Margaret Dora Higginson

1918 - 2009
Part Three

And Crispin Crispian shall ne’er go by
From this day to the ending of the world,
But we in it shall be remembered;

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;




A memoir of the woman we knew as Margaret Dora Higginson, aka Hig, the Hig, Higgy, MDH
and eventually, simply Margaret to those of us who were blessed with her lifelong friend-
ship. We hope to publish the “Margaret Memoir” in quarterly instalments beginning in Oc-
tober 2010 through to June 2011. These pages have been put together by a small team of
Old Girls, mostly drawn from her personal papers, some unpublished. There are letters,
poems, public speeches, essays and journalism to dip into, all flavoured with her charac-
teristic humour and generosity. And also reminiscences and tributes from those who ap-
preciated her as a person, as much as a teacher who made us the women we are today.

Elaine Lever (nee Kelsey)
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More of Ceridwen

Margaret’s life-long friend and subsequently the widow of her late cousin, Basil Higgin-
son, provides further light relief and shrewd comment on yet more aspects of Margaret’s life.

Numerous former members of staff and Old Girls will immediately iden-
tify with references to sherry parties and home-made sweets for Christmas - rec-
ollections of gatherings at Albert Road West following carol singing activities will,
no doubt, call to mind Turkish delight, fudge and jellies in their petits fours cases.

Exhortations to walk everywhere, in town or country, were regularly made (from one,
to whom a fondly amusing tribute was made at the memorial service as having had the
‘smallest-ever carbon footprint’...) verbally from the platform or in personal conversa-
tion. Winter Hill, the Pennine Way and others each received accolades. Indeed, it was
as a result of girls walking the Pennine Way that Hannah Hauxwell, the reluctant me-
dia ‘heroine’ of a solitary life in the Dales, came to count Margaret Higginson as her friend.

According to Ceridwen, Margaret’s enthusiasms even took in the railway. However, her abid-
ing loyalty was, of course, to Bolton itself. About this particular passion, she was evidently the
subject of a good deal of teasing. Ceridwen’s relentless, kindly way of poking fun and her friend’s
willingness to be subjected to it adds yet another dimension to Margaret’s life and personal
relationships with those close to her.

The line-drawings, in their own context, offer in perhaps a rather an unexpected way, yet more
insight into what we alreadv know of Margaret. her personalitv and her activities and en-
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It is entirely typical of Margaret that when describing her move from St. Paul’s Girls’
School to Bolton School she exclaimed: “ Bottom, thou art translated”. She felt the
ass’s head to be appropriate for someone who had never been in a position in au-
thority, never created a timetable, never, as she put it “been the boss of anything”.

The move from St. Paul’s came about because of her very active social conscience. She was very
happy at St. Paul’s but felt that she “couldn’t live in Paradise for ever” and she also felt drawn
back to her northern roots. She saw an advertisement in the Times Educational Supplement for
a headmistress in Bolton and so she applied. Her colleagues at St. Paul’s thought she had taken
leave of her senses but they were indulgent towards her and her strange whim to go and teach
amongst the poor barbarians and anyway they had always thought her “rather odd”. They weren’t
sure of the geographical position of Bolton and thought it was somewhere in the Black Country.

So she purchased a black velvet hat for 6/11d (old pence!!) donned a black suit and set off for
Bolton School which would have an asphalt playground and bars at the windows.

When she arrived she couldn’t believe her eyes. The green lawns, the buildings “like a Cam-
bridge college” the marvellous library all made an enormous impression on her. She felt
convinced she would be sent packing after the first day of interviews, and was very sur-
prised when asked to stay for a second day. On the morning of the second day she walked
the whole length of Chorley Old Road in the rain then caught a bus to Rivington Pike.
When Lord Leverhulme asked her how she had spent the morning she told the commit-
tee where she had been and this was clearly an impressive answer — she got the job.



When reminiscing about those far-off days Margaret made it very clear that she had been some-
what overwhelmed at the enormity of the task before her. This had nothing to do with barbarians
and uncouth Northerners, but more with the fact that she had never had what today we would call
managerial experience, had never been a Head of Department and had certainly no experience of
running a school. She felt as though she had an enormous boulder on her back and was especially
aware of her inexperience when sitting in her room with the photographs of past headmistresses,
eachitseemed, with cameo brooch and spectacles, breathing down her neck. Soon after she had tak-
en up office a girl’s mother came to see her, took one look at Margaret and said: “Ee, you are young.”

But the feeling she had experienced when on her Rivington Pike trip, namely, that she some-
how belonged here, became firmly fixed, and she adapted very quickly to her new life.
On one of her early visits to the school she spent the day with Miss Dorothy Varley, her pre-
decessor, and remembered how after Prayers Miss Varley would take out a yellow dust-
er and dust the furniture in her room. Margaret was very impressed by this calm and
peaceful start to the day — a far cry from today’s multitudinous demands made on Heads!

Margaret reported that “the staff were
delightfully kind” but that she did
nevertheless feel “rather isolated”.
She said that she did feel a bit lonely
sometimes and longed for the camarade-
rie of St. Paul’s staffroom. However she did
make friends and of course had much sup-
port from Basil and Ceridwen Higginson
and their family in Manchester. (On one
well-remembered occasion they formed the
nucleus of the Head’s party at a Parents’
Association Ball and Basil distinguished him-
self by executing a very slick Hokey-Cokey.)

Anewerahadbegun,anditwouldperhapsnot
be an exaggeration to say that with Margaret
new ways of leading a school had started to |
be felt. It was not yet time for the Swinging
Sixties, but moves towards a more ‘mod-
ern’ way of doing things were being made.

Margaret followed her predecessors in
maintaining a quiet and reflective start
to the school day and for many Old Girls
this is an abiding memory. More disturb-
ing, however, was the morning soon af-
ter her first day as Head, when the whole
school was sent back to form rooms
after Prayers. What had happened?

What dreadful event wasto be disclosed tous? Infact, the dread news was that we all, from seasoned
Sixth Former to nervous First Former had to write out the Ten Commandments —immediately. Con-
sternationallroundandwhispersof “WherecanyoufinditintheBible?” rippledroundtheformroom.

( This, however, could not be compared to the time when a few years earlier a summons had
gone out from Miss Varley for all those whose names were written on the cardboard inserts
of the table mats in the dining room. It should be explained that in the 50s the Boys’ Divi-
sion inexplicably did not possess its own dining room and so every lunchtime a stream of boys
would come into the Girls’ Division after the girls’ lunch was over. It was common practice
for the most forward of both sexes to slip notes into those table mats whose rexine (remem-
ber that?!) covers were becoming detached from the cardboard inside, or failing that, to write
names on the cardboard. The thrill of horror when this discovery was made by someone in au-
thority can still be felt in retrospect (vicariously, of (course..) The boys concerned were sent to
Mr Poskitt, that august figure who dominated the scene in the building across the courtyard.)

Margaret was tremendously conscious of the debt owed to the first Lord
Leverhulme, who, with great far-sightedness had decreed that the two divi-
sions of Bolton School should be treated absolutely equally. She was very
much aware that Mr Poskitt had been at the school for many years and
was an established figure in the town but she was also aware that here
was a chance to prove that girls were worthy of the faith placed in them.

Many of her friends in Bolton were parents of pupils, and a Parents’ Asso-
ciation was formed, which was of enormous benefit to the school. One of
the projects carried out under the auspices of the Parent’s Association but
almost certainly Margaret’s brain child, was the distribution of a shilling (pre-
decimal coinage again) to every girl in the school with the admonition to go away and make it
grow. This was all in aid of the New Wing Fund and again typical of Margaret’s desire to encour-
age girls to take the initiative and a ‘can do’ approach to problems. She also wanted them not to
expect good things just to drop into their laps. Another lasting legacy was the School Song, the text
of which is based on Psalm 127 which was set to music by Thomas B. Pitfield. Margaret loved it.
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So life proceeded at a regular pace in the early 60s
against a background of mini skirts (3 inches above
the ground when kneeling) the Beatles’ music and a
seismic shiftin social attitudes. Margaret continued to
lead a successful and happy school but inevitably, her
conscience began to prick, as it had done in the previ-
ous decade. Not content with instigating the Old Girls’
Turkey Feast, encouraging girls to visit the elderly, ac-
tively supporting an African leper colony, opening up
the school gym. for a visiting primary school and dis-
tributing collecting tins whenever there was a global ¢
disaster she felt the time had come to test herself in a
less advantaged setting than Bolton School. So after
11 years at the helm she asked the governors if she
could have a term’s sabbatical leave which they grant-
ed, expecting her to repair to a sunlit Oxford college
to engage in academic research. Margaret had, how-
ever, other ideas. She applied to teach for a term in
London and was appointed to the Robert Montefiore
Secondary School in Stepney, whose Head was Rhodes
Boyson, later the Right Honourable Rhodes Boyson,
Parliamentary Under Secretary in the Department
of Education and Science under Margaret Thatcher..

On the first evening Rhodes Boyson said to Margaret
ominously:“I’m putting you in charge of 3D. It’s time
those boys met a strong woman.” The next morn-
ing 30 stroppy 14 year old boys strode over double
desks to take their seats. They refused to take off
their leather jackets and the girls sat applying make-
up. This was not quite the atmosphere Margaret was
used to in the classroom. However she started as she
meant to go on and assumed that they were all in-
nocent and lovely children who wished to learn. By
Break she had learnt the error of her ways. She was
detailed to teach them History and Geography so used
a map of the London Underground to start them off.
She described the Robert Montefiore as being a wild
school where discipline was non-existent and where
the cane was used on girls as well as boys. It was very
difficult to keep order as there was no established tra-
dition of good behaviour. A teacher could threaten
detention but this was usually pointless as the offend-
ers simply didn’t show up, but went home instead.

Such were the problemsin the school that Rhodes Boyson had to make a new timetable each Sunday
forthefollowingweek, since heneverhadthesamestafffortwoconsecutiveweeks. Histeachersoften
camefrom Australiaand Canada and were takingin Londonontheirwayroundtheworld. Therewere
plenty of jobs available but no consistency and all this of course made teaching there very difficult.

Although Margaret was often driven to desperation she nevertheless enjoyed it and felt it was
an education for her. She realised what teachers have to cope with when their pupils have no
interest at all in learning. For Margaret one of the hardest things to take in was that her pu-
pils had very little interest in reading. Even “The Monkey’s Paw” failed to rouse any excitement
and one can imagine her racking her brains to find something they would read with pleas-
ure but which would also stretch then a little. She did have some pupils however who want-
ed to learn but they seemed to become submerged in the general apathy - apart from one
little boy who sat with pencil poised and whose eyes seemed to be saying: “ | want to learn.”

She took them out of school — to Cambridge and to parts of London where they had never pre-
viously ventured. On the way back to Stepney she was horrified when some of the more dar-
ing ones walked between the carriages on the tube, then, as now, a highly dangerous activity.
Her pupils loved the Cambridge trip and wrote very appreciatively about it afterwards. She had
clearly opened their eyes, and their letters when she left are testimony to this. They begged
her to stay: “We’ve had four teachers. Why does nobody ever stay with us?” She must have
found this heart-rending. Her replacement at the Montefiore School was a young man from
New York, but shortly after his arrival the news from Stepney was that they had “seen him off”.
OnherreturntoBoltonwith herbatteriesre-chargedshedecided shewouldliketobe abletoenterthe
staff-roomatwill,andnotjustoninvitationfromhercolleagues.(Thiswillbeaneye-openertomanyread-
ers!) AvotewastakenandthankfullyitwasagreedthatMDHshouldbefreetocomeandgoliketherest!

Shortly after her return to Bolton after the time in Stepney a new order was being established across
the courtyard. David Baggley was the new Head, and as Margaret put it, he was an “altogether differ-
entcup oftea” fromthe previous one. The Dance Cluband ajoint SCM (Student Christian Movement)
were already in existence but these were probably the only shared activities under the old regime.
NowtherewerejointSixth Form General Studieslessons, joint Alevel RElessonsandingeneralamuch
more liberal approach to the two divisions doing things together. This led, intime, to ajoint venture
which was to have very many repercussions and was to be the source of many new experiences and
much enjoyment. An account of St. Mark’s Cautley, must however wait until the next instalment. EP

Margaret Higginson the journalist. EL

“That woman has been writing to the paper again. South Africa and oranges.” So Jenny Jack-
son’s father observed before she even entered the school;, MDH wrote frequently to, and
for a number of local and national papers. She also read them assiduously, and knew very
well the power of ephemera; dating and tracing the original publication is sometimes ap-
proximate. She was impressed to learn that Miss Meade, believing that one should be aware
of the full spectrum of opinion, subscribed to both the Times and the Daily Worker. (I sus-
pect that like most of us, Margaret initially wondered how any headmistress found the time
to read either, then realised how far styles of management had changed with the times.)
By 1963, she had been in the saddle, as she put it, at BSGD for almost ten years. She had
been allowed to access newspapers since she learned to read, and been a regular con-
tributor to local and national papers since she qualified as a teacher. But now there were
many major issues developing for education in general, and girls’ education in particu-
lar. She felt that sharing her experience might influence future developments and argued
her case with all the power at her command. The following pieces date from the 1960s.



“Grammar School Streaming:The Case Against.” TES 10.5.63 shows her grasp of her own “fa-
vourable situation”, as head of a girls’ direct grant school for which entrance was by ex-
amination and fiercely competitive. The three parallel entry forms, (which used to be 1,
A and Alpha), were put into random assortment and called by their form-tutor’s initials.
Thereafter, given the general high level of ability, it was not necessary to en-
courage competition. No form-positions, few internal examinations, no ear-
ly specialisation (later known as hot-housing), and no streaming of pupils (or staff.)

(At the same date, my timetable as an ex-Oxbridge rookie teacher in a mixed so-
called grammar-school consisted entirely of the C-stream and one Sixth Form group
who only came my way because nobody else wanted the bother of teaching Swift and
Scott. Twenty years later it was stil common to find that what little academic materi-
al there was in comprehensive schools was entirely taught by the head of department.)
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Apartfromsomenecessary settingfor maths, Frenchand science, and groupingaccordingto choice of
optionsattheendofYearThree,therewasnosuchthingasthedreaded “C-streammentality” atBSGD.

Margaret’s insistence on recommending the unstreamed school was based on its “social and psy-
chological” benefits, which she saw as the only firm basis for a sense of success, whether tradi-
tionally academic, or in other areas. She was concerned with fostering the happiness that comes
from “a sense of belonging” and a feeling of achievement in whatever course the pupil has chosen.

She knew in the words of the school prayer, that not everyone’s lot was “cast in so
goodly a heritage” and the article closes by admitting that “it would be impossible to
give class-teaching in academic subjects to a group with 1Qs ranging from 80 to 140.

(Like all of us in this happy era, Margaret could only guess at the size and variation of abil-
ity that was to become the norm for “comprehensive” secondary schools, but her last sen-
tence referring to “the Q stream of a 17-stream comprehensive” was more prophetic than
she may have realised in 1963. Jokes about “follow the red light for Greek”
sound rather hollow now; you’re lucky to find a school that offers any Classics.)

Grammar School Streaming: the case against.

“The Glamour School” mentions the Crowther Report of 1959; Margaret herself dated
it as from the ‘60s. It confirms her core belief in the special value of true femininity, and
how to foster it by suitable role-models in the school staff. She contrasts this with “out-
rageous femininity”, a phrase coined by the Quaker Headmaster Kenneth Barnes to de-
fine the “pseudo-adult stereotypes of advertising and television” that enabled “big busi-
ness” to exploit the vulnerability of the young. (It would later be called “pester-power.”)

(Margaretworriedaboutteenagegirlsdevelopingafalseperspectiveonfemininity; thisweek,Channel4
isshowingadocumentaryentitled“StopPimpingourKids,” whichaimstodiscredittheHighStreetchains
which currently help tosexualiseyoungergirlsbysuch promotionsasadesigner-range of paddedbras
marketedforsix-yearolds.Shewouldhaveapplaudedthemfortryingtostemthetide ofexploitation!)

Academic success was only a part of what she wanted for all of her students who were capa-
ble of it; she saw the girls’ school as a “humane and progressive institution”, where “the po-
tential conflict between marriage and a career can be resolved without sacrificing mind or
heart.” The best way to demonstrate this was the recruitment of married teachers. (Margaret
of course could remember that well into her lifetime, women teachers in state schools had to
give up their job when they married.) She ends by reminding us of the real meaning of her ti-
tle : “The Grammar School is properly speaking, the Glamour School- the place of Gramary, of
magic based on the mastery of words.” That is to say, the two words are cognate: identical twins.
Two enthusiasticresponses from married womenteachersare selected fromthe manythatfollowed.
However neither was under any illusion about the difficulties of balancing a career with family life,
and the “unwillingness orinability of schools to adapt themselves to the married teacher’s needs”. EL



_ ; : IE mawe for the return of womrd  rools But girie' schesls are
THE GLAMOUR SCHOOL | sreustes to e schcsis tas been  slibezinty taloabio to a hifsas s
; : i e . st vunds of duty ftﬂl‘ !
40 matiosl meed, Dut thecs b “:ﬁ;’ﬁﬁm{ﬂ“ e e
. FPEAr another srgament Iesd  afton nesd  geepn 3 . :
by Margaret Higginson  which may be guite as oW L=t e nm."‘Hﬂ. m‘m “5'3-‘1'.'5
invitation 25 sajoy ondesdl The picls' Narnmes Bam “'_“ﬂ iy ™ autrige
grammar yehools have auffesml mis ""!"’"l—"m e Hon of all
ropresontilisn far loo long, 3t bs time H,?,?'r R
thad someans gadd, whay I balbeve 1a  Chrough e g B0 serielilly
be true, %3 [he glels' echooly are  MEras LML ﬁl
ampng by mowt Numano asd pro- All ““W_m i st
Eresslve nstituticos in Dritadn tml:ﬂ. amd aff s o by
Frew from the rich but someti i Edrmhﬂ L
El-rl-’!r-ll-ll:: traditions of the BRcien Juat ! :
v gchocls, m-.rm;uvlun nqﬂ.lpmq. can b owel Wsoful, -
werld, Amanp the isnavatlans thay q&w: ﬁ‘mnﬁn
have devblapsd, I = origlnated, oo o | the remely | nk
ot I Peseen iy L e e
1 3 1 ’ 5
st 0, S0 Cpibaiel By e S N Soianible e
de & AT Semandy an wemen. They Bave been
practlon] srtd. regular meesid Ith 1 .
BREHEL | ARt aE :n Jhe %;l :IW :?éﬂ&md despised frivolizy ;

ULy threugh many forme of yobuns %ﬂ“m

inge; or

LATY BECVROE. ¥ hive (AT G
Girumely 1he evili of righd straam.n, bl =
CXPOEIE COLTERE, 'iq i ya-

tion, Krivisen 1)
e e R
Y ‘ﬂ:mnn, hm. Hes

Ehalr yuuog ‘l]'.il i i = ad
ars married ar espared ﬁ'h is odey scluslly sl ‘m#

iy EEUCEs Ehal Ehe @iFls 1 ., leoidel mmpsience.  FaF hedng

m}!‘ I;n llﬂr:'.q:t ||j'q,_e|l|- "ﬁl M-ﬂ]y Tﬂ pitlalila, they arm fhe mnvishin
E:“lLHH: lu"lrlﬂ Ihat & geesl deal of 0F pemerallons ! -

1 o nr THENLE Eofd O in T erdscation af a will alw
Eht Elris’ schonls today but mlis b ba & Ebre gabife snd HH::I! pm‘::

a1 1hey &ea for Chommlves Lhe thew that af & bay. Ska moil be
petentinl eexfllct Betwaen marrlage  a=m emphiblan, kodd teo outure in
and a fateer asd also bow it can balanfe yel he ong parson, Hel
resalved whksul seccificing either  from  the imessorial banlen  of
mind or heart. UltdmmCaly the echenls  havies ts pretend es Be & | ke

will aplve 'llh;fg‘ Tli.]:;uhk‘m. I'.m'":
T EEnErat : awing up |
ret ihe doubie rile and Im:ﬁu :

T sbily have @ |
D
this -dlj}ﬂhlmdll&emunmn' .

Thi LTt hool R propesly
e hile Bhere tn o Ing. the Glamour §

o honeat pereom would dey that n- the: masiees o wonde: T
fm‘ Sthools today Face hi | Phraug u'n':l'“ ing feai _the
:F-u.._ Eama ;hnﬁ_n‘hm 'ﬁEn-l.- . t‘rmh';i‘."hnu‘ hfhtb m

leiwure, the danger of okl uﬁ he process i Dot 8 berden bat

firaam ﬂﬁf !IH#'#MI H;T‘.I_l?ll- 7 e “‘,.'

claver i

“The Glamour School.”
Letter from Jill Edwards.
Letter from unknown correspondent.

Margaret was well aware that there were changes in the wind that would not neces-
sarily improve the position of women teachers in mixed schools. Old attitudes die hard
and long, and unlike Charles Il they don’t usually apologise for doing so. Her article
“The Anti-Feminist Schools” 26.2.66 (TES?) was written before “feminist” had acquired its aggres-
sive colour. She foresaw the creation of comprehensive co-educational schools by merging boys’
and girls’ schools as disadvantaging women teachers in the competition for promoted posts.

She develops all the points made in her TES article of 1963; minimal streaming, avoid-
ance of early specialisation, stress on general and aesthetic subjects, and the shar-
ing of the most rewarding classes among all the staff capable of taking them.

Her closing paragraph once more quotes the enlightened headmaster Kenneth Barnes, who
described women heads of his acquaintance as “unusually generous, objective and well-in-
formed people under whom no one but a small-minded man would fail to serve happily.” EL

letters to the editor
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The anti-feminist schools

THE hesdmastor of a lorge

mixed prommar  schoel
recently honoured me with an
invitetlen 1o present the prizes.
In mil Its long history I was

apparenily the only woman
ever 1o have filled thiz rile,
It wae gattering but it was also
digmaying. 1 [elf mysif o
gingulor phanomensn, like the
Great Auk. And [ began i
i b L
n X 5C equoally viny
betwesh boys and pirls mnd
i Tt ST Tt
WETE af
shoudd ;etnﬁa rggarded is
exicpusdnasy 1o think af
listening 10 2 womag,

ne might accepl this as one
ef the facly of life and beave
it at that, a5 most women do
(lor they fear maklng themo-
-pelves  utpopakic - more than
they coved power), werd 11 0ot
th-li’ thly alencel aniwersal
gititude  wvitally affecls  lhe
futire of education and there-
Tore of socioty itsclf, Much i3
heaed of this moment aboul
lamg for merging dcheals to
Elut digtncifons of abllliy;
moch lops discusied f5 ibe
pacallel movemenlt [0 cWErEe
the sexes In mixed s i
Therg I a2 gencral ssumplion
that this ﬁ SaTe oW r'"n-
greasdve " amd yat it could lea
o an oddly reactionary, almost
Vietnrlam stobn of masroline
domlmonze, There ill'l'.& slr‘:.';u!.
EFEUMEntis in favour of sinpic-
wex mohools ; but one might
foel much happier kboul the
riging tid= of coedweaiion OF 1L
gsamed likely 10 Bo peal o
education—that 1z to  smy.
education where thers [E AR
eipaal bakanee ot oaly LMAOGE
the puplls bat among the siaff
and ahove sl In the welghiing
of authority and leadérship.

What lg .rl'.'ﬂ]l'l‘ happening, or
aboadt Lo happen, o aur schools
ls @ much grealer coseenira-
tlom of power im a few hands.
Headsblps will becomn
much fewer ADd kN mepet
schools they will be rostricied
Im twa ways.  Flrsl, they will
o Lo sradluales, lulrll'.lll;
those . grammar schoal
expeience (3 dovelopment I
bappen 14 Tegavd a9

dArrlnrablet = and  socondbv.

wamen  heads of  grammaz
sohools Bave beem suommas
damotad a3 L] pars 4
rearganiastlen. The mumher of
women hesds of mixed secabe
dary schanals throughout tha
country could be counted om
twn hands,  In Inmec Lasdon,
where there are three oul of
g todal of well ewer 0 humdred
such achaola, Mey Chebtwyed
of Woodbsrry Dowm k5 &
ablaing  light, amd  Walter
James, Im Eis " Middle-class
Parenl's Guide o Edusailon™
remasks & 1rifle  Indiscraatl
that, ™ One hears L sag ﬂmluﬁ
1;]11‘1 the LOC bave | ETE
A g

an wikth L .
it even in London bath head
and deputy ace mellmad
male apd i [s s a: 1hia
point that & protest ehould be
madr

Tha 1083 conference of the
Amsmocintion of Headmisloesoss
aupd & resalation be beal edie
cplion authorities stating that
in mixed schools beads and
deputy heads xhoald be of
oppsiie Sxes. A sumber of
enlighiened pulhorilicy do keep
thiz mole ar go even farther;
Mochdale, far Instance,
desérves N bBomgust becauase
when b converted bovs' and
girla' grammear schooly la e
rduraidon §f  stipulafied that
ang of the Beads should be &
womin. Bul ieme autharities
doe Dol even MmAKe miaka Lha
grsture of adw:rllslng T
posls as opon to both sexes

wamEns fhEnsed of heading
a blg deperiment, especially in
mathematics or sclence, are
equslly slim.

Closed ro women

The other day | was con-
gratalati uE  Eequalniance
who bed Juit been appointed
depuly head of a large mixed
rrammar wchiel in e Spalh.

ere had been 160 candldniea,
ho safd. “How mony were
women T 1 asked. " I8 wadn't
open o woosen” ke Eaid
Such a policy -}eaplr aifecls
the Inferest of giris In mixed
sthools, These lop jobg are
the declsion-making riles on
which depend HEE whole
gtructure agd wellelng of cur
sthoale

mistresses aod liked chens all
There was something to admicg
In each and wvarely s highly
desgrable. Bt [ thunk anyane
whp Epows schoalg tntimately
waalld Aprec thil thors arg cee-
taln characlerstis inshghts and
methods of organisalion that
arime oul of Lhe mascaling and
feminimng ouilonks om  life.
Neliher Is mecessarily Bekler
then the piker and each may
sult omo sex: K |z gpenerally
agreed, for imetance, Lhatl boys
cam #land up Lell=r Lham
girls o compotilon sned 40 not
suffer 50 murh from being
driven, Bul where pupils are
mixed there should E: a Hi-50
clhancd of eilher emphasls pre-
vallleg i thi e ‘s panaral
policy,

ALl the characlerisfies | now
Hst are o be found. mo doubt,
In apma ‘B-:l_"f!' or mixed schoals,
aod converzely may not be
found in somae girle' echools,
Meverihobess, oy da tebd Lo
b Lbe maacke of [he feminloe
patlank

1. A minbmaien of *slrcam-
Ing." poslilons la form, and the
Lk,

{There ls mo streaming ok 5t
Paoly or Hing Edward's
Birmingham—joint winnets of
this year's Uxbridge stakes.)

I, Avoidance  of  early
speclalination.

3, Slress on ™ geoeral ™ and
acsthetic subjecls: tho boliel
that a subfeel does mOl hava
to e pablicty examined befnee
I s taken seriouwsly. The
Crowiber Heport commended
the girls' schoals on the width
of [heir sixth form Ccourses
headmlatreases Wil an
unrgmlttlay wor with male
training collepe principals who
demam] A-lavels with overy-
Lhing.

4, Mo herapchiy 1a Ghe sbaf
rocm,  Girls® schoals  almeast
always share oul eixih formn
wark among all these ahle snd
willlng ta do It down 1o the
rawesl beginner | whoreas gne
has heard of schanla whers Mr
X fakes all the slxth form
wark ang tpachrg nene
big frst dAlviziena

Derlsiong on all Lhese
matiers musl ullimately be
taken by these wha aceeps the
hizhest resooneibdlibe—thal 16

The Anti-Feminist Schools.” 26.2.66 (TES?)

hy Margarer Higginson

enlor mbsiress whode
WOCE Seelinees secnis §
mL"m“lE AR Ers
ardiang Iﬁ the refreshnien
gporls day may nal o
epoough welght tn InfL
them. Justice plalgly reg
A halancg of power withh
Echool, and aqually bet
schoals in the numbers of
:|1:,:'H| 1|'|;||||rn l:lti.;ech;_ UT-]:" B
they shew their pupils o +
fng model of Eg.‘rmu
parinesship between the
wilkowl which Lhere
nat  seam much  poin
vorducation anyway.

Frople wha would in il
asteml 1o lhin arpansenl
aesery it {hero glmply or
cnough women of the =
sary calibre and point to
whiro numfpllr.‘nunq:
been received, DPossibly
have been such- Cages. hu
wonders  how  aticactive
Juel im quanstion was and
asaiduskis  weee the ©
made tn AN L AR the ma
we dosperately negd Lo o
wnmen o teaching (B sk
common xenge 0 wider
basis of recriitment amd 2
sampe time parraw the ap
mmhiting

Charge disprovec

As 1o the old charge
women ane incapabie of ¢
fairly, it has sarely hoes
proved in m sphese x
autherity has been honou
and libeTally carried for s
lury. And running a &
happily is moch less an ad
glrative than & periona
and sng In which no foms
quality i§ ever wasted, th
Pnlnﬂ. ane might wish 1o
ram Those who kave o ele
wieiy of all the mBe
In=pectors, pducailon of
universily soleckire=—ar
Lhaer iBereasing nembers ol
who clwnse Lo work in
schoals, Or from  He
Barape, a remarkably mag
moas hesdmastor, who o
In a mecent leiter o
* Gaandian ™ ¢ "' Biv Impre
of the persomal nuality ¢
women heods of comer
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LEISURE and
PLEASURE

In less serious mood, Margaret could be charming, relaxed and wickedly witty, qualities much ap-
preciated by Frank Singleton, the then editor of the “Bolton Evening News”, author of “The Lakes”
(1954) and a kindred spirit in his love of literature, sense of fun and powerful style. They struck
sparks off each other in many ways. Under his heading “Leisure and Pleasure” and the nom de
plume Uncle Toby (as in “Tristram Shandy”), he discusses John Betjeman’s poem “Business Girls”
alongside Margaret’s pastiche “Mr.Betjeman Takes his Bath”, followed by his own parody. She
dated this ¢.1955, soon after her arrival in Bolton, prompted by Betjeman’s polite letter declining
to present the prizes on Speech Day but hoping to visit “the dear girls” on another occasion. EL
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r your delightful verses and letter,

¥ brought up in the affices of Bradshaw, Gasa



Leisure and Pleasure BEN c.1955

She wrote several series of articles for B.E.N., highly personal, very evocative and what-
ever the subject, she would always have something memorable to say about it. One
regular slot was “One woman’s world” and under her dating of 1963 she wrote of a
visit to Ireland. Eire reminded her of “the land of the Lotus-Eaters”, with its “green empti-
ness.... mile upon mile of shell-sprinkled lonely strands designed by a sympathetic Provi-
dence to achieve the grand Irish object of making it impossible to get anywhere quickly.”
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then a wild-eyed carroty boy” whose written style at that stage in his life was so idiosyncrat-
ic that “lI merely thought the boy was mad.” (She can be forgiven for that; most people who
met him at that stage thought the same; he soon grew out of the world of fashionable sat-

ire, qualified as a doctor and became the polymath of many a humane and enlightened TV
documentary. But some of that original quirkiness animated his later work in the theatre.) EL

A Miscellany: Four items

Some miscellaneous pieces comprising another part of the collection of Margaret Higgin-
son’s articles and documents shows her versatility and the breadth of scope covered by her
outlook. Such facets of her personality and aspects of her professional life were borne out
in her practical application of them. Although seeming to be disparate, the piece clearly con-
tain elements that can be related directly to what we know of Margaret and her philosophy.

The pieces are as follows:

1 a newspaper article written by Margaret in 1957 to commemorate the School’s 80th birthday;

2 a newspaper article giving an account of the annual prize distribution ( Speech Day) at which
the guest speaker was Professor Cecil Day Lewis;

3 letters concerning an approach to Margaret to consider applying for the headship of a prestig
ious girls’ independent school - in fact, to her being ‘head hunted’ when she had already been
in post at the Girls’ Division for a number of years;

4 an article from ‘The Guardian’ written by Margaret in 1965 relating to the time that she spent
as a class teacher in a secondary modern school.

Chronologically the first in the series of ‘miscellaneous articles’ is ‘Growth of the school - and its
good fortune An Equal Partner’.

Written by Margaretin 1957, itis the lastin the series of ar- e Tl e e g S
ticles in which she writes of the early days of the school. It Growth of the school—
coincides withthe celebration of the school’s 80th birthday. and ifs e vl -'f}jfn e
Somewhatironically, Margaret’sreferencestoMissJohnson oy i g B
and to Miss Dymond could be applied to Margaret herself:
Miss Johnson is _

“... very modern in her emphasis on doing and Tl
making things instead of just absorbing knowledge, :
and on the social side of the school...”

Also: “she evidently grasped the one great advantage SERvE :
which girls’ schools had at this time (as a compensa- e R
tion for their lack of tradition) - their freedom to tackle A =1
education in a new way.” i L E

In additon, Miss Johnson had a desire
“to maintain a discipline which should be flexible
and spontaneous...”

Margaret comments on the “magnanimity” and “fore-
sight” of the first Viscount Leverhulme. She identifies and
comments on qualities and characteristics she so readily
findsin others that could, clearly, also be ascribed to her. JH




‘Schoolgirls told of the Value of Art’.

A second piece, thought to be from ‘the
Bolton Evening News’, carries quoted ex-
tracts from the speech made by Profes-
sor Day Lewis and from the report for the
year given by the Headmistress. It reflects
the ways in which the girls are encour-
aged to respond to academic and other
stimuli, to be influenced by what sur-
rounds them, to relate to those around
them - to be, in short, what amounts
to being versatile and well rounded.

In particular, Professor Day Lewis stressed
the value of the arts.

“Art was a necessity, he said, be-
cause it made one more alive to the
wonder and diversity, the comedies and
tragedies of life.”

“Through art, people were enabled
to come to better terms with themselves
and with those around them.”

His exhortation to the girls is:
“Do set your sights high”.

In her report, Margaret also encourages
the girls by reflecting on and referring to
the well-established ethos of the school so
deeply embedded in her own philosophy:

“The idea that clever girls must be use-
less at games or indeed at any of the
arts and enjoyments of life, is a com-
plete mistake. In fact, we find no oppo-
sition in this school between the intel-
lectual and the practical sides of life.” JH
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Dear Miss Higginson

Every line of your letter makes me wish that | possessed the tongue of an
angel or the pen of such a ready writer as yourself, to persuade you to
think again. | know what you mean about the inseparable marriage to the
establishment, but the whole hope 1s that we might prevail on someone
ke yourself slightly to change the image. However, as a fellow
Guardian Type, | respect vour resistance to the idea, but T am not sure that
you won't get another letter on this matter before long, and | do hope that,
if you do, you will give it another thought.

The fact is that the job is even harder than the one you are now doing
with such outstanding success. The shortage of good people is so acute at
this time that one has to hope that anyone who can carry a heavier weight
of responsibility than she 1s at present carrying, would be prepared to
consider doing so. [ think it is part of the generosity we both recognise in
the Principal that made her think you might be able to consider this
change lor yoursell.

Thank you so much for writing in such friendly terms, and good luck to
you in all your doings.

A letter.

The third item is made up of a letter in response to one by Margaret’s in which she
has evidently turned down what many would regard as a very tempting offer. The
Headmistress of Bolton School has clearly been ‘head hunted’ but has responded
by underlying her “inseparable marriage to the establishment”: the Girls’ Division.
Margaret’s reputation goes before her.

Margaret’s versatility is the key element that ultimately demonstrates that degree
of breadth and scope outlined earlier in this section of the archive material. JH
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Evidence of widely-ranging correspondence

Margaret evidently wrote to a range of people. Celebrities as r=—= ‘=<' "/ i -

In 1965, her article ‘Back to the front’
was published in ‘The Guardian’.
With wry observations and perceptive
reflection, Margaret summarises what
is, quite obviously, a brave, enterprising
foray into a secondary modern school,
having left Miss Winifred Pilsbury in
her place at Bolton. With twenty-two
years of teaching behind her, the fact
that Margaret was able to survive a
term as a class teacher in such a very
different milieu from Bolton School is a
tribute to the distinctive and remarka-
ble approach that she had to her work.

Margaret wrote in the article that
she saw the strongest inducement to
women to enter the teaching profes-
sion as: “the knowledge that they are
quite desperately needed”. Was it this,
we might speculate, that propelled her
into that very different area of work
and, after only one term, left her with
such sharp and fond memories - as well
as regrets - concerning her lively pupils?

“l hated leaving these children
so soon, indeed | felt like a deserter.”
JH

well as academics have replied to her obviously interesting, stim- Bt wi Sar "

ulating missives - more often than not containing requests to Tk

speak at the Girls’ Division, to meet the girls and to visit Bolton. posiy o e R T

The television personality and raconteur, Joyce Grenfell corre- 7 . '~ _ .4 .

sponded in turn with Margaret very much in the spirit that Mar- T e e ooy PR
garet must have crafted her original letter. From the light, sin- f )

cere tone of the response, we draw the knowledge that Joyce ' ~° ~ ", =
Grenfell had been approached in a way that evoked genuine "' Py P
regret at being unable to accept the ‘tempting’ invitation. JH e -

Cecil Day Lewis and Speech Day.

SpeechDaywasalwaysaveryformaloccasion,whenweallappearedinbestbibsandtuckers(that’sjust
thestaff, mostintheirappropriateacademicdress;therestofuswereinspectedforclean(indoor!)shoes,
properly-knottedtiesandtidyhair.) Asyetwedidnothaveaschoolsong,butthechoirwouldsinginstead.
It was generally a happy event, when academic, sporting and other awards were made on the
same occasion, and there was a general sense of achievement summed up in the Headmistress’s
Report. Unusually for those days, the individual prizewinners were free to choose their own books.
I don’t remember anybody’s choice being rejected. And best of all, the invited VIP who made
The Speech would end by asking for the traditional day’s holiday to celebrate our mutual efforts.
Margaret was a great admirer of C.Day Lewis, now seen as a “Thirties” poet, forgot-
ten or overshadowed by his more notorious contemporaries. This is the time but not the
place for a critical reappraisal of his life and poetic oeuvre, except to say that his was one
of those original voices in poetry that MDH recognised and valued. He could be sharp-
ly sardonic, on the English cemetery in Rome where Shelley and Keats were buried
“Here is one corner of a foreign field

That is for ever garden suburb. See

In their detached and smug-lawned residences,

Behind a gauze of dusty shrubs, the English

Indulge their lifelong taste for privacy.”

(But then, he was born an Irishman)

Or lapidary, in an early poem (1925)
“Tempt me no more, for |

Have known the lightning’s hour,
The poet’s inward pride,

The certainty of power.”

Or tenderly evocative, on the Tuscan countryside

“Rosetted oxen move-
The milky skins, the loose-kneed watersilk gait of
Priestesses vowed to Love.”

Day Lewis supported himself and his five children from successive marriages by writing de-
tective novels under the name of Nicholas Blake and also several children’s books. By 1956
he was ending his tenure as Professor of Poetry at Oxford, where MDH was convinced some
of us were destined to follow. She was immensely proud to have persuaded this shy and
slightly reticent man not only to present the prizes on Speech Day, but to give a poetry read-
ing the previous evening.* | remember a hint of Irish in his accent and saved up for two vi-
nyl 78 records of him reading “Do not expect again a phoenix hour” and some of his transla-
tions of Virgil’s pastoral poems. We girls were very impressed by the elegance of his wife,
the actress lJill Balcon, in a long navy coat with hat and gloves in a delicious raspberry-pink.
*(She managed the same in 1957 with another Oxford Professor: Neville Coghill, translator of

the “Canterbury Tales.”) EL



Montefiore memories

In April 1965 some of the pupils of the Montefiore School put their feelings about Mar-
garet into writing and the results are amusing, self-revealing and most of all touching.
They clearly appreciated Margaret’s efforts to broaden their horizons, both by encourag-
ing them to read (of course!) and by taking them out of the school environment to a dif-
ferent part of London and to Cambridge. Who knows what lasting impressions were made
on them and what new ideas were planted in their minds, maybe to show fruit much later?

The following extracts are taken from their letters, poems and short essays:

Dear Miss Higginson

Iknowwe areallsorrythatyouareleaving. lhope youwill be happyinyour nextschoolthatyougoto.
Thank you for taking us to Cambridge. We all enjoyed ourselves. Thank you for eve
rything you have taught us. | hope you will cone back soon and teach us again. We
have enjoyed all your lessons, as you have made them interesting and enjoyable. |
know you will make the children in your next school as happy as you have made us.

Yours sincerely
HR
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My gratitude to Miss Higginson
Thank you for all your kindness,

Thank you sincerely,
All our class are grateful for spending our past term in your company,
For taking us to Cambridge and giving us your care.

And the same pupil added a poem for Margaret to read:
The prowl of the midnight watchman.

It’s dark outside, very dark.

My only light is the light of God, shining with my lamp,

The only sound my ears do trace is the jingle of my keys and the squelching of my shoes.
It’s dark outside, very dark.

It is a sad thing you are leaving just when the class is getting to know you better.
Everybody enjoyed working with you although we made a lot of noise

Miss Higginson is our English teacher,

I think some of you would like to meet her,
Back she goes to Bolton School.

Some of us don’t like that at all.

We all wonder

Who we will have

We wish she would

Stay to read her poems again.

Back to Lancashire she goes
To her school that she knows.

Good luck Miss Higginson
As you go on your way.

It was nice having you

We wish you would stay.

| appreciate how you tried to help us in every way you could. Take the way you let some of us go
to the library and the way you got books from the library. ....I hope that when you leave you will
remember all of us and that you enjoy yourself in everything you do for the rest of your school
teaching. Itis a shame you are leaving because | liked you.

Miss Higginson is going away,

Away from our noise and play,

Perhaps she will come back one day,

And we will be merry and gay.

For the new teacher will be here,

And we will be trembling with fear,

For he will not be as kind as Miss H.

I can’t find nothing to rhyme with “H”,

All | can say is ‘Hurry back and see us Miss H.
Please!



One Woman's Werld — by Morgars! Higginsss VIargaret had enjoyed the term at the Robert Montefiore
: School, despite some fraught occasions, and she was al-

LlFE AMONG THE ways full of admiration for those at the more stressful end

S of the teaching spectrum. The experience had been a very

et positive one for both teacher and taught and she was al-
r'-_', ways pleased when a girl from Bolton School took up the

—F challenge to teach in a school where life was not so easy.
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MDH’s 80th BIRTHDAY

In October 1998 Margaret was 80 years old, and to mark the occasion, several Old Girls ar-
ranged a birthday party for her in the Arts Centre. The guests represented almost all sec-
tions of her life friends, family, present staff, ex- members of staff and Old Girls whom
she had taught and/or influenced in some way throughout her tenure as Headmistress.
As you can imagine this was no silent assembly, but Janet Hathaway nobly brought a sense of or-
der to the proceedings by offering a lovely, thoughtful grace on everyone’s behalf. The meal was
most enjoyable and the party became a reunion of old friends and the establishing of new ones.
For those of you who did not have the pleasure of enjoying the rather splendid meal,
or have forgotten the detail, the following is a copy of the menu. Those were the days!

When the meal ended a tribute was paid to Margaret by Deborah Taylor — here is what Deborah

said:-

| am sure that all of you were as delighted as | was to
receive an invitation to Margaret's birthday. | know you would
like me to begin by thanking the organisers, Janet Hathaway,
Elsi¢ Pecl, and Gladys Sidebottom for all they have done (o
make this such a brilliant occasion. Not only have they given us
a wonderful lunch, but far more importanily, they have made it
possible for us all, each one ol us members of Margaret's
extended family, to share this special birthday with her.

Margarel engenders in me a range of emotions. Respect,
indeed awe, 15 fairly high on the list. As you can imagine [ have
viewed today with a degree of trepidation. The knowledge that
cach of you siting here is thanking her lucky stars it’s me and
not her 15 httle comfort.l feel the weight of hundreds of Bolton
Old Girls on my shoulders. [t 15 indeed a great honour to speak

on their behalf,

Margarel and | go back a long way. In 1961, when | was
in form 1, [ was attempting to draw a bird. Arl was never my
strong suit and nor was observation of the natural world, | was
trying to decide if birds had chins when the door opened and
Margaret swept into view,

| had just decided that on balance, birds must have chins,
and had drawn a sort of wobble underneath what passed for a
beak, when she approached. She looked at my effort - and by
now | was in some doubt about the whole matier - and said

enthusiastically "that's lovely dear". 1 did wonder whether she




was not too clear about birds® anatomy either, but from then on |
was a fan.

We have had had our ups and downs, particularly during
my adolescence when [ had a great deal of trouble keeping track
of my possessions. | am sure that every one ol us here has stood
in the corridor, waiting for that ghastly light to turn from red to
green, and racking our brains to think what she might be
wanting this time. | remember a particular games shirt which
had been missing for about 2 terms and looked it. Margaret just
handed it back, with the tips of her fingers, in absolute silence.

Bolton School under Margaret was a world of Beauty and
Order prizes, deportment girdles, white gloves, panama hats and
members of staff solemnly measuring the length of skirt from
hem to sloping desk. Margaret was able to stand on the stage
and decree that consorting with members of the other division in
Queen’s Park was forbidden. As she memorably told us, in the

very midsl of the swinging sixties, "when one buffalo rolls in the

mud, all the others get splashed.” From then on, this particular
activity was known Lo us all as "buffaloing”.

Since having school age children of my own 1 have spent
quile some time in the company of headteachers. Margaret is my
benchmark and | have yet to meet one who matches up. There
may well be exceptions in this room but few modern
headmistresses would spend an hour each week reading "The

Pilgrims Progress” to 10 vear olds? Who would go to hospital

every day after schoal to read "Lord of the Rings" to a sick

pupil? And who would have the courage 1o leave school for a
term to go back to the classroom in the east end of London? The
presence of so many of us here today tells her how highly she is
reparded.

For myself, outside immediate family, she has been the
single most important influence on my life. | am sure that |
speak for many of us who are here, and many more who would
have liked to be. At happy times, and at sad times, Margarel has
been a rock, We had a close correspondence when my father
was dving. The poetry which she sent me during those terrible
weeks, Wordsworth inevitably, was a mainstay during my
"watch o'cr man’s mortality".

Her impact on so many lives has been immeasurable. She
has sent hundreds, thousands of girls out into the world with her
values imprinted on their souls. Integrity, industry, compassion,
a respect for intellectual rigour. 1f one could summarisc
Margarel's teaching into one parable it would be the parable of
the talents. Every girl at Bolton School knew how fortunaic she
was. We also knew our good fortune carried with it an absolute
obligation Lo put our talents (o the service of the community as a
whole. Margarel 15 a teacher by precept and bv example. Few

women can look back on their lives with such pride.

| would like to finish by saying thank you, thank vou to

Margaret for all that she has done for me, and for many many

others, and to wish her a very happy birthday. And to drink her
health. To Margaret!




No better tribute could be paid to Margaret than the foregoing — it seems to encapsulate the
thoughts and gratitude of so many Old Girls, parents and friends who had the privilege of
knowing her, not only as a headmistress, but as a generous, compassionate human being.

The birthday party continued with a rousing chorus of “Happy Birthday”, led by Marga-

ret Long, the cutting of a beautiful celebration cake, and much more chatting, until we al-
most had to be thrown out of the Arts Centre at 5pm, having assembled at 12 noon. GES
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Margaret had kept and apparently treasured, many letters of gratitude from parents whose daugh-
ters had been helped in many and various ways by her thoughtful generosity. A beautiful letter that |
think portrays Margaret’s generosity of spiritadmirably, wasreceived by herin 1979 from Mrs Barling.

Margaret always spoke of her time at Somerville College, with great affection and was always de-
lighted when a girl from Bolton School won a place there. The following tribute was written by Jenny
Croft (Jackson) who is a former student of both Bolton School and Somerville College, Oxford. GES
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Margaret Higginson, a voutberner, hagd come to Balton in a spirit of mission

as she hersell admitiod, describing her appointment al her 80th Birthday pa;;'L.\-
She saw the job advertised and thaught she might bring i_‘j]ﬂi,;i|le||'||1l-n1 b m.,-' \
benighied (and prolably lgnernt) nerth. She espected to find a s J;:.;.:l wilh
asprhalt plavgrowmd and iren mailings. Instead she oo @ lape candstone buildi
in lealy grounds, with o hammer beam ranf in the Ceeat Hall, She m:..u-h diddn'l 2
stay for interview., What she did do was to take the bus t its terminas and walk
ik aan G the monrs - and el in love with the countrvside, She conveved her
enthusiism o the governors, and was appoinled. o

She believed ina wide currieutum, ineluding cuerent events, compuleony mallis
Tor all Saxth formmers, and genceal studies, organtsed [olmily with the Iju_-.-;'s.'r;! 7 1
Inltherto adfaeent ot alien ernitnry. The geicral slielics I.m-lu-d:-d' rieacliiles ;M I
philosophy, architectore, nuclear physics and cosmology as well as mnl-ttn" '
for th Bows, An organ was Instalbed in e Greal Hall, and later a (theatre 1.1;-;1.1
bull. The sehool 1ok part in sehoals compelitions on e radio and televisio
Sha u;ulrﬂ us all o participate in whalever was going an. 5o, when the i:;ltm-!: |
hasted an exhibition of the work of local artiels, we were all allowed (o vote far
our fsvourile, which was purchasid. We alse bod regilar voles for owr Bvourile

lvenms. Sl saw L
vimns. She saw the school as 2 rommunity and wanted evervone Lo feel they had
a part in il ’ :

Formuidubly well-read, aod not only in her own Geld of lileriune, but alse an
eothosiast for selence, she had strong views an how she wanted ;_I s I.u I:mI
educaled, and this was rellected in all aspects of sehaal life, Mot for nothing did
she have an cldedy aunt who had heen a suffeagelle, and we were mmmmﬁ.
exhorled to make the most of our alents and appoartunities .-;;m- .:nmmmﬁ T
all o have views om every lopde, and 1o discuze them, Older girﬁ hae 1 :'lllléll‘rs
lunching at high table with her, where she would fire inthmidating questions an
topics she considered vou shiould be interested in, Iram 15!;-;—.1!:;; s, Lo ol Llhfl
swience m-‘! relighon. This could be o berrilving experience, made worse by |I|:‘rr
Insistenee that all meals shold be consumed only witl o fork, mhmi lﬂ:;d.—lth -
hole and semolina pudding are resistant 1o this methad of consumption. -

o R R TR TR

(sl il was ol jnst 1lig as she was known, whiomm you mighi lawve to talk o, There

was @ consliil stream of visitors, vanving freim tocal dignitarics bo the really famous,

sieh e Trever Huddlbeston, Bemand Lovell, Free Fuale, and bath Shivey and
e Williams. Wi all grew ap able o convense, kel woell siware ol e issues of
the dav. Wee also had well developed social conselenoes, She encouraged suppar
for mams Chardties, espectally in the deneloging wordid. The sehool hal « Jease Linkes

sl Deper Bowepital in Afrlca anl water priojeets in lindla, from which she moeeivesl

pegilar betters, which she read ool in asdembly, Closer o home, she was keen on

palsing mones through whal she callond selfdenial I there was a disaster sue has

e hems ol 2 I

andd pirds were expeeted 1o forego buying briscuits al b
anel gt Uhe savings fn e boves. The Tt Chat st peogple did

weler. ot world come the setdenial boses o0 every wn fonclonwy il
Ak, o foowalk mther tian

cabi 1y e beos foownee,
prvas eal Db Lione sans pannch for her stoength of persomalily, oy e sebaand did
sccasdnnally go on strike when sel-denial came armd Lo Breaquenily.,

iter comeern lor the disadvantaged bed her o Lake 4 sabatical 1o teach in Rhesdes
Hovsi’s bunvs! secondary modenn school in Tstinglon. This was a Lolel vonlure as

I sk 3 change of gender, location and ability range, We were never quile sune
whiat the bows made of her, bt she foand he experience © nergksing

iss Higginson's philosaphy s best expressed ihrongh the words of e schoal
(o o b slvom much 1s given, much will be expee [al™) aned Ve s hiensl
song. coniissioned by her We were lell in no gloebil Wk awe hond been given

vl Tvinng behind this was the sentiment capressed in Uie opening Hnes of

prraver

i,
Lh- FLIT Liniel s e TR,

A Cand buelaf ot the frnese
hital firy e gromd vk s

B cannrned Beisd Hee hammmy iy s

A tlewgs et Tanth informed all she did, anel gave strength Lo her opinions.

This does not ean she was universally liked, She often sevied very alien and
Home Counlivs to girks with strong loval aceenls, and she was it iedatiogly

frotedlieent and intelecnal, Wit iU was impassilile to be was indillerent. Love
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her or hale her fancd many people did both) she provoked a reaction, and forced vou
L think.

Wb all, she wis o superh Leacher. | ean recall every lesson she over taaghi ey
Fram my Liest term bo oy seholarship classes, And unlike many heads, she made
i prerinnl ol beaching each form al least once o berm. This meant she knew e
girl In the sehoal by name, as well ax remembering details of (helr family, As she
berscllsaid, reminding ws (o recall Jacob and the angel (And the et called Jucoh,
fanbe and kivew bis nanwe and fied pever over im, to know someane's name is a
pavertin] fool, Youn denn’t shicil =Skoj riiimng in e Cordorn,” You sav “Swsan,
stop ranning. " 1 works berause ot only Susan stops bl others who think they
Loy Wil e debenliHed,

Fler care for b pagils extended o Dhele Bater e An invelerate correspindent,
sh keplin teuch with lirge nuembers af old girls, aflering advice on reading for
Hheir childven, runniog focal groups, and generally on hisw ta Biild The New
Iemisalem wherever they were, She has oven bewen kiown beowrite to lnasbands. i
my iz bo cncourage lim o wrile more letlers o The Tiaes

She renained attached o Soomerville, where shie had ondaslitedly been very
happy. and in laler vears was a regular allender at Herary lunches. She deser hed
Somerville as “plain living and high thinking”, and was alwavs anxlons to see e
colbege pospoer,

She never married. and had oo close Gunily, The school became her Gamibe, and
she will be sadly missed by all those she inspired, infuristed and Influenced,

JENNY CROFT (JACKSON. 1948)
Gy INsd

Margaret thoroughly enjoyed visits from Mrs Gill Richards,
Headmistress from 2005-2011, and she always showed a keen
interest in hearing about what was happening in the schoal.
Margaret felt that they were kindred spirits, chipped from the same
block!

Mrs Richards offers the following tribute to Margaret.

Miss Margaret Higginson

It was Carol Haslam who first mentioned to me that Margaret was
still in Bolton. She was already a legend in the school and staff
who had been pupils of hers still talked about her. It was Gladys
Sidebottom, a Governor, who said to me that Margaret would love
to meet me. [ decided to go and see her just before half term -
which I discovered was near her birthday - and | took her some
flowers from school. 1 had been told 1o stay only a short time as
Margaret tired quickly. She was thrilled to see me and said she had
been hoping | would find time to visit her.

The next hour and a half passed rapidly as Margaret proceeded to
interview me for the Headship of the Girls” Division! | was cross-
questioned about changes to the curriculum, pastoral matters and
asked did I go over to the Boys™ guad to see the buses off! By this
time it was nearly lunch time and I knew | must have passed the
test because Margaret said to me, ‘Now, my dear, a glass of my
better sherry, [ think. It's in the blue bottle.”

| tried to visit Margaret once a yvear at least and [ am sorry [ did not
find more time. She was an amazing lady, far ahead of her time in
Headmistress terms. She told me on subsequent visits how she had
been appointed. She thought she got the job, because when asked
by Lord Leverhulme what ghe had done the day before the
interview, she told him she had spent the aftermoon on Rivington
Pike; apparently, all the other candidates had been in their rooms
preparing!

I last saw Marparet just before she died when | took in the
examination results to tell her about them. The English results were
particulerly vutstanding and she always took a great interest in
what and how the girls were doing. Baroness Shirley Williams
was also with her and we had a three-way conversation on all sorts
of subjects which Margaret was very much part of, although she
had, by then, lost the power of speech.

She was one of the great Headmistresses of her generation, a real
academic but with a true vocation (o teach,

Margaret had a great respect for Mrs Gill Richards, Headmistress of Bolton School from 2005-11,
and felt that they were kindred spirits, chipped from the same block! GES



