may require, as applicable.

Park Road Calendar Photography Project
I’m delighted to announce that
Barry has agreed to judge our May
photographs. He told me that he
“would consider it an honour to do
it” and was really looking forward to
coming into school to do the
judging. He admitted to being a
keen photographer himself but said
his compositions were “often a bit
quirky!”
Let’s really give him a difficult job by
submitting our best, seasonal
photographs for him to look
through.
KEW

Please complete before Friday 21st May latest.

Patterdale Hall Updates & Opportunities

Webinar with Dame Floella Benjamin

In line with government restrictions, Patterdale Hall is looking
forward to being fully operational once again from 17th May. This
Summer, there is something for everyone. Please keep an eye on
the Hall’s website as they launch new opportunities.

The boys enjoyed a wonderful webinar with Dame Floella Benjamin
yesterday, discussing the four Cs—the important values of
consideration, contentment, confidence and courage. Many boys
purchased her book “Coming to England” and are looking forward
to reading Floella’s story.

Family Residential Activity Week: 9th - 13th August. Come and
experience a residential at Patterdale Hall as a family, take part in
as many (or as few) activities as you wish and enjoy the
superb hospitality on offer. Prices start from £295 per person,
with discounts for larger bookings. Information and booking is
here.
Multi Activity Adventure Week for young people: 30th August to 3rd
September. (£500pp) Back by popular demand, we have two age
groups on offer, one for 8-11 and also 12-15. During this action
packed week, the students will take part in fun,
adventurous and developmental activities. We take full pastoral
responsibility for the children whilst they are with us. More
information is here.
Bolton School Alumni Creative Writing Retreat: 20th-23rd August.
(£500pp) This long weekend retreat is aimed at adults only.
Overseen by Jane Kingsford, our Director of Creative Writing, with
guest tutoring from Dr. Peter Sansom. More information is here.
Holiday Activities: If you are holidaying in the Lake District over
the half term or Summer holidays, you may like to book onto a
private or public activity session with us. For a breakdown of
what’s on, please check our website www.patterdalehall.org.uk or
click here to be directed our booking agent (this will be
added to over the next weeks).

Stargazing at Jodrell Bank
Calling all budding astronomers, take a look at the link below for a
forthcoming event at Jodrell Bank :
https://www.jodrellbank.net/events/family-stargazing-online/

Music Lessons—September 2021

For boys in Years 3,4 and 5 - if you wish your son to start individual
music lessons from September, please apply in writing to Mr I K
Forgrieve, Head of Instrumental Studies, Bolton School Boys’
Division – IKF@boltonschool.org. If you wish to cease individual
music lessons, you must write to your son’s instrumental teachers
Hostel Accommodation: For certain weeks of the Summer, we are and comply with the terms of the notice stipulated in your contract
letting rooms in the Hall. Perfect for a family break away. Food will with the teacher.
be available as an extra on top. Booking is through AirBnB.
Guests may book activities as per the above. TT

Use of West Street
Further to complaints from our neighbours on West Street, please
could we ask, once again, that you refrain from turning around in
the drives on this road or from parking there at any time.
Unfortunately, we are still having to work hard to rebuild
relationships with the residents after a parent drove off without
recognising that they had hit the garage door of one of the houses.
Thank you for your co-operation with this matter.

For boys in Year 6 — if you wish to start individual music lessons in
the Senior School, it is important to complete and return the
appropriate section of the Senior School Joining Information pack,
and return the forms to the Senior School. It will be assumed that
anybody currently learning in Year 6 will automatically continue
lessons in Year 7 unless you withdraw from lessons, by writing
directly to your son’s teacher, to comply with the terms of the
notice stipulated in your contract with the teachers.

